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Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 135
(Mr. FrisT submitted the following concurrent resolution)

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
July 22, 2004.

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring),
SECTION 1. COMMEMORATIVE DOCUMENT AUTHOR-
IZED.

A commemorative document in memory of the late President of
the United States, RONALD WILSON REAGAN, consisting of the eu-
logies and encomiums for RONALD WILSON REAGAN, as expressed
in the Senate and the House of Representatives, together with the
texts of the state funeral ceremony at the United States Capitol
Rotunda, the national funeral service held at the Washington Na-
tional Cathedral, Washington, District of Columbia, and the inter-
ment ceremony at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, Simi
Valley, California, shall be printed as a House document, with illus-
trations and suitable binding, under the direction of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing.

SEC. 2. PRINTING OF DOCUMENT.

In addition to the usual number of copies printed, there shall
be printed the lesser of—

(1) 32,500 copies of the commemorative document, of which
22,150 copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives
and 10,350 copies shall be for the use of the Senate; or

(2) such number of copies of the commemorative document that
does not exceed a production and printing cost of $1,000,000, with
distribution of the copies to be allocated in the same proportion

as described in paragraph (1).
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A compilation of addresses and tributes as
given in the United States Senate and House
of Representatives plus such additional mate-
rials, including the texts of eulogies, mes-
sages, prayers, and scriptural selections deliv-
ered at the funeral services held in Wash-
ington, DC, and in Simi Valley, CA, on the
life, character, and public service of the late
President Ronald Reagan.
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Ronald Reagan

(1911—2004)

RONALD WILSON REAGAN was born on February 6, 1911, in an apartment
above the general store in Tampico, IL. His family consisted of his parents,
John and Nelle, and his older brother Neil.

After a series of homes in Chicago, Galesburg, Monmouth, and Tam-
pico, IL, the Reagans moved to Dixon, IL, in 1920. RONALD REAGAN con-
siders Dixon his boyhood home. There he attended high school where he
became involved in school football, basketball, and track. He served as stu-
dent body president, participated in school plays and worked on the year-
book. For 7 summers he was employed as a lifeguard at Lowell Park, and
is credited with saving 77 lives.

REAGAN graduated from Eureka College with a bachelor of arts degree
in economics and sociology. At Eureka College he was also involved in extra-
curricular activities including football, swim team, drama, yearbook editor,
school newspaper reporter and student body president.

After graduating college REAGAN became a radio sportscaster, first at
WOC in Davenport, IA, later a full-time staff announcer at WHO in Des
Moines. While reporting on spring training with the Chicago Cubs in Cali-
fornia, he made a screen test for Warner Bros. They liked the easy-speaking,
handsome REAGAN and signed him to a 7-year contract. REAGAN worked
in Hollywood for the next 27 years and appeared in s3 films.

His military career began in 1935 with enlistment in the Army Reserve.
Two years later he was promoted to second lieutenant in the Reserve Corps
of the Cavalry. In the Cavalry he learned to ride horses, which became a
love he enjoyed throughout his life. In 1942 he was called to active duty
in World War II. His eyesight made him ineligible for overseas duty, and
he was assigned to the U.S. Army Air Corp’s First Motion Picture Unit
attaining the rank of captain. There he appeared in numerous training films
and starred in films selling war bonds.

In 1940 he married Jane Wyman, an actress he met while filming Broth-
er Rat. Maureen Reagan was born, and Michael Reagan was adopted before
their divorce in 1949. He then met actress Nancy Davis, they fell in love,
and were married in 1952. They had two children, Patti and Ronald Reagan.
REAGAN and Davis appeared together in only one film, Hellcats of the Navy,
made in 1957. In 2002 they celebrated their soth wedding anniversary.
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After World War II, REAGAN returned to Hollywood. His interest in
the entertainment industry waned and he became increasingly more focused
on political matters. He was president of the Screen Actors Guild for § years,
and toured the country giving speeches as General Electric’s celebrity spokes-
man. In 1960 REAGAN campaigned for Richard Nixon as a Democrat for
Nixon. In 1962 he switched political parties from Democrat to Republican.
He co-chaired the California campaign for Barry Goldwater for President,
and launched his political career with a televised speech, “A Time for Choos-
ing,” which raised a record $8 million for the Goldwater campaign. In 1964
REAGAN appeared in his last film, The Killers. In 1966 he was elected Gov-
ernor of California, where he served for 8 years from 1967 through 1975.

In 1975 he announced his candidacy for President of the United States,
but failed to win his party’s nomination. In 1980 he won the Republican
nomination for the Presidency, was overwhelmingly elected, and was inaugu-
rated as the g4oth President of the United States in 1981. President REAGAN
was the oldest man to be inaugurated as President, the first two-term Presi-
dent since Eisenhower, and the longest living President of the United States.

During his 8 years in office, REAGAN was wounded by an assassin’s
bullet, appointed the first woman to the Supreme Court, worked to cut infla-
tion and reduce government spending, improved the military, negotiated
reduction of nuclear weapons with the Soviet Union, defeated the takeover
of Grenada, and called upon Soviet Leader Mikhail Gorbachev to tear down
the Berlin Wall.

At the age of 79 he left the Presidency and returned to California.
In 1991 the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library was dedicated. In 1994 Presi-
dent REAGAN released a letter to the American people announcing that he
had Alzheimer’s disease, concluding his letter with, “I now begin this jour-
ney that will lead me into the sunset of my life. I know that for America
there will always be a bright dawn ahead. Thank you my friends. May God
always bless you.”

RONALD REAGAN died on June 5, 2004, and is buried at the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Library in Simi Valley, CA.
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Speech at the Berlin Wall, June 12, 1987
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Ofticial family photograph following the inauguration, January 20, 1981
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WITH GRATITUDE FOR
YOUR EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY
IN HONORING THE LIFE OF

RONALD WILSON REAGAN
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to
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RONALD WILSON REAGAN

FORTIETH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

February 6, 1911—June s, 2004

Wednesday, the 9th of June, 2004
The Rotunda
United States Capitol
Washington, D.C.
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ROTUNDA SERVICE

UNITED STATES CAPITOL
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PRELUDE

INVOCATION

EULOGIES

HYMN

WREATHS PLACED

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

0’0

“Battle Hymn of the Republic”
“America”

“God of Our Fathers”

U.S. Army Brass Quintet

The Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin
Chaplain, U.S. House of Representatives

Senator Ted Stevens
President pro tempore, U.S. Senate

Representative J. Dennis Hastert
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives

Richard B. Cheney
Vice President of the United States

“America the Beautiful”
U.S. Air Force Singing Sergeants

Senator Ted Stevens
Representative J. Dennis Hastert
Vice President Richard B. Cheney

Dr. Barry C. Black
Chaplain, U.S. Senate

“GOD BLESS AMERICA”
U.S. Army Brass Quintet
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{Air Force One plane lands at Andrews Air Force Base.}

{The color guard representing all branches of the U.S. military gets into
position. }

{The honor cordon and the Army band march into position.}

{The color guard carries the casket from the plane.}

{Mrs. Reagan disembarks. Mourners disembark.}

{“Hail to the Chief.” 21-gun salute. “America the Beautiful.”}

{The color guard carries the casket to the hearse.}

{The hearse carrying the casket of RONALD REAGAN and the motorcade
leave Andrews Air Force Base.}

{The motorcade travels from Suitland Road to Suitland Parkway, picks up
1295 north to the 11th Street Bridge, then 1395 south into Virginia to the
George Washington Memorial Parkway north and back into Washington,
DC, at the Memorial Bridge, to Henry Bacon Drive and Constitution Ave-
nue. }

{The motorcade stops at the Ellipse at 16th and Constitution.}

{The casket is transferred from the hearse to the caisson by military pall-
bearers.}

{The funeral procession is comprised of the Honor Cordon; 16 marching
units of 89 people each; 3 marching bands with 100 pieces each; 3 Com-
manders with staff; the cortege—Special Honor Guard, Honorary Pallbearers,
and the National Color Guard; Clergy; horse-drawn carriage; caisson; rider-
less horse with the boots in the stirrups facing backward; personal color
bearer; and members of the family. The caisson is followed by the honor
guard, the color guard, the marching bands, and the cortege, the procession
of mourners.}

{The procession starts at the Ellipse on Pennsylvania Avenue, and travels
up Constitution Avenue to Capitol Hill.}

{God Bless America.}

{Flyover of 21 F-15 aircraft at Fourth and Constitution. 21 U.S. military
F-15 aircraft from the Fourth Fighter Wing, Seymour Johnson Air Force
Base in South Carolina fly over the Capitol and look like a giant V. A
single plane flies in the lead position followed by five waves of four plane
formations at 10-second intervals. At the very end, as the last part of the
formation, one of the F-15s performs the missing man maneuver where that
aircraft shoots straight up and leaves the others behind.}

{Military band plays.}

{Two 1osmm howitzers sound the traditional 21-gun salute. }

{“Battle Hymn of the Republic.”}

{Procession reaches Capitol Hill.}

{The casket is removed from the caisson and carried up the stairs by the
honor guard and placed inside the Capitol rotunda on the catafalque.}
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REV. DANIEL P. COUGHLIN, HOUSE CHAPLAIN: Let us pray.
The poet T.S. Eliot wrote, “neither does the actor suffer nor the patient
act, but both are fixed in an eternal patience, an eternal act. And the wheel
turns. The wheel turns and is forever still.” RONALD WILSON REAGAN had
many roles to play in life: husband, father, Governor, but the most notable
role on the world stage was that of the 4oth President of the United States
of America. With his style and grace he made it seem easy. With his com-
passion and sense of timing, he brought strength of character to the Nation
and enkindled hope in a darkened world. As the patient, he brought humil-
ity to greatness and presided over embracing life to its natural end and dying
with dignity surrounded by love. To you, oh Lord, ever patient with all
of us, ever active in all of us, be praise and thanks for the life and impact
RONALD REAGAN has had upon us all. Support with your grace the Reagan
family, and especially Mrs. Nancy Reagan, who stood by him in memorable
moments of history and never left him in the long moments of difficult
performance when the wheel turned, ah so slowly. Inspired by President
REAGAN, empower all of us, Lord, to employ our part in crumbling the
walls of separation and in opening the gates to a globalized world. May
our stillness here help us to remain faithful and patient with those suffering
and to make decisions that will renew faith in the future. All powerful God,
tix America in your eternal patience, in your eternal act, as the wheel turns
now and forever. Amen.

{Salutes.}

SENATOR TED STEVENS, PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE: Mrs.
Reagan, Patti, Ron, Michael, distinguished guests, members of the Reagan
family, and friends of RONALD REAGAN in America and throughout the
world:

Tonight, President RONALD REAGAN has returned to the people’s house
to be honored by millions of Americans who loved him.

Since 1824, under this rotunda, our Nation has paid final tribute to
many dedicated public servants. President Abraham Lincoln was the first
President to lie in state under this Capitol dome. In the coming days, thou-
sands will come to these hallowed halls to say goodbye to another son of
Illinois who, like Lincoln, appealed to our best hopes, not our worst fears.

In the life of any nation, few men forever alter the course of history.
RONALD REAGAN was one of those men. He rose from a young boy who
didn’t have much to a man who had it all, including the love of a faithful
partner and friend he found in his wife Nancy.

The true measure of any man is what he does with the opportunities
life offers. By that standard, RONALD REAGAN was one of America’s greatest.
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He first proved that as Governor of California and later as President of the
United States.

When RONALD REAGAN was sworn in as our 40th President, this Na-
tion was gripped by a powerful malaise. Inflation and unemployment were
soaring, and the Soviet Union was winning the cold war.

By the time President REAGAN left office, he had reversed the trend
of ever-increasing government control over our lives, restored our defense
capabilities, guided us through the worst economic downturn since the Great
Depression, and set in motion policies which ultimately led to the collapse
of the evil empire.

His integrity, vision and commitment were respected by all. But his-
tory’s final judgment, I believe, will remember most his ability to inspire
us.

President REAGAN put it best when he said, “The greatest leader is
not necessarily the one who does the greatest things. He is the one that
gets {the} people to do the greatest things.”

This President inspired Americans by reaching out far beyond what
he could attain. Like a good coach, he understood the value of a goal isn’t
always in achieving it; sometimes it’s enough to simply look out into the
future and remind people what is possible. And often, President REAGAN
achieved the impossible.

He reminded us that “government is not the solution.” The solution
lies in each of us. True American heroes are ordinary people who live their
lives with extraordinary character and strength.

President REAGAN showed us freedom was not just a slogan. He actu-
ally brought freedom to hundreds of thousands of people around this globe
by opposing oppressive regimes. Those of us from the World War II genera-
tion looked up to him for his moral courage. In him we saw the leadership
of great men like Eisenhower who led the way and moved us to follow.

On a wintry day in 1981, RONALD REAGAN stood on the steps that
lie just behind these doors to deliver his first inaugural address. He spoke
of a journal written by a young American who went to France in 1917 and
died for the cause of freedom. From that journal he read these words: “I
will work, T will save, I will sacrifice, I will endure, I will fight cheerfully
and do my utmost, as if the issue of the whole struggle depends on me
alone.”

Throughout his life, RONALD REAGAN bore our burdens as if the out-
come did depend on him alone. We will all remember him as an unparalleled
leader and an exceptional man who lifted our Nation and set the world
on a new path.

President REAGAN achieved greatness in his life. Some might even
argue he transcended it. He could not have accomplished this without
Nancy. Nancy is one of the finest First Ladies these United States have ever
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known. And the love RONALD and Nancy REAGAN shared touched the hearts
of people everywhere.

In 1989, President REAGAN delivered his farewell address from the Oval
Office. In that speech, the President spoke of the “shining city on a hill”
that, “after 200 years, two centuries ... still stands strong and true on the
granite ridge.” Now it is our turn to thank RONALD REAGAN for making
us believe in that shining city. As we say farewell, his last words as President
echo across this great Nation. If we listen, we will hear him whisper the

humble words he used to sum up his revolution: “All in all, not bad, not
bad at all.”

REP. DENNIS HASTERT, HOUSE SPEAKER: Mrs. Reagan, Mr.
Vice President, Members of Congress and distinguished guests:

RONALD REAGAN'’s long journey has finally drawn to a close.

It is altogether fitting and proper that he has returned to this Capitol
rotunda, like another great son of Illinois, Abraham Lincoln, so the Nation
can say goodbye. This Capitol Building is, for many, the greatest symbol
of democracy and freedom in the world. It brings to mind the “shining
city on the hill” of which President REAGAN so often spoke. It is the right
place to honor a man who so faithfully defended our freedom, and so success-
fully helped extend the blessings of liberty to millions of people around
the world.

Mrs. Reagan, thank you for sharing your husband with us—for your
steadfast love and for your great faith. We pray for you and for your family
in this time of great mourning.

But as we mourn, we must also celebrate the life and the vision of
one of America’s greatest Presidents. His story and values are quintessentially
American. Born in Tampico, IL, and then raised in Dixon, IL, he moved
west to follow his dreams. He brought with him a midwestern optimism,
and he blended it with a western can-do spirit.

In 1980, the year of the Reagan revolution, his vision of hope, growth,
and opportunity was exactly what the American people needed and wanted.
His message touched a fundamental chord that is deeply embedded in the
American experience.

President REAGAN dared to dream that America had a special mission.
He believed in the essential goodness of the American people and that we
had a special duty to promote peace and freedom for the rest of the world.

Against the advice of the timid, he sent a chilling message to authori-
tarian governments everywhere, that the civilized world would not rest until
freedom reigned in every corner of the globe.

While others worried, President REAGAN persevered. When others
weakened, President REAGAN stood tall. When others stepped back, Presi-
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dent REAGAN stepped forward. And he did it all with great humility, with
great charm, and with great humor.

Tonight, we will open these doors and let the men and women whom
RONALD REAGAN served so faithfully, file past and say goodbye to a man
who meant so much to so many. It is their being here that I think would
mean more to him than any words that we may say, because it was from
America’s great and good people that RONALD REAGAN drew his strength.

In the years ahead, we will tell our grandchildren about this night
when we gathered here to honor the man from Illinois who became the
son of California and then the son of all America. And then our grand-
children will tell their grandchildren, and President REAGAN’s spirit and
eternal faith in America will carry on.

RONALD REAGAN helped make our country and this world a better
place to live. But he always believed that our best days were ahead of us,
not behind us. I can still hear him saying with that twinkle in his eye,
“You ain’t seen nothing yet!”

President REAGAN once said, “We make a living by what we get; we
make a life by what we give.” Twenty years ago, President REAGAN stood
on the beaches of Normandy to honor those who made a life by what they
gave. Recalling the men who scaled the cliffs and crossed the beaches in
a merciless hail of bullets, he asked, Who were these men—these ordinary
men doing extraordinary things? His answer was simple and direct: They
were Americans.

So I can think of no higher tribute or honor or title to confer upon
RONALD REAGAN than just to simply say, he was an American. Godspeed,
Mr. President. God bless you, and God bless the United States of America.

DICK CHENEY, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES:
Mrs. Reagan, members of the President’s family, colleagues, distinguished
guests, members of the diplomatic corps, fellow citizens: Knowing that this
moment would come has not made it any easier to see the honor guard
and the flag draped before us, and to begin America’s farewell to President
RONALD REAGAN. He said goodbye to us in a letter that showed his great
courage and love for America. Yet for his friends and his country, the parting
comes only now. And in this national vigil of mourning, we show how much
America loved this good man and how greatly we will miss him.

A harsh winter morning in 1985 brought the inaugural ceremony inside
of this rotunda. And standing in this place for the soth Presidential inau-
guration, RONALD REAGAN spoke of a Nation that was “hopeful, big-heart-
ed, idealistic, daring, decent and fair.” That was how he saw America, and
that was how America came to know him. There was a kindness, simplicity,
and goodness of character that marked all the years of his life.
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When you mourn a man of 93, no one is left who remembers him
as a child in his mother’s arms. RONALD WILSON REAGAN’s life began in
a time and place so different from our own, in a quiet town on the prairie,
on the 6th of February, 1911. Nelle and Jack Reagan would live long enough
to see the kind of man they had raised, but they could never know all that
destiny had in store for the boy they called “DutcH.” And if they could
witness this scene in 2004, their son, taken to his rest with the full honors
of the United States, they would be so proud of all he had done with the
life they gave him, and the things they taught him.

President REAGAN once said, “I learned from my father the value of
hard work and ambition, and maybe a little something about telling a
story.” That was the RONALD REAGAN who confidently set out on his own
from Dixon, IL, during the Great Depression, the man who would one day
speak before cameras and crowds with such ease and self-command.

“From my mother,” said President REAGAN, “I learned the value of
prayer. My mother told me that everything in life happened for a purpose.
She said all things were part of God’s plan, even the most disheartening
setbacks, and in the end, everything worked out for the best.” This was
the RONALD REAGAN who had faith, not just in his own gifts and his own
future, but in the possibilities of every life. The cheerful spirit that carried
him forward was more than a disposition; it was the optimism of a faithful
soul who trusted in God’s purposes, and knew those purposes to be right
and true.

He once said, “There’s no question I am an idealist, which is another
way of saying I am an American.” We usually associate that quality with
youth, and yet one of the most idealistic men ever to become President
was also the oldest.

He excelled in professions that have left many others jaded and self-
satisfied, and yet somehow remained untouched by the worst influences of
fame or power. If RONALD REAGAN ever uttered a cynical, or cruel, or selfish
word, the moment went unrecorded. Those who knew him in his youth
and those who knew him a lifetime later, all remember his largeness of
spirit, his gentle instincts, and a quiet rectitude that drew others to him.

Seen now at a distance, his strengths as a man and as a leader are
only more impressive. It’s the nature of the city of Washington that men
and women arrive, leave their mark, and go their way. Some figures who
seemed quite large and important in their day are sometimes forgotten, or
remembered with ambivalence. Yet nearly a generation after the often impas-
sioned debates of the REAGAN years, what lingers from that time is almost
all good. And this is because of the calm and kind man who stood at the
center of events.

