oy, ol T,
Hugh Hammond Bennett (right), first
Chief of the Soil Conservation Service.
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New Buzz Words, More Conservation
2002 Farm Bill Advances Technical Service Providers

Thecurrent staffing level sof
NRCSareinsufficient to adequately
meet theincreased need for technical
assistance under the conservation
programs authorized by the 2002
FarmBill. Sowheredoweturn?

Enter technical service providers.

IN 1994, responsibilitiesfor
conservation programswere
transferred to the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) inthe
U.S. Department of Agriculture. To
meet itsrespongbilities, NRCSuses
itstechnical expertiseto helpfarmers
and ranchers makeland management
decisions. Whenafarmer or rancher
appliesto participateina
conservation program, NRCShelps
them evauatethe condition of their
land to determinethe most
appropriate way for themto meet
their conservation objectives.
Throughitsconservation planning
process, NRCS helpsthefarmer or
rancher devel op aconservation plan,
and depending upon theavail ability of
funds, providesfinancia assistanceto
implement identified conservetion
practices.

The 2002 Farm Bill expanded the

availability of financia andtechnical
assistancefundsfor the
implementation of conservation
programs. Theresourcesof NRCS
may fall short, however, of being able
to meet the conservation planning
needs. The 2002 Farm Bill responds
tothispotential shortfall isto expand
theavailability of technical assstance
by encouraging other private
providersto deliver technica services.
Toensurehighqudity technical
servicesareavailabletoal farmers
and ranchers, the Secretary of
Agricultureisestablishingasystemfor
approvingindividuasand entitiesto
providetechnica assistanceto carry
out programsunder the Farm Bill and
establishing theamountsand methods
for paymentsfor that assistance.
NRCSwantsto ensure that
technical serviceprovidersare
availabletofarmersand ranchers. It
isencouraging al sourcesof technica
serviceprovidersto participateinthe
delivery of conservation programs.
NRCS, also, wantsto ensure that
technical serviceprovidersthat do

(Technical Service Provider -
continued page 2)
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2002 Farm Bill Offers
New Opportunities

The 2002 Farm Bill brings
usmany changes, andwith
these changes opportunities.

Oneof themost significant
changesfor NRCSinhow we
do businessistechnical service
providers. The 2002 Farm Bill
offersmany more opportunities
for usto put conservationon
theground. Technical service
providersgiveusthevehicle
we needed to do that.

Thisissue of Natural Resource Reporter also
examinesthe many opportunitieswe haveto enhance
privateland for wildlifeasanintrega part of afarming or
ranching operation. Severa Farm Bill programscan be
used to support farmersand rancherswho want to
developwildlifehabitat.

| know the drought hasweighed heavy on our New
Mexicofarmersand ranchers. Fortunately, conservation
planning and devel opment of optionsareascloseasthe
nearest NRCS office. We continueto be hereto support
farmersand ranchersasthey decide on what conservation
measures are best for them.

Rosendo Trevino Il
State Conservationist

Natural Resources Reporter

Permission is hereby granted to reprint all or any portion of this
publication. Credit to NRCS is requested for any material reprinted.
Barbara Garrett, Editor - Albuquerque (505)761-4406

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
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programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
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tion, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-2,
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington D.C.
20250-9410 or call (202)720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an
egual opportunity provider and employer.
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Technical Service Provider (continued from
page 1)

work for New Mexico farmersand ranchers meet the
quality standardsthat thesefarmersand ranchershave
cometo expect from NRCS. The2002 Farm Bill
requiresthat al technica serviceprovidersmust meet
standards. In particular, al technical servicesprovided by
technical serviceprovidersmust meet applicable NRCS
standardsand specifications. NRCS national standards,
and state standards and specifications, may befound
through linksat the Web site hitp://www.nrcs.usda.gov.

Toassist NRCSwithitsquality assurance process, the
2002 Farm Bill requiresthat the technical serviceprovider
signawritten certification that thetechnical services
provided for aparticular practice or plan complieswithall
program requirements, legal requirements, and NRCS
standards and specifications. Thisregquirement makesit
clear that atechnical serviceprovider isresponsiblefor
thequality of theass stance provided to either thefarmer,
rancher, or Department of Agriculture.

In February, NRCS unveiled the new Technical
Service Provider Registry, called TechReg, that isan
I nternet application that makesit easy for technical
providersto register and becomecertified, and for NRCS
customersto find certified providers. TechRegison-line
and availableat http://techreg.usda.gov. TheWebsite
providesatechnical service provider locator, information
about certification categoriesand critera, on-line
certification, and technical serviceprovider progress
reporting.

