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(1)

DOMESTIC SOURCE RESTRICTIONS
THREATEN FREE TRADE: WHAT IS THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DOING TO ENSURE
A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD IN THE GLOBAL
ECONOMY?

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2005

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM,

Washington, DC.
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room 2154,

Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Tom Davis (chairman of the
committee) presiding.

Present: Representatives Tom Davis, Duncan, Cummings and
Norton.

Staff present: Keith Ausbrook, chief counsel; Chas Phillips, policy
counsel; Rob White, press secretary; Drew Crockett, deputy director
of communications; Victoria Proctor, senior professional staff mem-
ber; Edward Kidd and Jaime Hjort, professional staff members;
John Brosnan, GAO detailee; Teresa Austin, chief clerk; Sarah
D’Orsie, deputy clerk; Corinne Zaccagnini, chief information officer;
Andrew James, staff assistant; Nancy Scola, minority professional
staff member; Earley Green, minority chief clerk; and Jean Gosa,
minority assistant clerk.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Good morning. The committee will come
to order. A quorum being present, I want to welcome everybody to
today’s hearing on foreign government efforts to institute unfair
procurement rules to gain an economic advantage over U.S. compa-
nies.

I am particularly concerned with the recent actions by the Chi-
nese Government. China recently circulated draft rules on govern-
ment software procurement. These rules make it virtually impos-
sible for American software companies and other non-Chinese firms
to provide products and services to the Chinese Government, Chi-
na’s largest purchaser of information and technology products.

The rules would require American companies striving to do busi-
ness with the Chinese Government to manufacture all of their
products in China and to register the copyrights in China before
they register them anywhere else. In addition, at least 50 percent
of the product development must be done in China. These rules
make participation in the Chinese Government market nearly im-
possible for U.S. firms and I might add firms in other parts of the
world.
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The U.S. software industry already has lost billions of dollars in
export revenue due to rampant piracy and counterfeiting in China.
The committee has previously held hearings on intellectual prop-
erty and was astounded to learn that 92 percent of Chinese soft-
ware products are pirated. A ban against Chinese Government pro-
curement of U.S. software would eliminate our industry’s best op-
portunity to expand its legitimate exports to China.

I am, of course, concerned about the direct impact of the pro-
posed regulations on the U.S. software industry. But even more im-
portant is the impact on world trade and the discriminatory prece-
dent this would set if China were to adopt such onerous rules. The
fact that the U.S. trade deficit with China has reached record lev-
els only adds to my concern.

Additionally, China should beware of the law of unintended con-
sequences. The proposed regulations would deny China’s govern-
ment the ability to use the world’s best software and undermine
China’s efforts to encourage the active participation of U.S. soft-
ware companies in developing a vibrant software economy in
China.

For the global economy to operate to the benefit of all nations,
each country must have procurement systems that are nondiscrim-
inatory, transparent and merit based and technology neutral.

The primary purpose of today’s hearing is to get a better under-
standing of our government’s effort to ensure a level playing field
for U.S. companies abroad.

We have two distinguished panels of witnesses before us today.
On the first panel, we will hear from Benjamin Wu from the De-

partment of Commerce Technology Administration and Charles
Freeman from the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, who will
discuss their efforts to dissuade China from implementing this and
other discriminatory policies.

Our second panel features private sector representatives from
the Software Information Industry Association, the Business Soft-
ware Alliance and the U.S.-China Business Council. These rep-
resentatives will explain the implications of the Chinese law on
American competitors.

I have been a strong supporter of trade with China, supported
the resolutions before the House on that, and I am a strong sup-
porter of free trade, and I have been a strong supporter of our gov-
ernment not limiting where we can buy our products.

When Accenture won the contract last year for the U.S.-VISIT
program, even though it was headquartered offshore, there were ef-
forts on the House floor to strip them of this because they weren’t
an American company, I was the one who led the debate against
that, because, I believe in free and open trade and getting the best
products for the American people at the best price wherever they
come from, but we are not going to sit here and allow other coun-
tries to start building walls around them without us taking a look
at other forms of retaliation. We can’t let this happen, and free
trade can’t continue.

I am hopeful as the U.S. Department of Commerce and USTR
continue to talk to China that this is a two-way street. China has
a lot more to lose than we do by putting up barriers. They have
a huge trade surplus right now with the United States.
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We need to take a look at how much is the Chinese Government
buying from America and how much is America buying from the
Chinese Government. Let’s take a look at, for the Chinese products
we’re buying, how much it would cost us to get them somewhere
else. This committee is going to look at that data and take a look
economically are we really disadvantaged at this point if we point
up the barriers. This is of grave concern.

The other thing is, I think if China wants to develop its own soft-
ware industry, do it the old fashioned way: Enter the market sys-
tem. They have a lot of smart people over there. Their software in-
dustry is emerging and growing every day, but this is not the way
to do it. I have to say, I don’t think the U.S. Congress is going to
sit still if China were to proceed with this and implement this.

I want to welcome everybody to today’s hearing.
[The prepared statement of Chairman Tom Davis follows:]
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Chairman TOM DAVIS. I now recognize Mr. Cummings.
Mr. CUMMINGS. I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman; and I ask

unanimous consent that the statement of Mr. Waxman, our rank-
ing member of the full committee, be a part of the record.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Without objection.
Mr. CUMMINGS. Thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Hon. Henry A. Waxman follows:]
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, I agree with what you just said,
and I would add one other element to it before I get into my state-
ment, and that is that we have heard complaints all over our coun-
try about jobs, people want jobs. With these kinds of policies, Mr.
Chairman, it’s very, very clear that, while Americans would have
greater opportunities if the doors were open and the trade deficit
was not as great as it is, the fact is that Americans want to work.
So I thank you for calling this hearing to discuss these issues that
threaten our Nation’s trading relationships with China.

The specific subject of our hearing is a draft law being considered
by the Chinese Government that would effectively prohibit Amer-
ican firms from selling software to Chinese Government entities.
Technically, the law requires the Chinese Government to buy soft-
ware only from Chinese companies or from a list of preferred for-
eign companies. However, to be placed on a list of preferred foreign
companies, a company must meet requirements that are so onerous
it is likely that no foreign firm would even try to meet them.

While this individual law is troubling on its own, it is all the
more troubling because of the context in which it is being consid-
ered. Despite having joined the World Trade Organization, the Chi-
nese Government has continued to support policies that are ex-
pressly discriminatory; and it has sanctioned the continuation of
practices that harm its trading partners.

For example, the Chinese Government continues to enforce dis-
criminatory tax and tariff policies and has thus far failed to take
the steps necessary to protect intellectual property. Frequently, the
Chinese Government has allowed market access only after firms
seeking to do business in China have entered into the so-called off-
set agreements which have required firms to make available to
Chinese industries technical knowledge about a product or process
in exchange for increased market access. The law now under con-
sideration would simply continue and expand these policies by re-
quiring businesses wanting to sell software in China to subsidize
the research, subsidize the development and production in China
of that software.

As unacceptable as these restrictions on software are, particu-
larly as China is now reported to be the second largest market for
personal computers in the world, American businesses are rightly
concerned that if this law is enacted it could be expanded to in-
clude other critical trade sectors such as agriculture, infrastructure
technology and other portions of the high-tech sector. Therefore, it
is imperative that we take the opportunity that this hearing pre-
sents us today to make it known yet again that we oppose the im-
position of unfair trade restrictions on American businesses.

The stakes here are extremely high. Total trade, Mr. Chairman,
between the United States and China exceeded $230 billion in
2004. Unfortunately, that trade was not balanced. Our trade deficit
with China totaled $162 billion in 2004 and is now larger than our
deficit with any other country in the world. Not surprisingly, our
deficit with China has been more—one of our most rapidly growing
deficits in recent years. According to the Congressional Research
Service, in 2004, the deficit was more than 30 percent higher than
the deficit incurred in the previous year.
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I echo the comments of so many of my colleagues regarding trade
with China or with any nation. We must have fair trade. Unfortu-
nately, the provisions being considered by China will continue what
is an inherently unfair trade relationship between the United
States and China. It may therefore be time for us to finally take
steps to show the Chinese Government that we simply will accept
nothing less than fair trade in our trade relations.

Mr. Chairman, I look forward to hearing from our witnesses
today; and I yield back.

[The prepared statement of Hon. Elijah E. Cummings follows:]
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Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thank you very much.
Mr. Duncan.
Mr. DUNCAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman; and thank

you for calling this hearing on a very important topic which is be-
coming more important all the time. Thank you for your heartfelt
opening statement.

You know, if 10 years ago, or possibly even 5 years ago, I had
said in a speech or put in one of my newsletters or had spoken pub-
licly and predicted that our trade deficit would be running at $55
or $60 billion a month now or we would have a $162 billion trade
deficit with China, people would have thought I was crazy. They
would have said that never would have happened. And there are
some people, even in spite of this shocking trade deficit that we
have now, who say, well, we don’t need to worry about that. That
means lower prices for Americans and so forth.

But, you know, our relatively low unemployment rate is masking
a tremendous problem in this country and that is our very great
underemployment. We have college graduates—in fact, sometimes
with advanced degrees—all over this country who are working as
waiters and waitresses in our finest restaurants. Every kid today
is going to graduate school or feel they have to. They can’t get the
good jobs they could have just a few years ago with just a bach-
elor’s degree and so they are going to graduate schools.

Half the kids are going to law school or thinking about it. The
universities see the law schools as moneymakers and so the profes-
sors tell them, we know there are too many lawyers. Don’t worry
about it. There is always room for another good one. They don’t tell
them that half the lawyers getting out of law school can make more
money managing a McDonald’s or driving a long haul truck.

We have the college graduates who are having to settle for low-
paying, service-sector-type jobs because the trade deficit shows us
that we are still sending millions of jobs to other countries; and we
have to do better. Many, many—in fact, almost every Member of
Congress is concerned about this.