We think back with appreciation for the decency of our 4oth President
and respect for all that he achieved. After so much turmoil in the sixties
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and seventies, our Nation had begun to lose confidence, and some were heard
to say that the Presidency might even be too big for one man. That phrase
did not survive the eighties. For decades, America had waged a cold war,
and few believed it could possibly end in our own lifetimes. The President
was one of those few. And it was the vision and the will of RONALD REAGAN
that gave hope to the oppressed, shamed the oppressors, and ended an evil
empire. More than any other influence, the cold war was ended by the perse-
verance and courage of one man who answered falsehood with truth, and
overcame evil with good.

RONALD REAGAN was more than a historic figure. He was a provi-
dential man who came along just when our Nation and the world most
needed him. And believing as he did that there is a plan at work in each
life, he accepted not only the great duties that came to him, but also the
great trials that came near the end. When he learned of his illness, his first
thoughts were of Nancy. And who else but RONALD REAGAN could face
his own decline and death with a final message of hope to his country,
telling us that for America there is always a bright dawn ahead? Fellow
Americans, here lies a graceful and a gallant man.

Nancy, none of us can take away the sadness you are feeling. I hope
it is a comfort to know how much he means to us, and how much you
mean to us as well. We honor your grace, your own courage, and above
all, the great love that you gave to your husband. When these days of cere-
mony are completed, the Nation returns him to you for the final journey
to the West. And when he is laid to rest under the Pacific sky, we will
be thinking of you, as we commend to the Almighty the soul of His faithful
servant, RONALD WILSON REAGAN.

{Music}

DR. BARRY C. BLACK, CHAPLAIN, U.S. SENATE: Let us bow for
the benediction. O giver of every good and perfect gift, accept our gratitude
for the life of your servant, President RONALD REAGAN, whose love for free-
dom summoned our Nation to embrace our best hopes and not our worst
fears. Thank you for his ability to plant seeds of confidence and not doubt
and to lift liberty’s lamp until totalitarian towers tumbled. In the days to
come, remind us of America’s opportunity to remain a “shining city on a
hill.” Continue to comfort those who mourn. In a special way, be near to
Mrs. Nancy Reagan and the family. May the death of this beloved leader
prompt us to see you more clearly, to love you more dearly, and to follow
you more nearly day by day. Now fill us with your peace, as we trust you,
so that we may overflow with hope by the power of your spirit. Amen.

{Music}
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{Mrs. Reagan, accompanied by Mr. Cheney, says goodbye to her hus-
band at the casket. Michael Reagan also says goodbye. Family and friends
file out.F
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RONALD WILSON REAGAN

FORTIETH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

February 6, 1911—June s, 2004

Friday, the 11th of June, 2004
Eleven thirty o’clock in the morning
Washington National Cathedral
Washington, D.C.
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CELEBRANT
The Reverend John C. Danforth

PARTICIPANTS
The Right Reverend John Bryson Chane
Bishop of Washington and Dean of the Cathedral

The Right Reverend A. Theodore Eastman
Vicar, Washington National Cathedral

His Eminence Angelo Cardinal Sodano
Secretary of State, Personal Representative of Pope John Paul 11

His Eminence Theodore Cardinal McCarrick
Catholic Archbishop of Washington

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in America

Imam Mohamed Magid Ali
Imam and Director of the All Dulles Area Muslim Society

READERS

Rabbi Harold Kushner
Temple Israel, Natick, Massachusetts

The Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor

TRIBUTES
The President of the United States
The Honorable George H.W. Bush
The Right Honourable The Baroness Thatcher, L.G., O.M., F.R.S
The Right Honourable Brian Mulroney

HONORARY PALLBEARERS
The Honorable Michael K. Deaver
Mr. Merv Griffin
Brigadier General John E. Hutton, MC U.S. Army, Retired
The Honorable Frederick J. Ryan, Jr.
The Honorable Charles Z. Wick



Funeral Services

MUSICIANS

Ronan Tynan
Irish Tenor

The United States Marine Chamber
Orchestra
Colonel Timothy W. Foley, Director

The Armed Forces Chorus
Lieutenant Colonel John Clanton,
Director

The United States Coast Guard Band
Captain Lewis J. Buckley, Director

The Cathedral Vergers
Stephen Lott, Head Verger

The Cathedral Choir of Men,
Boys, and Girls
Michael McCarthy, Director of Music

Erik Wm. Suter
Organist and Associate Choirmaster

Scott Hanoian
Assistant Organist and Choirmaster
The Reverend Canon
W. Bruce McPherson
Director for Worship and Liturgy

The Cathedral Ushers
Michael Heid, Head Usher
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PRELUDE
“Faire is the Heaven”
“Bring Us, O Lord God”
“And I Saw a New Heaven”
“Ave Maria”
RECEPTION OF THE BODY
Musical Honors
“Ruffles and Flourishes”
“Hail to the Chief”
“Navy Hymn”
tune: Melita
Prayers

ANTHEM IN PROCESSION
COLLECT FOR BURIAL
A READING FROM THE
HEBREW SCRIPTURES
READING
“We shall Be as a City Upon a
Hill,” by John Winthrop
ANTHEM
“O Love of God, How Strong
and True”
INTRODUCTION OF
REMEMBRANCES
TRIBUTES

ANTHEM

“Battle Hymn of the Republic”
GOSPEL
HOMILY
ANTHEM

“Amazing Grace”
THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
HYMN

“Sing with All the Saints in

Glory”

THE COMMENDATION
THE BLESSING
THE DISMISSAL
ANTHEM

“The Mansions of the Lord”

ORDER OF THE SERVICE

Ronald Reagan

U.S. Marine Chamber Orchestra

Ronan Tynan

U.S. Coast Guard Band

The Right Reverend John Bryson Chane attended by
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Rabbi Harold Kushner

The Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor
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The Right Honourable The Baroness Thatcher,
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The Right Honourable Brian Mulroney

The Honorable George H.-W. Bush

President George W. Bush

Armed Forces Chorus

U.S. Marine Chamber Orchestra
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Ronan Tynan
The Reverend John C. Danforth
The Right Reverend A. Theodore Eastman

The Reverend John C. Danforth
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Avrmed Forces Chorus
U.S. Marine Chamber Orchestra

The congregation is asked to remain at their seats until directed by an usher.
A full peal, half-muffled, will be rung on the Cathedral bells at
the conclusion of the service.
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{The Color Guard moves up the stairs toward the rotunda, to begin the
process of transferring the casket of RONALD REAGAN from the rotunda to
the hearse.}

{21-gun salute as the casket is carried down the House steps and loaded
into the hearse.}

{As the hearse carrying President REAGAN’s casket leaves the Capitol, the
bells begin to peel.}

{The drive to the National Cathedral.}

PRELUDE
U.S. Marine Chamber Orchestra

“Faire is the Heaven,” William H. Harris

“Bring Us, O Lord God,” William H. Harris

“And I Saw a New Heaven,” Edgar L. Bainton

“Ave Maria,” Franz Peter Schubert; sung by Ronan Tynan, Irish tenor
{The motorcade arrives at the National Cathedral. The casket is removed
from the hearse.}
{The chimes continue to ring once a minute. Afterward there will be a
much, much louder and sustained chiming of those bells.}

RECEPTION OF THE BODY
Musical Honors, U.S. Coast Guard Band
“Ruffles and Flourishes”
“Hail to the Chief”
“Navy Hymn,” James Sanderson (tune: Melita)
Prayers

The Right Reverend Jobhn Bryson Chane attended by The Reverend John C.
Danforth, The Right Reverend A. Theodore Eastman, and Stephen Lott

With faith in Jesus Christ, we receive the body of our brother
RONALD for burial. Let us pray with confidence to God, the Giver
of life, that he will raise him to perfection in the company of the saints.

Deliver your servant RONALD, O Sovereign Lord Christ, from all
evil, and set him free from every bond; that he may rest with all your
saints in the eternal habitations; where with the Father and the Holy
Spirit you live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Let us also pray for all who mourn, that they may cast their care
on God, and know the consolation of his love.

Almighty God, look with pity upon the sorrows of your servants
for whom we pray. Remember them, Lord, in your mercy; nourish them
with patience; comfort them with a sense of your goodness; lift up
your countenance upon them and give them peace; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

{The People stand.}
{The Celebrant is led to the center of the rood screen landing; all others
to their seats. When at about the midnave cross-aisle, the Celebrant begins.}
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ANTHEM IN PROCESSION

The Reverend John C. Danforth
I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord;
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live;
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.

I know that my Redeemer liveth,

and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;
and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God;
whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold,
and not as a stranger.

For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.
For if we live, we live unto the Lord;

and if we die, we die unto the Lord.

Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord;

even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors.
{The Celebrant reaches the rood screen landing and faces the congregation.
The casket is put in position and the bearers depart. The family is shown
to their seats. President Bush accompanies Mrs. Reagan to her seat.}

COLLECT FOR BURIAL
The Reverend John C. Danforth
Let us pray. O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept

our prayers on behalf of thy servant RONALD, and grant him an en-
trance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of thy saints;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

{The People are seated.}

{The Celebrant goes to his stall as the first and second readers are led to

the lectern. The first reader steps up to the reading desk.}

A READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES
Rabbi Harold Kushner
Isaiah 40:28-31
Where does a person find the strength to persevere in difficult
times? Many people find that strength from the pages of the Bible.
Turning to the Book of Isaiah, the 4oth chapter:
Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard
That the everlasting God, the Lord,
The Creator of the ends of the earth,
Fainteth not, neither is weary?
There is no searching of his understanding.
He giveth power to the faint:
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And to him that hath no might He increaseth strength.

Even the youths shall faint and be weary,

And the young men shall utterly fall;

But they that wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;

They shall mount up with wings as eagles;

They shall run, and not be weary;

They shall walk, and not faint.
{The first reader steps down to the landing and the second reader steps
up to the reading desk.}

READING
The Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor
“We Shall Be as a City Upon a Hill,” by John Winthrop

This is a reading from a sermon delivered in 1630 by the Pilgrim
leader John Winthrop, who was aboard the ship the Arabella on his
way from England to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. “The city on the
hill” passage was referenced by President REAGAN in several notable
speeches.

Now the only way ... to provide for our posterity, is to follow
the counsel of Micah, to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly
with our God. ... We must delight in each other, make others’ condi-
tions our own; rejoice together, mourn together, labor and suffer to-
gether, always having before our eyes our commission and community
in the work, as members of the same body. ... The Lord will be our
God, and delight to dwell among us, as His own people ... For we
must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all
people are upon us. So that if we shall deal falsely with our God in
this work we have undertaken, and so cause Him to withdraw His
present help from us, we shall be made a story and a by-word through
the world.

{The second reader steps down, and both readers are led back to their seats.}
{A lectern is placed on the rood screen landing center for Mr. Mulroney.}

ANTHEM

“O Love of God, How Strong and True”

Tune: Jerusalem

C. Hubert H. Parry, 1916

arr: Michael McCarthy, 2004

text by: Horatio Bonar, 1858

Cathedral Choir
O love of God, how strong and true
Eternal and yet ever new,
Uncomprehended and unbought,
Beyond all knowledge and all thought!
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O love of God, how deep and great,
Far deeper than man’s deepest hate;
Self-fed, self-kindled like the light,
Changeless, eternal infinite.

O heav’'nly love, how precious still,

In days of weariness and ill,

In nights of pain and helplessness,

To heal, to comfort and to bless!

O wide-embracing, wondrous love!

We read you in the sky above,

We read you in the earth below,

In seas that swell and streams that flow.

We read you best in him who came
To bear for us the cross of shame;
Sent by the Father from on high,

Our life to live, our death to die.

We read your pow’r to bless and save,
E’en in the darkness of the grave;
Still more in resurrection light

We read the fullness of your might.

O love of God, our shield and stay

Through all the perils of our way!

Eternal love, in you we rest

Forever safe, forever blest.

We will exalt you, God and King,

and we will ever praise your name;

We will extol you ev’ry day,

and ever more your praise proclaim
{Toward the end of the anthem, Mr. Mulroney is led to the landing lectern
for his tribute.}

INTRODUCTION OF REMEMBRANCES

The Reverend John C. Danforth

{The Celebrant stands at his stall, faces the congregation, and introduces
Baroness Thatcher’s videotaped tribute, then takes his seat again.}

President REAGAN’s deepest long-held wish was that Lady Thatcher
should participate in this service. But as the years have passed, Lady
Thatcher’s health, too, has suffered its ups and downs. Eighteen months
ago, her doctors advised her to give up all formal public speaking. But
she was determined to record her tribute to President REAGAN come
what may, and this she has done. She was equally determined, on learn-
ing of the President’s death, to be with us today. The next voice you
will hear will be Lady Thatcher’s.
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TRIBUTE
Margaret Thatcher, former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

We have lost a great President, a great American and a great man,
and I have lost a dear friend. In his lifetime, RONALD REAGAN was
such a cheerful and invigorating presence that it was easy to forget
what daunting historic tasks he set himself. He sought to mend Amer-
ica’s wounded spirit, to restore the strength of the free world, and to
free the slaves of communism. These were causes hard to accomplish
and heavy with risk.

Yet they were pursued with almost a lightness of spirit, for RON-
ALD REAGAN also embodied another great cause, what Arnold Bennett
once called “the great cause of cheering us all up.” His politics had
a freshness and optimism that won converts from every class and every
nation, and ultimately from the very heart of the evil empire.

Yet his humour often had a purpose beyond humour. In the ter-
rible hours after the attempt on his life, his easy jokes gave reassurance
to an anxious world. They were evidence that in the aftermath of terror
and in the midst of hysteria, one great heart at least remained sane
and jocular. They were truly grace under pressure.

And perhaps they signified grace of a deeper kind. RONNIE him-
self certainly believed that he had been given back his life for a purpose.
As he told a priest after his recovery “Whatever time I've got left now
belongs to the big fellow upstairs.”

And surely it is hard to deny that RONALD REAGAN's life was
providential, when we look at what he achieved in the 8 years that
followed.

Others prophesied the decline of the West; he inspired America
and its allies with renewed faith in their mission of freedom.

Others saw only limits to growth; he transformed a stagnant econ-
omy into an engine of opportunity.

Others hoped, at best, for an uneasy cohabitation with the Soviet
Union; he won the cold war—not only without firing a shot, but also
by inviting enemies out of their fortress and turning them into friends.

I cannot imagine how any diplomat, or any dramatist, could im-
prove on his words to Mikhail Gorbachev at the Geneva Summit: “Let
me tell you why it is we distrust you.” Those words are candid and
tough and they cannot have been easy to hear. But they are also a
clear invitation to a new beginning and a new relationship that would
be rooted in trust.

We live today in the world that RONALD REAGAN began to re-
shape with those words. It is a very different world with different chal-
lenges and new dangers. All in all, however, it is one of greater freedom
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and prosperity, one more hopeful than the world he inherited on be-
coming President.

As Prime Minister, I worked closely with RONALD REAGAN for
8 of the most important years of all our lives. We talked regularly
both before and after his Presidency. And I have had time and cause
to reflect on what made him a great President.

RONALD REAGAN knew his own mind. He had firm principles—
and, I believe, right ones. He expounded them clearly, he acted upon
them decisively.

When the world threw problems at the White House, he was not
baffled, or disorientated, or overwhelmed. He knew almost instinctively
what to do.

When his aides were preparing option papers for his decision, they
were able to cut out entire rafts of proposals that they knew “the Old
Man” would never wear.

When his allies came under Soviet or domestic pressure, they
could look confidently to Washington for firm leadership.

And when his enemies tested American resolve, they soon discov-
ered that his resolve was firm and unyielding.

Yet his ideas, though clear, were never simplistic. He saw the
many sides of truth.

Yes, he warned that the Soviet Union had an insatiable drive for
military power and territorial expansion; but he also sensed it was being
eaten away by systemic failures impossible to reform.

Yes, he did not shrink from denouncing Moscow’s “evil empire.”
But he realised that a man of good will might nonetheless emerge from
within its dark corridors.

So the President resisted Soviet expansion and pressed down on
Soviet weakness at every point until the day came when communism
began to collapse beneath the combined weight of those pressures and
its own failures. And when a man of good will did emerge from the
ruins, President REAGAN stepped forward to shake his hand and to
offer sincere cooperation.

Nothing was more typical of RONALD REAGAN than that large-
hearted magnanimity. And nothing was more American. Therein lies
perhaps the final explanation of his achievements. RONALD REAGAN
carried the American people with him in his great endeavors because
there was perfect sympathy between them. He indeed loved America
and what it stands for: freedom and opportunity for ordinary people.

As an actor in Hollywood’s golden age, he helped to make the
American dream live for millions all over the globe. His own life was
a fulfillment of that dream. He never succumbed to the embarrassment
some people feel about an honest expression of love of country. He
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was able to say, “God bless America” with equal fervour in public and
in private. And so he was able to call confidently upon his fellow coun-
trymen to make sacrifices for America and to make sacrifices for those
who looked to America for hope and rescue.

With the lever of American patriotism, he lifted up the world.
And so today, the world—in Prague, in Budapest, in Warsaw, in Sofia,
in Bucharest, in Kiev and in Moscow itself—the world mourns the
passing of the “great liberator” and echoes his prayer: “God bless Amer-
ica.”

RONALD REAGAN's life was rich, not only in public achievement,
but also in private happiness. Indeed, his public achievements were
rooted in his private happiness. The great turning point of his life was
his meeting and marriage with Nancy.

On that we have the plain testimony of a loving and grateful hus-
band: “Nancy came along and saved my soul.” We share her grief
today. But we also share her pride—and the grief and pride of RON-
NIE’s children.

For the final years of his life, RONNIE’s mind was clouded by ill-
ness. That cloud has now lifted. He is himself again—more himself
than at any time on this Earth. For we may be sure that the Big Fellow
Upstairs never forgets those who remember Him. And as the last jour-
ney of this faithful pilgrim took him beyond the sunset, and as Heav-
en’s morning broke, I like to think—in the words of Bunyan—that
“all the trumpets sounded on the other side.”

We here still move in twilight. But we have one beacon to guide
us that RONALD REAGAN never had. We have his example. Let us give
thanks today for a life that achieved so much for all of God’s children.

TRIBUTE
Brian Mulroney, Former Prime Minister of Canada

In the spring of 1987, President REAGAN and I were driven into
a large hangar at the Ottawa Airport to await the arrival of Mrs. Reagan
and my wife Mila prior to departure ceremonies for their return to
Washington. We were alone except for the security details.

President REAGAN's visit had been important, demanding and suc-
cessful. Our discussions reflected the international agenda of the times:
the nuclear threat posed by the Soviet Union and the missile deploy-
ment by NATO, pressures in the Warsaw Pact, challenges resulting
from the Berlin Wall and the ongoing separation of Germany, and bi-
lateral and hemispheric free trade.

President REAGAN had spoken to Parliament, handled complex
files with skill and good humor, strongly impressing his Canadian
hosts. And here we were waiting for our wives.



XXX1V

Ronald Reagan

When their car drove in a moment later, out stepped Nancy and
Mila looking like a million bucks. And as they headed toward us, Presi-
dent REAGAN beamed. He threw his arm around my shoulder. And
he said with a grin, “You know, Brian, for two Irishmen, we sure mar-
ried up.”

In that visit, in that moment, one saw the quintessential RONALD
REAGAN: the leader we respected, the neighbor we admired, and the
friend we loved, a President of the United States of America whose
truly remarkable life we celebrate in this magnificent cathedral today.

Presidents and prime ministers everywhere, I suspect, sometimes
wonder how history will deal with them. Some even evince a touch
of the insecurity of Thomas D’Arcy McGee, an Irish immigrant to Can-
ada who became a father of our confederation.

In one of his poems, McGee, thinking of his birthplace, wrote
poignantly,

“Am I remembered in Erin?
I charge you speak me true.
Has my name a sound, a meaning
In the scenes my boyhood knew?”

RONALD REAGAN will not have to worry about Erin because they
remember him well and affectionately there. Indeed they do.

From Erin to Estonia, from Maryland to Madagascar, from Mon-
treal to Monterey, RONALD REAGAN does not enter history tentatively.
He does so with certainty and panache.

At home and on the world stage, his were not the pallid etchings
of a timorous politician. They were the bold strokes of a confident and
accomplished leader.

Some in the West, during the early eighties, believed communism
and democracy were equally valid and viable. This was the school of
moral equivalence.

In contrast, RONALD REAGAN saw Soviet communism as a menace
to be confronted in the genuine belief that its squalid underpinnings
would fall swiftly to the gathering winds of freedom, provided as he
said, “that NATO and the industrialized democracies stood firm and
united.” They did. And we know now who was right.

