Who Exports?

The Exporte Data Base (EDB) pro-
vides cktailed data on U.S exporters
for the frst time Prior to the com-
pilation o the EDB, the U.S Depart-
mert of Commere hed data only on
the fow o merchandig

exports.

This Brief presens jug a fraction

of the many findings implicit in

the data and o value o public and
private ®cta data users. t touches
upan the rumbe of U.S exporting
firms and locations ther economic
characteristicsand the destinations
to which they export merchandise.

The EDB is the resut of a four-year
researt projed by the U.S Census
Bureau with financid suppot by
Internationd Trade Administration
(ITA). Work is aurrently underwey to
exter the EDB heyord data col-
lected in the 1987 Econome Census
to that collected in 1992, the nog re-
cert five-yea Econom¢ Census

Who Is in the Exporting
Community?

In 1987, the U.S. exporting commu-
nity consistel o 104,5@& firms owvn-
ing and gperatiry husinesse
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Who Buys?

Distribution o f Exporters , Employment , and Dollars

Percent share within total exporter community of:
Bl 129,883 exporting locations
B 10.3 million exporter community employment
[ ] $241.4 billion total dollar value of exports

84.2%

40.5%

Manufacturers

Export manufacturers accounted for over 84 percent of the export sector
employment (8.7 million workers), while wholesalers and other intermediaries
together accounted for just under 16 percent (1.6 million).

8.1%

Wholesalers
Types of exporting locations

36.6%
20.3%

! 7.7% 7.2%

Other Intermediaries
, 1987

at 129,88 sparat locations
During tha year thes mmpanies
employeal goproximatey 10.3 million
people and exported $2414 hillion
in domestt merchandie

to 170 foreigh countries.

The companis kelonga t©
two major categories:

= Expot manufacturers
= |ntermediaries
= \Wholesalers

= Other intermediarie
(retailers brokers, freigh
forwarders)

Expott manufactures rodue and
sel producs for export Wholesalers
and aher intermediarie %l products

for export, but do not manufacture
them.

Export Manufacturers Surpass
Export Wholesales and Other
Intermediaries in Market Share
of Employment and in Dollar
Value d Exports

Expott manufactures accountel for
mog of the enployment (84 per-
cen) and for mog of the td dollar
value — ie, “shipments— of the
expors 662 percent or $1355 hil-
lion). The® figures ae mnsistent
with the fad that in 1987, 87 er-
cen of all merchandis exports were
manufacturd products 7 percent
were ayricul-

turd commodities and 6 percert
were dhe kinds d goods.
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Shares Held by the To p Companies
(Percent share within total exporter community)
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Relatively few of the 104,564 export companies dominated the
1987 employment totals and the dollar value of shipments.

8,000 10,000

5,000 7,000 9,000

Moreover large manufacturiig
establishmest— hos enploying
500 ar more persors — acounted
for 64.3 percen of the export
manufacturig sctors exports

with only 6.4 percen of the export
manufacturig sctors kusines es-
tablishments The® large export
manufactures accountel for 37 per-
cert of totd U.S. exports.

Under Ten Percen of Firms
Guzzle Lion's Share d M arket

A relatively modes numbe of

the 104,561 export firms (ore firm
may own nore han one husiness
location o establishmentaccounted
for substantibshares d the koth the
employment roff and the hipments
in 1987. Of the year’s otd exporter
employmeiand totd dollar value

of shipments:

= The bp 50 eporting firms
employa rearly 20 percen of the
workers and accountel for 43 per-
cen of shipments.

= The op 100 firms accounte for
abou 35 percent of the anploy-

mert and 51 percent of shipments.

= The op 10,00 firms (ess then 10
percen of all export firms)
employa rearly 68 percen
of the workers and accountel for
an imposiry 96 ercen
of shipments.

Smal Exporting Locations
Distinguish Themselvs in
Dollar Value d Shipments

Using the EDB, it is ssibe © iden-
tify not only the dares o the market
held by the few; but dso the dares
held by the gnall. In an eéonomic
atmosphe tha emphasize a nore
active ole for smal busines in inter-
nationa trade the cata a the
129,88 exporting locatiors ae rote-
worthy.

= 393 percent of merchandie &-
ports for 1987 — totaling $04.8
billion — were sipped by export
establishmestanploying fewer
than 100 peopk & a sngle loca-
tion. Over eghty-five percen of
the exporting locatiors were snall.

= 237 percent of merchandie &-
ports — ptaling $72 hllion —
were dipped by export establish-
mens employing from 100 to 499
people. Thes omprisal just over
11 percent of all exporting loca-
tions.

= The remainirg 37.0 percen of
merchandie exports — ptaling
$893 hillion — were sipped by
large exporting establishmerg en-
ploying 500 o more people How-
ever thee large firms were im-
pressie in therr performane snce
they comprisel jus
2.7 percen of al exporting
locations.