A recent column by Paul Craig Roberts, who was Assistant Sec-
retary of the Treasury under President Reagan and who is a na-
tionally syndicated columnist, he wrote this: A country cannot be
a superpower without a high-tech economy, and America’s high-
tech economy is eroding. Corporate outsources presented the loss of
manufacturing capability as a positive development. Manufactur-
ing, they said, was the old economy, whose loss ensured American’s
lower consumer prices and greater shareholder returns. The Amer-
ican future is in the new economy of high-tech-knowledge jobs. So
far in the 21st century, there is scant sign of the American new
economy. The promised knowledge-based jobs have not appeared.
To the contrary, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reports a net loss
of 221,000 jobs in six major engineering job classifications, a coun-
try that doesn’t need as many engineers; and much of the work
that remains is being outsourced or filled with cheaper foreigners.

His column goes on and on in that vein. But there’s great con-
cern.

I represent a district in east Tennessee whose economy is better
than most districts in the country because of two things, because
so many people are moving there from the north to retire and be-
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cause of government spending. But we have watched the shutdown
of almost all of our manufacturing and furniture, textiles in many
other ways.

I have a friend who is one of the richest, most successful men
in Tennessee. He has a medical company that puts out the light-
weight shoes for foot and ankle injuries and puts out the disposable
surgical trays. He has plants in Ireland, one in Estonia, two in
Mexico, two in Nicaragua. He told me recently—he has eight plants
in Tennessee. He said, I want to keep jobs in America, but I am
paying $2,850 for my employees in Nicaragua, and I’m one of the
highest paid employers there. He says, I pay $3,500 a year for my
American employees just for their health care, and I don’t know
how much longer I can keep jobs in this country because the Chi-
nese are breathing down my neck.

That is happening in every industry; and if we don’t wake up,
we are going to slowly but surely turn this country into some type
of Third-World nation.

I am sorry I am going to have to leave in a few minutes to catch
a plane to Tennessee, but I wanted to come and make this state-
ment and express my very great concern about this situation they
are in, particularly with the Chinese manipulating their currency,
and something has to be done.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thank you very much, Mr. Duncan.
What I heard at a graduation speech recently and that is that

graduates with a degree in science asks, why does it work; a grad-
uate with a degree in engineering asks, how does it work; a grad-
uate with a degree in accounting asks, how much does it cost; and
a graduate with a liberal arts degree asks, do you want fries with
that?

The world is changing. There are some educational components
to this equation that China can do very, very well in a free and
open market. I don’t know why they would want to run and hide
and look for the protections they are looking at in this case. But
I will tell you, they are not going to be using American dollars if
that’s what they think, buying their goods while putting up restric-
tions around them.

We have Mr. Benjamin Wu, who is no stranger to this commit-
tee. He’s the Assistant Secretary for Technology and Acting Direc-
tor for National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department of
Commerce; and Mr. Charles Freeman III, the Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative.

Thank you very much for being here and my regards to Mr.
Portman, one of our former colleagues, who was just sworn in.

Would you rise with me and raise your right hands.
[Witnesses sworn.]
Chairman TOM DAVIS. Mr. Wu, I will start with you. I am sure

this has been carefully scripted when you get into the international
language. We are not as scripted up here. We are a little more free
flowing in terms of what we have to say, but thanks for being with
us.
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STATEMENTS OF BENJAMIN H. WU, ASSISTANT SECRETARY
FOR TECHNOLOGY AND ACTING DIRECTOR FOR NATIONAL
TECHNICAL INFORMATION SERVICE, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE; AND CHARLES W. FREEMAN III, OFFICE OF THE
U.S. TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

STATEMENT OF BENJAMIN H. WU

Mr. WU. Thank you, Chairman Davis. Congressman Cummings,
Congressman Duncan and Congresswoman Norton, I appreciate
being invited to address the committee’s concerns on the use of do-
mestic source restrictions by foreign governments.

There is a growing concern that some of our international trad-
ing partners are implementing standards and technical regulations
that effectively serve the trade barrier and limit the expansion of
American exports. This has prompted the administration to take
action over the past several years. U.S. businesses are pushing for
a fair and equitable playing field where standards could be judged
not only on the technical merits but also on the adherence of the
principals of transparency, fairness, due process and open partici-
pation. So in much of 2003 the Department of Commerce launched
a standards initiative to ensure that standards are fair and respon-
sive to market and technology needs and that we partner with in-
dustry to combat standards as trade barriers to American goods
and services.

In May 2004, as a follow-up, the Department released a report
that called for greater collaboration across government and within
U.S. industry to prevent technical obstacles that impede U.S. ex-
ports. The report also emphasized best practices, provided critical
education and training and expanded our early warning tools. We
believe that, collectively, these actions will go a long way toward
an effective rapid response system when the use of standards are
identified as a trade barrier.

It’s clear in today’s face of intensifying global competition neither
industry nor government can be complacent about standards-relat-
ed issues. Despite the healthy trade relationships, tensions can
arise when certain countries take restrictive action that could po-
tentially exclude market access to U.S. businesses. Working in
close collaboration with industry, including the witnesses that you
will hear from on panel two, the Department is pursuing an active
multi-pronged strategy with respect to standards-related issues
around the globe, with particular attention on China, given Amer-
ican businesses’ desire to enter and help develop the Chinese mar-
ketplace. For China, this strategy includes continued engagement
at the policy and technical levels to deal with issues as they arise,
providing support where appropriate to the U.S.’ standards devel-
oping organizations to open offices in China, posting a standards
attache to the U.S. Embassy in Beijing and sponsoring an ongoing
series of both general and sector-specific workshops involving Chi-
nese officials and relevant U.S. private and public sector interests,
among other initiatives.

Let me address the committee’s focus of the specific example
where China is causing great concern within U.S. industry, its
pending software procurement regulation which could limit the
ability of U.S. industry to sell software products and services to the
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Chinese Government. U.S. software companies, which are widely
recognized as industry leaders for their leading-edge innovation,
have invested billions of dollars in China to participate directly in
China’s growing information technology market. This is especially
necessary to combat and offset the perceived high rate of software
piracy in China.

The Chinese Government is a major source of legal software pur-
chases and represents an open market for the U.S. software indus-
try. China’s proposed procurement rules undermine the stated goal
of developing a domestic software industry which requires close col-
laboration of foreign software producers and foreign investment.

On a political level, also, the proposed domestic preference set
forth in China’s procurement policy runs counter to the spirit of
Premier Wen Jiabao’s commitment to reducing our trade deficit
with China by increasing U.S. exports.

The Department of Commerce, in close coordination with the De-
partment of State and U.S. Trade Representative’s Office, has been
actively engaging the Chinese Government on this issue since Sep-
tember 2003 to ensure that the U.S.’ companies are not excluded
from the government’s software procurement market.

Our strategy has been a combination of bilateral dialog, industry-
to-government exchanges and multilateral coordination. These have
included the provision of technical assistance on government-pro-
curement-related activities and topics to relevant Chinese policy-
makers, facilitation of industry exchanges with key officials at the
Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Information Industry and the
State Council Informatization Office, communication of our dialog
and our concerns directly through bilateral exchanges between the
United States and Chinese senior leadership, and also solicitation
of other key trading partners such as the European Union and also
Japan to engage China directly on this issue. We continue our
strong efforts on this issue.

In particular, I would emphasize we have taken every oppor-
tunity to address and raise this issue with our Chinese counter-
parts, especially at the very highest levels, ranging from Deputy
Division Director to Vice Premier. For example, Under Secretary
for Technology Phil Bond, Commerce Under Secretary, has raised
the issue with SCITO Vice Minister Yang Xueshan. I also raised
the issue with the Vice Minister as well as with MII Vice Minister
Xi Guohua during my August 2004, trip to Beijing where I led a
17-member government industry delegation to discuss related
issues.

In addition, former Commerce Secretary Evans has raised the
issues on several occasions since October 2003 with Vice Premier
Wu Yi, with Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan and also MII Minister
Wang, the most recent which occurred in January 2005 on his final
trip to China before he completed his tenure as Commerce Sec-
retary. And it is expected that current Commerce Secretary Carlo
Gutierrez will also be raising this issue in his future discussions
with senior Chinese ministers as well.

We have also approached the European Union and Japan repeat-
edly to enlist their support in this effort since both have shared
goals regarding a fair and nonrestrictive procurement policy in
China. The European Union in particular is lobbying aggressively
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for China to begin negotiations on the WTO agreement on govern-
ment procurement, the GPA. And Japan’s Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry has raised the issue with China’s Ministry of
Commerce as well.

In our exchanges with the Chinese Government, our message is
clear and consistent. By moving to implement this policy, China
would be undermining its explicitly stated objective of encouraging
the development of a domestic software industry.

Developing software in a global context requires the formation of
partnerships between foreign and domestic companies to provide
users the best products at the lowest price possible and the lowest
total cost of ownership. Restricting the purchase of foreign software
discourages foreign software vendors from seeking cooperative as-
sociations with local companies, which can also isolate Chinese do-
mestic companies from the international software community. Fur-
thermore, firms generally invest in research facilities where there
is an active market for the results of their research and the strong
likelihood of recouping their investment costs. In the face of limited
market potential, many foreign firms are likely to reduce their re-
search and development in China, and they will be required to im-
plement procedures or eliminate it completely. China’s best hope
for development for its software industry lies in the creation of en-
forcement of intellectual property rights and also in fostering a cli-
mate of innovation, not in implementation of restricted measures.

The potential impact of China’s proposed software procurement
measures on the U.S. software industry is less certain but certainly
would not be positive. We are concerned that the overly restrictive
definition of domestic software contained in the draft regulations
has the potential to sharply restrict the sales of U.S. software to
the Chinese Government.

Mr. Chairman, the fact that you are holding this hearing under-
scores the importance of this issue to American software manufac-
turers and that the legislative bodies and the executive branch of
the U.S. Government shares the significant concerns about the im-
plications of China’s pending regulation concerning the Chinese
Government’s acquisition of software. At Commerce, we will con-
tinue to work collaboratively with State, with the USTR’s Office to
ensure that the U.S. software companies continue to have access to
Chinese Government customers. We will continue to work vigor-
ously to achieve this goal.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman; and I would be happy to respond to
any questions you and members of the committee will have.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thank you, Mr. Wu.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Wu follows:]
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Chairman TOM DAVIS. Mr. Freeman.