RONALD REAGAN was a President who inspired his Nation and
transformed the world. He possessed a rare and prized gift called leader-
ship, that ineffable and magical quality that sets some men and women
apart so that millions will follow them as they conjure up grand visions
and invite their countrymen to dream big and exciting dreams.

I always thought that President REAGAN’s understanding of the
nobility of the Presidency coincided with that American dream.
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One day in Brussels, President Mitterand, in referring to President
REAGAN, said, “Il a vraiment la notion de I’Etat”; rough translation:
“He really has a sense of the state about him.” The translation does
not fully capture the profundity of the observation.

What President Mitterand meant is that there is a vast difference
between the job of President and the role of President.

RONALD REAGAN fulfilled both with elegance and ease, embody-
ing himself that unusual alchemy of history and tradition and achieve-
ment and inspirational conduct and national pride that defined the spe-
cial role the President of the United States of America must assume
at all times at home and around the world.

La notion de l’état; no one understood it better than RONALD
REAGAN. And no one could more eloquently summon his Nation to
high purpose or bring forth the majesty of the Presidency and make
it glow better than the man who referred to his own Nation as “a
city on the hill.”

May our common future and that of our great nations be guided
by wise men and women who will remember always the golden achieve-
ments of the Reagan era and the success that can be theirs if the values
of freedom and democracy are preserved, unsullied and undiminished
until the unfolding decades can remember little else.

I have been truly blessed to have been a friend of RONALD
REAGAN. I am grateful that our paths crossed and that our lives
touched. I shall always remember him with the deepest admiration and
affection.

And I will always feel honored by the journey that we traveled
together in search of better and more peaceful tomorrows for all God’s
children everywhere.

And so in the presence of his beloved and indispensable Nancy,
his children, his family, his friends and all of the American people that
he so deeply revered, I say au revoir today to a gifted leader, a historic
President and a gracious human being.

And I do so with a line from Yeats, who wrote, ““Think where
man’s glory most begins and ends, and say, ‘My glory was that I had
such friends.””

{Choir singing}
{Mr. Mulroney returns to his seat. Mr. Bush is led to the pulpit for his
tribute.}

TRIBUTE
George H-W. Bush, former President of the United States
When Franklin Roosevelt died in 1945, “The New York Times”
wrote, “‘Men will thank God 100 years from now that Franklin D. Roo-
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sevelt was in the White House.” It will not take 100 years to thank
God for RONALD REAGAN. But why? Why was he so admired? Why
was he so beloved?

He was beloved, first, because of what he was. Politics can be
cruel, uncivil. Our friend was strong and gentle. Once he called Amer-
ica “hopeful, big-hearted, idealistic, daring, decent and fair.” That was
America and, yes, our friend.

And next, RONALD REAGAN was beloved because of what he be-
lieved. He believed in America so he made it his “shining city on a
hill.” He believed in freedom so he acted on behalf of its values and
ideals. He believed in tomorrow so the Great Communicator became
the Great Liberator. He talked of winning one for the GIPPER and as
President, through his relationship with Mikhail Gorbachev with us
today, the GIPPER, and yes Mikhail Gorbachev, won one for peace
around the world.

If RONALD REAGAN created a better world for many millions it
was because of the world someone else created for him.

Nancy was there for him always. Her love for him provided much
of his strength, and their love together transformed all of us as we've
seen—renewed seeing again here in the last few days.

And one of the many memories we all have of both of them is
the comfort they provided during our national tragedies.

Whether it was the families of the crew of the Challenger shuttle
or the USS Stark or the Marines killed in Beirut, we will never forget
those images of the President and First Lady embracing them and em-
bracing us during times of sorrow.

So, Nancy, I want to say this to you: Today, America embraces
you. We open up our arms. We seek to comfort you, to tell you of
our admiration for your courage and your selfless caring.

And to the Reagan kids—it’s OK for me to say that at 80—
Michael, Ron, Patti, today all of our sympathy, all of our condolences
to you all, and remember, too, your sister Maureen home safe now with
her father.

As his Vice President for 8 years, I learned more from RONALD
REAGAN than from anyone I encountered in all my years of public
life. T learned kindness; we all did. I also learned courage; the Nation
did.

Who can forget the horrible day in March 1981, he looked at the
doctors in the emergency room and said, “I hope you’re all Repub-
licans.” -{Laughter}'

And then I learned decency; the whole world did. Days after being
shot, weak from wounds, he spilled water from a sink, and entering
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the hospital room aides saw him on his hands and knees wiping water
from the floor. He worried that his nurse would get in trouble.

The Good Book says humility goes before honor, and our friend
had both, and who could not cherish such a man?

And perhaps as important as anything, I learned a lot about
humor, a lot about laughter. And, oh, how President REAGAN loved
a good story.

When asked, “How did your visit go with Bishop Tutu?” he re-
plied, “So-so.” {Laughter}

It was typical. It was wonderful.

And in leaving the White House, the very last day, he left in
the yard outside the Oval Office door a little sign for the squirrels.
He loved to feed those squirrels. And he left this sign that said, “Be-
ware of the dog,” and to no avail, because our dog Millie came in
and beat the heck out of the squirrels.

But anyway, he also left me a note, at the top of which said,
“Don’t let the turkeys get you down.”

Well, he certainly never let them get him down. And he fought
hard for his beliefs. He led from conviction, but never made an adver-
sary into an enemy. He was never mean-spirited.

Reverend Billy Graham, who I refer to as the Nation’s pastor,
is now hospitalized and regrets that he can’t be here today. And I asked
him for a Bible passage that might be appropriate. And he suggested
this from Psalm 37: “The Lord delights in the way of the man whose
steps he has made firm. Though he stumble, he will not fall for the
Lord upholds him with his hand.”

And then this, too, from 37: “There is a future for the man of
peace.”

God bless you, RONALD WILSON REAGAN and the Nation you
loved and led so well.

{Mr. Bush is led back to his seat as President Bush is led to the pulpit.}

TRIBUTE
George W. Bush, President of the United States
Mrs. Reagan, Patti, Michael and Ron, members of the Reagan
family, distinguished guests, including our Presidents and First Ladies,
Reverend Danforth, fellow citizens, we lost RONALD REAGAN only days
ago but we have missed him for a long time. We have missed his
kindly presence, that reassuring voice and the happy ending we had
wished for him. It has been 10 years since he said his own farewell,
yet it is still very sad and hard to let him go. RONALD REAGAN belongs
to the ages now, but we preferred it when he belonged to us.
In a life of good fortune, he valued above all the gracious gift
of his wife, Nancy. During his career, RONALD REAGAN passed through
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a thousand crowded places, but there was only one person, he said,
who could make him lonely by just leaving the room. America honors
you, Nancy, for the loyalty and love you gave this man on a wonderful
journey and to that journey’s end. Today, our whole Nation grieves
with you and your family.

When the Sun sets tonight off the coast of California and we lay
to rest our 4oth President, a great American story will close.

The second son of Nelle and Jack Reagan first knew the world
as a place of open plains, quiet streets, gaslit rooms and carriages drawn
by horse.

If you could go back to the Dixon, IL, of 1922, you'd find a boy
of 11 reading adventure stories at the public library or running with
his brother Neil along Rock River, and coming home to a little house
on Hennepin Avenue. That town was the kind of place he remembered
where you prayed side by side with your neighbors. And if things were
going wrong for them, you prayed for them and knew they’'d pray for
you if things went wrong for you.

The Reagan family would see its share of hardship, struggle and
uncertainty. And out of that circumstance came a young man of steadi-
ness, calm and a cheerful confidence that life would bring good things.

The qualities all of us have seen in RONALD REAGAN were first
spotted 70 and 80 years ago. As the lifeguard in Lowell Park, he was
the protector, keeping an eye out for trouble. As a sports announcer
on the radio, he was the friendly voice that made you see the game
as he did. As an actor he was the handsome all-American good guy,
which in his case required knowing his lines and being himself.

Along the way certain convictions were formed and fixed in the
man. RONALD REAGAN believed that everything happens for a reason
and that we should strive to know and do the will of God. He believed
that the gentleman always does the kindest thing. He believed that
people were basically good and had the right to be free. He believed
that bigotry and prejudice were the worst things a person could be
guilty of. He believed in the Golden Rule and in the power of prayer.
He believed that America was not just a place in the world, but the
hope of the world. And he believed in taking a break now and then,
because, as he said, “there’s nothing better for the inside of a man
than the outside of a horse.”

RONALD REAGAN spent decades in the film industry and in poli-
tics, fields known on occasion to change a man. But not this man.
From Dixon to Des Moines to Hollywood to Sacramento to Wash-
ington, DC, all who met him remembered the same sincere, honest,
upright fellow.
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RONALD REAGAN’s deepest beliefs never had much to do with
fashion or convenience. His convictions were always politely stated, affa-
bly argued, and as firm and straight as the columns of this cathedral.

There came a point in RONALD REAGAN’s film career when people
started seeing a future beyond the movies. The actor Robert Cummings
recalled one occasion. “I was sitting around the set with all these people
and we were listening to RONNIE, quite absorbed. I said, ‘Ron, have
you ever considered some day becoming President?” He said, ‘President
of what?’ ‘President of the United States,” I said. And he said, “What’s
the matter? Don’t you like my acting either?”” {Laughter}

The clarity and intensity of RONALD REAGAN’s convictions led
to speaking engagements around the country, and a new following he
did not seek or expect. He often began his speeches by saying, “I'm
going to talk about controversial things.” And then he spoke of com-
munist rulers as slave masters, of a government in Washington that
had far overstepped its proper limits, of a time for choosing that was
drawing near.

In the space of a few years he took ideas and principles that were
mainly found in journals and books and turned them into a broad,
hopeful movement ready to govern.

As soon as RONALD REAGAN became California’s Governor, ob-
servers saw a star in the west, tanned, well-tailored, in command and
on his way. In the sixties his friend Bill Buckley wrote, “REAGAN is
indisputably a part of America and he may become a part of American
history.”

RONALD REAGAN’s moment arrived in 1980. He came out ahead
of some very good men, including one from Plains and one from Hous-
ton. What followed was one of the decisive decades of the century as
the convictions that shaped the President began to shape the times.

He came to office with great hopes for America. And more than
hopes. Like the President he had revered and once saw in person, Frank-
lin Roosevelt, RONALD REAGAN matched an optimistic temperament
with bold, persistent action. President REAGAN was optimistic about
the great promise of economic reform, and he acted to restore the re-
wards and spirit of enterprise. He was optimistic that a strong America
could advance the peace, and he acted to build the strength that mission
required. He was optimistic that liberty would thrive wherever it was
planted, and he acted to defend liberty wherever it was threatened.

And RONALD REAGAN believed in the power of truth in the con-
duct of world affairs. When he saw evil camped across the horizon he
called that evil by its name. There were no doubters in the prisons
and gulags, where dissidents spread the news, tapping to each other
in code what the American President had dared to say. There were
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no doubters in the shipyards and churches and secret labor meetings
where brave men and women began to hear the creaking and rumbling
of a collapsing empire. And there were no doubters among those who
swung hammers at the hated wall that the first and hardest blow had
been struck by President RONALD REAGAN.

The ideology he opposed throughout his political life insisted that
history was moved by impersonal tides and unalterable fates. RONALD
REAGAN believed instead in the courage and triumph of free men and
we believe it all the more because we saw that courage in him.

As he showed what a President should be, he also showed us what
a man should be. RONALD REAGAN carried himself, even in the most
powerful office, with the decency and attention to small kindnesses that
also define a good life. He was a courtly, gentle and considerate man,
never known to slight or embarrass others. Many people across the
country cherish letters he wrote in his own hand to family members
on important occasions, to old friends dealing with sickness and loss,
to strangers with questions about his days in Hollywood.

A boy once wrote to him requesting Federal assistance to help
clean up his bedroom. {Laughter} “Unfortunately, funds are dan-
gerously low.” {Laughter} He continued, “I'm sure your mother was
fully justified in proclaiming your room a disaster ...” {Laughter} ...
therefore you are in an excellent position to launch another volunteer
program in our Nation.” {Laughter} “Congratulations.” See, our 4oth
President wore his title lightly, and it fit like a white Stetson.

In the end, through his belief in our country and his love for
our country, he became an enduring symbol of our country. We think
of the steady stride, that tilt of the head and snap of the salute, the
big screen smile, and the glint in his Irish eyes when a story came
to mind. We think of a man advancing in years with the sweetness
and sincerity of a scout saying the pledge. We think of that grave
expression that sometimes came over his face, the seriousness of a man
angered by injustice and frightened by nothing.

We know, as he always said, that America’s best days are ahead
of us. But with RONALD REAGAN’s passing, some very fine days are
behind us. And that is worth our tears.

Americans saw death approach RONALD REAGAN twice in a mo-
ment of violence and then in the years of departing light. He met
both with courage and grace. In these trials, he showed how a man
so enchanted by life can be at peace with life’s end.

And where does that strength come from? Where is that courage
learned? It is the faith of a boy who read the Bible with his mom.
It is the faith of a man lying in an operating room who prayed for
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the one who shot him before he prayed for himself. It is the faith of
a man with a fearful illness who waited on the Lord to call him home.
Now death has done all that death can do, and as RONALD WIL-
SON REAGAN goes his way, we are left with the joyful hope he shared.
In his last years he saw through a glass darkly. Now he sees his Saviour
face to face. And we look for that fine day when we will see him again,
all weariness gone, clear of mind, strong and sure and smiling again,
and the sorrow of this parting gone forever.
May God bless RONALD REAGAN and the country he loved.
{Mr. Bush is led back to his seat.}

ANTHEM

“Battle Hymn of the Republic”

William Steffe

arr: Peter J. Wilhousky

text by: Julia Ward Howe, 1862

Armed Forces Chorus

U.S. Marine Chamber Orchestra
Mine eyes have seen the glory
Of the coming of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage
Where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning
of His terrible swift sword;
His truth is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

His truth is marching on.

I have seen Him in the watchfires
Of a hundred circling camps

they have builded Him an altar
In the evening dews and damps;
I can read His righteous sentence
By the dim and flaring lamps;
His day is marching on.

Chorus

In the beauty of the lilies
Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in His bosom
That transfigures you and me;
As He died to make men holy,
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Let us die to make men free;
While God is marching on.

Chorus
{During the last chorus, the third reader is led to the lectern for the Gospel

lesson. }
{The people stand.}

GOSPEL
His Eminence Theodore Cardinal McCarrick
Matthew §:14-16

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said, You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill
cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel
basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.
{As the reader returns to his stall, the Celebrant goes to the pulpit for the
homily.}

HOMILY
The Reverend John C. Danforth

May I speak in the name of one God, who created us, who re-
deemed us, who comforts us. Amen. This is a service about RONALD
REAGAN, and it is a religious service. We've gathered to celebrate the
life of a great President in a church where believers profess their faith.
So this is not only about a person, but about faith. And the homily
is the place to connect the two. For President REAGAN, the text is
obvious. It’s from the Sermon on the Mount. “You are the light of
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid.” It was his favorite theme,
from his first inaugural address to his final address from the Oval Of-
fice.

For him, America was the “shining city on a hill.” His immediate
source was the sermon preached by John Winthrop just read by Justice
O’Connor. Winthrop believed that the eyes of the world would be on
America because God had given us a special commission, so it was
our duty to shine forth. The Winthrop message became the Reagan
message. It rang of optimism, and we longed to hear it, especially after
the dark years of Vietnam and Watergate. It was a vision with policy
implications. America could not hide its light under a bushel. It could
not turn in on itself and hunker down. Isolationism was not an option;
neither was protectionism. We must champion freedom everywhere.
We must be the beacon for the world.
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What RONALD REAGAN asked of America, he gave of himself.
The great American theologian Reinhold Neibuhr wrote “The Children
of Light and the Children of Darkness.” If ever we have known a child
of light, it was RONALD REAGAN. He was aglow with it. He had no
dark side, no scary, hidden agenda. What you saw was what you got.
And what you saw was that sure sign of inner light, the twinkle in
the eye. He was not consumed by himself. He didn’t need to be Presi-
dent to be a complete person. The only thing he really needed was
to be with his wife. Mrs. Reagan, you shared him with us, and for
that we will always be grateful. He shined the light, but not upon
himself.

Personally modest, he disclaimed the title the “Great Communi-
cator,” and claimed only to communicate great things from the heart
of a great Nation. He liked to laugh, especially at himself. There was
nothing petty or mean-spirited about him. Even his opponents liked
him. I recall sitting at a table with President REAGAN and Speaker
O’Neill listening to their jokes. It was the opposite of negative politics.
He inspired devotion more than fear. Mike Deaver wrote, “There was
something about him that made you want to please him and do your
best. This applied to everybody.” It certainly applied to those of us
who served in Congress.

His most challenging test came on the day he was shot. He wrote
in his diary of struggling for breath and of praying. “I realized that
I couldn’t ask for God’s help while at the same time I felt hatred for
the mixed-up young man who shot me,” he wrote. “Isn’t that the
meaning of the lost sheep? We are all God’s children and therefore
equally loved by him. So I began to pray for his soul and that he would
find his way back to the fold.” He was a child of light. Now consider
the faith we profess in this church. Light shining in darkness is an
ancient biblical theme. Genesis tells us that in the beginning darkness
was upon the face of the deep. Some equate this darkness with chaos.
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God
saw that the light was good. Creating light in darkness is God’s work.
You and I know the meaning of darkness. We see it on the evening
news: terror, chaos, war. An enduring image of 9/11 is that on a bril-
liantly clear day a cloud of darkness covered Lower Manhattan. Darkness
is real and it can be terrifying. Sometimes it seems to be everywhere.

So the question for us is what do we do when darkness surrounds
us? St. Paul answered that question. He said we must walk as children
of light. President REAGAN taught us that this is our mission, both
as individuals and as a Nation. The faith proclaimed in this church
is that when we walk as children of light, darkness cannot prevail. As
St. John’s gospel tells us, “The light shines in the darkness and the
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darkness did not overcome it.” That’s true even of death. For people
of faith, death is no less awful than for anyone else, but the resurrection
means that death is not the end. The Bible describes the most terrible
moment in these words: “When it was noon, darkness came over the
whole land until 3 in the afternoon.” That was the darkness of Good
Friday. It did not prevail. Very early on the first day of the week when
the Sun had risen, that’s the beginning of the Easter story. The light
shines; the Lord is risen.

In this service of worship, we celebrate the life of a great President
and we profess the resurrection faith of this church. It is faith in God’s
victory over darkness. It is faith in the ultimate triumph of light. We
believe in this victory every day of our lives. We believe it as individ-
uals. We believe it as a Nation. There is no better time to celebrate
the triumph of life than in a service for RONALD REAGAN. Amen.

{As the homilist returns to his stall, the orchestra and soloist begin the
anthem.}

ANTHEM

“Amazing Grace”

Tune: New Britain

text by: John Newton; st. § John Rees
Sung by Ronan Tynan

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost but now am found,
was blind but now I see.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved,;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!

The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;

'tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we’d first begun.
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{During the last verse, the Vicar is led to the bottom of the lectern steps.}
{The people stand for the remainder of the service, as they are able.}
{From his stall, the Celebrant leads the Lord’s Prayer, said by all.}

THE LORD’S PRAYER
The Reverend John C. Danforth

Let us stand and say together the Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

{The Vicar steps up to the lectern reading desk to lead the prayers.}

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Right Reverend A. Theodore Eastman

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one com-
munion and fellowship, in the mystical body of the Son Christ our
Lord; Grant, we beseech thee, to thy whole Church in paradise and
on earth, thy light and thy peace. Amen.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and
resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life, and that through
the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful res-
urrection. Amen.

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as
yet by faith, that thy Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteous-
ness all our days. Amen.

Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be
cleansed from all our sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind. Amen.

Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care,
that, casting all their grief on thee, they may know the consolation
of thy love. Amen.

Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection,
to have our consummation and bliss in thy eternal and everlasting
glory, and, with blessed Peter and Paul and all thy saints, to receive
the crown of life which thou dost promise to all who share in the vic-
tory of thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

{As the Vicar is led back to his stall, the organ begins the hymn introduc-
tion. }

{During this hymn, those who are required for the departing ceremonies
outside are unobtrusively escorted from the Cathedral.}
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HYMN
“Sing with All the Saints in Glory”
Tune: Ode to Joy
text by: William Josiah Irons, 1873
{Sung by all.}
Sing with all the saints in glory, sing the resurrection song!
Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story, to the former days belong.
All around the clouds are breaking, Soon the storms of time will cease;
In God’s likeness, we awaken, Knowing everlasting peace.

O what glory, far exceeding. All that eye has yet perceived!

Holiest hearts for ages pleading, Never that full joy conceived.

God has promised, Christ prepares it, There on high our welcome waits;

Ev’ry humble spirit shares it, Christ has passed th’ eternal gates.
{During the last verse, vergers lead the Bishop of Washington, the Vicar,
and the Celebrant to the foot of the casket, the Celebrant at the foot, the
Vicar to his left, and the Bishop to his right, where they face the congrega-
tion.f
{The Celebrant then says the commendation responsively with the people.}

THE COMMENDATION
The Reverend John C. Danforth
Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints,
All:
where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.
Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and
we are mortal, formed of the earth, and unto earth shall we return.
For so thou didst ordain when thou createdst me, saying, “Dust thou
art, and unto dust thou shalt return.” All we go down to the dust;
yet even at the grave we make our song; Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
All:
Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

{The Celebrant faces the body.}

Into thy hands, O merciful Saviour, we commend thy servant
RONALD. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own
fold, a lamb of thine own flock, a sinner of thine own redeeming. Re-
ceive him into the arms of thy mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting
peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.
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THE BLESSING
The Right Reverend Jobhn Bryson Chane
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of
the everlasting covenant, makes you perfect in every good work to do
his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and
on this day may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you forever. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
The Right Reverend A. Theodore Eastman

Vicar: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People: Thanks be to God.
{As the introduction to the anthem begins, the three clerics are escorted
back to their stalls.}
{During the last verse, the acolytes take their positions at the rood screen,
and vergers take positions by their charges.}

ANTHEM
“The Mansions of the Lord”
Nick Glennie-Smith
text by: Randall Wallace
Sung by the Armed Forces Chorus with the U.S. Marine Chamber Orchestra
To fallen soldiers let us sing
Where no rockets fly nor bullets wing
Our broken brothers let us bring
To the Mansions of the Lord.

{The pallbearers come from the north transept, rotate the casket, and prepare
to take it out.F

No more bleeding, no more fight

No prayers pleading through the night

Just divine embrace, eternal light

In the Mansions of the Lord.

Where no mothers cry and no children weep
We will stand and guard though the angels sleep
through the ages safely keep
The Mansions of the Lord.
{Procession of clergy leaving cathedral. The casket is taken out of the cathe-
dral. Mourners follow casket.}
{“Ruffles.” “Hail to the Chief.” “God Bless America.”}
{The hearse drives to Andrews Air Force Base.}
{Solo bagpipe performance of “Amazing Grace.”}
{Bells toll around the country.}
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{The casket is taken out of the hearse, and escorted aboard the Presidential
aircraft.f

{21-gun salute.}
JAir Force band plays the spiritual “Going Home.”}
{Applause as the plane takes off.}
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FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2004
AT SIX O’CLOCK

WHATEVER ELSE HISTORY MAY SAY ABOUT ME WHEN I'M GONE, I
HOPE IT WILL RECORD THAT I APPEALED TO YOUR BEST HOPES,
NOT YOUR WORST FEARS; TO YOUR CONFIDENCE RATHER THAN
YOUR DOUBTS. MY DREAM IS THAT YOU WILL TRAVEL THE ROAD
AHEAD WITH LIBERTY'S LAMP GUIDING YOUR STEPS AND OPPOR-
TUNITY'S ARM STEADYING YOUR WAY.

—RONALD REAGAN
AUGUST 1992

* * *

j KNOW IN MY HEART THAT MAN IS GOOD, THAT WHAT IS RIGHT
WILL ALWAYS EVENTUALLY TRIUMPH, AND THERE IS PURPOSE AND
WORTH TO EACH AND EVERY LIFE.

—RONALD REAGAN
NOVEMBER 4, 1991

* * *
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INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE

MusicAL HONORS

“AMAZING GRACE”

INVOCATION

“BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC”

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE

SCRIPTURE: PSALM 23

MusicAL HONORS
“My COUNTRY 'TIS OF THEE”

U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West
U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West
Solo Bagpiper, Eric Rigler

The Reverend Doctor Michael H. Wenning

U.S. Army Chorus
U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West

Michael Reagan
Patti Davis
Ronald Prescott Reagan

The Reverend John C. Danforth
U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West
U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West

Guests should stand and vemain at their seats.

BRIEF WITNESS ON LIFE, DEATH,
AND EVERLASTING LIFE

21-GUN SALUTE

BENEDICTION

THREE VOLLEYS OF MUSKETRY
“TAPS”

FLYOVER

“AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL”
FLAG PRESENTATION

“GOD BLESS AMERICA”

The Reverend Doctor Michael H. Wenning

1ith Marine Artillery Regiment

The Reverend Doctor Michael H. Wenning
U.S. Army Firing Party

U.S. Army Band Bugler

U.S. Navy

U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West
Capt. James A. Symonds, Commander

USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76)
Congregation and U.S. Army Chorus

U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West

Guests are invited to file by the casket to pay final respects and attend a reception in Albritton Hall.

*

* *
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{The Presidential jet flies over the Presidential library in Simi Valley on
its way to Point Mugu Naval Air Station.}

{The funeral party arrives at Point Mugu Air Station Airport.}

{“Hail to the Chief.” 21-cannon salute. Marine band plays “God Bless Amer-
ica.’}

{Honor guards carry the casket to the hearse.}

{The motorcade leaves the naval air station at Point Mugu, to travel to
the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.}

{The casket is removed from the hearse and transported through the court-
yard of the library, through the library itself, and out into the backyard
for the ceremony.}

{Instrumental Prelude, U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West, “Hail to
the Chief.”’}

{Musical Honors, U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West.}

{“Amazing Grace,” solo bagpiper, Eric Rigler.}

REV. MICHAEL H. WENNING: Please pray with me. Eternal and
Almighty God, we began this day and it seemed the heavens were weeping
as we paid our farewell to your servant RONALD REAGAN. We eulogized
him. We worshipped under the arches of that stately cathedral. We have
come from sea to shining sea to this soil, which he loved so much, and
where his body will remain. Gracious Lord God, turn our tears of sorrow
into the hope of the resurrection. Comfort our hearts and especially the
Reagan family and the Nation for we celebrate his life and we do it through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

{“Battle Hymn of the Republic,” U.S. Army Chorus, U.S. Air Force Band
of the Golden West.}

MICHAEL REAGAN, RONALD REAGAN'’S SON: Good evening.
I'm Mike Reagan. You knew my father as Governor, as President. But I
knew him as Dad. I want to tell you a little bit about my dad. A little
bit about Cameron and Ashley’s grandfather because not a whole lot is ever
spoken about that side of RONALD REAGAN. RONALD REAGAN adopted me
into his family 1945. I was the chosen one. I was the lucky one. In all of
his years, he never mentioned that I was adopted either behind my back
or in front of me. I was his son, Michael Edward Reagan. When his families
grew to be two families, he didn’t walk away from the one to go to the
other. But he became a father to both. To Patti and then Ronnie, but always
to Maureen, my sister, and myself. We looked forward to those Saturday
mornings when he would pick us up, sitting on the curve on Beverly Glenn
as his car would turn the corner from Sunset Boulevard and we would get
in and ride to his ranch and play games and he would always make sure
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it ended up a tie. We would swim and we would ride horses or we’d just
watch him cut firewood. We would be in awe of our father. As years went
by and I became older and found a woman I would marry, Colleen, he sent
me a letter about marriage and how important it was to be faithful to the
woman you love with a P.S.—"you’ll never get in trouble if you say I love
you at least once a day,” and I'm sure he told Nancy every day “I love
you” as I tell Colleen. He also sent letters to his grandchildren. He wasn’t
able to be the grandfather that many of you are able to be because of the
job he had. And so, he would write letters. He sent one letter to Cameron,
said, “Cameron, some guy got $10,000 for my signature. Maybe this letter
will help you pay for your college education.” He signed it, “Grandpa. P.S.,
your grandpa’s the 4oth President of the United States, RONALD REAGAN.”
He just signed his sign. Those are the kinds of things my father did. At
the early onset of Alzheimer’s disease my father and I would tell each other
we loved each other and we would give each other a hug. As the years
went by and he could no longer verbalize my name, he recognized me as
the man who hugged him. So when I would walk into the house, he would
be there in his chair opening up his arms for that hug, hello, and the hug
goodbye. It was a blessing truly brought on by God. We had wonderful
blessings of that nature. Wonderful, wonderful blessings that my father gave
to me each and every day of my life.

I was so proud to have the Reagan name and to be RONALD REAGAN’s
son. What a great honor. He gave me a lot of gifts as a child. Gave me
a horse. Gave me a car. Gave me a lot of things. But there’s a gift he gave
me that I think is wonderful for every father to give every son. Last Saturday,
when my father opened his eyes for the last time, and visualized Nancy
and gave her such a wonderful, wonderful gifc. When he closed his eyes,
that’'s when I realized the gift that he gave to me, the gift that he was
going to be with his Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He had, back in 1988
on a flight from Washington, DC, to Point Mugu, told me about his love
of God, his love of Christ as his Saviour. I didn’t know then what it all
meant. But I certainly, certainly know now. I can’t think of a better gift
for a father to give a son. And I hope to honor my father by giving my
son Cameron and my daughter Ashley that very same gift he gave to me.
Knowing where he is this very moment, this very day, that he is in Heaven,
and I can only promise my father this. Dad, when I go, I will go to Heaven,
too. And you and I and my sister Maureen that went before us, we will
dance with the heavenly host of angels before the presence of God. We will
do it melanoma and Alzheimer’s free. Thank you for letting me share my
father, RONALD WILSON REAGAN.

PATTI DAVIS, RONALD REAGAN’S DAUGHTER: Many years ago,
my father decided to write down his reflections about death, specifically
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his own, and how he would want people to feel about it. He chose to write
down the first verse of an Alfred Lord Tennyson poem “Crossing The Bar”
and then he decided to add a couple of lines of his own. I don’t think
Tennyson will mind. In fact, they’'ve probably already discussed it by now.
Tennyson wrote, “sunset and evening star and one clear call for me. And
may there be no moaning of the bar when I put out to sea.” My father
added, “we have God’s promise that I have gone on to a better world where
there is no pain or sorrow. Bring comfort to those who may mourn my
going.” My father never feared death, he never saw it as an ending. When
I was a child, he took me out into a field at our ranch after one of the
Malibu fires had swept through. I was very small on the field, looked huge
and lifeless, but he bent down and showed me how tiny new green shoots
were peeking up out of the ashes just weeks after the fire had come through.
“You see,” he said, “new life always comes out of death. It looks like nothing
could ever grow in this field again, but things do.” He was the one who
generously offered funeral services for my goldfish on the morning of its
demise. We went out into the garden and we dug a tiny grave with a tea-
spoon and he took two twigs and lashed them together with twine and
formed a cross as a marker for the grave. And then he gave a beautiful
eulogy. He told me that my fish was swimming in the clear blue waters
in Heaven and he would never tire and he would never get hungry and
he would never be in any danger and he could swim as far and wide as
he wanted and he never had to stop, because the river went on forever.
He was free. When we went back inside and I looked at my remaining
goldfish in their aquarium with their pink plastic castle and their colored
rocks, I suggested that perhaps we should kill the others so they could also
go to that clear blue river and be free. He then took more time out of
his morning, I'm sure he actually did have other things to do that day,
and patiently explained to me that in God’s time, the other fish would go
there, as well. In God’s time, we would all be taken home. And even though
it sometimes seemed a mystery, we were just asked to trust that God’s time
was right and wise.

I don’t know why Alzheimer’s was allowed to steal so much of my
father before releasing him into the arms of death, but I know that at his
last moment, when he opened his eyes, eyes that had not opened for many,
many days and looked at my mother, he showed us that neither disease
nor death can conquer love. He may have in his lifetime come across a small
book called “Peace of Mind” by Joshua Loth Liebman. If he did, I think
he would have been struck by these lines, “then for each one of us, the
moment comes when the great nurse, death, takes man, the child, by the
hand and quietly says, it’s time to go home, night is coming. It is your
bedtime child of Earth.”
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RON REAGAN JR., RONALD REAGAN’S SON: He is home now.
He is free. In his final letter to the American people, Dad wrote, “I now
begin the journey that will lead me into the sunset of my life.” This evening,
he has arrived. History will record his worth as a leader. We here have
long since measured his worth as a man. Honest, compassionate, graceful,
brave. He was the most plainly decent man you could ever hope to meet.
He used to say, a gentleman always does the kind thing. And he was a
gentleman in the truest sense of the word. A gentle man. Big as he was,
he never tried to make anyone feel small. Powerful as he became, he never
took advantage of those who were weaker. Strength, he believed, was never
more admirable than when it was applied with restraint. Shopkeeper, door-
man, king or queen, it made no difference, Dad treated everyone with the
same unfailing courtesy, acknowledging the innate dignity in us all. The
idea that all people are created equal was more than mere words on a page,
it was how he lived his life. And he lived a good, long life. The kind of
life good men lead. But I guess I'm just telling you things you already
know.

Here’s something you may not know, a little RONALD REAGAN trivia
for you, his entire life, Dad had an inordinate fondness for earlobes. Even
as a boy, back in Dixon, IL, hanging out on a street corner with his friends,
they knew that if they were standing next to DUTCH, sooner or later, he
was going to reach over and grab ahold of their lobe, give it a workout
there. Sitting on his lap watching television as a kid, same story, he would
have a hold of my earlobe. I'm surprised I have any lobes left after all of
that. And you didn’t have to be a kid to enjoy that sort of treatment. Serving
in the Screen Actors Guild with his great friend William Holden, the actor,
best man at his wedding, Bill got used to it. They would be there at the
meetings, and Dad would have a hold of his earlobe. There they’'d be, some
tense labor negotiation, two big Hollywood movie stars, hand in earlobe.

He was, as you know, a famously optimistic man. Sometimes such opti-
mism leads you to see the world as you wish it were as opposed to how
it really is. At a certain point in his Presidency, Dad decided he was going
to revive the thumbs up gesture. So he went all over the country, of course,
giving everybody the thumbs up. Dory and I found ourselves in the Presi-
dential limousine one day returning from some big event. My mother was
there and Dad was of course, thumbs upping the crowd along the way, and
suddenly, looming in the window on his side of the car was this snarling
face. This fellow was reviving an entirely different hand gesture. And hoisted
an entirely different digit in our direction. Dad saw this and without missing
a beat turned to us and said, you see? I think it’s catching on.

Dad was also a deeply, unabashedly religious man. But he never made
the fatal mistake of so many politicians wearing his faith on his sleeve to
gain political advantage. True, after he was shot and nearly killed early in
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his Presidency, he came to believe that God had spared him in order that
he might do good. But he accepted that as a responsibility, not a mandate.
And there is a profound difference. Humble as he was, he never would have
assumed a free pass to Heaven. But in his heart of hearts, I suspect he felt
he would be welcome there. And so he is home. He is free. Those of us
who knew him well will have no trouble imagining his paradise. Golden
tields will spread beneath a blue dome of a western sky. Live oaks will shad-
ow the rolling hillsides. And someplace, flowing from years long past, a
river will wind toward the sea. Across those fields, he will ride a gray mare
he calls Nancy D. They will sail over jumps he has built with his own
hands. He will at the river carry him over the shining stones. He will rest
in the shade of the trees. Our cares are no longer his. We meet him now
only in memory. But we will join him soon enough. All of us. When we
are home, when we are free. {Applause}

{Scripture: Psalm 23, The Reverend John C. Danforth.}

{Musical Honors, U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West. ““Star Spangled
Banner.” “Amazing Grace.”}

{Procession.}

{Casket is moved. Flag is lifted.}

JU.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West.}

REV. MICHAEL H. WENNING: Mrs. Reagan, members of the
Reagan family, distinguished and honored guests, it is a wonderful, awesome
responsibility for me to be able to give these final parting words on this
long journey of this week of sadness. I want to thank you for the privilege
of being your pastor and chaplain to the President. Little did I think that
four and a half decades ago, when Frieda and I came to this country to
study in college, that one day I would end up as the chaplain to the Presi-
dent of the United States—only in America. Dear Nancy, thank you for
bearing your grief so nobly. Thank you for the dignity that you have shown
this week. Our hearts have gone out to you. So many people have com-
mented on the picture where you and I are together as we began this week.
And I think the reason for its poignancy was that the whole American Na-
tion was putting its arms around you. And so we love you and care for
you. Thank you for caring for the President in his declining years. Thank
you for the wonderful example of your marriage that you modeled through-
out your life together and especially in the White House years. Yours was
truly a glorious friendship, based on mutual love and respect. And we love
you for it. And thank you for it. To you, Michael, and Patti, and Ron,
thank you for those very, very touching and moving words, a little humor,
but the heartfelt love of children who loved their father and respect him
so much. We gathered at the beginning of this long day in the National
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Cathedral and heard so many wonderful words from the Nations’ leaders
and also from a beloved friend. I have never heard Lady Margaret Thatcher
speak more eloquently in all her life. The last time I heard her speak, I
had the privilege of being present as she was awarded the Ronald Reagan
Freedom Award. And I remember her saying particularly, “when RONNIE
spoke about the Soviet Union as the evil empire, even I blanched.” Thank
God that neither she, nor your husband, shirked in the face of communism,
but saw its demise. He touched us all. When I went back to the land where
I was born in South Africa, I went to see my aging father. And, as I sat
in his study, he pointed to a huge picture behind me framed. It was of
your husband. And he said, “This is my President”; 10,000 miles away,
he identified, as we all do and shall do through time to come. It now remains
for me to talk about the man and his faith. Indeed, he was a gift from
God to us all. He made us feel good and confident about ourselves, about
our country, and about our future. And I believe it’s because he gained his
confidence from the psalm which I read at the beginning of this week, Psalm
46. The psalm says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help
in the time of trouble.” When you attended church, so many people noticed
that he could sing the hymns without looking at the hymnal. He loved
hymns. And it was appropriate that it was sung in the cathedral this morn-
ing and played on the bagpipes this evening. That hymn speaks about God’s
amazing grace. And RONALD REAGAN knew of the grace of his Lord, Jesus
Christ, for he lived with and on and in that grace. I think of that one
particular stanza of that hymn which says, through many dangers, toils and
snares, I have already come. 'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far and
grace will lead me home. Grace has led him home this day. He was a man
who exhibited graciousness with all that he met, from the highest in the
land to the lowliest.

On one occasion, when Alzheimer’s was beginning to rob that beautiful
mind and he no longer came to Bel Air Presbyterian Church, you know
that I came to the office regularly and brought the church to him and then
to your home. And, on one occasion, his secretary said, Mr. President, your
pastor is here. Come and sit in the corner of his office. And he said, “No,
I think T'll just sit here at the desk.” I looked at her. She looked at me.
We knew he wasn’t going to budge. So I sidled up and sat on the edge
of the desk. And I said, “Mr. President, you're still boss. I'll sit where you
are.” And so I read scripture and prayed. Shortly afterward, his secretary
ushered in my wife and he stood up immediately and went over to her
and shook her hand. You see, the gentleness, the kindness, the love, the
gifts, the fruit of the holy spirit was deeply embedded in his DNA.

As Ron has already said, in 1994, he wrote that letter saying, “I now
begin my journey into the sunset of my life.” But I believe that, last Satur-
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day, he began a new journey into the glorious presence of Almighty God,
and he is basking in the sunshine of his love. And I believe he’s touching
the face of God, as he said during the Challenger disaster. And the Lord
is saying to him, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.” Let me close
with just one thought. In the ancient nation of Israel, when the Temple
had been built, the Lord appeared to King Solomon and said to him these
words: “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves and
turn from their wicked ways and pray and seek my face, I will hear from
Heaven and forgive their sin and heal their land.” God was reminding his
ancient people that the glory of the Nation was not in power or prestige,
in wealth or in might. RONALD REAGAN knew that as a cardinal truth,
that ultimately, our strength is not in our might, but it is as we depend
upon Almighty God and trust in him and walk humbly before God. RON-
ALD REAGAN lived and believed that. And thank God that he did. Mr.
President, I salute you.
NANCY REAGAN, FORMER FIRST LADY: Thank you.