Theseareexciting timesin conservation. They bring
with them the challenges of anew avenuefor doing
businessinNRCS. Technical service providerspromise
to help usmeet our goa of prompt, quality servicesthat
help New Mexico farmersand ranchersmeet their
conservationgoals. Theresultswelook forwardto are
moreenvironmentally and financialy sound operationsfor
our farmersand ranchers.

Matural Resources
Conservation Service
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2003 Water Supply Outlook Bleak

Great Need for Conservation Continues

Evenwiththeaboveaverage
precipitation acrossNew Mexicoin
February, the state water supply
outlook continuesto bebleak. The
water supply forecast for New
Mexico through the spring snow melt
season rangesfrom dightly above
normal inthe upper PecosBasinto
well below normal onthe Rio Grande
and upper San Juan River.

Flow volumefor the Rio Grandeis
forecast to rangefrom 61 percent of
normal into Cochiti Laketo 53
percent into Elephant Butte Reservoir.

Forecast flowsrangefrom near
110 percent of normal on the upper
PecosRiver to 65 percent of normal
on the Rio Chamaand 62 percent for
theRio Ruidoso. Navajo Reservoir is
expected to have 59 percent of
norma inflow whileflow inthe
AnimasRiver isforecast near 65
percent of normal.

Thisyear’sMarch runoff forecast
ismuch lessdirethan the onethat was
issuedin March 2002.

However, in February four of the
thirteen reservoirsin the state had
storage level sthat continued to drop.
TheseweretheHeron, Abiquiu,
Conchas, and Navgjo Reservairs.
Heron Reservoir storage has not been
thislow sinceMarch of 1979, and
Abiquiu Reservoir isat atwenty-year
low. Inthe SanJuan River Basin
storageditsat itslowest level since
May 1968 at the Navajo Reservair.

Automated snow survey site at Wesner Springs near Pecos, New Mexico

Total reservoir storageinthe state
isat 45 percent of average.

Early in February warm and dry
conditions persisted, and the
snowpack started experiencing some
meltout. Uncontrolled streamsinthe
upper reachesexperienced an
increaseinflow. Attheend of the
month cooler and wetter conditions
hel ped 9 ow down themeltout of the
snowpack, and flows decreased.
Streamflow forecastsfor theRio
Grandearedtill well below average.
The Pecos and streamsin the Sangre

de Cristos are expected to flow near
normal thisspring aswell asthe Zuni/
Bluewater basinand the San
Francisco.

Thebottom lineisthat snow runoff
forecastsarewarning of acontinuing
drought. Theclear messageisthat
farmersand ranchersneed to continue
with conservation planningtogive
themselvesoptionsinthesetough
times. Conservationplanning
assstanceisavailableat the nearest
Natural Resources Conservation
Serviceoffice.

(3)
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2002 Farm Bill Offers Multiple Ways

to Address Wildlife Concerns
Local Work Groups Have Options

Thereismorethan one
opportunity to addresswildlife
conservation under the 2002 Farm
Bill. InadditiontotheWildlife
Habitat | ncentives Program (WHIP),
theranking criteriafor the
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) providetwo scoring
opportunitiesfor wildlife concerns.
Thereisalso aConservation Reserve
Program and Wetlands Reserve
Program that can be used to protect
wildlifehabitat.

To NRCS at-risk speciesare
natural resourcesthat areto be

considered inthefunding process, just

asareeroded land, invasive weeds,
or any other resource concern. The
goal, according to David Seery,
NRCSwildlifebiologist, isto protect
and support at-risk speciesto assure
they do not becomethreatened and
endangered.

Two such speciesthat have gained
attention arethelesser prairie-chicken
and black-tailed prairiedog.

Thelesser prairiechickenisan
uncommon grouse of the southern
Great Plains. InApril eachyear it
congregates on mating grounds (leks)
scattered throughout the countryside.
Their mating danceisnot only a
memorablesight but alsoa
memorable sound, likenumerous
cross-cut saws, “wobbling”
melodioudy. Itisacandidateto be

Lesser prairie chicken

listed onthe National Threatened and
Endangered Specieslist, andisa
national priority under NRCS's
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP).

The Portales Field Office, lead by
JoeWhitehead, hasexperiencein
managing contractsthat
accommodatethelesser prairie
chicken. Therancherscooperatingin
theseprojectsareusing deferred
grazing astheir primary tool tohelp
bol ster the popul ation of these
grouse. Theresulting taller grassis

benefiting the nesting habitat,
providing better opportunitiesfor the
brooding of young.

