
Fleets across the country are turning to 
alternative fuels to help meet company 
goals and community needs. If you’re 
involved with a fleet, you may need 
information about alternative fuel 
vehicles (AFVs). What are they? Why 
should you buy them? What models 
are available? The numerous AFV 
choices and government regulations 
can seem daunting. Fortunately, 
the online Vehicle Buyer’s Guide 
for Fleets is available to answer all 
your AFV questions—check it out at 
www.ccities.doe.gov/vbg/fleets. 

The U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Clean Cities Program produces the 
Guide and continuously updates it with information from automakers and government agencies. The Guide 
educates fleet managers and policymakers about alternative fuels and vehicles. It helps managers learn if their fleets 
are affected by government regulations. It provides comprehensive information about currently available light- and 
heavy-duty AFVs. Read on to learn how this easy-to-use tool can help you make the best AFV purchase decisions.

The Guide contains 
extensive information about 
alternative fuels, AFVs, and 
infrastructure. Learn about: 

• AFVs and advanced 
technology vehicles 

• Alternative fuel stations 
in your area

• AFV conversions 
• AFV training   
• Development of 

on-site alternative 
fuel infrastructure 

What Do You Need to 
Know About AFVs?

Vehicle Buyer’s Guide for Fleets - www.ccities.doe.gov/vbg/fleets

October 2003Tools and Resources

U.S. Department of Energy
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
Bringing you a prosperous future where energy is clean, abundant, reliable, and affordable

Minnesota has the most ethanol stations in the United States, 
while Texas has the most propane stations and California has 
the most compressed natural gas and electric stations.

Found in 
the Guide



There are many reasons to buy AFVs 
for your fleet. The Guide shows you:

• Energy Policy Act of 1992 (EPAct) 
requirements for purchasing AFVs

• Other laws and regulations that 
affect AFV purchase and use

• Incentives for purchasing AFVs
• Stories of fleets that have 

successfully incorporated AFVs

Are AFVs Right for Your Fleet?

So you’ve decided to buy an AFV and know a bit 
about them—what next? The Guide helps you:

• Search for AFVs by fuel type, manufacturer, a 
class 

• Analyze the incremental and fuel costs of AFVs 
• Compare several AFVs side-by-side
• Find new and used AFV dealers in your area

The Guide points you to an array of useful industry contacts, news items, documents, and 
links. If you’re looking for information on AFVs oriented to the individual consumer, check 
out the Vehicle Buyer’s Guide for Consumers at www.ccities.doe.gov/vbg/consumers. If you 
still have questions, contact the National Alternative Fuels Hotline at 1-800-423-1363. 

What Are Your AFV Choices?

Need more 
Information?

Clean Cities

For more information about the Clean Cities Program visit www.ccities.doe.gov
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New York requires state fleets to acquire increasing 
percentages of AFVs or hybrid electric vehicles as 
part of their annual vehicle acquisition plans.

More than 190 light- and heavy-duty AFV models are 
available in 2003, powered by natural gas, ethanol, 
electricity, hybrid electric systems, and propane.

Found in 
the Guide
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Neither the United States government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employ-
ees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or respon-
sibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, 
product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately 
owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service 
by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or 
imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States government 
or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not nec-
essarily state or reflect those of the United States government or any agency thereof.
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A Strong Energy Portfolio for a Strong America
Energy efficiency and clean, renewable energy will mean a stronger economy, 
a cleaner environment, and greater energy independence for America. 
Working with a wide array of state, community, industry, and university 
partners, the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy invests in a diverse portfolio of energy technologies.
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