{21-gun Salute, 11th Marine Artillery Regiment.}

REV. MICHAEL H. WENNING: Please pray with me. Now, Eternal
God, we commend into your hands the spirit of your servant, RONALD WIL-
SON REAGAN. We commend him into your care and keeping. And as we
do so, we commit ourselves afresh into your love and care. Teach us to so
live that we shall never, ever be afraid of death, nor ever ashamed to see
you face to face, but grant that your love and peace may rest with us now
and always. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to
shine upon you and be gracious unto you, the Lord lift up the light of
his countenance upon you and grant you his peace now and forever more,
in the name of the father and of the son and of the holy spirit. Amen.
{Three volleys of musketry, U.S. Army Firing Party.}

{“Taps,” U.S. Army Band bugler.}

{Flyover, U.S. Navy, missing man formation.}

{*“America the Beautiful,” U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West.}

{Flag Presentation, Capt. James A. Symonds, Commander, USS Ronald
Reagan (CVN—76).}

{“God Bless America,” Congregation and U.S. Army Chorus, U.S. Air Force
Band of the Golden West.}
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Mr. Speaker, not 24 hours after RONALD
REAGAN had passed away, I had the opportunity
to talk to a great American, Ronald Reagan’s
Secretary of State, George P. Shultz. He already
by Sunday afternoon had penned a statement,
which was so moving that I asked him if I could
share it with my colleagues. Secretary Shultz
agreed, so I would like to do that at this point,
Mr. Speaker.

He entitles this “Remembering RONALD
REAGAN.” It reads as follows:

REMEMBERING RONALD REAGAN

(By George P. Shultz)

We have lost RONALD REAGAN, but his ideas remain with
us, as vital as ever. We can remember the gifts he gave us,
his advocacy of freedom, his contributions to our security,
his belief in America and his restoration of our belief in our-
selves.

When he took office as Governor of California, RONALD
REAGAN took responsibility for a State that was in rocky
shape; when he left office, California was golden again. When
RONALD REAGAN took office as the President of the United
States, the country was adrift, inflation was out of control,
the economy was in the doldrums, and the cold war was as
cold as it had ever been. When he left office, inflation was
under control, the economy was expanding, the cold war was
all over but the shouting, and America once again stood tall.

RONALD REAGAN brought so much to this country. He
started with carefully thought out ideas and he put them
to work effectively. He had a strong and constructive agenda,
much of it labeled impossible and unattainable in the early
years of his Presidency. He challenged the conventional wis-
dom: On arms control, on the possibility of movement to-
ward freedom in the communist-dominated world, on the

need to stand up to Iran in the Persian Gulf, on the superi-
ority of market- and enterprise-based economies. The world
learned when RONALD REAGAN faced down the air traffic
controllers in 1981 that he could dig in and fight to win.
The world learned in Grenada that he would use military
force if needed. He did not accept that extensive political
opposition doomed an attractive idea. He would fight reso-
lutely for an idea, believing that, if it was valid, he could
persuade the American people to support it. He changed the
national and international agenda on issue after issue. He was
an optimist; he spoke the vocabulary of opportunity. He had
a vision of what he stood for and what we aspire to as a
nation.

RONALD REAGAN had and could express a clear and simple
view of a complex world. Every Sunday, he brought acorns
down from Camp David to feed the squirrels outside the Oval
Office. The squirrels at the White House hadn’t had it so
good since Ike cleared the area to put in a putting green.
His most endearing aspect was his fundamental decency. He
appealed to people’s best hopes, not their fears; to their con-
fidence, rather than their doubts.

RONALD REAGAN was a doer, a pragmatist, a man who
enjoyed hard physical tasks, as in the ranch work he loved
to do. But that brush clearing and fence fixing was a symbol,
too; he wanted to be doing it himself because from the land
came not only strength and clarity, but a vision, the vision
of the West and the endless horizon. The American people
liked RONALD REAGAN and reelected him in one of the big-
gest landslides in history because he trusted them and he
conveyed to them that they need not be bound, tied down
by class or race, or childhood misfortune, or poverty, or bu-
reaucracy. They, the people, could make something of them-
selves; indeed, they could remake themselves endlessly.

But beneath this pragmatic attitude lay a bedrock of prin-
ciple and purpose with which I was proud to be associated.
He believed in being strong enough to defend our interests,
but he viewed that strength as a means, not an end in itself.
RONALD REAGAN had confidence in himself and in his ideas
and was ready to negotiate from the strength so evident by
the mideighties.

He was a fervent anticommunist who could comprehend
and believe that people everywhere would choose to throw
off the communist system if they ever had the chance. And
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he worked hard to give them that chance. He favored open
trade because he had confidence in the ability of Americans
to compete, and he had confidence that an integrated world
economy would benefit America. He stuck to his agenda.

The points he made, however consummate the delivery,
were unmistakably real in his mind and heart, an American
creed: Defend your country, value your family, make some-
thing of yourself, tell government to get off your back, tell
the tyrants to watch their step. RONALD REAGAN conveyed
simple truths that were especially welcome because “now-
adays everything seems so complicated.” What he said ran
deep and wide among the people.

REAGAN as President was a Republican, a conservative, a
man of the right. But these labels will mislead historians who
do not see beyond them, for Americans could see some of
RONALD REAGAN in themselves. You couldn’t figure him
out like a fact, because to REAGAN, the main fact was a vi-
sion. He came from the heartland of the country, where peo-
ple could be down-to-earth, yet feel the sky is the limit, not
ashamed of or cynical about the American dream.

Not far from RONALD REAGAN’s small town of Dixon,
IL, is Jane Addams’ small town of Cedarville; not far from
Cedarville is Ulysses Grant’s small town of Galena. And not
far from Galena is Carl Sandburg’s Galesburg. REAGAN had
something of them all: His heart going out to the people;
his will ready to fight for the country; his voice able to move
the Nation. And, as Carl Sandburg wrote it, “The republic
is a dream. Nothing happens unless first a dream.”

Hon. Jim Ryun

OF KANSAS

Mr. Speaker, there are few leaders who we can
look to who truly embody the characteristics of
what a leader should be. RONALD REAGAN em-
bodied them all.

He was a man of principle; he was a man of
action. Unlike many who just talk about their
convictions, he was a man who acted upon them.
As a man of deep faith, he brought conviction
to the Presidency, knowing what he believed and
why he believed it. Yes, he was “Mr. President;”
and indeed a role model, a man of conviction and
courage.

He once said:

A leader, once convinced a particular course of action is
the right one, must have the determination to stick with it
and be undaunted when the going gets rough.

It was this conviction and courage that en-
abled him to lead the world out of the cold war
into an age when communism no longer thrived.
As he put it, “We did not seek the role of leader-
ship that has been thrust upon us. But whether

we like it or not, the events of our time demand
America’s participation.”

My wife Anne and I had the privilege of meet-
ing President REAGAN at the White House for
a St. Patrick’s Day event in 1982. As we chatted
for a few minutes, I remember being in the pres-
ence of someone great. I told him that we were
praying for him. He shook my hand, and in a
genuine, soft-spoken voice, he thanked us.

His convictions guided him on social issues as
well. In 1983, on the 10th anniversary of Roe v.
Wade, he wrote a 9 page article to the American
people laying out his opposition to the abomi-
nable practice of abortion. In it he wrote:

-{W}'e cannot survive as a free nation when some men de-
cide that others are not fit to live and should be abandoned
to abortion or infanticide. My Administration is dedicated
to the preservation of America as a free land, and there is
no cause more important for preserving that freedom than
affirming the transcendent right to life of all human beings,
the right without which no other rights have any meaning.

Our Founders believed in the idea of America.
It was an idea of freedom and justice for all.
REAGAN believed in America, and, more signifi-
cantly, he believed in the American people.
Rather than simply imposing his principles upon
others, he redefined the mainstream by giving
them something to believe in. It was this quality
of principled, caring leadership that inspired
many, including me, to act upon our convictions,
believing that the American way was just and
right.

As we mourn the passing of our 4oth Presi-
dent, we must not allow his legacy to die with
him. His legacy is a continued belief in the idea
of America. To carry it on, we must not only
look to what has been, but we must look forward
to what will be. Because of the work of RONALD
REAGAN, the idea has prevailed. It is up to us
to ensure that we continue his optimism for the
future. President REAGAN left us a legacy to up-
hold.

PRAYER

The Reverend John Boyles, National Capital
Presbytery, Washington, DC, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

O Lord God, we come before You on this day
to ask that You would be with all here today
as servants of Your will, and that of this Nation’s
people, in giving honor for service to country,
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this land of the free. And strengthen all here
today in the work of this body, to establish
steadfast and righteous rules of law to guide and
direct the way of this Nation.

O Lord God, that here would be frontiers of
freedom just as there were in foreign fields on
beachheads of liberation which are remembered
and honored in these days.

O Lord God, before You, and gathered here,
we are met to lift up to You and remember those
who have given of themselves in highest service
to this Nation. O Lord, You have been our
dwelling place in all generations and now this
House, this Chamber would prepare to receive
under its dome, a hallowed place of honor for
one who served as highest leader of this Nation.
Prepare here now, O Lord, those assembled to
give honor for service and dedication to America
of RONALD REAGAN, that in honoring his serv-
ice, that the service to Nation given by those
here in this House might be rededicated and
strengthened; that in honoring the grace and
goodness of a man who served his Nation’s peo-
ple, that all here would be renewed in their dedi-
cation to the good of all, and the building up
of all, and even then knowing, before You, O
God, that if this earthly house of a tabernacle
were desolved that there is a building of God,
a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. May you, O God, bless the work of our
hands here today. Amen.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr. Monahan,
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate has
passed a concurrent resolution of the following
title in which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. Con. Res. 115. Concurrent resolution authorizing the use
of the rotunda of the Capitol for the lying in state of the

remains of the late RONALD WILSON REAGAN, 4oth Presi-
dent of the United States.

Hon. Frank R. Wolf

OF VIRGINIA

Mr. Speaker, I join with others in the House
in expressing the deepest condolences to Nancy
Reagan and the Reagan family on the passing of

RONALD WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth President
of the United States of America, and in paying
tribute to President REAGAN as we remember his
Presidency and what he meant to our country
and, indeed, to the world.

I deeply admired and respected President
REAGAN. I had the good fortune to run for the
1oth Congressional District of Virginia seat in
Congress in November 1980 when he was elected
to his first term. Some called my victory then
“on REAGAN’s coattails.” I have no doubt that
I am in Congress today because of President
REAGAN.

I will always be grateful that after my two suc-
cessful bids for Congress RONALD REAGAN led
the ticket I was on and I became a member of
the class of 1980. I am sure all members of the
class of 1980 would agree, President REAGAN
made us feel good again. He gave us hope. He
inspired us. He gave us optimism because he was
an optimist. His legacy belongs not only to
America but to the world.

I saw a woman in California being inter-
viewed. She was holding a bouquet of flowers
and tears were streaming down her face. She had
a broken English accent and identified herself as
a Russian immigrant. She said she had to come
to the makeshift memorial outside the funeral
home where President REAGAN was resting be-
cause, “I owe my life to President REAGAN.”

Mr. Speaker, I will close by sharing his own
words spoken in August 1992 about how he
wanted to be remembered. President REAGAN
said:

{W}hatever else history may say about me when I'm
gone, I hope it will record that I appealed to your best hopes,
not your worst fears, to your confidence rather than your
doubts. ...

May all of you as Americans never forget your heroic ori-
gins, never fail to seek divine guidance, and never lose your
... God-given optimism.

Mr. Speaker, we thank God for the life of
RONALD WILSON REAGAN.

Hon. Joseph R. Pitts

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. Speaker, last week as I reflected on the

anniversary of D-day, I recalled President
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REAGAN’s speech on the 4oth anniversary of that
first day of liberation of Europe on June 6, 1984.
President REAGAN spoke of “the men of Nor-
mandy” who “had faith that what they were
doing was right, faith that they fought for all
humanity, faith that a just God would grant
them mercy on this beachhead or on the next.”

As he so often did, his conviction and passion,
his grace and sincerity connected a distant event
to the struggle each and every human being faces
every day, fighting to know what we are doing
is right.

Later that day he told a different audience,
“We will always remember. We will always be
proud. We will always be prepared, so we may
always be free.”

Newsweek called this freedom, which President
REAGAN mentioned in 1984, the freedom “from
self-doubt, from the Soviet threat, from uneasi-
ness about our national power and capacity to do
great things.”

This was REAGAN’s gift to his country. He
knew that America was great and that our great-
ness had not come without a price. Indeed, we
will always remember, Mr. President. We will
always remember so that we may always be free.

Hon. Nick Smith

OF MICHIGAN

Mr. Speaker, I was farming and in the Michi-
gan Legislature when RONALD REAGAN took of-
fice. With President REAGAN, he not only led
the country but restored America’s confidence.
He renewed our sense of America’s goodness and
America’s greatness. And with that assurance, the
American people achieved great things.

When RONALD REAGAN came into office, we
had Watergate, defeat in Vietnam, we surren-
dered control over the Panama Canal. Vietnam
fell to communism and Cambodia soon followed.
The Sandinistas took control of Nicaragua. The
Ayatollah Khomeini held 52 American hostages
for more than 1 year at our Embassy in Tehran.

Inflation stood at 13.5 percent and interest
rates reached 21 percent. People in America had
lost their optimism and pride in our country, and
it was RONALD REAGAN that brought us back.

It was RONALD REAGAN who turned it around.
He never lost faith in the American people, and
he had enough optimism to restore our lost con-
fidence and get America back on its feet.

That is what impressed me so much in those
days, that tremendous turnaround from so many
being down to being proud again of America.
He believed that we could cut taxes and restore
our economy, and we did. By the end of his
term, the U.S. economy had grown by a third.

He believed we could stand up proudly for
American values around the world and stand up
to the Soviet Union, and we did. It was President
REAGAN'’s resolve that halted the march of com-
munism in Central America and Afghanistan. It
was REAGAN’s resolve that nurtured the Soli-
darity movement in Poland, and gave heart to
the dissidents of the Soviet bloc.

Ultimately, it was President REAGAN’s faith
in American ideals and his steadfast determina-
tion that led to the fall of the Berlin Wall and
the liberation of Eastern Europe.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, it was that leader-
ship and vision for America that made RONALD
REAGAN special. And now the country mourns
and the world remembers in the death of a great
world leader.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CLERK OF THE
HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk of the
House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, DC, June 8, 2004.
HoN. J. DENNIS HASTERT,

The Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the permission granted
in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House
of Representatives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed enve-
lope received from the White House on June 8, 2004 at 2:37
p-m. and said to contain a message from the President where-
by he notifies the Congress of the death of RONALD REAGAN.

With Best wishes, I am
Sincerely,

JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of the United
States; which was read:

To the Congress of the United States:

By this Message, I officially inform you of the death of
RONALD REAGAN, the fortieth President of the United
States.

RONALD REAGAN was a great leader and a good man. He
had the confidence that comes with conviction, the strength
that comes with character, the grace that comes with humil-
ity, and the humor that comes with wisdom.

Through his leadership, spirit, and abiding faith in the
American people, President REAGAN gave our Nation a re-
newed optimism. With his courage and moral clarity, he en-
hanced America’s security and advanced the spread of peace,
liberty, and democracy to millions of people who had lived
in darkness and oppression. As America’s President, he
helped change the world.

The sun has now set on RONALD REAGAN’s extraordinary
American life. Just as he told us that our Nation’s best days
are yet to come, we know that the same is true for him.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 8, 2004.

EXPRESSING PROFOUND REGRET AND SORROW OF
THE HOUSE ON THE DEATH OF RONALD WILSON
REAGAN FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Mr. DeLAY. Mr. Speaker, I offer a privileged
resolution (H. Res. 663) and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows:

H. RES. 663

Resolved, That the House of Representatives has learned
with profound regret and sorrow of the death of RONALD
WILSON REAGAN, former President of the United States of
America.

Resolved, That the House tenders its deep sympathy to the
members of the family of the former President in their be-
reavement.

Resolved, That in recognition of the many virtues, public
and private, of one who served with distinction as President,
the Speaker shall appoint a committee of the House to join
with such Members of the Senate as may be designated, to
attend the funeral services of the former President.

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House be au-
thorized and directed to take such steps as may be necessary
for carrying out the provisions of these resolutions, and that
the necessary expenses in connection therewith be paid out
of the applicable accounts of the House.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to
the Senate and transmit a copy of the same to the family
of the former President.

Resolved, That when the House adjourns today, it adjourn
as a further mark of respect to the memory of the former
President.

Hon. Tom DeLay

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, he was a gift to us: the healthy,
hearty child handed down from God to John and
Nelle Reagan in Tampico, IL, in 1911; the strong,
athletic young man handed up from the bustling,
laughing, big-shouldered Midwest of his youth;
the underrated actor, the underrated labor leader,
the underrated politician; and the visionary who
foresaw America’s victory in the cold war and
brought about that victory with wit, will, and
undaunted valor for 8 heroic years.

Everything that America is, and everything
that mankind can be, was in our 4oth President:
wisdom, mercy, humor, honesty, honor, and
courage.

In an hour of doubt and fear, RONALD
REAGAN rose in the West, reminded his Nation
of its unique mission in history, and with the
help of a few million friends, worked the great
miracle of the age. And he did it all smiling
through the condescending insults of his critics,
who, bless their hearts, could never quite get past
his infuriating optimism.

They said RONALD REAGAN could ruin the
economy, but in fact he led it to heights of
strength and prosperity never before witnessed in
history.

They said REAGAN would provoke our en-
emies to war, but in fact he bent our enemies
to surrender without firing a single shot.

They said RONALD REAGAN was an “amiable
dunce,” but in fact he was a fearless intellectual
warrior, who marshaled words like soldiers to
fight battles of ideas across a table or across a
continent, and won.

Which is why his death, even after a decade
of slow, agonizing decline, comes as a shock to
all of us. For RONALD REAGAN was not just a
man. He was the personification of an idea. And
not just an idea, but the idea: the irreducible
American idea that this Nation, founded by a
generation of heroes upon the self-evident truth
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of equality under God, is possessed of a special
commission in the affairs of men.

According to RONALD REAGAN, and accord-
ing to Washington, Lincoln, Roosevelt, and Ken-
nedy before him, America is not just another na-
tion. Instead, we are the “last, best hope of man
on Earth”; “the torch of freedom” guiding man-
kind through the darkness; the living promise to
all times and men that despite the relentless
march of tyranny, the ultimate victory of liberty
is assured.

And people wonder where he got his opti-
mism. Of course RONALD REAGAN was an opti-
mist. He was an American. In his life, the
United States pulled the world through the
Great Depression, two great world wars, and
back from the brink of nuclear holocaust. And
all the while, despite all the hardship, indeed
perhaps because of it, America got stronger, rich-
er, and, as far as he was concerned, better.

REAGAN’s confidence and optimism in his
country were simply extensions of his confidence
and optimism in his countrymen. He knew the
things Americans had done, repelling the British,
freeing the slaves, settling the West, liberating
Europe, shooting for the Moon, and simply could
not see this arc of history as anything but the
irresistible advance of freedom against oppres-
sion; or as REAGAN sublimely put it: “We win,
and they lose.”

“We” are those who seek to defend human
dignity, and “they” are those who seek to stifle
it. This was not a mere political calculation. To
RONALD REAGAN, the innate dignity of man was
a spark of the Divine, a light created in God’s
image that the darkness could not overcome. He
saw it as his role in our Nation and America’s
role in the world, for that matter, to liberate peo-
ple from the shackles of government, so that they
might first enjoy their right of self-determina-
tion, and then share with their neighbors the
blessings of faith, hope, and charity.

REAGAN knew these were the virtues that
built our Nation and remain the essential ingre-
dients of American achievement, the tonic that
has sustained the United States for more than
200 years, in Emerson’s words, as “the country
of tomorrow.”

REAGAN loved that quote, and the idea behind
it; that even as we stand today as the oldest de-

mocracy on Earth, we remain the youthful cham-
pion of liberty and justice, best poised of all na-
tions to lead mankind in the uncertain future.
He believed it was true because he knew it had
to be.