Theblack-tailed prairiedogis
another speciesthat isacandidateto
belisted ontheNational Threatened
and Endangered Specieslist, anda
nationd priority under EQIP.
Although they may beabundantin
somelocations, their numbershave
declined during the past century.

Black-tailed prairiedogslivein
coloniesor towns. To maintainthe
sizeof their town or toincreasethe

ONRG

Matural Resources
Conservation Service
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acresof activetowns, akey
management tool isburning or
mowing tall grassaround the edge of
thetown. Itisherethat predators
hideand stalk the prairiedog that is
not alert. Somein New Mexico also
have created artificial burrowsto
establishnew colonies.

Establishing and maintaining
prairiedog coloniesisbest
accomplished onalargeranch
for they cantranamit theplague
to humansby thebite of an
infected fleaor by handling
infected animals. Whiletherisk
of contracting plaguefrom
prairiedogsissmall, awvareness
and avoidance arekeysto
protecting humansfrom
exposure.

Towns can berestricted by
planting tall grassesor shrubsto
createabarrier. Also, net wire
fencing can beburiedinthe
ground.

Grazing doesnot interfere
with prairiedog towns.

NRCS has several
programsthat can be used to
help support at-risk species
such asthelesser prairie
chickenand black-tailed prairie
dog.

TheWildlifeHabitat Incentives
Program (WHIP) assistslandowners
toimprovehabitat for wildlife. One
of themain advantagesof this
programisthat it providesfunding not
only for agricultureland, but dso
landsthat may have other uses- such
asforestlands or open spaces.

EQIP can be used to apply
conservation practicesthat will benefit
wildlifeonagricultura land. Inthe

2003 New Mexico Ranking
Criteria, for example, conservation
practicesthat benefit animas
(indudingwildlife) ongrazinglands
orirrigated landsare scored. The
conservation practicesthe
producer selectsmay impact more

Black-tailed prairie dog
Photographer: Don MacCarter/New Mexico Game and Fish

than oneresource concern (such as

soil erosion, water quantity, etc.),
andwildlifeisoneof the concerns
tobeconsidered. The EQIP
ranking processa so takesinto
consideration at-risk speciesunder
other considerations. Thereisan
opportunity hereto providefor
actionthat will benefit at-risk
species. Theloca work groupsin
each NRCSdigtrict establishthe

number of pointsthat will beawarded
ineach EQIPranking criteria
worksheet. Thisenablesthelocal
work group to havetheflexibility to
respond to its specific resource
concerns, and givesthemthetools
they needto addressthewildlife
concernsintheir area

Ancther programinthe 2002
Farm Bill that can beused to
protect wildlifehabitat isthe
Conservation Reserve Program.
The Conservation Reserve
Programisused to protect highly
erodiblesoil and providewildlife
habitat. Under thisprogram
planting native vegetationto
replace cropsresultsin additiona
wildlifehabitat. Prairiecounties
ineastern New Mexico can have
ggnificantimprovementsto
prairie chicken habitat by
restoring midtotall grass
communitiesusing thisprogram.

Finally, the Wetland Reserve
Program can be used to restore
wetlandsthat have been
degraded. Inan arid state, such
asNew Mexico, natural
wetlandsareextremely valuable
forwildlife. Longterm
easements can be purchased
from landownersto ensure wetlands
are preserved for a30 year term or
permanentlly. Another optioniscost-
sharing with the owner to restorethe
wetland without an easement.

The 2002 Farm Bill’smany
programsreflect NRCS sconcernfor
at-risk wildlife. In cooperationwith
our partnerswe can usethesetools
wisely to support New Mexico's
wildliferesources.
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High Demand for Native Grasses Bares Cupboards

A recent surgein demand for nativegrassseedis
stressing thesupply at the LosL unasPlant Material
Center. Thecommercia seed industry inthe southwest is
currently experiencing aboom in demand for nativegrass
seed. Thisboom isbeing fueled by the seeding of areas
devastated by recent forest fires, land disturbed by new
highway construction and recongtruction, and areas
effected by drought. The Plant Materia s Center
propagates native grass seed, shrubs, and treesfor usein
conservation projectsthroughout New Mexico and the
surrounding high desert area.

The breeder stock the center maintainsisthat whichis
most trueto type of the original grassesdevel oped by the
center. The breeder stock isused by the center to
establish productionfields, aso known asfoundation
seed. Theseed fromthe productionfieldsissoldinturn
to commercial enterprises, through the New Mexico
Crop Improvement Association, that useit to grow seed
they can sl commercidly.