STATEMENT OF CHARLES W. FREEMAN III
Mr. FREEMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the

committee. It is a great honor for me to be here today.
Thank you for the greetings to Ambassador Portman. I come

from being in the middle of a request by Ambassador Portman to
initiate a top-to-bottom review of our trade policies with respect to
China, so I look forward to coming back to the committee and dis-
cussing those in greater depth.

I appreciate Congressman Duncan’s mention of the concerns that
we have as a result of the increasing competitiveness in this coun-
try of Chinese imports. I know we are here today to discuss market
concerns into China, so I will address my remarks to that. I have
submitted testimony for the record, which I would ask be included.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Without objection, your entire written
statement is in the record.

Mr. FREEMAN. If I could summarize it fairly briefly, we have had
over the past few years, especially since China joined the WTO in
2001, a series of concerns with respect to their WTO commitments
and also concerns about the extent to which our companies and our
businesses, our farmers and workers have access to their market.
We have some fairly significant concerns that still remain, al-
though we have made progress.

China has become our fifth largest export market. It has been
our fastest growing by far in the past few years. So we have grown
from a fairly low base a number of years ago to about $35 billion
in exports last year. That is the good news.

The greater concern I think is as a result of some of the market
access problems we have. Primary among those would obviously be
China’s protection of intellectual property rights. If we are talking
about the software market, we are looking at piracy rates of up-
wards of 90 percent. That is extraordinarily difficult for our compa-
nies to deal with and extraordinary difficult not just in the Chinese
marketplace but increasingly as a result of exports of counterfeit
and pirated materials from China to either third-country markets
or even into our own.

We have made progress but continue to have concerns with Chi-
na’s treatment of our agricultural exports, particularly through the
use of sanitary standards that questionably have scientific bases.

We continue to be concerned about the treatment of our services
industries through the use of high capitalization costs or other re-
quirements that put an excessive burden particularly on our small-
er firms.

We have concerns about China’s implementation of its commit-
ments on distribution rights, the ability of our firms not to just get
a product in the Chinese market but actually have it appear on
Chinese shelves and reach Chinese consumers.

And, finally, we have concerns with respect to China’s implemen-
tation of its commitments on transparency, in other words, the
ability of not just our firms but Chinese companies and others to
see the rulemaking and licensing decisions as they occur and to
have access to the processes which will ensure that these are not
operating beyond the veil of secrecy.
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We are here also to discuss the increasing use in China of indus-
trial policies that have the effect of limiting the access of our ex-
ports and limiting the ability of our exports to achieve penetration
to the Chinese market. We have seen this in the use of standards,
as Under Secretary Wu discussed, where China produces Chinese-
specific standards that make it very difficult for our firms to
produce on an economic basis for the Chinese market. We have
seen this through the use of discriminatory tax policies. Last year,
the United States filed the first and only case against China in the
WTO for its use of discriminatory tax policies in the semiconductor
area.

And increasingly now we are seeing it in the use of government
procurement regulations. To review the bidding in 2002, China pro-
mulgated the government procurement law which set in place in ef-
fect a ‘‘buy China’’ set of regulations that made it difficult or cre-
ated the prospect that certain sectors would be reserved or at least
presented to Chinese companies more favorably than to foreigners.
This comes, as I think the chairman and others have suggested, at
a very bad time when we do have a $162 billion trade deficit,
where increasingly our products that do have a competitive advan-
tage or should have a competitive advantage in the Chinese mar-
ketplace, including technology products and software products,
when these are increasingly beginning to have a market develop
particularly in the government’s market, which is, as most of you
know, the only legitimate market for software in China. This pre-
sents significant problems to us.

In November 2004, China targeted software as the first sector in
its government procurement law to produce these ‘‘buy China’’ poli-
cies; and they fleshed out the law further in March 2005. The pol-
icy itself attempts to put in place limitations on U.S. software and
other foreigners’ penetration of the marketplace by insisting upon
a narrow definition of domestic. If a United States or foreign com-
pany wants to qualify as domestic, it has to put in place significant
R&D in China, qualify for tax purposes, have a certain number of
Chinese employees and, in other words, raise the cost of doing busi-
ness in China so that—as an exporter—so that, in effect, you are
supposed to relocate to China.

What has the United States done? What has the administration
done? In addition to some of the activities that Assistant Under
Secretary Wu described, the administration has targeted this policy
at the highest levels for discussion at the Joint Commission of
Commerce and Trade, which was in December 2003, elevated by
President Bush and Premier Wen to be the primary problem-solv-
ing dialog in the relationship to overcome trade frictions and, as
has been said and what was described by Premier Wen, as the
process to encourage U.S. exports, as opposed to discouraging Chi-
nese imports to the United States. So we have targeted this policy
specifically for inclusion in resolution at that dialog.

In addition, we are working very hard to make sure that China
lives up to its 2001 commitment to join the government procure-
ment agreement as soon as possible. If it were to join the govern-
ment procurement agreement, this policy would be in violation, in
our view, of the agreement. So the shortest distance between these
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two points is for China to join the GPA. They said it is ready to
join as soon as possible.

We have been working very hard to make sure we are preparing
China to be technically ready to achieve the negotiations and acces-
sion to GPA. They are saying the key concern is whether it’s pos-
sible yet. We have been working with our fellow WTO members,
the Europeans, the Japanese, to encourage China toward a path
that gets them toward GPA accession. But we are trying to use the
power of logic and persuasion. That is, if the stated policy of the
Chinese is to encourage a domestic software industry, the way to
do it is not to eliminate competition. Silicon Valley was not created
in a vacuum but through the free exchange and flow of ideas. The
key is not to further reduce the ability of others to compete in that
marketplace. That will only stagnate the market, in our view, and
stagnate the development of China’s software development and
make it difficult for us to support open markets to Chinese prod-
ucts.

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I greatly appre-
ciate the opportunity to be here today. I’m happy to discuss this
and other things the administration is doing to ensure a level play-
ing field with respect to China and look forward to your questions.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thank you.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Freeman follows:]
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Chairman TOM DAVIS. Do either one of you have any idea how
much our government is buying in Chinese goods and services an-
nually? Any ballpark?

Mr. FREEMAN. I don’t have a figure. As a result of China not par-
ticipating in the GPA, they are not as active as they otherwise
might be.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. There was a controversy about buying
those green beret caps from China. But I’ve got to believe at least
on the good side that there are a number of items we are purchas-
ing, and I’m wondering if you could try to see if you could put a
dollar figure on what we’re buying from China. Because I think
their program, although they cite buy America and some other pro-
visions in our law which are very, very slight—which by the way,
for the record, I don’t like—but although they cite this, I think they
have a lot more to lose if we get into a trade war on this in terms
of the expanding markets.

The other thing we look at is the component of what we are buy-
ing from China, how much would it cost us if we had to go some-
where else, what’s the cost to taxpayers in value. I think we need
to be aware of those things as we enter into negotiations and add
up some dollars and cents.

I agree with you. There are a lot of minds in China. They’re put-
ting a lot of emphasis on education. Their software industry is
going to do just fine over the long term. Our countries are
offshoring a lot of work to China right now. The last thing they
want to have, I think, is a trade war into these areas. They can
learn and grow and prosper and be very, very competitive. But if
they start putting up barriers, they are going to be finding out that
they’re going to be left with inferior software and they are not
going to be able to compete in global markets. What are the Euro-
peans doing about this?

Mr. FREEMAN. The Europeans are primarily focused on getting
China to join the government procurement agreement. They have
less of a stake in China’s software market than we do. They have
their own problems in terms of developing a software market for
themselves. So their key is, I think, they are trying to get China
to join the GPA so that the next step, whatever that might be, if
it’s not software, it’s an area that Europe is even more competitive,
that they do not fall afoul.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. I think in IT we are running an $8 billion
trade surplus. It’s one of the few areas we’re running a surplus,
and now they want to put up a barrier to do that.

You know, I don’t think it serves their own purposes certainly,
but I don’t think we can sit there and be a punching bag. You have
to remember, the Accenture contract last year on U.S.-VISIT was
almost overturned in the House. The mood of Members will be very
angry if they are to implement these regulations. And although the
administration wouldn’t like it, it’s hard to figure there wouldn’t be
some congressional retaliation. All a Member has to do is take a
look on any appropriation bill and say no funds shall be expended
to a good company from China and it’s made in order. You can’t
protect this from leadership.

There are a lot of vulnerabilities that the Chinese need to under-
stand. They better add up the dollars and cents before they try to
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start getting into this. There has to be a better way to try to get
at their end results, I think, than just putting up a ‘‘buy China’’
for software.

Also, I don’t know—although American businesses have invested
a lot over there, given the intellectual piracy and other issues that
are raised, I don’t think it’s a smart move. And I think you are
doing everything to encourage them. I don’t think Congress will sit
idly by and watch this happen.

The Chinese Government has stated that its procurement frame-
work is modeled in large part of those of other countries, including
our Buy America Act. That’s not really accurate, given the depth
and breadth of the proposed regulation, is it?

Mr. FREEMAN. In our view, it is not. The key again is, is it con-
sistent with the government procurement agreement? If China has
committed, as they have, to join the government procurement
agreement as soon as possible, the fact they would be putting in
place policies in the interim that are not consistent with GPA nei-
ther makes sense nor is fair play.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Would you agree that the domestic source
restrictions that we do have on our acquisition system, such as the
Buy America Act or the Berry amendment and various other re-
strictions that apply to defense procurements, that they make it
more difficult for us to argue against restrictions like the ones we
are discussing today? Do they throw that back at us?

Mr. FREEMAN. They do. I think there is a fairly open and trans-
parent process by which we arrive at those regulations, and we feel
quite confident that those are consistent with GPA.

Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, in relation to software, procurement by
the U.S. Government is done through service contracts. That
means the development, the maintenance and consulting. The Buy
America Act does not apply to service procurement.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. The Trade Agreements Act has a limited
role there? Trade Agreements Act would have a limited role where
Buy America doesn’t apply, or are you familiar with it?