He knew that without the American Nation,
that is without the American people and their
steadfast adherence to the true and the good, the
West could fail in the cold war and fail the cause
of freedom around the world. And so he never
let failure become an option.

From the earliest days of his administration,
President REAGAN stood before the world and
proclaimed the United States’ commitment to
freedom. He called the Soviet Union the evil em-
pire and declared that “regimes planted by bayo-
nets do not take root.” He met with Pope John
Paul II and pledged to assist and equip the Soli-
darity movement in Poland. He called the Sovi-
et’s bluff at Reykjavik and went to the Branden-
burg Gate to challenge Soviet Leader Mikhail
Gorbachev to “tear down this wall!”

Around the world, his words and deeds fil-
tered down to the oppressed citizens behind the
Iron Curtain who knew, for the first time, that
the American President and his people were com-
ing to the rescue; that the truth about the evils
of communism was being exposed to the world,
and that the West had made a conscious decision
that the cold war was not to be managed, but
fought and won.

To RONALD REAGAN, the answers to the
world’s problems were not simplistic, but they
were simple. In foreign policy, evil must be con-
fronted. Domestically, more government is not
the solution; it is the problem. Publicly, honesty
is the best policy. And privately, follow the gold-
en rule.

This was not merely the recipe for a spectac-
ular career, which dominated and forever altered
the map of the world, or for the national pride
he restored to an America that, under his watch,
became freer, stronger, and more prosperous than
any nation in history. It was also the recipe for
a full life of love and friendship, an ineffable ro-
mance with his wife, Nancy.

In short, he left the world a better place than
he found it and left his country with policies in
place to solve problems great and small. It is for
us, then, who inhabit the world he shaped, to
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finish the work he began. For we honor him best
not by our words today, but our deeds tomorrow,
and the next day and the next, to do right by
each other, right by our Nation, and right by
our responsibilities to history.

Though he may no longer be with us, Mr.
Speaker, we still live in an Age of Reagan. Come
Friday afternoon, he will be laid to rest, after
making one final journey home to his beloved
California coast. But even as we say our tearful
goodbyes that evening, and the Sun sets out
West over the Pacific, we will find in ourselves
the strength to carry on without our hero.

We will simply do as REAGAN did at the end
of any long and difficult day. We will turn and
look to the East with anticipation and wonder,
and wait for another hopeful dawn.

Hon. Nancy Pelosi

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, with the death of RONALD
REAGAN and the dignity with which he left us,
there is truly mourning in America. If the mean-
ing of a life can be measured by the hearts
touched by one’s death, the outpouring of grief
at the death of our 4oth President speaks to the
distinctly American life that was RONALD WIL-
SON REAGAN.

We Californians mourn RONALD REAGAN as
our Governor; all Americans mourn RONALD
REAGAN as our President; and people the world
over mourn RONALD REAGAN, the passionate
voice for freedom.

Today a grateful Nation remembers RONALD
REAGAN the man. We remember his indomi-
table optimism and abiding love of country.
RONALD REAGAN understood the greatness of
America has always been the character of the
American people. As Americans, we have always
dared to dream. And so President REAGAN ap-
pealed to the enduring belief that sustains us as
a people: That America’s best days are yet to
come.

We remember his leadership. Those of us on
this side of the aisle may not have always stood
with him on matters of policy, but we always
knew where he stood, as he did us, when it came

to matters of principle. And though firm in his
convictions, President REAGAN was not afraid of
compromise. Indeed, the lifelong crusader against
communism will be remembered for signing the
first agreement with the Soviet Union to actually
destroy nuclear weapons.

We remember his eloquence. After the loss of
our Challenger astronauts, President REAGAN
consoled a grieving Nation. And whether in
front of the Berlin Wall, or overlooking the
beaches of Normandy, he echoed the democratic
aspirations of freedom-loving people everywhere.

We remember his grace and humor. This is
a story that perhaps our colleague, the gentleman
from California (Mr. Lewis), understands and ap-
preciates better than most in the Chamber.
When RONALD REAGAN was Governor of Cali-
fornia, he came to the legislative chamber to de-
liver the State of the State Address. Because it
was near the time of his birthday, they wheeled
in a birthday cake and sang “Happy Birthday”
to then-Governor REAGAN. I have to add at that
time, the speaker of the Assembly of California
was a giant of a man, Jess Unruh, and who some-
times did not see eye to eye with then-Governor
REAGAN. They sang ‘“Happy Birthday,” and
Governor REAGAN blew out the candles. Some-
one said, “Governor, did you make a wish?”

M. Speaker, the Governor looked up and said,
“Yes, I made a wish, but it did not come true;
he is still there,” as he spoke to the then-Speaker.

At the end of the day, though, President
REAGAN knew whatever may divide us by party
is dwarfed by what unites us as Americans.
Speaker Tip O'Neill famously told of how he and
the President clashed by day, but were friends
after 6 p.m., prompting the President to begin
his phone calls, “Tip, is it after 6 p.m.?”

We remember RONALD REAGAN's faith in his
country, in his family, and in his God. In that
poignant letter 10 years ago announcing his bat-
tle with Alzheimer’s disease, President REAGAN
wrote:

When the Lord calls me home, whenever that may be, I
will leave with the greatest love for this country of ours and
eternal optimism for its future.

... I know that for America there will always be a bright
dawn ahead.

That dawn was referenced by the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. DeLay).
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We remember RONALD REAGAN’s dignity,
the dignity with which he lived and led our
country, and the dignity with which he died,
turning the long goodbye of his final years into
a lesson for all of us.

And all Americans, and I know everyone who
serves in the Congress of the United States for
sure, have been touched by the dignity, private
strength and public grace of Nancy Reagan and
the Reagan family to whom we offer our prayers
and deepest condolences. Our Nation is in your
debt for the care and love you gave our President
and the dignity with which you held his hands
at the end.

I hope it is a comfort to Mrs. Reagan and the
Reagan family that the whole world mourns their
loss and is praying for them at this sad time.

For his eloquent defense of freedom, for his
leadership style of conviction and compromise,
for his eternal optimism for the future, America
pays tribute to President RONALD WILSON
REAGAN.

May God bless RONALD REAGAN, may God
bless this country that he loved and led, may
RONALD REAGAN rest in peace.

Hon. J. Dennis Hastert

OF ILLINOIS

M. Speaker, I rise today to honor the life and
the legacy of our Nation’s 4oth President, RON-
ALD WILSON REAGAN.

He was born in the small town of Tampico,
IL, which is in my congressional district, and
grew up in Dixon, another town some of my con-
stituents call home. It was there that he learned
the common-sense values and virtues that helped
him reshape not only our Nation, but also the
world.

When I first ran for public office in 1980, for
the Illinois Legislature, RONALD REAGAN was
running for President. Back then people did not
have a lot of faith in America and what America
could do. What made him so special was his
willingness to step forward at a time when the
rest of the world was stepping back and remind
us what made America the “shining city on the

hill.” He restored our faith in America, and he
made us proud to be Americans again.

His easygoing personality and a sense of
humor endeared him to the people he served. His
word was his bond. It was genuine. His honesty
and sincerity were the foundation of his strength
while working with Democrats and Republicans
in both Houses of Congress.

The world struggled against communism, but
our country stood tall as RONALD REAGAN’s per-
severance led the world to freedom. As a former
history teacher, I have taught students about
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. I
have taught them about our fellow Illinoisan,
Abraham Lincoln, and I have taught them about
FDR and JFK. History has now called RONALD
REAGAN to take his place alongside the most
noble of our countrymen. Here in the People’s
House, thousands of Americans will file in the
Capitol rotunda to honor the people’s President.

He will be remembered as a symbol of “peace
through strength,” but most of all we will re-
member him for the hope he gave to the rest
of the world that freedom was possible. His grit,
his sheer willpower made it possible for more
people to walk in freedom today than at any
other time throughout history.

Not only was he an ambassador of the Amer-
ican people and the American way of life, Presi-
dent REAGAN was an ambassador of faith. He re-
minded us of his faith when America grieved the
loss of the seven astronauts of the Challenger space
shuttle. He said:

We will never forget them, nor the last time we saw them,
this morning, as they prepared for their journey and waved
good-bye and “slipped the surly bonds of earth” to “touch
the face of God.”

Tonight, as we honor the man who believed
America was a “shining city on the hill,” we
should remember his words to the students of
his alma mater, Eureka College in Illinois. He
said:

Live each day to the fullest. Live each day with enthusiasm,
optimism and hope. If you do, I am convinced that your con-

tribution to this wonderful experiment we call America will
be profound.

With Godspeed, Mr. President. God bless
RONALD REAGAN. God bless America.
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MOURNING THE PASSING OF PRESIDENT RONALD
REAGAN

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today and as
designee of the majority leader, I call up the res-
olution (H. Res. 664) mourning the passing of
President RONALD REAGAN and celebrating his
service to the people of the United States and
his leadership in promoting the cause of freedom
for all the people of the world, and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows:

H. REs. 664

Whereas President RONALD REAGAN reminded us that our
great Nation was founded and built by people with great
dreams and the courage to take great risks;

Whereas President REAGAN reminded his countrymen of
the Nation’s calling in world history: “From our forefathers
to our modern day immigrants, we’ve come from every corner
of the earth, from every race and every ethnic background,
and we've become a new breed in the world. We're Ameri-
cans, and we have a rendezvous with destiny.”;

Whereas President REAGAN championed freedom and de-
mocracy throughout the world, bringing courage to millions
of people suffering the bondage of tyranny and oppression;

Whereas on June 12, 1987, President REAGAN stood at the
Brandenburg Gate, the symbol of communism’s brutal op-
pression, and demanded: “General Secretary Gorbachev, if
you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union
and eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to
this gate. Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear
down this wall!”;

Whereas on November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall was torn
down, signifying the end of the Cold War;

Whereas President REAGAN, and his wife Nancy, brought
dignity and respect to the White House and dedicated their
lives to promoting national pride and to bettering the quality
of life in the United States and throughout the world;

Whereas on May 16, 2002, Congress bestowed the congres-
sional gold medal in recognition of their service to the Na-
tion;

Whereas RONALD REAGAN’s eloquence united Americans
in times of triumph and tragedy;

Whereas on January 28, 1986, President REAGAN com-
forted a grieving nation as Americans mourned the death of
seven American astronauts who “slipped the surly bonds of
earth to touch the face of God”;

Whereas President REAGAN spent the twilight of his life
as he always lived, leading a fight against Alzheimer’s disease
with faith, courage, and dignity, with the greatest love for
the Nation and eternal optimism for its future;

Whereas by opening his heart to the Nation about his af-
fliction with Alzheimer’s disease, President REAGAN pro-
moted greater awareness of this condition; and

Whereas President REAGAN appealed to the best hopes of
the American people, not their worst fears, and to their con-
fidence rather than their doubts: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) expresses its deepest appreciation for the profound pub-
lic service of President RONALD REAGAN;

(2) expresses its condolences to Nancy Reagan and to Patti,
Michael, Ron, and the entire Reagan family;

(3) calls on the people of the United States to reflect on
the record of President REAGAN during this national period
of remembrance and to remember always his encouraging
words: “We have every right to dream heroic dreams.”; and

(4) directs the Clerk of the House of Representatives to
transmit a copy of this resolution to the family of President
REAGAN.

Hon. Jerry Lewis
OF CALIFORNIA
Mr. Speaker, through the years of having the

RONALD
REAGAN, one could go down many a pathway

opportunity to know President
in recalling his greatness. My first recollection
of RONALD REAGAN, I can recall clearly 1 was
lying on the living room floor, and he was giving
this speech on behalf of Barry Goldwater. The
remarks in that speech entitled, “A Time for
Choosing,” never to forget:

You and I have a rendezvous with destiny. We will pre-
serve for our children this, the last best hope of man on earth,
or we will sentence them to take the first step into a thou-
sand years of darkness.

I will never forget rolling over on the floor
and saying to my family, “This guy ought to be
Governor of California.” And, by golly, just 2
years later, he was: Governor RONALD REAGAN,
elected in 1966 by the people of California.

Two years after that, a group of seven Repub-
lican freshmen legislators were invited to the
Governor’s home for a little dinner. They had a
set of card tables in the living room, a couple
sat down at one card table, I sat on an extra
chair, and, lo and behold, the Governor sat down
beside me. The gentleman from California (Mr.
Waxman) may remember that I was a bit more
brash in those days than I choose to be now.

And so almost immediately, I raised the sub-
ject of interest to me to the then-Governor
REAGAN. I asked him what he thought about
preschool and child care. It did not take 30 sec-
onds for me to begin to understand that I had
asked the right question, for Governor REAGAN
knew an awful lot more about preschool and
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child care than I ever thought of knowing. He
and Nancy had been thinking about this subject
for some time. And indeed, as a result of that
beginning point of working together in this very
special area of education, the Child Development
Act was signed in 1972 by Governor REAGAN
and became the first major State quality day care
programming that included health components
and education components and involved parental
responsibilities as well.

The Governor was way ahead of the curve, as
one might see; for some 25 years later, Wash-
ington discovered the importance of child care.

Another illustration of an interesting side of
the Governor who by many was considered to be
some way out there, far out on the right; but
quickly those who would observe carefully recog-
nized that this Governor was looking out for the
benefit of all people of California and because of
that, he soon became very well known as an envi-
ronmental Governor. He joined quickly with
Governor Laxalt of Nevada, and together hand
in hand they literally saved Lake Tahoe.

A leader way ahead of his time, it was my
privilege to spend so much time in those early
days with Governor RONALD REAGAN. At an-
other time in this evening’s discussion I would
like to spend a moment discussing with all of
you my first experience with Governor REAGAN
when he became President of the United States.

Hon. Henry A. Waxman

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
President RONALD REAGAN. President REAGAN
has been a part of my entire political life. Presi-
dent REAGAN got his start in politics when he
was elected Governor in 1966. Two years later,
I got my start in politics when I was elected to
the California Legislature. I served in the State
legislature until 1974, the last year of Governor
REAGAN’s term. And, of course, I served in the
Congress of the United States for the entire 8
years of his Presidency.

I knew from those early days that President
REAGAN had remarkable political skills. He is
known as the Great Communicator and, truly,

he was. President REAGAN knew how to connect
with people. And he could articulate values and
resonate across America and around the world
with his ideals. He was also likable and charm-
ing.

For many years, President REAGAN was actu-
ally my constituent. Hollywood, the place and
the industry associated with it, had a great im-
pact on his life. It refined his communication
skills and honed his sense of drama and delivery.
And it gave him something that many people
do not fully appreciate—an understanding that
in America, with hard work and honest values
Hollywood endings really can come true.

President REAGAN thought our Nation should
be a shining example to the world. And under
his leadership, we were really admired and re-
spected around the world. He viewed America
as a “‘city on the hill,” a beacon for freedom and
a model for democracy.

And here is another thing many people do not
fully appreciate: President REAGAN was a prag-
matic leader. He had strong convictions, but if
he learned that those convictions were taking
America in the wrong direction, he had the con-
fidence and the wisdom to change course.

As everyone knows, President REAGAN was af-
flicted with Alzheimer’s disease in the last 10
years of his life. President REAGAN struggled
with this terrible condition with great dignity.
And with great courage he and his wife Nancy
shared his struggle with the American people. It
is a true tragedy that this country lost the oppor-
tunity to have this elder statesman involved and
seek his advice and leadership in the last years
of his life.

I know that all of us in this body would like
to find a fitting way to honor President
REAGAN’s life. For my part, I can think of no
better tribute than an accelerated effort to ad-
dress the horrific disease known as Alzheimer’s.
Mrs. Reagan, the President’s beloved wife, brave-
ly spoke out about this just last month. In her
moving words she said:

Science has presented us with a hope called stem cell re-
search which may provide our scientists with many answers
that for so long have been beyond our grasp. We have lost

so much time already. I just really cannot bear to lose any

more.
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Well, it is past time for us to seize the poten-
tial that Nancy Reagan identified. There could
be no important or more lasting legacy to her
husband.

America has lost a devoted citizen and a dedi-
cated leader. I want Mrs. Reagan and the Reagan
family to know they are in my heart and in my
thoughts. President REAGAN’s passing is truly
felt among Democrats and Republicans, by all
Americans, and people of goodwill all around the
world. We will certainly miss him.

Hon. Jerry Lewis

OF CALIFORNIA

President REAGAN came to Washington at a
moment when our country was in great malaise.
Interest rates had risen as high as 21% percent.
Inflation was raging the country. Jobs were very,
very difficult to come by. And in typical RON-
ALD REAGAN fashion, the President for whom
the glass was always more than half full, he
began setting forth policies that reduced interest
rates, that impacted inflation, and created jobs.
He set a stage for tomorrow that would lead us
all to believe in America again and have new
hope and opportunity within our country.

Hon. Roy Blunt

OF MISSOURI

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. Lewis) for yielding this time
to me and leading this important recognition
today.

I also want to thank you, Mr. Speaker, for your
special understanding of President REAGAN from
your work in the military serving alongside him
in his days in the White House.

What all of those that served with the Presi-
dent or watched him from afar were able to see
was how his optimistic leadership reinvigorated
the American spirit and how it redefined the pol-
itics of his time. Born in a small town near the
middle of America, this son of a shoe salesman
rose to heights of gigantic proportion and lifted
his countrymen along with him.

After facing his last great challenge with cour-
age and patience, RONALD REAGAN now takes
his place where his vision is once again clear, his
faith rewarded, and his storied sense of humor
returned. He placed his faith in God along with
economic and permanent freedom. And the
world is a better place because of those beliefs.

President REAGAN helped raise individuals up
and helped tear down the Berlin Wall. He in-
spired us, and he was inspired by us. President
REAGAN’s leadership
members of our conference on my side of the

inspired more current
aisle than any other political figure in the 20th
century.

When I became the majority whip in this
Congress, 1 named the conference room in the
whip’s office the Reagan Room for the brief time
I am privileged to make that designation. And
I hope many of my colleagues come by that room
during this week on the third floor of the Capitol
and view the photographs there chronicling the
life of this remarkable man from his days as a
radio announcer to those that foreshadowed the
end of the Soviet Union.

President REAGAN said:

We are a powerful force for good. With faith and courage

we can perform great deeds and take freedom’s next step,
and we will.

America is taking freedom’s next step, and we
are doing so in large part because of President
RoNALD WILSON REAGAN.

Today America’s light shines a little dimmer
because he is gone, but, Mr. Speaker, it shines
much brighter than it would have if he had not
been here. He made a difference in America. He
made a difference in the world. Today people all
over the world are remembering and recognizing
that difference.

Hon. Danny K. Davis

OF ILLINOIS

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join with my col-
leagues as we pay tribute to the life and legacy
of President REAGAN. A bigger-than-life screen
personality, RONALD
REAGAN moved from being Governor of Cali-
fornia in the sixties to President of the United

actor and television
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States and dominating American politics in the
eighties. He was the first President to be re-
elected to a second term since Dwight D. Eisen-
hower.

Media-made and media-presented, President
REAGAN got millions of Americans to feel proud
of their Nation. America’s 40-year cold war with
the Soviet Union cooled considerably and perhaps
actually ended during REAGAN’s Presidency.
Many Americans credit him with having
achieved that significant outcome.

Born the son of a shoe salesman in smalltown
Illinois, President REAGAN’s impoverished but
loving parents instilled in him a sense of opti-
mism that carried him through college as an av-
erage student. After graduation, he worked for
a few years as a sports broadcaster in midwestern
radio before landing a film contract with Warner
Brothers, which took him to Hollywood in 1936.

Over the next 30 years, President REAGAN
made scores of films, including Army films pro-
duced during World War II. He hosted two pop-
ular television series and was actively engaged in
politics as president of the Screen Actors Guild.

In the fifties, President REAGAN changed from
being a Roosevelt New Deal Democrat to a con-
servative Republican. In 1966, he became Gov-
ernor of California and was reelected in 1970.
Using his popularity in California, he unsuccess-
fully challenged President Gerald Ford for the
Republican nomination in 1976. He tried again
and won the nomination in 1980 and thereafter
defeated the incumbent Democrat Jimmy Carter.
With his 1984 reelection victory, President
REAGAN became the most politically successful
Republican President since President Eisen-
hower.