Asaresult of thischain of production, the center must
maintain both breeder and foundation seed for each plant
materia variety. Maintaining breeder and foundation
seed-fieldsislabor intensive because thefidldsmust be
kept nearly weed free.

Whilethe sudden upsurgein demand isgood news
because it meansmore conservation and native grasses
arebeing appliedto theland, thissamedemand is
stressing theresources of the plant material center. To
respond to thisdemand, the plant material center will be
increasing their production in 2003 with the addition of
morenew fields.

Demandsin the native seed industry ebb and flow.
Responding to thesefluctuationsappropriately isa
significant task, and achalengethe center isready to
meet. Theprocessof getting fieldsinto production takes
time, and the patience of commercial producers.
Working together, the cupboards can be replenished and
the promisesof native grassesrealized.

Foundation seed nearing short supply at Los Lunas Plant
Material Center

Cane bluestem, a native grass, being grown at the
Los Lunas Plant Material Center for use in highway right-of-
ways, rehabilitation of burned over lands, and range improve-

ment
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District Conservationist Helps
American Indians Utilize Farm Bill

Likemany Navajo people, ClaudiaWilleto introduces
hersdf by identifying her heritage.

| am ClaudiaWilleto of the Navajo clan born for the
Red Bottom Peopleand Zuni Clan, shesays.

Asthedidtrict conservationist in Crownpoint, Willetois

ableto combinethisproud heritageand her trainingand
skillsto support farmersand ranchersintheareain
conserving their natural resources.

“TheFarm Bill hasprovided financia assistanceto
American Indians, anong others, inmy areatoingtall
conservation practices,” Willetosaid.

“Oneexampleisan elderly producer in my areathat
has about 28,000 acres. Because of the Farm Bill this
producer got awell drilled, and tank and trough instal led.
Thisindividua isnow looking at doing cross-fencing, and
later planson clearing rabbit brush. All of thisisbeing
donetoimproverangeland.”

TheFarm Bill isbringing numerousimprovementsto
AmericanIndiansinWilleto’'sares, including:

- Fences
Livestock pipeline
Wdls
Brush management
Erosion control, such asrock and brush dams
Livestock ponds
Rangeseeding in nativegrasses

Working around the Crownpoint areaand with her
native peopleisat timesuniquefor adistrict
conservationist, atask that Willeto takesin stride.

“Some of the producershereonly speak Navgo, so
itisimportant that | help themwithinterpretationif thatis
needed,” Willetosaid. “Also, land ownershipis
complicated.”

Farmand ranchland in the Crownpoint areamay be
under thejurisdiction of the state of New Mexico, Bureau

Claudia
Willeto
Crownpoint
Area

of Land Management, tribal trust, or Indian allotment.
Thentherearetribal ranchesthat are owned by thetribe
but |eased to tribal members.

Willeto saysthat working with her own peopleisthe
most enjoyable part of her job - and not just beinginan
officebut going out inthefield and trying to make
improvements. She seesher work ashaving a
tremendousamount of responsibility, particularly the 2002
Farm Bill and effortsto emphasizelocal contral.

ClaudiaWilleto, like so many NRCS staff inNew
Mexico, gained her education at New Mexico State
University. Sheholdsamaster’sdegreefromNMSU in
agriculture and extens on education and minor inrange
science. 1N 1992 shejoined the Soil Conservation
Servicein Gallup asasoil conservationist. In1995she
accepted the digtrict conservationist positionin
Crownpoint.

MNatural Resources
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New Mexico NRCS Field Team Contacts:

NormanVigil

Northwest Team
Cook’sProfessiond Building
224 L osAlamosAvenue, Suite 1
Espanola, NM 87532
(505)753-6412

BenCreighton

Northeast Team

200 North Second Street
Clayton, NM 88415
(505)874-2391

DanThomas

Central Team

Agricultura ServiceCenter Bldg. 27
Courthouse Road

LosLunas, NM 87031
(505)865-4642

JohnAllen

Southwest Team

2507 North Telshor

Las Cruces, NM 88001
(505)521-8119

HallisFuchs

Southeast Team

409 Central Avenue
Carrizozo, NM 88301
(505)648-2941

KenWalker

East Team

918 Parkland
Clovis,NM 88101
(505)762-4769 x119

PublicAffars

Natura Resources Conservation Service

6200 Jefferson NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
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