Mr. FREEMAN. I’m not certain. I have to get back to you.
Chairman TOM DAVIS. In the written testimony, the U.S.-China

Business Council said some of their member companies considered
the Chinese pending software procurement rules indicative of the
country’s overall procurement practices. Do you think that’s accu-
rate?

Mr. FREEMAN. I think it is. The reason we are spending so much
time on this issue is that it could very well be the tip of the ice-
berg. If this is clearly the first sector that they have targeted, there
are others that are out there; and if this is successful for whatever
reason, then we face significant problems down the road.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. As you know, China has a huge trade sur-
plus with the United States. Mr. Duncan talked about it; Mr.
Cummings talked about it. China’s Premier has stated that China
will reduce surplus by importing more American products, but it
appears that the Chinese Government is about to throw up a new
barrier to market access for one of the competitive exports by re-
quiring government ministries to purchase only Chinese software.
This is the one area where America leads the world, where you
would think, if they wanted to develop their own industry, they
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could work with us, learn with us, team with us, contract with us,
instead of putting up a barrier. What is the administration doing
to China to hold the Chinese Premier to its word that they are
going to buy more American products?

Mr. FREEMAN. Well, the initial thing and the immediate thing is
to make sure that China does everything in its power to dismantle
this policy in the context of the Joint Commission on Commerce
and Trade, which we will hold in the middle of this summer,
chaired on the U.S. side by Secretary Gutierrez of Commerce and
now Ambassador Portman of USTR and Vice-Premier Wu on the
Chinese side.

The key is to make sure that China recognizes that in the con-
text of bilateral trade discussions the injection of this kind of policy
is completely the wrong direction and not just in terms of its own
interest in developing software but particularly considering the
depth of the passions up here with respect to trade.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. We have the largest economy in the world.
China’s economy is growing, but starting a trade war with us is not
very smart. Both sides get hurt, of course, in trade wars, but China
has more to lose at this point, given the balance of payments. Do
you agree with that?

Mr. FREEMAN. Exports to the United States are about 10 percent
of China’s GDP. That is a lot to lose.

Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, I would also add, it is not just loss in
sales and revenue. We believe and are trying to underscore this
point with the Chinese that they would also lose innovation capa-
bilities as well, because the U.S.’ industry, if they are allowed to
engage in the marketplace, if they are allowed to make the invest-
ments that they know will be fair and equitable and able to recoup
back, then they are willing to provide the assistance, the support
necessary that will help develop the Chinese marketplace, and that
is so critical in this international marketplace and global market
that we have. So if the Chinese want to be engaged in the process,
they have to be part of the process and not to be closed and an iso-
lationist.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. The procurement side really bothers me;
and, of course, that’s the jurisdiction of the committee. Everybody
has a different view on trade. I have been a very strong free trader.
I have looked at it that if we get a pretty good deal in our relation-
ship with China in the sense that we are buying goods from them
at reduced costs which bring down inflation here and it’s good for
our consumers and what China is buying mostly from us is our
paper, that is not a bad tradeoff; and when we quit doing it from
each other, it could hurt us both.

We appreciate the administration’s efforts, but I am afraid that,
if we are unsuccessful, we have to understand they have to expect
some kind of congressional retaliation in terms of government pro-
curement at a minimum; and I think they end up losing if that
happens. So let’s try to work this out. Everybody gets hurt in a
trade war.

Mr. Cummings.
Ms. Norton.
Ms. NORTON. I appreciate Mr. Cummings has allowed me to go

ahead of him. I have people waiting in my office.
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I wanted to come to this hearing to try to do what I have been
trying to do for a long time, to figure China out. We don’t seem to
be getting very far with China. I have a question of what we think
the real strategy is here. In many ways, this seems a counter-
productive proposal, but is it? So the assumptions we make, it
seems to me, about what China is doing may be peculiarly western
assumptions about market and so forth. Let me ask you a question
based on how the Chinese might be looking at this.

Some of this, 50 percent of the market to be developed, some of
that is what developing countries have done all along. We are talk-
ing about pre-technology. It is not uncommon all over the world
today. We have all kinds of government policies that say, if you
want to do business here, if you want to have access to our re-
sources, if you want access to our market, the quid pro quo is, and
we are used to that.

Now we are dealing in technology. Technology literally changes
moment to moment. And it looks like from what I can tell we
would not only be shut out, but their own development, such as it
would be, would be copyrighted. So here they want copyright pro-
tection, and to assure it they want the development on their soil.

Now we have had a kind of nervous quid pro quo: We sell, they
steal. They pirate, but we sell. Now they are going to continue to
pirate, but it’s going to be hard for us to sell to the government.
And this is China after all, who is the biggest purchaser.

I really wonder if this assumption that it’s so counterproductive
while they buildup their industry is correct. The Chinese are smart
people. This stuff is developing and out of date momentarily.
Pirating continues. They may believe they don’t need normal trade
in order to get access to what it takes to develop their industry.
They will do what they have been doing all along. More than 90
percent of our stuff gets pirated anyway, and we haven’t been able
to do anything about that.

I thought in traditional terms, too, how can they develop their
industry if in fact they don’t have access to ours? Hey, this is the
biggest market in the world. They know that everybody is trying
to get access to them. They want to develop that market for them-
selves. Everybody, hello. They may be under the assumption that
if they continue to pirate, close their market, this huge market that
everybody is salivating about really becomes only their market.
Yeah, they are a little behind the curve, but how much behind the
curve if they continue to pirate?

I would like a response to that, but my bottom line is I don’t see
China doing anything unless they feel they have something to lose;
and, thus far, I have not heard what they have to lose. I am very
impressed with the way in which China bargains with westerners:
Listen and ignore; listen, talk and ignore; keep doing what you
were doing all along. Until somebody really does something, and I
haven’t seen anything of that kind that has occurred, that makes
you have to move.

In the Korea talks, to get to another sector altogether, we’re
there. Whatever is their thinking, they are there. Not only has it
not done any good, it has gotten worse. Here, I don’t accept that
those poor things, they don’t know what they are doing. I don’t ac-
cept what the chairman said, it’s counterproductive. Don’t they see
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they are going to be harmed? I don’t think that they’re stupid. I
think that they think that this is not going to hurt them, and I
have indicated some of the reasons why. And I would like your re-
sponse to that.

Mr. FREEMAN. The Chinese are incredibly patient people, and
they do sit there, and they do tend to listen to us, and sometimes
it takes a long time for it to sink in.

You raise a very excellent point. Do they know what they are
doing? Do the people who have constructed this policy know what
they are doing? Of course. But the question is, who are they trying
to benefit? The notion that the stated policy is to develop a genuine
Chinese domestic software industry with the notion that China
doesn’t always want to be the sweatshop for the world, they want
to rise up the value chain and have their own brands, have their
own technology products, they want to do all of that stuff. So they
look out there and say, how do we deal with this? How can we pos-
sibly compete with the technology, superiority and the software
market from the United States and others?

And what they have decided to do is, while we are going to try
to find some shortcuts for our own software industry, but instead
of having an open policy which allows multiple Chinese software
industries to come to the table and operate, what they have tried
to do is essentially favor some select, very large state champions.

The problem is, and I think the chairman states it quite cor-
rectly, even if you develop these software champions and you have
producers for China’s market, the fact of the matter is that 90 per-
cent of the software market is pirated. There is not a whole lot of
incentive to produce these world-class software industries if you
don’t protect IT, because the market ends up being very limited to
the government market; and it’s large but not a world-class mar-
ket. It’s enough for companies to get a foothold, but really unless
and until——

Ms. NORTON. Maybe that is what they want, is to get a foothold.
They are protecting themselves now and, later on, they might be
willing when they get their own—when they themselves are an-
gered to move forward.

My only concern here is that I think that if we want to interrupt
this—assuming that what they want to do is get drowned them-
selves before they have to open up, if we want to interrupt that
thinking, assuming that is the thinking, it seems to me they have
to understand they have something to lose. And the strategy of sit-
ting there and talking to them and having them listen, be cordial
and they are listening seems to me favors their strategy, building
themselves, doing nothing while we give them nothing to lose.

WTO really doesn’t seem to have mattered a lot here. When it
comes to patience, Chinese patience may be legendary, but we our-
selves are getting the trophy on patience with the Chinese.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. WU. Congresswoman, just to echo some of the points that

Charles had made with my own personal observations from the dis-
cussions that I have had with senior officials in delegation meet-
ings which I have led here in Washington and in Beijing, it seems
clear that there is a significant voice within the Chinese Govern-
ment to try to use the domestic requirements to try to elevate and
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create their software industry. It’s for them a sense of nationalism.
They want to play as a world leader, that they have to have world
markets; and they are feeling, as has been conveyed to me, that if
they are going to be purchasing Chinese Government software then
they should give preference to the domestic markets so they can
build it up and then allow that industry and that company to be
able to play in the world stage to compete against some of the
international players.

The problem, though, is that in some of the proposed regulations,
they do it in such a heavy-handed way that excludes any oppor-
tunity for U.S. companies—or any international software com-
pany—to enter into that market. And there isn’t a process of open-
ness, of fairness or due process or participation.

And what we are seeking is to allow us to be at least part that
have process. And that’s the effort that USTR’s office and Depart-
ment of Commerce have been trying to push.

I think it’s also somewhat divided too, within the Chinese Gov-
ernment. It seems as if there are some people who understand the
notion of the importance of innovation—of reaching out and being
part of the world economy—especially in the software center. And
then there are those who retreat back—that if we are going to help
our domestic countries, we have to have domestic—strong domestic
country requirements.

There was an article from November of this past year entitled,
‘‘Beijing City Slammed over Microsoft Deal,’’ which, according to
Beijing Times, Microsoft won a $21.95 million yuan contract from
the Beijing municipal government. But then they had to rescind it
because it came under fire for damaging China’s nascent software
industry.

So I think you are seeing divisions also within China. And ulti-
mately we like to, through the administration efforts, through the
USTR and Commerce make sure that those who support the inno-
vation and the openness and the fairness of process, make sure
they win out. And that’s why we are so aggressive in trying to
make sure at the very highest levels of government, the Chinese
understand the strong support and the insistence that they open
their markets in a fair and free way.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thank you very much.
Mr. Cummings.
Mr. CUMMINGS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I am seeing and I am listening to all of this. I listened to the

chairman’s questions, and then I read the testimony that will come
up shortly from Mr. Frisbie, and then I read the testimony of Mr.
Bohannon of the Software Information Industry Association, and
then I read the testimony of Robert Holleyman, who is going to tes-
tify, president and CEO of Business Software Alliance, and I have
listened to your testimony.