In his last years, as President REAGAN battled
Alzheimer’s disease, our Nation went from hav-
ing zero drugs for this devastating disease to
today having five new prescriptive drugs to help
manage and treat the progression of Alzheimer’s.
Today it is even possible to diagnose Alzheimer’s
with more than 90 percent accuracy. It is clear
that Alzheimer’s does not discriminate on whom
it affects, regardless of gender, ethnicity, socio-
economic status, political ideology or if one
worked in the fields, in the factories or in the
Oval Office.

With now more than 4.5 million people suf-
fering from this disease, the upsetting effects of
Alzheimer’s are growing faster than modern
medicine can manage. This is only likely to be-
come more complicated with the aging of the
baby boomers, boosting the number of Alz-
heimer’s patients to an astounding II to 16 mil-
lion people by the middle of the century.

As a way to honor President REAGAN, let us
make the greatest commitment that we can to
real investment in research for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and follow through with clinical trials to
translate the research into treatments. We must
now act to make the lives of all Alzheimer’s pa-
tients more comfortable with a better quality of
life, while hopefully being able to prevent this
disease in the future.

Mr. President, as one might say in a western
movie, you had a good ride and our country is
proud to say, “Much obliged.”

Hon. Elton Gallegly

OF CALIFORNIA

President REAGAN’s impact on America and
the world is immeasurable. He ended the cold
war and restored America’s confidence. His Re-
publican administration rebuilt our economy
with the help and support of a Democratic House
of Representatives.

President REAGAN achieved such successes be-
cause when you sat in a room with him, there
could be over 1,000 people in the room, yet you
felt like there was only the 2 of you, and his won-
derful wit would put you at ease. That was a tre-
mendous gift.

That is why some of his biggest political en-
emies were among his closest personal friends. It
is why a staunch anticommunist could negotiate
with the President of the Soviet Union. President
REAGAN reached across and connected with peo-
ple.

President REAGAN is now at rest. We mourn
his passing, but we are grateful for the gifts he
gave us: a safer world, a strong economic base,
and a renewed belief in America’s greatness.

Mr. Speaker, President REAGAN will be laid
to rest at his Presidential library in Simi Valley,
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CA. It is where I began my political career as
mayor and city councilman. It has been my home
for more than 35 years.

President REAGAN often spoke about a “shin-
ing city on a hill.” The Ronald Reagan Presi-
dential Library is President
REAGAN will be laid to rest at the edge of a high
hill where his library stands. His grave overlooks

such a place.

the farmlands, ranches and chaparral of the Tierra
Rejada Valley. On a clear day, one can see the
Channel Islands in the Pacific Ocean more than
30 miles away. It is a fitting place for America’s
greatest son.

Mr. Speaker, it is the end of an era, but it
is the beginning of a legacy that will last forever.
We will miss him.

Hon. David Scott

OF GEORGIA

M. Speaker, today we remember a true leader,
a statesman and a great man who led our country
with dignity, with grace and with strength.
President REAGAN was the quintessential Amer-
ican who exemplified unbridled optimism, a
strong sense of faith and the idea that our Nation
was a true beacon for the world.

There is no doubt that among his greatest
achievements was his resolve to end the cold war
so that other Nations could experience the glory
of freedom and the power of democracy. His
combination of political strength and personal
appeal, his ability to communicate set the forces
in motion for the walls of communism to crum-
ble, and for this he will always be remembered.

However, President REAGAN should also be
remembered, especially in this House, for his
willingness to fight in the political arena with
dignity, with respect for his opponents, and his
strong belief that democracy was for all of our
citizens, even those with whom he might have
disagreed. President REAGAN exemplified civility
and honor in an arena that is often lacking in
both, and because of that he earned the goodwill
not only of his supporters, but often of his
friendly adversaries. In the end we remember a
man, RONALD REAGAN, not only as a great lead-
er, but as a good and decent man.

My condolences and prayers are with his fam-
ily and with his wife Nancy, who shared him
with our country.

Mr. Speaker, we are all called by God for a
special purpose with this turn at light that he
gives us. Some nobility of purpose is embedded
in each of us with that calling, and as it is the
case with RONALD REAGAN, there will be on his
tombstone 1911-2004, but the most important
thing on his tombstone will be the dash in be-
tween. For the fundamental call from God is al-
ways what we will do with the dash.

RONALD REAGAN did great things with his
dash. For those 93 years in that dash was actor,
head of a union, the breakdown of the barriers
of communism, the star wars defense system, and
his legacy of rebuilding the Republican Party.

Yes, RONALD REAGAN was a great man, and
he, as so many of us, have heeded the call, and
as I think of RONALD REAGAN, I am reminded
of the great prophet Isaiah who said in that great
conversation when God called and said, who will
go for us and whom shall we send, that great
prophet Isaiah said, at no hesitation, Here I am,
Lord, send me.

RONALD REAGAN responded the same way. I
can almost see it. When the Lord called and said,
who will go for us and who will we send to per-
form that nobility of purpose in life that RON-
ALD REAGAN did, which is the legacy of his
Presidency, I can see him standing at attention
and saying, Here I am, Lord, send me.

God bless RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. William M. Thomas

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, we are all going to talk about
REAGAN, Chief
REAGAN, leader of the free world REAGAN. Some
of us were privileged to know him in a different

President Commander in

context. My friend from California (Mr. Lewis),
the chairman, has talked about his relationship
with him when he was Governor of California.

I knew him in a number of different contexts,
and I was always amazed at one thing, and that
was he was the same person regardless of the con-
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text in which you met him, worked with him
or were led by him.

In 1974, I decided that I would run for public
office. He was then in the last year of his gover-
norship, and he decided to come to Bakersfield,
and so I planned an event for the Governor. We
decided that we would charge what seemed to
be an appropriate amount, $25 a head, and al-
most 500 people came to see the Governor. I had
no doubts about why they were coming.

We picked him up at the airport, and when
we got in the car, he started quizzing me about
myself, and so I was visiting with him. But as
we got closer, I said, “Well, do you want to take
just a little time now so that you can get ready
for the event?” He said, “Bill, if I am not ready
now, 5 minutes will not make any difference.”

He was always prepared. He was always on
time, whether it was a minor event or a debate
with other leaders of the world.

And you see him in a bunch of different con-
texts and you say, well, of course, because he was
a movie star and he is supposed to carry himself.
And the point I want to make, if I do not make
any other point, is he was that way because of
who he was, not because of what he did. Because,
frankly, if you tried to write a script and went
to Hollywood on RONALD REAGAN's life, you
would last about 2 minutes in the room. Because
people are willing to suspend belief, but not that
much.

And what I like most about the juxtaposition
of RONALD REAGAN and his career, which was
kind of molded out of the context that he found
himself in, was that the American people were
wise enough, first of all to choose him as Gov-
ernor of California for the traditional two terms,
had he chosen to run for a third term he probably
could have gotten elected; and the American peo-
ple chose him for two terms as President, a now
constitutionally limited period of time. Were it
not for that constitutional limit, he may have
been elected again.

And so when you watch people recognizing
RONALD REAGAN as they pass the casket, as they
did in California, many people will have an indi-
vidual memory, perhaps a general shared one,
and perhaps a personal one. For me, RONALD
REAGAN’s life means that any American can do
anything any American wants to do. For RON-

ALD REAGAN, the public person, it means he
made sure that he set up a structure which allows
any American to do whatever any American
wants to do; and his justification and enabling
of that is, he would tell you, “because I did.”

You are going to hear him called the Great
Communicator a lot. What you also need to
know was he was a great compromiser. It can
be put no more clearly than a comment he made
when he was Governor of California, because he
became Governor with an enormous debt at that
time for the State of California. California did
not have a withholding tax, and he needed to
create a frontload for money to solve the problem
that he was facing. He had, however, made a
statement earlier that his feet were in concrete
over not having a withholding tax. Once he
looked at the options in front of him and he real-
ized he did not have any options other than insti-
tuting a withholding tax, having worked with
the legislature, he then went to the microphone
and said, “That cracking sound you hear is the
cement breaking away from my feet.”

And so when you wonder why RONALD
REAGAN could get along with so many different
people in so many stages of life, whether small
or great, it was because RONALD REAGAN was
the same person regardless of the job the Amer-
ican people gave him. He was always prepared,
he was always on time, and he was a very, very
sincere man. He was also quite smart, in ways
that many people never understand.

So what I want to do tonight is to just share
briefly the memoirs of someone who, if you are
looking for an example, he certainly stands out,
not just in what he did but the way in which
he lived his life and the way in which he recog-
nized his condition later in life and the way in
which he concluded his life. All of us should
pause and remember that he was an amazing per-
son. He was an American.

Hon. Steny H. Hoyer
OF MARYLAND
I am particularly pleased that the gentleman

from Texas is managing the time, because I
think if RONALD REAGAN were here, he would
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say Charles Stenholm was one of those who stood
with me on principle, who believed that we
needed to get this country moving, and believed
that we needed to have sound policy; and Charles
Stenholm stood with me. And as the gentleman
from California (Mr. Thomas) just related, for
RONALD REAGAN the concrete cracked again,
frankly, when he viewed the program adopted
and thought that perhaps some changes needed
to be made.

M. Speaker, like every Member of this House,
I offer my sincere condolences to the family and
friends of former President REAGAN, particularly,
of course, his beloved wife, Nancy, and his chil-
dren. What a wonderful example Nancy Reagan
set for our country. RONALD REAGAN and Nancy
Reagan clearly loved one another deeply and
cared for one another, and Nancy Reagan has
shown extraordinary courage and fidelity not
only throughout the course of their marriage but
particularly in the course of RONALD REAGAN’s
final illness.

M. Speaker, RONALD REAGAN loved this Na-
tion and served it with distinction; and he will
ever be remembered for his humor, his grace, his
irrepressible optimism which mirrored the Amer-
ican spirit and buoyed it in periods of difficulty.

The last decade, when this man who had lived
life with such physical vigor slowly slipped away,
was an especially cruel blow. However, let us be
comforted today that he has been summoned to
a far better place.

Having been elected to Congress just 4
months after he took office, and just 6 weeks
after an assassin’s bullet nearly claimed his life,
I had a during President
REAGAN's 8 years in Washington. He was a man
I both liked and respected. I liked him for his
warmth and for the respect that he accorded oth-
ers, and I respected him for the honesty of his
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convictions and the intellectual integrity that he
displayed in pursuing them.

After signing into law what was then the larg-
est tax cut in American history in 1981, President
REAGAN had the fortitude to face fiscal reality,
just as the gentleman from California (Mr.
Thomas) reflected upon. His policies caused
yawning deficits and spiraling debt, con-
sequences that he subsequently tried to address,
although not as successfully as I am sure he

would have hoped. Without question, RONALD
REAGAN held strong ideological beliefs. But one
of his real strengths was his willingness to put
pragmatism above ideology, to make sure that
his country had programs that were working.

I also remember him as a person who early
in life committed to equality and justice for all,
and later in life to the success of freedom and
democracy around the world. I believed he was
right in that endeavor, and like the gentleman
from California (Mr. Lewis), supported his efforts
to build up our defenses, to deploy those Persian
and cruise missiles, to, yes, even provide for mul-
tiple warheads on the MX missile, and say to the
Soviet Union, if you want to compete, we are
prepared to compete; but we would rather seek
peace together. And he had the courage to build
up, and he had the courage to make peace.

While Democrats disagreed with and strongly
opposed much of his domestic agenda, our polit-
ical differences never hardened into paralyzing
personal animosity on his side or on ours. We
were blessed by the fact that we were led by two
great Irishmen, RONALD REAGAN and Tip
O’Neill. They were friends. And they had a third
friend, his name was Michel, Bob Michel, an ex-
traordinary leader of this House. And they, to-
gether, believed that country was more impor-
tant than partisanship and party.

For the most part, they worked together. On
those matters that they disagreed on, they took
their own separate ways. But when they could
agree, they did. The Social Security reform of
1983 was probably the most stark example of that
cooperative spirit. It was good for the country,
it was good for Social Security, and they came
together, worked together, and succeeded to-
gether.

That was due in great measure to the leader-
ship styles and personalities of President
REAGAN and Speaker O’Neill. These two men,
the most powerful political figures in our Nation
in the eighties, one a Republican, the other a
Democrat, demonstrated to all Americans that
our elected leaders could disagree politically
without being disagreeable personalities or per-
sonally. They reminded all of us that cynicism
and mean-spiritedness are inimical to American
democracy, and that our real adversaries lie be-
yond our shores, not here.
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The surest tribute that we can pay to RONALD
REAGAN today is to commit ourselves to recap-
ture the generosity of spirit that always guided
him. In a very real way, RONALD REAGAN's life
was the embodiment of the American dream.
Both President REAGAN and President Clinton,
like Harry Truman, gave credence to the promise
that in America neither privileged birth nor eco-
nomic advantage is necessary to enable one to be-
come the President of the United States of Amer-
ica. It was, for them, and for millions to follow
their example, the land of opportunity.

President REAGAN’s leadership renewed the
conviction that the future would be better, better
than the past, and that America’s best days were
still ahead. That is a philosophy that all of us
should embrace and convey to our fellow citizens.
I believe it is the case, RONALD REAGAN be-
lieved it was the case, and may God bless his
soul and comfort his beloved wife, Nancy.

Hon. Dana Rohrabacher

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, it is a blessing that RONALD
REAGAN did not die immediately after leaving
office in 1989. In these last 16 years that we have
had RONALD REAGAN with us, it has given
America a chance to take a look at who RONALD
REAGAN was and what he meant to our country.
And now, with 16 years that have passed, we can
look back and see what an enormous difference
RONALD REAGAN made not only to our lives as
Americans but to the entire world.

Let me note that RONALD REAGAN was 56
years old when I first met him, and that was
when he was running for the first time for public
office. And all of these things we are talking
about, a man who accomplished so much and
changed the world for the better, happened after
he was 56 years old. He had already had a suc-
cessful life, a full career.

And he did come from a relatively poor fam-
ily. I know his first job was being a lifeguard.
That affected his way of looking at things his
entire life. He saved 77 people’s lives as a life-
guard. And having gotten to know him as Presi-
dent and also during his campaigns, I think he

always had that consciousness, that he was there
to save the day for the people who were in some
type of a crisis.

He was a sports broadcaster, and he was a
moderately successful film actor. But all of that
seemed to be over when he was 50 years old. And
then, when he was $6, he jumped into political
life. Now, why did he do that? Because Cali-
fornia was a mess in 1966.

And he came and stepped forward because he
felt he had a contribution to make. He jumped
into the political waters to save the day.

I was a youth volunteer in that first campaign,
and I got to meet him personally, and it was one
of the joys of my life.

Let me note that years later after I got finished
with school, I became a journalist, and I covered
RONALD REAGAN’s last 2 years as Governor as
a journalist. I remember that he had a press con-
ference one day, it was near the end of his term,
where he was announcing the findings of his law
and order task force. One of their findings was
an expanded use of the death penalty. And just
as I am now, I was then always trying to get
to the heart of the matter and ask the tough
questions, and I asked President REAGAN, who
was then Governor, well, how can you be in favor
of expanding the use of the death penalty when
you are a committed Christian? And, you know,
he sat forward, and he leaned forward to the
mike, and said:

I take that question very seriously. I prayed about this,
about using the death penalty more frequently and taking
people’s lives. I have sought help. I have read the scripture,
and I have talked to other people about this, and I have come
to the conclusion that if we are executing people for revenge,
that it is inconsistent with the principles that Jesus Christ
taught us, but if we are executing murderers in order to deter
people from killing other human beings, we are doing it then
to save people, to save innocent people, and that is totally
consistent with Christianity.

At that point Evelle Younger, who was the
attorney general of the State, reached over and
grabbed the mike and said, “oh, this religious
and philosophical stuff does not mean anything.
The voters of this State voted for the death pen-
alty, and they are going to get it.” Well, in my
opinion of RONALD REAGAN’s sword, I knew
that he was a man who did not take these things
lightly, a man of strong conviction, but a man
who deeply cared about people enough to think
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about it and to pray about decisions like this.
He was not just a Great Communicator, and I
worked for him as a speechwriter for 7 years in
the White House. He was, yes, someone who un-
derstood the fundamentals of communication,
but that is not what made him great. He was
not the Great Communicator. He was America’s
great leader. He had ideals that helped direct his
decisions.

We have heard about his strong convictions.
We know today that most people with strong
convictions are not very pleasant to be around.
When they talk about people with philosophies,
there is a saying that you cannot change some-
body’s mind, and he will not change the subject.
RONALD REAGAN was a person who taught me
that you can have strong principles and have a
solid philosophy, but be a pleasant person and
care about people at the same time. It was that
type of humane approach that permitted RON-
ALD REAGAN to capture the hearts of the Amer-
ican people and inspire us.

When our country was in such terrible peril
economically and in retreat internationally, and
our spirit had been destroyed, people were not
even waving the American flag back in the late
seventies, RONALD REAGAN dove into the polit-
ical waters again to save the day. And he saved
us. He was the lifeguard who saved us, and he
saved the world.

Jim Bruelte, a political person in California,
noted on D-day the American soldiers liberated
half of Europe. RONALD REAGAN liberated the
other half of Europe and did it without firing
a shot.

We live in a more prosperous country, a safer
country, and hundreds of millions of people now
live in relative freedom than if he had not been
here. We are so grateful to RONALD REAGAN for
having dove in to save us, and he did. He saved
America, and he saved us personally.

I am now §6 years old, the same age RONALD
REAGAN was when he first entered politics. I am
so grateful that he spent those years of his life
making this a better world for my children. I
just had three children, and I am so grateful that
he made it a better world for them.

Hon. Rodney Alexander

OF LOUISIANA

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sadness that we
devote this week to honor the memory and the
contributions of our 4oth President RONALD
REAGAN. My thoughts and prayers are with
President REAGAN'’s family and all of the Ameri-
cans who grieve this week.

Mr. Speaker, President REAGAN was a true pa-
triot, committed to the ideals of a democratic na-
tion, and dedicated to maintaining the strength
of America as a world power. His abilities as a
strong leader and a communicator gave Ameri-
cans confidence and strength during a time of
economic hardship and struggling with the So-
viet Union.

President REAGAN once said, ‘“There is no
limit to what a man can do or where he can go
if he does not mind who gets the credit.” We
should follow this example and remember that
public service is not about partisan battles or tak-
ing credit, it is about serving the American peo-
ple to the best of our ability.

I am honored to be here in Washington dur-
ing this week of memorial services. I am grateful
to all of those involved with arranging the safety
and logistics during a week when thousands of
Americans will journey to our Nation’s Capital
to pay their respects to President REAGAN.

Mr. Speaker, as we face a new decade and new
challenges, let us honor the life and contributions
and remember the debt of gratitude we owe our
4oth President, RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Randy “Duke” Cunningham

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, we rise to honor and mourn
RONALD REAGAN.

But first I would like to thank Mrs. Nancy
Reagan. The wisest of men knows it takes a good
woman to make a good man, and what a good
wingman she has been, both in sickness and in
health. This Nation also owes Nancy Reagan a
debt of gratitude; both of them good and decent
people. RONALD REAGAN was one of the most
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respected and effective Presidents in American
history.

Mr. Speaker, the Irish have a toast, and it goes
like this. It is to those who support RONALD
REAGAN, and everybody lifts their glass; to those
who may support RONALD REAGAN, and every-
body lifts their glass; and to those that will never
support President RONALD REAGAN, may God
strike them in their shins so we shall know them
by their limping. But there are not many of
those, Mr. Speaker.

President REAGAN said:

You know, the United States was never meant to be a
second-best nation. ... {W}e set our sights {high for} ...
the stars, and we’re going for the gold.

He said that back in the eighties. He came
to the job with one underlying goal, and that
was freedom. Freedom for you, Mr. Speaker, and
people all over the world, much to the same chal-
lenges that we have today; the freedom in Bosnia,
in Kosovo, in Afghanistan and in Iraq, and with
the United Nations signing a resolution today
following in suit much as RONALD REAGAN
guided us through troublesome times when he
was President.

RONALD REAGAN restored the economy of a
double-digit inflation, interest rates the same
thing. He gave this Nation tax relief, much as
President Kennedy and President Bush did. He
increased the coffers by three times the amount.
Unfortunately, it was Congress that spent a lot
of that money.

