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CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY WITH 
RESPECT TO CUBA

MESSAGE

FROM

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
TRANSMITTING

NOTIFICATION THAT THE EMERGENCY DECLARED WITH RESPECT 
TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA’S DESTRUCTION OF TWO UN-
ARMED U.S.-REGISTERED CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT IN INTER-
NATIONAL AIRSPACE NORTH OF CUBA ON FEBRUARY 24, 1996, 
IS TO CONTINUE IN EFFECT BEYOND MARCH 1, 2003, PURSUANT 
TO 50 U.S.C. 1622(d)

MARCH 3, 2003.—Message and accompanying papers referred to the 
Committee on International Relations and ordered to be printed
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(1)

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 

1622(d)) provides for the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that the emergency de-
clared with respect to the Government of Cuba’s destruction of two 
unarmed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in international airspace 
north of Cuba on February 24, 1996, is to continue in effect beyond 
March 1, 2003, to the Federal Register for publication.

GEORGE W. BUSH. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 27, 2003.

VerDate Jan 31 2003 06:59 Mar 04, 2003 Jkt 019011 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 E:\HR\OC\HD042.XXX HD042



VerDate Jan 31 2003 06:59 Mar 04, 2003 Jkt 019011 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 E:\HR\OC\HD042.XXX HD042



(3)

NOTICE 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY RELATING TO CUBA 
AND OF THE EMERGENCY AUTHORITY RELATING TO THE REGULA-
TION OF THE ANCHORAGE AND MOVEMENT OF VESSELS 

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867, President Clinton de-
clared a national emergency to address the disturbance or threat-
ened disturbance of international relations caused by the February 
24, 1996, destruction by the Government of Cuba of two unarmed 
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in international airspace north of 
Cuba. In July 1996 and on subsequent occasions, the Government 
of Cuba stated its intent to forcefully defend its sovereignty against 
any U.S.-registered vessels or aircraft that might enter Cuban ter-
ritorial waters or airspace while involved in a flotilla and peaceful 
protest. Since these events, the Government of Cuba has not dem-
onstrated that it will refrain from the future use of reckless and 
excessive force against U.S. vessels or aircraft that may engage in 
memorial activities or peaceful protest north of Cuba. Therefore, in 
accordance with section 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the national emergency with re-
spect to Cuba and the emergency authority relating to the regula-
tion of the anchorage and movement of vessels set out in Proclama-
tion 6867. 

This notice shall be published in the Federal Register and trans-
mitted to the Congress. 

GEORGE W. BUSH. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 27, 2003.
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