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REPORT

Review No. 09–7000 

The Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics, by a vote of no 
less than four members, on July 24, 2009, adopted the following re-
port and ordered it to be transmitted to the Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

SUBJECT: Representative Sam Graves 
NATURE OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION: Representative Sam 

Graves, Ranking Member of the Committee on Small Business, in-
vited Witness A to testify at a Committee hearing on ‘‘The State 
of the Renewable Fuels Industry in the Current Economy.’’ The 
hearing was held on March 4, 2009. Witness A and Representative 
Graves’ wife, Lesley Graves, both hold financial interests in the 
same renewable fuels plants in Missouri. Representative Graves 
conduct may have violated House Rule 23 and House precedent re-
garding conflict of interest. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Board of the Office of Congressional 
Ethics recommends that the Committee on Standards of Official 
Conduct further review the above described allegations concerning 
Representative Graves. 

VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE: 6 
VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE: 0 
MEMBER OF THE BOARD OR STAFF DESIGNATED TO 

PRESENT THIS REPORT TO THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE: 
Leo Wise, Staff Director & Chief Counsel. 
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