I have to ask you this question, are we impotent with regard to
doing anything? I mean, when I look at everything that I have read
and heard, it sounds like we have to walk a very—and this is
just—I am a trial lawyer, so I am used to listening to testimony.
But it sounds like we have to walk a very thin line because we
don’t want to insult anybody, and we are in the process of trying
to negotiate. Is that a fair statement?
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In other words, let me tell you why I refer to Mr. Bohannon’s tes-
timony. Because I said to myself, now, these are the people who are
really—they have something to really lose here. So I was looking
for—I wanted to see what he said with regard to what is needed.

And what he said here is at a minimum the Chinese must begin
negotiations to join the WTO agreement on government procure-
ment consistent with the WTO commitments which were made
more than 4 years ago. To date, no such discussions have taken
place.

As for changes in regulations, nonChinese software companies
must be allowed to compete as domestic software companies if they
meet nondiscriminatory minimal requirements that all companies
must meet in order to operate in the Chinese market.

He goes on to say this includes removing the requirement that
in order to be ‘‘domestic,’’ copyright registration must be held by a
Chinese person. The two-scheme, where waivers before any agency
can procure foreign software is simply unworkable and unaccept-
able.

Before that though, he talked about—he was very, very com-
plimentary of the work they have been doing to do with our folks,
with you all.

So I am trying to think—and I was looking for the—you know,
this is what we got to do, and this is the way we do it. But it
sounds like—and then I listened to your answers to Ms. Norton’s
question. It sounds like we—do we have a big stick back here to
kind of wave to get the Chinese to do what we want them to do,
or am I missing something? Do you understand the question?

Mr. FREEMAN. Yes, I understand the question. There are a couple
of things been, obviously if you talk about $162 billion in trade def-
icit, and congressional concern, yes, you have a fairly big stick.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Does holding this hearing send any kind of mes-
sage so far, you think?

Mr. FREEMAN. I think it does. Let me back up for a second. I am
not a trial lawyer, but I know that one of the problems we face
with this policy is it is not yet implemented.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Yes.
Mr. FREEMAN. What we are trying to do is we are trying to pre-

vent it from becoming implemented. So, in theory, it is not quite
right one of the problems we have when we go and scream at the
Chinese people.

Mr. CUMMINGS. You don’t scream. You don’t look like a scream-
ing type of guy.

Mr. FREEMAN. At 2 a.m., I can raise my voice. But what happens,
you know, is you say this is a problem. This is a problem our com-
panies face. And they say well we haven’t implemented it yet. And,
in fact, we just bought $400,000 from such and such company why
are you getting spun up about it?

We say, well, what this does is it has a chilling effect on the mar-
ketplace. This is the kind of a policy which, even if not imple-
mented, sends the wrong signal. In fact, you have government enti-
ties, maybe not in this building in China or Beijing, or maybe down
in Yunnan Province, but know about this policy and implement it
even actually before it is implemented.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 13:54 Jul 07, 2005 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 D:\DOCS\21296.TXT HGOVREF1 PsN: HGOVREF1



40

And that’s the concern that we have. So we are trying to get this
off the table before it actually fully gets in place. If and when it
fully gets put in place, you may actually see me scream.

Mr. WU. We work very closely with USTR and Department of
Commerce. We serve as advocate for free and fair trade and for in-
dustry. USTR has done a very good job in implementing some of
the negotiations, in being part of the negotiations. What we need
to do is if China wants to be a world player, they have send it to
WTO—they have a number of other agreements that they have
agreed to. And we need to make sure they live up to their obliga-
tions.

Certainly moving the Chinese into being a partner, in the WTO
Government Procurement Agreement, is very important. Because
then once they send to that status of being a player in that agree-
ment, then they will have obligations that they have to live with.
That may very well make issues like this moot.

So moving them forward, they have committed to moving as soon
as possible. But using our leverage, partnering with our key trad-
ing partners such as the EU and Japan to help achieve a goal and
to have demonstrable accountability for the Chinese in procure-
ment issues, is critical. And so I think that’s something the USTR
does very well.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Is there anything that you all need from us, the
Members of Congress, that would help you? I mean, do you have—
what you have. I can’t imagine what you might need, but is there
something that you need from us?

Mr. FREEMAN. Don’t underestimate the power of your own voice
with China directly. We hear frequently concerns from the Hill at
USTR and at Commerce. But China needs to hear that from you
all too. So the fact that you are holding this hearing is, in my view,
a very positive thing and something that I think does send a strong
message. I encourage you to pick up the phone and call the Ambas-
sador if you feel the need.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, I have two more questions.
Chairman TOM DAVIS. Sure.
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Wu, IBM recently sold its personal computer

division to a computer company that is primarily owned by the
Chinese Government. This sale was approved by the Committee on
Foreign Investments, despite concerns expressed in the United
States over the extent of technology transfer that this sale would
represent.

Do you think that the approval of this deal or of other proposed
sales would still be warranted if China is continuing to impose un-
fair trade restrictions, particularly on information technology prod-
ucts?

Mr. WU. Congressman, you are referring to the CFIUS procedure
for IBM and Novo merger. That was decided on its merits and real-
ly didn’t have the externality of these issues as part of that proc-
ess.

The question with the CFIUS process is whether or not there
would be concerns of intellectual property transfer that would raise
it to such a level that would warrant the government to step in and
block the merger.
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If you like, we can provide you with more information about the
process, the decisions and deliberations.

I think in this particular issue those, at least for IBM and Novo
the issues that—the greater issues that you are discussing here
today were not a party of the discussion.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Finally, let me ask you this. You know, industry,
in order to maintain any business, you have to have some kind of
predictability. You have to be able to reasonably predict your fu-
ture. And certainly when you are dealing with sales, that’s a big
deal.

I mean, it basically dictates, as you well know, how many people
you are going to employ, whether you are going to expand, whether
you are going to move, all of those kinds of decisions.

And I would imagine that people in this computer area feel the
same way. I mean, do they still have—they still have the same
kinds of problems. I mean if you all, just based upon what I have
seen so far, if I am a business person and I am sitting on a seat,
I am sitting right now in my office watching this on C–SPAN—and
I am wondering what my future looks like with regard to this
issue. I know you are not—you don’t have a magic ball, but what
do you—what is your vision at least of what you think is reason-
able of what will happen in the next year or two. You got me?

Mr. FREEMAN. If you are asking do I think we will resolve this
question?

Mr. CUMMINGS. Yes.
Mr. FREEMAN. I can’t say. We are going to try awful hard. If I

am a business person looking at the Chinese market and seeing
this kind of policy being implemented and seeing the general lack
of transparency in government rulemaking and decisionmaking and
licensing and so forth, I recognize the enormous risks of doing busi-
ness in China and recognize, really, that this market has a long
way to go before you can achieve the kind of predictability that you
would really like.

It is getting—it is making progress. Things have really come a
long, long way in the past 3 years. But it’s a long way from being
what you call a market of perfect information.

Mr. CUMMINGS. And that coming a long way, what was, if you
had to think of one thing, either one of you, that was the brightest
light in that, you said we have come a long way. Is there something
that happened that just made you say, OK, this looks like we are
getting somewhere here? The reason I am asking that question is
I am just wondering, you know, what got us to whatever that point
was is trying to perhaps duplicate whatever helped us get there so
we can get to the next point.

Mr. WU. One of the, I think, brightest lights, certainly, in terms
of our negotiations on technology matters with China was the
WAPI issue with encryption. And there we were able to work with
the Chinese, elevate the discussion with the highest levels with
Ambassador Zoellig, USTR; Secretary Powell over at State and Sec-
retary Evans at Commerce to raise it to a level that clearly under-
scored the administration’s concern about this, that we were able
to have China work on living up to its WTO obligations.

And we are continuing to work on doing that in that case on the
encryption standard, while it’s the example of a successful resolu-
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tion, it was at least based on WTO obligations that helped facilitate
the process.

So we need to get China engaged, be party to a number of obliga-
tions and treaties, and make sure they continue to hold up to their
obligations, especially on intellectual property rights.

Mr. FREEMAN. Could I just add quickly to that. I think if—even
looking at this issue, and where do I see signs of encouragement.
Five years ago, you never would have seen them publish the pro-
posed rules or comment. You never would have seen multiple
drafts be exposed to public eye. And the fact that you have sug-
gests to me that we have made tremendous progress. Now, the key
is to take the next step to not only have them accept comments,
but actually do something with them.

Mr. CUMMINGS. So I guess in a way we are kind of commenting
here today, would you agree? Mr. Wu.

Mr. WU. Another successful example is the WTO inconsistent re-
bate on the VAT for semiconductors manufactured in China. And
once again, there we had the opportunity to have China be re-
quired to live up to its obligation with WTO.

Let me also add, Congressman, in addition to the good work of
the USTR in negotiations requiring China live up to its treaty obli-
gations, we are also engaged in the Department of Commerce on
the softer side, dealing with the trade and trying to impress upon
the Chinese the importance of innovation, of enforcement for intel-
lectual property rights, and especially if they want to be a global
player.

Two years ago, when China had ascended to WTO status, I im-
mediately went over and led a delegation of government officials to
go to the Chinese science parks to talk to their entrepreneurs and
to talk to their innovators and to underscore the importance of ITR
if they want to grow, if they want to start their open business, and
if they want to be successful.

Because they need to have that intellectual property right. The
trademarks all protected around the globe. So Commerce is en-
gaged in a number of those activities, as well as on standards to,
in relation to China. We have been working very closely with in-
dustry and status of open organizations to make sure there’s a
process in China. So when we see a standards or trade barrier, we
can react immediately.

We can then get, if necessary, all of the highest levels of govern-
ment engaged. And that’s part of the secret, I guess, for WAPI, is
that we were able to respond so quickly to the issue and alert the
Chinese that this was going to be a major issue for the United
States. And they were able to move to concession and accommoda-
tion to our needs.

