Table 2. Summary of studies of clinical agreement about patient factors for either referral or surgery (set at >90% for significant agreement) 

	Study
	Journal / Population
	Pro
	Neutral
	Con
	Clinical Factors of Disagreement 

(<60% agreement)

	Wright et al., 199512
	Can Med Assoc J

Orthopaedic surgeons
	Pain despite meds
	Male

Female

White race

Non-white race
	Peripheral vascular disease

Isolated patellofemoral arthritis

Alcohol/Drug Abuse

Local active skin infection

Major psychiatric disorder

Patient non-compliant

Age <55 years old

High physical demands at work

Septic arthritis >1 year ago
	Patient is >80 years old

Nursing home resident

Severe hip osteoarthritis

Local psoriasis

Quadriceps lag

Weak quads

Sensation of instability

	Mancuso et al., 199613
	J Arthoplasty

Orthopaedic surgeons
	Be independent
	
	Poor soft tissue coverage

Dementia

Poor patient motivation

Hostile personality

Unreal expectations
	Age >80 years old

Weight >200 pounds

Wants psychiatric benefit

	Malmin et al., 199816
	Arch Fam Med

Family practitioners and general internists
	Pain despite meds

Persistent weight bearing knee pain
	Male

Female

White race

Non-white race
	
	Septic knee arthritis > 1 year ago

No health insurance

Isolated patellofemoral arthritis

Patient demands TKA

Painful feet


Table 2. Summary of studies of clinical agreement about patient factors for either referral or surgery (set at >90% for significant agreement)  (continued)

	Study
	Journal / Population
	Pro
	Neutral
	Con
	Clinical Factors of Disagreement 

(<60% agreement)

	Coyte, Hawker et al., 199614
	J Rheum

Rheumatologists and family practitioners
	Pain despite meds – family practitioner/rheumatologist

Limited walking <1 block – family practitioner
	Male – Family practitioners/ rheumatologists

Female – Family practitioners/ rheumatologists
	Peripheral vascular disease (Rheumatologist)

Isolated patellofemoral arthritis (Rheumatologist)

Local active skin infection (Rheumatologist)
	Family practitioner/rheumatologist: 

non-compliant patient

obese patient

septic knee >1 year ago

Varus or Valgus deformity

High physical demands at work

Family practitioner:

<55 years old, severe hip osteoarthritis,

Quadriceps lag, weak quads

Rheumatologist:

Nursing home resident

Patient demands TKA

Limited active flexion/extension

Sensation of instability

	Tierney et al., 199411
	Clin Ortho

Orthopaedic surgeons
	Persistent weight bearing pain
	Female

Race (white or black)
	Alcohol/drug abuse

Major psychiatric disorder

Local active skin infection
	Nursing home resident

Painful feet

Patient demands TKA

Unstable knee

Severe hip osteoarthritis
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