Shares Captured b y Small, Medium , and

Larg e Expor t Establishments

Percent share of:
I Exporting locations
B Exporter community employment
(| Total dollar value of exports

85.7
. 49.7
. 31.3 . 37.0
19.0 :
11.6
2.7
Fewer than 100 to 499 500 or more
100 workers workers workers

Employment size of exporting establishments

Exporters employing fewer than 100 workers surpassed the dollar value
of shipments made by exporters employing 500 or more workers.
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The EDB'’s “Top Ten’

= Expott destinations.

= By value d shipments.

= New York and California lead
the op ten gates in hipments
with, respectivelyl7 gercent
and 14 gercen shares d the -
tal dollar value d 1987 U.S.

metio aeas in numbe of ex-
porting locations.

Both Public and Private Sectors

= By numbe of exporting
locations.

exports.

= U.S metropolitan aeas.

= Exporting dates by value
of shipments.

Will Welcome Exporter Detail

Informatian & this levd of detal will
be especialy usefd to dfficial U.S.

= The New York, NY-NJ-CT met- trace pomotion egencies & well as
ropolitan aea lead the op ten

to private cta providers d produc-

Top Ten Countries o f Destination
of U.S. Exports: 1987*

[ | Export value (in millions of dollars)
Exporters (in thousands)**

Canada 52,354

37,509

27,249
16,152

Japan

. 14,582

Mexico
7,845

14,114

19,594

United
Kingdom

West 11,748
Germany
15,065

Netherlands

South
Korea

France

Taiwan

Belgium and
Luxembourg

* The ordering of the destinations is based
upon export value.

** These data show minimum numbers of

U.S. exporters, i.e., at least 37,500 exporters
export to Canada, at least 16,150 to Japan,

at least 6,195 to Belgium & Luxembourg, etc.

Top Ten Exportin g States: 1987*

Percent share of:
I Total dollar value of exports
Exporting locations

17
New York

California 14

Texas

Washington

Ohio

Michigan

lllinois

Florida

Louisiana

New Jersey
66
Ten state total
63
All other states 34
37

The combined value of the top ten
exporting states, with their access to major
waterways and coastlines, surpassed the
combined total of all the other states in dol-
lar value of exports (66 percent vs. 34 per-
cent).

* The ordering of the states is based
upon export value.
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Top Ten Exporting Metropolita n Areas: 1987*

Thirteen percent of the 129,883 U.S. exporting locations
are in the New York, NY-NJ-CT metropolitan area.
These exporters account for 17 percent of the total
dollar value of exports.

Percent share of:
I Total dollar value of exports
[ | Exporting locations

New York
NY-NJ-CT

Los Angeles
CA

San Francisco,
CA

Seattle
WA

Houston
X

Chicago-Gary
IL IN

Detroit
Ml

New Orleans
Portland

OR-WA

St. Louis
MO-IL

Ten metro
area total

52
All other 62

* The ordering of the metro areas is based upon export value.

tion upplies export ervices includ-

ing banks transportatioc companies,
telecommunicatios firms, and ather

businesse hat facilitae exports Al

nedl reliable cata on eportes © de-
sign and targe their products.

Additiond commaodit and country
of destinatin information profiles o
exportes by sate consolidate met-

ropoliten aea and three-digit ZP is
availabe from ITA.

This is e d a sries d occasional
reports fom the CGensis Bureau that
provide cata on ecific policy-ori-
entel issues The Bureau mllects a
variely o data from the Economic
Censuse and Surveys d businesses
and from the millions d merchandise
trade documerd — Rippers’ Export
Declaratiors (SED$ — fled each

mont by exporting entities and indi-
viduals More informatian on the
methodoloy o the EDB and the
technicé documentationentitled
“Buildin g and Using an Exporter
Data Base’ i s available fom
Michael Risha, Foreig Trade Dii-
sion.

This Brief presens gatistics fom ae
or more d severd data mllections.
Statisticd data are subjed to certain
errors, uch as chta arors, and data
processig nistakes The Bureau has
taken quality contrd measurs  re-
duce reportal data erors, and data
in this Bief hawe teen testel and
are in accord with gpplicable datisti-
cal standards Howevercaution
shoutl be wsed when comparing
the and aher data =ts.

Data Sources

Commere Announcs Satistical
Data Available a Exporters, ITA
92-4Q dJure 1992,

A Profile d United Sates Exporters:
Initial Findings from the Exporter
Data Base, ITA Augug 1993.

Also, impott and export data on a
commodiy flow bass ae available
from the U.S. Censis Bureaus For-
eign Trade Division, Trace Data In-
quiries and Controls Section,
301-457-3041.

Contacts

Michad Risha
Foreign Trace Division
301-457-3629

Georg Mehl
International Trad Administration
202-482-5097

Kathy V. Fiedman
Econom¢ Satisticd Briefs
301-457-1862