Mr. CUMMINGS. I just wanted to echo what Chairman Davis has
said. I think you will get pretty much consensus from both Demo-
crats and Republicans, that when it comes to trade, we are going
to have trade, we want it to be fair trade and we want our people
to have an opportunity to have jobs. We don’t want that college
graduate that Mr. Davis talked about with the liberal arts degree—
and here we are at graduation time by the way—going out to work
to ask the question, ‘‘Do you want it with fries?’’ Our young people
are working too hard to be the best that they can be to be denied
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these kinds of opportunities. They are invaluable. And these kinds
of opportunities, by the way, will last them until they die. So we
don’t want them to be deprived of that.

Thank you.
Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thank you very much. I want to thank

our first panel. Let me just add, I am somebody with a liberal arts
degree with Amherst, and I was a head fries man on the day shift
at McDonald’s early on in my life.

And a voice said, if you can’t do anything else, you can always
run for office. You just have to be 25 and a citizen of the State.

But we appreciate very much what you brought to this. I hope
you will take back to the Chinese some of the concerns that we are
raising on a bipartisan here in Congress.

I am going to declare a 2-minute recess while we get our next
panel. Thank you very much.

[Recess.]
Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thanks very much, thanks for being pa-

tient. You see, the members have a lot of interest in this that the
administration is trying to finess.

We will recognize our second panel. We have Mr. Robert
Holleyman, the president and CEO of Business Software Alliance.
Mr. John Frisbie, U.S.-China Council, and Mr. Mark Bohannon,
Software Information Industry Association.

Thank you all for being here. Please rise and raise your right
hands.

[Witnesses sworn.]
Chairman TOM DAVIS. Mr. Holleyman, we will start with you.

STATEMENTS OF ROBERT HOLLEYMAN, PRESIDENT AND CEO,
BUSINESS SOFTWARE ALLIANCE; JOHN FRISBIE, PRESI-
DENT, U.S.-CHINA BUSINESS COUNCIL; AND MARK
BOHANNON, SOFTWARE INFORMATION INDUSTRY ASSOCIA-
TION

STATEMENT OF ROBERT HOLLEYMAN

Mr. HOLLEYMAN. Good morning, Chairman Davis. It is a pleas-
ure on behalf of the member companies of the Business Software
Alliance to have an opportunity to testify before your committee
this morning.

The U.S. software industry is a uniquely global industry. U.S.
software companies derive more than half of their revenues from
exports. Trade liberalization in China and elsewhere is absolutely
critical to our industry’s growth. And BSA members have consist-
ently and actively supported WTO trade liberalization agenda. We
strongly advocated for China’s WTO accession in 2001, and we also
believe that China must move forward with accession to the WTO’s
Government Procurement Agreement as it pledged to do.

Our industry is confident that given a fair and level playing field,
we can compete in the Chinese market and in any other market
in the world.

Yet, we face an uphill struggle in China. China should represent
a huge opportunity for our industry. It’s the second largest market
for personal computers in the world. It has vast opportunity for PC
software. But due to rampant copyright piracy, it’s only the 25th
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largest market in the world for software sales, ranking behind
much smaller countries like Denmark.

One bright spot in recent years has been the efforts of the Chi-
nese Government to insure that the government itself uses only
legal copies of software. The Chinese Government is by far the
largest single purchaser of software in China, and the procurement
market represents one of the most significant growth opportunities
for the U.S. software industry. And we are concerned that it’s
about to be closed to U.S. software products and services.

In 2002, as you have heard, China enacted a broad law requiring
that the government purchase only domestic goods and services.
Unfortunately, the software sector was selected as the first sector
in which to apply this new law. As proposed, China software pro-
curement regulations would severely restrict the ability of Amer-
ican software companies to sell to the Chinese Government. The
draft proposals sets up a 2-tiered preference system, the first tier
for domestic software and the second for qualifying foreign soft-
ware. Domestic software is to be heavily favored in that process.

Our assessment is that no American software company will qual-
ify as Chinese domestic software under the proposed regulations.
And to qualify as eligible foreign software, the software provider
must meet and satisfy a number of performance requirements, in-
cluding things like investments in China, R&D, outsourcing work
and taxpayer payments. It’s our understanding that government
agencies will still need to get a waiver for each procurement of eli-
gible foreign software.

In a market where over 90 percent of the software is pirated and
in the Chinese market is by far the largest purchaser of legitimate
software, such a discriminatory procurement regime would effec-
tively close the door to many, if not all, U.S. software companies.
The Chinese procurement preference will have an immediate and
significant harmful economic impact in the United States. These
are not theoretical concerns, Mr. Chairman. We are already begin-
ning to see effects in the marketplace, as we have heard from Mrs.
Norton earlier this morning, even if the regulations aren’t fully in
place.

Local and provincial governments have been canceling orders
based on pressure and concerns that they would not comply with
new procurement regulations.

I have to emphasize, as you have also heard this morning, that
this regulation is only the beginning of a process of implementing
China’s government procurement law. Other sectors will follow,
particularly those where China considers it strategic to its eco-
nomic development.

China’s premier has committed to addressing the $162 billion
trade imbalance between the United States and China by facilitat-
ing an increase of U.S. exports to China. This proposed regulation
fails to advance that policy. It also fails to advance China’s broader
goals of developing a vibrant software economy and efficient, effec-
tive-government services.

The single most important thing that could be done to promote
a domestic software industry in China would be to reduce the $3.8
billion-a-year piracy problem, and thus expand the market for both
domestic and foreign software alike. Whatever we can do in China
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to reduce piracy should be aimed at that result, demonstrable mar-
ket growth.

BSA has joined with a host of IT and U.S. industry leaders, a
number of whom you will hear from this morning, urging a delay
in implementation of these regulations until a mutual agreement
can be reached. China’s procurement framework must be open, in-
clusive and nondiscriminatory. It must allow United States and
other foreign software makers to compete without restriction in
China’s government market.

We appreciate your holding this hearing, Mr. Chairman. We ap-
preciate the efforts to work with the U.S. Government. Time is of
the essence as China may move ahead to implement final regula-
tions at any time. Thank you again for inviting BSA to testify. I
will look forward to answering questions at the appropriate time.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Holleyman follows:]
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Chairman TOM DAVIS. Mr. Frisbie. Thanks for being with us.

STATEMENT OF JOHN FRISBIE
Mr. FRISBIE. Chairman Davis, thank you for giving me the oppor-

tunity to testify today. When China joined the World Trade Organi-
zation in 2001, it agreed to conduct its government procurement
transparently. China became an observer to the WTO agreement
on government procurement in 2002 and began the process of join-
ing the GPA as soon as possible. Accordingly, our expectation has
been that China’s procurement rules in the interim would move it
closer to the principles was GPA.

In March of this year, China released draft regulations on the
procurement of software, to raise important questions about Chi-
na’s commitment to the spirit of the GPA. As currently written, the
draft regulations are a key concern for many of the U.S.-China
business councils, approximately 250 member companies. It’s, of
course, a concern for our members who are software companies.
But it is also a concern to other companies who look at this as an
indication of China’s government practices more generally.

I do want to note that we applaud the Chinese Government for
its transparency and the release of the proposed rules for public
comment. This is a step forward, as you probably know. However,
we have significant concerns that the new rules are also a step
backward for their procurement regime.

Our specific issues are twofold. First the software rules would es-
sentially block American companies from competing on equal basis
with Chinese firms for PRC government contracts for software
products and services. And second, the software rules could set a
precedent for future discriminatory procurement policies.

The full explanation of the regulations is in my written state-
ment, but in short the implementing measures for the government
procurement of software lay out guidelines for the certification of
domestic software and services.

The measures also envision a list of preferred nondomestic soft-
ware and service providers. Essentially, the implementing meas-
ures would require Chinese Government entities to purchase do-
mestic software products in domestic software services unless they
receive a special waiver from the Ministry of Finance and the Fi-
nance Administration Ministry to buy a list of qualified companies.
As a result these rules, as they are drafted contain a number of
concerns.

On a technical level, the rules appear to contradict open procure-
ment principles by effectively prohibiting access by international
software providers to the PRC government market. The definitions
of domestic software products and domestic software services are
restrictive to a point that even those international companies with
subsidiaries, manufacturing facilities and large levels of investment
in China might be unable to qualify their products as domestic, as
that term is defined in the proposed rules.

To be certified as domestic, the software product must meet three
requirements. It must be developed in China. A Chinese entity
must hold its copyright, and half the development costs of this soft-
ware must be incurred in China. Software, of course, is typically
not created in any one country.
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In addition, today’s software is often based on older programs
written years ago, and therefore could not have been developed in
China. So as a result to meet the domestic criteria, software com-
panies would likely have to create entirely new products using pro-
gramming code written only in China.

Since the rules, in effect, would therefore grant an absolute pref-
erence to domestic products and services, this amounts to a prohi-
bition on the procurement of products developed and distributed by
international suppliers.

Furthermore, the procedures and the regulation for a listing in
the catalog of preferred nondomestic suppliers appear to give inter-
national companies only the most minimal level of market access.

Chinese Government entities will only be allowed to purchase
software listed in this catalog if there is no domestic substitute and
if they obtain a waiver from those ministries I mentioned a mo-
ment ago.

Those are highly restrictive requirements. And the proposed
rules will effectively block international software companies from
competing in this market on an equal basis with Chinese suppliers.

Many countries, including the United States, grant domestic
firms some form of preference in government procurement con-
tracts. These preferences, however, are almost always accompanied
by cost thresholds or other mechanisms that limit the use of such
preferences.

In contrast, China’s proposed software procurement rule set out
an absolute reference for domestic goods. There are no general cir-
cumstances described in the proposed rules, in which an inter-
national company would enjoy the same access to the government
software market bears of domestic supplier.

So when you combine this absolute preference with the highly re-
strictive definition of domestic software, the proposed rules essen-
tially block companies from competing in the market.

As such, the proposed rules do not conform to the requirements
of the WTO, the Government Procurement Agreement, which
China has said it intends to sign.

So where does that lead us? Our recommendations are these.
First I want to point out, as mentioned earlier, that China Wen
Jiabao, during his last visit to the United States in December 2003,
called for the expansion of U.S. exports to China to help reduce the
U.S. trade deficit.

He also said at that time that the U.S.-China trade relationship
should be based on the principles of mutual benefit, and that each
side should consider the effects on the other. We support these
statements by Premier Wen. We, therefore, would be disappointed
to see China implement policies that would greatly limit American
access to its government procurement market for software at such
a critical time in the U.S.-China trade relationship.

We need more opportunities for U.S. companies to sell products
to China, not less. Access to the PRC government procurement
market for software is exactly the type of win/win outcome of sig-
nificant mutual benefit that Premier Wen spoke of in September
2003.

In addition, we strongly support the PRC’s government stated in-
tention to join the GPA at the earliest possible time, and in the
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meantime, to develop rules consistent with the GPA. We have
asked the Chinese Government to be consistent with these stated
intentions and suspend further action on these rules until they can
be discussed in full at the JCCT meetings to be held in Beijing in
the next month or two. It’s our understanding that these proposed
rules will be a key part of the U.S. agenda at that meeting.

We fully support this approach and encourage the USTR and the
Department of Commerce to first secure commitments from Beijing
to shelve these software procurement rules or to revise them to ad-
dress the concerns of American businesses and conform to inter-
national best practices.

Second, to work to establish a timetable for China to sign the
GPA and reinvigorate their commitment to do so.

Third, seek China’s agreement to delay in the meantime other
procurement regulations that might be under contemplation, not in
conformity with the GPA.

Through formal and informal channels, we have been making
these points to the Chinese Government in pointing out the bene-
fits of having access to the best possible software at the best value,
and that this requires open procurement.

China is rightly interested in encouraging technological develop-
ment and innovation, but this can best be done through greater
competition and more openness to new technologies. American
business and government should impose measures that use dis-
criminatory policies to achieve these goals.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am happy to answer any questions
you may have.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Frisbie follows:]
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Chairman TOM DAVIS. Mr. Bohannon.

STATEMENT OF MARK BOHANNON

Mr. BOHANNON. Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to
appear here today on behalf of the members of the Software Infor-
mation Industry Association. Our more than 600 members produce
world class products for a variety of markets. They range from
some of the smallest and newest in the field to some of the largest
and well-known brands.

In the context of China, we have members that have been active
in the China market for many years, as well as those who are just
at the beginning stages of getting into that market.

Through our leadership and the U.S. information technology of-
fice, which is the leading voice of the U.S. IT industry in Beijing,
we have followed the developments on the new government pro-
curement law, the drafting of these regulations and China’s efforts
to support a domestic software industry.

Unfortunately, based on this, we feel that the developments here
are, at least, one step forward, two steps back. We have, as my col-
league Mr. Holleyman indicated, provided detailed sets of concerns
and outstanding questions to the Chinese Government. I believe we
have made these available to the committee, and, if appropriate,
would ask that they be included in the record.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Without objection.
[The information referred to follows:]
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Mr. BOHANNON. In the simplest of terms, our concerns are three-
fold. First, it does create a two-tiered system that does discriminate
between domestic and foreign vendors and will effectively prevent
any nonChinese company from participating. As my colleague indi-
cated, we believe no international software company will be able to
get its products to be eligible.

And I would go so far as to say that even many domestic Chinese
companies will have that trouble as well, which raises the issue of
transparency and consistency of the possible application of the
rules. The second issue is that rules impose onerous requirements
to be able to get on a second tier list of preferred foreign vendors,
requirements that are not imposed on Chinese companies.

And the third, the rules discriminate against U.S. companies by
demanding a waiver from the ministry of finance if a local or na-
tional government agency wishes to purchase so-called foreign soft-
ware, a hoop that no Chinese company has to go through.

It’s unfortunate that this is the result, because today, U.S. soft-
ware vendors enjoy generally favorable market access to the Chi-
nese Government, despite the many challenges of piracy, lack of
transparency and the inconsistent rule of law.

It is our view that this two-tiered system of domestic and foreign
treatment of the rules appears to be intentionally designed to sub-
vert this current status quo and change the current situation.

As my colleagues suggested, the developments in China really
bear no relation to international norms or to the requirements of
the Government Procurement Agreement, which promotes non-
discriminatory, competitive, merit-based purchases of goods and
services.

I would even go further to say that based on our experience and
working in a variety of markets—and in my own background work-
ing on technology development in the U.S. government—that no
country has attempted to isolate its software industry and software
procurement market from the international marketplace to the de-
gree set forth in the rules.

And as such, the proposed rules represent a large step backward
in the Chinese Government’s efforts to integrate its domestic indus-
tries into the global economy. As you pointed out in your opening
statement, Mr. Chairman, the implementation rules will severely
impair the ability of the Chinese Government to obtain the best
possible products at the best competitive price. Sadly in our view,
these rules as drafted instead appear to promote only the interests
of certain domestic software companies.

As I detail in my testimony, it didn’t have to turn out this way.
Over the years, both U.S. industry and the U.S. Government have
been meeting with experts at all levels of the Chinese Government
to better understand their goals and to share the lessons learned
by U.S. agencies in their move from government-specific require-
ments for IT purchases to greater reliance on commercial off-the-
shelf products and emphasis on the best value in government pur-
chases. Our discussions have emphasized the benefits of open,
transparent and competitive procurement policies.

And we have appreciated very much the leadership of the De-
partment of Commerce, Department of State and the U.S. Trade
Representatives office, as well as many Members of Congress, who
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have engaged Chinese officials on how best to achieve their goals
while not discriminating against U.S. companies and avoiding
trade distorting measures.

I think the key question is where do we go from here? It is in-
cumbent on both U.S. industry and the U.S. Government to con-
tinue to press for changes and to continue to see a delay in the
rules until real changes are made. We must work to insure that the
government procurement law achieves what it set out to do origi-
nally, to bring China’s practices into the mainstream of inter-
national commerce.

This commitment is important, because these regulations are the
first of what is likely to be a series of regulations affecting other
industries and products. And to that point, Mr. Chairman, I would
like to introduce into the record a letter from 15 association presi-
dents representing the entire IT industry, as well as the business
community generally on this point.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Without objection, it will be entered into
the record.

[The information referred to follows:]
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Mr. BOHANNON. As Mr. Cummings stated more eloquently than
I read from my testimony, it is incumbent that the Chinese begin
negotiations to join the WTO Government Procurement Agreement.
And as for changes in the regulations, we must make sure that
nonChinese software companies must be allowed to compete—and
I emphasize the word ‘‘compete’’—as domestic software companies
as if they meet nondiscriminatory applicable requirements to all
companies who must operate in the Chinese market.

Mr. Chairman, my members are under no illusion of what it
takes to operate in the Chinese market these days. It is a complex
market. Unfortunately, the developments in the implementation of
the new government procurement law and the draft regulations we
have before us are really not a step, forward, but a step back in
terms of making that situation more transparent, more open and
more competitive.

Thank you, and I would be happy to take any questions you
have.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Bohannon follows:]
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Chairman TOM DAVIS. I guess, if we implement the regulations
as drafted, is it fair to say that most of your members would not
be able to compete for the business?

Mr. BOHANNON. I think, certainly, they would have difficulty
making and showing the specific requirements there.

I think one of the developments and possibilities here is that
what is going to happen to the existing installed, and I think that’s
a question none of us can answer at this stage. But certainly in
terms of meeting the technical requirements of the regulations, I
think many would be hard pressed to insure they meet those.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. That is why they are drafting them. They
want the work done in China by Chinese-owned companies.

Mr. Frisbie, do you agree?
Mr. FRISBIE. My response would be the same; it would negatively

impact our companies. But also, if they were implemented as draft-
ed, I think that would get the attention of our nonsoftware com-
pany membership too, who would then have concerns about what
might follow on in other sectors of the procurement market.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. All right.
Mr. HOLLEYMAN. Mr. Chairman, I think ultimately a huge con-

cern, in addition to the initial threshold task, which is unduly bur-
den is that even a company that managed to make a second-tier
list, which is a qualified foreign software, would always be subject
to a waiver requirement that would have to come out of the min-
istry of finance before any ministry could purchase it. So it is a
double burden, and it is, we believe, ultimately going to be arbi-
trary and harmful.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. What are software sales, American soft-
ware sales to the Chinese Government today? Does anybody have
any idea?

Mr. HOLLEYMAN. The estimate—I don’t know for American soft-
ware sales. I know the total acquisitions in China are estimated to
be in the $606 to $660 million a year. I don’t know what portion
of that is U.S. companies, but a significant portion would be.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. That’s it, and they are going to risk a
trade war over that. I mean, look, let me ask you this. If they were
to do this, if I were to put an amendment in on the floor, which
would pass, that we would not—that we would be prohibited from
buying goods from China. The government would not be able to buy
goods from China, easy amendment to put on a restrictive spending
amendment, it is not subject to point of order.

What do you think the Chinese reaction would be, and what
would be your reaction to that? It would certainly get their atten-
tion because we are buying everything from AK–47s to clothing to
a lot of other goods from them right now.

Mr. BOHANNON. I think certainly it would send a message at a
minimum. I think that, you know, the challenge here is keeping
the focus on making sure the rules don’t get implemented so that
we can avoid such a situation. And I think our focus really is to
make sure that they don’t get implemented as they are proposed
so we can avoid exactly that kind of confrontation.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. But that would certainly send a message
to the Chinese that we are not bluffing, wouldn’t it? Mr. Frisbie,
what do you think?
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Mr. FRISBIE. I think the first thing I would like to see is what
happens at the JCCT meetings, because I know that for the USTR
and Commerce, it is one of the issues at the top of their list. I also
know from conversations with the Chinese Government that they
are considering this as well. So, I want to see what the results of
that meeting are.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. But if the meeting is bad, if we have a
bad outcome, what are we left to do at that point? Continue to buy
their goods? Continue to go out and have open procurement with
China? I think we have to take a look at how much it will have
cost us if we knock them off of our list. That’s a fair question. But
after that, I think, we have nothing to lose and you have to let
countries know that they can’t—that this has to be a 2-way Street.
Mr. Holleyman.

Mr. HOLLEYMAN. Mr. Chairman, I certainly think this morning’s
hearing and your statement is getting a lot of attention. So I think
it’s a useful step. And we hold out, as Mr. Freeman testified on the
first panel, that a specific item of discussion at the JCCT needs to
be on this topic.

We think ultimately there are three things that are going to help
in this, making sure at the highest political levels within China
this issue gets attention. Second, that there is an immediate stand-
still of any effort to impose these new regulations for software; and,
three, that China move forward with its commitment to join the
Government Procurement Agreement.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Well, if they join the Government Procure-
ment Agreement, these regulations probably wouldn’t be in order,
would we agree with that?

Mr. HOLLEYMAN. That’s correct.
Chairman TOM DAVIS. I think that’s what we need to work at.

I will just tell you if the we implement these regulations, somebody
will offer the amendment on the floor. We see these every year for
much less onerous actions by other companies and the govern-
ments. They need to know it is coming.

Sometimes we defeat these, sometimes we don’t. But Chinese
just need to understand that is going to happen. I don’t know if it
is a good idea or a bad idea at this point. Actually, after the hear-
ing, I am beginning to think it is not such a bad idea. If that is
all we have left—but we all prefer to work this thing out as adults
and recognize whatever the Chinese are trying to accomplish, help
them accomplish that.

But, you know, at the same time, we are opening our markets
to them, and we have a huge trade deficit, that their government
needs to take a leadership role. And this is one of the few protected
areas, right? In terms of software and integrity if the government
buys there.

Let me ask you this: Each of you has identified specific concern
with the proposed rule. We talk about how the U.S. industry would
adopt these requirements of how we are predicting it. The Chinese
regulations require that in order to be considered domestic 50 per-
cent of a product’s cost should be incurred in China, and that the
product must have its final formulation in China.

Is that realistic in light of the international way in which soft-
ware development occurs?
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Mr. HOLLEYMAN. Well, it’s certainly not realistic for any existing
provider who has a global business.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Is there any company or, for that matter,
any known software development model that tracks its costs by
geographical input?

Mr. BOHANNON. No. I mean, we have gone back to our members
to make sure that we are fully up to speed on the latest. We are
not aware of any company that does that. It’s both impractical and
not the reality of the way software development occurs.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Also, the Chinese Government stated its
procurement framework is modeled in large part on those of other
companies. And they quote our Buy American or Trade Agreement
Act. But is this really an accurate statement from the experience
of your member companies?

Mr. BOHANNON. I can say categorically, no. I personally sat for
5 hours with the Chinese experts and brought in some of the best
in both private and public sector procurement experts—and had
them walk through with the Chinese how our system really works,
that it is based on a series of system preferences, not prohibitions,
which is at the heart of the Chinese approach. And that the U.S.
system, for all its complexity, does not discriminate on the basis of
national treatment. And we have explained this ad infinitum. But
they continue to make the suggestion that is the case. And cer-
tainly our experience in the EU is also indicative that Chinese ap-
proach is not based on any known model that we are aware of.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Isn’t the Chinese software industry grow-
ing? I mean, it is growing like hopsi, isn’t it?

Mr. HOLLEYMAN. It is growing, Mr. Chairman. I mean, a lot of
that industry is the industry that is based on the outsourcing
model.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Offshoring a lot of it.
Mr. HOLLEYMAN. A lot of what India is doing. But they also have

domestic producers of software. I mean, we think that the incon-
sistency of this is that it will isolate the Chinese Government in
terms of the type of software it uses. It will deny the government
the efficiency it wants. And no domestic Chinese producer who sat-
isfies that government test is going to ever be competitive in our
view in the global marketplace. So long term, it hurts the Chinese
software industry short-term; and long term, it hurts the govern-
ment for its e-government efforts.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Mr. Bohannon.
Mr. BOHANNON. I will just add to Mr. Holleyman, the SIIA office

believes that the revenues of the domestic Chinese companies have
been going up 20 to 30 percent over the last 2 or 3 years, mainly
because they have benefited just like U.S. companies from the posi-
tive policies to get government agencies to procure legitimate soft-
ware, for example. So what we need is to make sure that the good
pieces of the Chinese Government policies proceed because they
benefit everyone, and not go back to this discrimination between
foreign and domestic.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. Also, I mean, once, as their software de-
velopment grows in China—and we all agree and understand, it
can grow exponentially without doing this—they are going to have
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more demands from China to stop piracy and for IP legitimacy and
the right; correct?

Mr. BOHANNON. That’s exactly right.
Chairman TOM DAVIS. I don’t know why they have such a good

model right now. Everything I read about what’s going on, U.S.
companies are a major part of what is growing in the software in-
dustry over there. And I think this is just a major step backward
for them.

And I am not sure if this is part of a political agenda, but the
Chinese are getting a lot of work now on government work, Amer-
ican government work for our government—because, as you say,
our business models don’t call for software to be developed in one
single place, it’s developed in pieces all over.

What actions would you like to see our government take in re-
sponse to your concerns? Are we doing enough at this point? Is
going to the table and talking enough, or do you think hearings
like this, congressional pressure helps your meetings with your
counterparts help? What do we need to do? This needs to be, I
think, a coordinated effort. Whoever wants to. I have asked all of
you.

Go ahead. Mr. Holleyman.
Mr. HOLLEYMAN. I will start. I think that this hearing is abso-

lutely useful. I know that a number of Members of Congress have
contacted the Chinese Ambassador in Washington, have raised this
on their trips outside the United States, I think raised this at the
highest political levels, as we have had at the cabinet level is abso-
lutely important. I think the JCCT, which is upcoming in the next
couple of months, is a golden opportunity to try to insure some spe-
cific commitments from China that they will not implement these
rules and that they will move forward with the GPA. And as As-
sistant Secretary Wu testified, there have also been consultations
with the EU and with Japan.

I know that the EU has become engaged on this. And I think
working with our foreign trade partners who just want to make
sure that this market is open for America or any software to com-
pete fairly. And we believe there are a lot of allies in this effort.

Mr. FRISBIE. This is clearly an important market access issue.
Again, it is not just software, but they are looking ahead if this
goes forward, how it might impact other sectors as well. So defi-
nitely this hearing helps to bring attention to the issue, and I think
attention will be given to this hearing. As we have all said, the
JCCT meeting is actually the right next focus. I know that USTR
and Commerce have that focus. A consistent message here and in
Beijing is also extremely important. And to the extent other gov-
ernments do that as well here and in China and send a consistent
message, I think that will make a big difference, too.

Mr. BOHANNON. I would second all the comments of my col-
leagues. The two suggestions that I would make, in addition, are
I think we not only need to talk about this as an issue that affects
the software industry, but, Mr. Chairman, given your background
on procurement reform and the need for open and competitive pro-
curement issues, I think we need to approach it at that broad level
as well. I think we can, you know—even if we solved the software
regulation issue, we still have a fundamental problem with the gov-
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ernment procurement law that China has put in place. And that
is ultimately where we will have to deal with this.

The second is that we now have new leadership at the State De-
partment, Ambassador—Secretary Rice, we now have a new head
of USTR, a new Secretary of Commerce. I think it’s essential that
they continue the consistent messages that have come out of those
departments with regard to the need to address this before the
rules get implemented.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. I supported BNTR, I supported Fast
Track, NAFTA, CAFTA, you like it, I am a free trader. And this
committee doesn’t have jurisdiction on trade issues, that’s the
Ways and Means Committee. We do have jurisdiction on procure-
ment. This is the committee that will take those decisions, and I
take it very seriously, I have always—again, I led the fight last
year when they tried to knock licensure out of the U.S. visit, when
they have tried to put domestic source restrictions. I strike Buy
America every year as they try to expand that on appropriation
bills. So my record is pretty clear.

But we are just not going to sit here and let China take shots
at us without some kind of retaliation. Somebody is going to do it,
and that’s under this committee’s jurisdiction. So I am hoping we
can work these things out around the conference table if we need
to give the leeway, but I just want to say if that doesn’t happen,
I just don’t see Congress sitting idly by. I hope the Chinese under-
stand that as they sit down.

Trade war, everybody gets hurt. Consumers get hurt, efficiency
gets hurt. I just don’t see this helping anybody. But you can’t just
sit here and have it one sided on the procurement side.

I believe, when we add up everything, you are going to find that
China sells us a lot more than we buy from them, government to
government, and has a lot more to lose. I guess the question that
we would have to answer, before moving ahead is, you know, how
much would it cost us to take and buy these goods and services
somewhere else than China. We intend to get that information, just
to have that, should we have to proceed.

But let’s all work together. I think industry to industry, govern-
ment to government, trying to get this resolved in an applicable
way that makes economic sense.

Mr. Holleyman, let me just ask this final question: You men-
tioned software piracy in your statement. I know it’s a concern of
all of you. How does piracy relate to the government procurement
issue?

Mr. HOLLEYMAN. It relates directly in that the best legal and
largest market in China for legitimate software is with the Chinese
Government. And, in fact, there have been significant efforts by the
Chinese Government in the last couple of years to try to insure
that its software usage is, in fact, legal. BSA is working with the
Chinese Government this year on a number of education seminars
for Chinese Government officials to insure that they are using only
legal software. So that’s been very positive.

We are very concerned about anything that would restrict access
to that growing legal market. And let me just add, in conclusion,
that our companies are ultimately very optimistic about our ability
to compete in China. But we have to address the piracy problem,
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and we have to make sure that we have fair access to the best le-
gitimate market that exist here today.

Chairman TOM DAVIS. OK. Anything else anybody want to add?
Well, our pleasure. Thanks for this important issue, not just for

software developers, but you say this can extend straight down the
procurement system, and that would not be helpful to anybody at
this point.

So I appreciate everybody for sharing your testimony. We have
entered into the record the accompanying data. We will get some
more facts on this, and we will continue to keep an eye on this as
it moves forward.

Thank you very much. This hearing is adjourned.
[Whereupon, at 12 noon, the committee was adjourned.]
[Additional information submitted for the hearing record follows:]
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