He followed his pledge to restore our military.
RONALD REAGAN believed in “peace through
strength,” and I think it showed through. He
eliminated an entire class of nuclear weapons. He
is responsible for bringing down the Berlin Wall,
ending the cold war, and challenging govern-
ments to have a new way of life to bring freedom
to their people, also a task that we face today
in this body and in this Nation.

For his imprint on history, for his legacy
which will be felt for generations to come, this
Nation owes President REAGAN and Nancy
Reagan a debt of gratitude.

One of the President’s many legacies is the
Navy’s newest nuclear carrier, the USS Ronald
Reagan which will reside in San Diego. That air-
craft carrier will travel all over the world, much
as RONALD REAGAN did, and serves as a symbol

of the respect and elegance of his family.
Throughout his
REAGAN always concluded his campaign in San
Diego. He called it his lucky city. We feel fortu-
nate that he considered San Diego so. It is only
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fitting that this great new “shining city on the
hill,” San Diego, will be called the home of the
USS Ronald Reagan, our latest and newest nuclear
aircraft carrier.

Mr. Speaker, we bid RONALD REAGAN adieu
and thank the Reagan family for what they have
given to this Nation. God bless you, Nancy
Reagan, and your family and the President.

Hon. Sheila Jackson-Lee

OF TEXAS

I imagine this time is the reason why so many
of us, in fact I would say this entire House, cher-
ishes this body and cherishes this institution, be-
cause it allows us to come at a time like this
and shed our Democratic and Republican labels
and simply approach this tribute as Americans.
I would imagine that is what these times, al-
though sad, allow us to do.

I am proud as an American to come forward
and to salute an American President, and to be
able to join the millions of Americans mourning
the passing of President RONALD REAGAN and
celebrate his service to the people of the United
States and his leadership in promoting the cause
of freedom for all of the people of the world.

Protest has its place, protest is good in life,
but protest has no place in death, and so this
opportunity is to acknowledge the principles by
which this President lived and stood for during
his Presidency. The love that President REAGAN
had for this Nation was infectious to the point
that it reflected on everyone who listened to him,
here in America and abroad.

Even when his actions did not agree with the
policies and initiatives of many of us who wear
a different political hat, he maintained himself
with integrity and engaged in honest and open
debate. We have heard repeatedly over these last
couple of days that despite partisan disagree-
ments, former President REAGAN followed the
tenet that when the day ends, we are no longer
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Democrats or Republicans; rather, we are Ameri-
cans, families and friends.

I am reminded of the stories told about him
and Speaker of the House Tip O'Neill, who
shared in their Irish heritage a bit of good con-
versation and maybe a little bit of drink.

The differences may have been real; but be-
cause of the way President REAGAN led, he
taught us that there is a big difference between
strong beliefs and bitter partisanship. As the
Commander in Chief, he was the voice of Amer-
ica in imparting both good news and bad news.
As we mourned the loss of our brave astronauts
in the Challenger tragedy, it was President
REAGAN who reminded us, “Nothing ends here;
our hopes and our journeys continue.” We in
Texas at that time appreciated his strong leader-
ship and that in fact even in spite of the Chal-
lenger tragedy at that time, we would prevail and
we would go forward.

President RONALD WILSON REAGAN was an
American who will always be remembered. He
will be forever remembered for the warmth and
the respect with which he accorded others. Fur-
thermore, our thoughts and prayers are with
Nancy and his children at this difficult time.

Strong beliefs and a love of our country are
the only way to bring this country forward as
we face a costly and difficult war in Iraq and a
budget that is struggling to survive. Strength
and leadership is what we need now. Strength
and leadership will be required to bring this Na-
tion back to the standards by which we have al-
ways been known.

President REAGAN himself admitted that he
was an optimist and he believed that this Nation
had an optimistic future, and so he was always
able to rise to the occasion and share words of
REAGAN
stressed that America is a can-do country. I

encouragement. President always
would say to you that we Democrats agree. We
can and will get back on the right track, largely
through his legacy of integrity and hard work.
With strong leadership and a real commitment
to confronting the problems facing American
families, we can improve upon our weaknesses.

It was interesting to hear over these last couple
of days the number of young people, then young
people, who were amazed that they had the op-
portunity to work in President REAGAN’s admin-

istration. Sixty-nine years old when he took of-
fice, it seemed that he gravitated toward young
people. Now being able to recite their wonderful
experiences again, a tribute to a man who had
a great history.

We will always remember him as the man
who tore down the Iron Curtain. He did it with
a kind of leadership and integrity but sternness
and determinedness. I will simply say no one will
ever forget him challenging Mr. Gorbachev by
saying, “open this gate!” and, “Mr. Gorbachev,
tear down this wall!” We are better for it. He
did it with a sternness but also with an attitude
of peace.

I am grateful also for the shining example of
the wonderful relationship between him and his
wife Nancy, the great love that they shared and
the fact that they were married for some 52 years.
Might I share with you some words that he wrote
in 1983 on their 31st wedding anniversary as he
was riding on Air Force One, and might I com-
mend to you Nancy’s book, “I Love You, RON-
NIE,” published in 2000, but hear these words.
He wrote:

I more than love you, I'm not whole without you. You

are life itself to me. When you are gone I'm waiting for you
to return, so I can start living again.

That is a true testament to the value of marriage
and partnership and they did it unabashedly and
without fear.

Mrs. REAGAN wrote in 1989, “Some of the re-
porters who wrote about me felt that our mar-
riage was at least partly an act. But it wasn’t and
it isn’t.” And I believe her.

Finally, in 1998 she told Vanity Fair:

Our relationship is very special. We were very much in

love and still are. When I say my life began with RONNIE,

well, it’s true. It did. I can’t imagine life without him.

Mr. Speaker, I started by saying that is why
I cherish this institution, because it allows us
now to come together again, not wearing any
partisan hat but simply saying that we are Amer-
icans. I do not know if she would mind me say-
ing this, but my daughter is now 24, I remember
her as a small girl, very small, and she always
used to refer to RONALD REAGAN as the grand-
father. I had to kind of clarify that for her, but
it was out of the mouth of a child that described
him as such.
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And so I simply leave you with the idea of
why we have come today to be able to honor this
American President. It is because he did leave
us with a sense of optimism and an ability to
go forward, to look at the troubles that we might
be facing both to the left and to the right and
forward and back but yet to say that we are de-
termined to succeed. I would only say that in
his passing, let us maintain the legacy of opti-
mism for this country. “We are the showcase of
the future. And it is within our power to mold
that future, this year and for decades to come.
It can be as grand and as great as we make it.
No crisis is beyond the capacity of our people
to solve, no challenge too great,” the words of
RONALD REAGAN on January §, 1974.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I simply say, farewell.
And though we say farewell to a great and won-
derful American President, his legacy will live
on—that America’s future is founded on our op-
timism, our belief in freedom and democracy
and, certainly this day on our understanding that
we all are Americans.

So when we return to work next week, I hope
this House will be inspired by the leadership of
RONALD REAGAN instead of mired in the par-
tisan politics and a lack of integrity that have
too often affected our work as of late. We should
be inspired by his patriotism and devotion to our
country. Moreover, we should remember his
faith, his optimism, and his unwavering commit-
ment to his convictions as we do the work of
the American people.

President REAGAN had a calm speaking voice
and forceful diction that earned him the title of
the Great Communicator. This task was surely
the work of a leader of fortitude and commit-
ment to the betterment of our diplomatic rela-
tions with that Nation.

Mr. REAGAN's efforts and tenacity contributed
greatly to the end of the cold war. His policies
included strong support of the U.S. military and
the doctrine of “peace through strength.”

In a few days it will be exactly 17 years to
the day that President REAGAN stood at the
Brandenburg Gate in what was then West Ber-
lin, Germany, in which he famously proclaimed:

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek
prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you

seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev,
open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

The speech was made to the free people of
West Berlin, but it was clearly audible on the
East side of the Wall, and soon those words
would help make it possible that the people of
East and West Berlin could finally hear each
other. For all of his achievements and acclaim,
I am certain that President REAGAN’s greatest
accomplishment will be the demise of the Soviet
Union. As Margaret Thatcher said, he was the
man who “won the cold war without firing a
shot.”

The world President REAGAN faced when he
came into office in 1981 was very different from
the world we see today. Today the United States
is the unquestioned superpower of the world, but
two decades ago this world was dominated by
the struggle between two superpowers: the
United States and the Soviet Union. President
REAGAN came into office with his own vision on
how this great struggle could be dealt with. He
succeeded in maintaining the standoff with the
Soviet Union so that the world did not have to
witness the consequences of a brutal nuclear war.
He fought the Soviet Union indirectly wherever
they sought to threaten the freedom of the
world’s people. In Afghanistan he mobilized our
allies and our resources in the region to ensure
that the Soviets would not have a stranglehold
on the continent of Asia. The Reagan doctrine
succeeded in a time where grave danger not only
threatened our Nation, but indeed the fate of the
world as we know it.

President REAGAN used his great communica-
tion skills to help end the cold war without the
necessity of another world war. As with his
speech at the Brandenburg Gate, President
REAGAN inspired people throughout the world
to believe that freedom and prosperity were in-
deed possible.

President REAGAN made Americans believe
again that our Nation was the greatest on Earth
and that we would indeed be victorious. Finally,
his words made the leadership of the Soviet
Union believe that they were fighting from a side
of weakness, that the good of our beliefs and our
national system would prevail. His words were
inspirational two decades ago, but today they
have been proven true. The Soviet Union no
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longer threatens our world, and we must always
pay tribute to President REAGAN for that accom-
plishment.

At a time when war and bloodshed are one
of the biggest thoughts on the minds of Ameri-
cans, the history of President REAGAN’s relation-
ship with his wife is a refreshing thought that
has restored a feeling of compassion in our hearts.

Relationships—whether they be diplomatic,
spousal, or platonic, have not been placed in the
greatest light as of late in America. We have
been marred by accounts of human rights abuse
and other examples of a disregard for the rights
and personhood of our neighbors.

In contrast, the relationship between RONALD
and Nancy Reagan was one of the greatest love
stories in U.S. Presidential history. The two were
utterly devoted to each other, and Nancy was
said to have been a key adviser and confidante
during her husband’s two-term Presidency from
1981 to 1989. Though they were married 52 years,
Nancy has told with great pain how her husband
did not recognize her during the final years of
his struggle with Alzheimer’s disease.

Mr. Speaker, 1 support the resolution offered
by my colleague, Representative Lewis of Cali-
fornia, saluting a leader whose influence and
positive legacy will live on with not only the
American people but the entire international
community. Thank you, Mr. President, and may
you rest in peace. May your family find strength
and courage through these very difficult days.

I conclude now by reciting some of President
REAGAN's spirited words to us as Americans:

The house we hope to build is ... not for my generation,

but for yours. It is your future that matters. And I hope that
when you’re my age, you'll be able to say as I have been
able to say: We lived in freedom, we lived lives that were
a statement, not an apology.

The challenge of statesmanship is to have the vision to
dream of a better, safer world and the courage, persistence,
and patience to turn that dream into reality.

—March 8, 1985

We have every right to dream heroic dreams. Those who
say that we’re in a time when there are no heroes, they just
don’t know where to look.

—January 20, 1981

We are the showcase of the future. And it is within our
power to mold that future—this year and for decades to
come. It can be as grand and as great as we make it. No

crisis is beyond the capacity of our people to solve; no chal-
lenge too great.
—January 5, 1974

Again, farewell, Mr. President. May your opti-
mism live on.

Hon. Jerry Lewis

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, the eloquence of our colleagues
from both sides of the aisle reflects the best of
RONALD REAGAN. His leadership indeed recog-
nized that there was little partisanship when you
were really working toward solving problems for
America’s people.

Hon. Wally Herger

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, some of my first impressions of
RONALD REAGAN were back in the fifties when
I was yet in grammar school, and I observed him
as he hosted “General Electric Theater.” And
then again I remember him just after graduating
from high school in 1964 when he campaigned
and spoke out for Barry Goldwater. RONALD
REAGAN stood for ideals that simply were not
being expressed anyplace else.

The appropriately named “Reagan revolution”
was precisely that. He was one of the main rea-
sons I ran for political office. In the late seven-
ties, we heard our leaders talk about lowering ex-
pectations and that the good times were over and
that our Nation was in a “general malaise.” This
was mirrored in high inflation that reached 10
to 12 percent, unemployment rates that were over
10 percent, and a prime interest rate that reached
as high as 21.5 percent.

But then in stepped RONALD REAGAN saying
America could do better and America would do
better. When RONALD REAGAN said it, you be-
lieved it. His vision of the “shining city on the
hill” gave hope to countless millions of Ameri-
cans. Back then, for me, as a small business
owner who grew up on a ranch, the American
dream appeared endangered by high taxes and
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big government. In California, property taxes
were doubling and tripling. With RONALD
REAGAN, there was someone we could rally
around. His hope, his direction, and his moral
clarity gave us all renewed energy. RONALD
REAGAN had the great ability to say what so
many of us were thinking, what we were think-
ing about our national budget, about our na-
tional defense, about taxes; and, yes, about a bet-
ter America.

The first time I ever met RONALD REAGAN
was in 1980 when I was running for the State
assembly in California and I journeyed to Simi
Valley to get my picture taken with him. I can
remember growing up hearing my mother talk-
ing about President Franklin Roosevelt, how she
would listen to President Roosevelt on the radio
during the Great Depression and during World
War II. President Roosevelt gave hope to her
generation. RONALD REAGAN was to my genera-
tion what FDR was to my parents.

In Congress I had the privilege of meeting
RONALD REAGAN six or seven times. Just being
around President REAGAN was inspiring. He lit
up the room. To those of us who believed strong-
ly in the American dream, in traditional values
and the Judeo-Christian faith, RONALD REAGAN
was indeed a shining light in the city when there
seemed to be none. His spirit will live on in the
hearts of Americans. He was truly one of our Na-
tion’s greatest Presidents.

RONALD REAGAN, thank you for all you have
done for me. Thank you for all you have done
for our great Nation.

Hon. Steve Israel

OF NEW YORK

Mr. Speaker, I rise in joining my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle in mourning the loss
of President REAGAN. I did not agree with the
President on every issue, but there were three
values that he exuded which I do share deeply:
first, a respect for the democratic process and the
building of consensus to move us forward and
to make us safer; second, a fundamental belief
in a strong military and a strong defense; and
third, as we have heard before, a boundless opti-

mism about America’s capacity and our potential
and our role in making the world safe for democ-
racy.

I never had the privilege of personally meeting
President REAGAN, but I did work here in Con-
gress during his administration for a former
Member of Congress, and I have a sense that even
tonight, President REAGAN and former Speaker
Tip O'Neill are looking down upon this House
with rather wry and proud smiles wishing us the
best as we join together—as they joined to-
gether—to move our country not to the left, not
to the right but forward, and they guide us not
from the left, not from the right, they guide us
from above.

Several months ago, I had the privilege of par-
ticipating in an issues forum in New York with
Ronald Reagan, Jr. Tonight my thoughts and
prayers are with him and the entire Reagan fam-
ily as they mourn the loss of a father and a hus-
band and as America mourns the loss of a Presi-
dent.

Hon. David Dreier

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, let me say at the outset I think
it is extraordinarily appropriate that the gen-
tleman, the former mayor of Simi, CA, the home
of the Ronald Reagan Library and what will be
the final resting place for Nancy and RONALD
REAGAN, is presiding over this institution at this
moment. I would also like to thank my friend,
the true dean of our California congressional del-
egation, for yielding me this time.

A generation was inspired by RONALD
REAGAN is what we have been hearing, but it
was really a generation, and then some, inspired
by RONALD REAGAN. The gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. Lewis) heard RONALD REAGAN’s
speech on behalf of Barry Goldwater in 1964.
Two years later, RONALD REAGAN was elected
Governor of California, and 2 years after that the
gentleman from California (Mr. Lewis) was elect-
ed to the California State Assembly, serving 6
of the 8 years that RONALD REAGAN was Gov-
ernor of California. In fact, he is the only Repub-
lican Member here who did serve while RONALD
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REAGAN was Governor of California. He went on
to inspire many others. I am among them.

I was pleased this morning to be able to in-
clude in the Record very thoughtful remarks that
were provided by a great American, George
Shultz, who Sunday afternoon read his statement
to me and I read it into the Record this morning,
and I would like to commend it to my colleagues
because it talks about the vision and the perspec-
tive that RONALD REAGAN offered in a wide
range of areas. RONALD REAGAN made it very
clear that the Republican Party is the party of
ideas. We constantly hear RONALD
REAGAN being the Great Communicator, but he
had a message to communicate. Members on
both sides of the aisle have talked about that
message.

To me it embraced four very simple points:

about

his commitment to a free economy, limited gov-
ernment, a strong national defense, and personal
freedom. Those are the bases from which RON-
ALD REAGAN made his decisions on public policy
issues, but he had those deeply rooted principles.
And because they were so deeply rooted, he was
able to communicate them extraordinarily well.
Why? Because it came right from the heart. It
came right from his heart.

We have heard a lot of very serious statements
made about RONALD REAGAN; but, of course,
one of the most memorable things as people
talked about his ability to communicate was his
ability to communicate with that amazing spar-
kle, that twinkle in his eye. There were some
wonderful things that he said that were able to,
in fact, break the ice and really entertain all of
us. Remember, it was RONALD REAGAN who
said, “Hard work never killed anybody, but I fig-
ured, why take the chance?” It was RONALD
REAGAN who after he had been hit by that bul-
let, right up Constitution Avenue here at the
Washington Hilton when the statement was
made to him shortly thereafter that the govern-
ment was working as usual and he looked up and
said, “Why would that make me happy?”

There was, of course, his last speech which
really stuck with me. It was February 3, 1994,
and the Republican National Committee was
having a dinner over here at the Pension Build-
ing, and RONALD REAGAN was obviously quite
elderly then, and the speech was delivered lit-

erally months before he wrote his famous letter
in November of that year to the American people
stating that he had Alzheimer’s. So when he
stood up at this meeting, I remember that Bill
Clinton had been elected President of the United
States the year before, and as we Republicans
were gathering, we were poised to win our ma-
jority, and RONALD REAGAN stood up without
a great deal of strength for this speech.

He stepped up to the lectern, and he looked
out at the audience, and he said:

Well, I flew into town today to give this speech this
evening, and as we came in, we circled the White House,
and as I looked out the window, I looked down there, and

there was everything just as I remembered it, the South
Lawn, the Rose Garden, David Gergen.

David Gergen was at that moment working
for President Bill Clinton. And we knew then
that even though the President was obviously not
in the most robust of health, that sparkle contin-
ued. He still had that amazingly wonderful sense
of humor.

I see my friend from San Diego, Mr. Lowery,
here on the House floor. I was very pleased to,
along with Bill Lowery and s1 others, be part of
the Reagan revolution. We came here to the
House of Representatives, elected in November
1980, and we made RONALD REAGAN an hon-
orary member of our class in 1980, and that is
because he was leader of the revolution that
brought all of us here and allowed us to vigor-
ously pursue those goals that we shared in com-
mon.

We stand on his shoulders. George W. Bush
stands on his shoulders. The similarities, to me,
are so striking. The “ism” that RONALD REAGAN
stood up to was communism. The “ism” that
George W. Bush is standing up to is terrorism.
RONALD REAGAN had broad, across-the-board
tax cuts to stimulate economic growth. That is
exactly what we have done. He did it in 1981.
George W. Bush started it in 2001. The party
of ideas is strong and vibrant. It is doing extraor-
dinarily well, and it is the vision that RONALD
REAGAN put forward.

I thank my friend for taking this time, and
I thank my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle who are joining in this very important rec-
ognition of one of our Nation’s greatest leaders.
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Hon. Charles W. Stenholm

OF TEXAS

M. Speaker, it is not just nostalgia that makes
us remember President RONALD REAGAN espe-
cially so fondly upon the occasion of his death.
Politics, ideology, geography aside, there is a
mark of leadership and charisma which undeni-
ably stamps some men and women.

RONALD REAGAN was one of those men whose
leadership was felt by all who encountered him.
When President REAGAN first came to office, he
quickly understood that enacting his economic
agenda would require bipartisan support in Con-
gress, which was under Democratic control, 242
to 192 and 1 absent. It took §2 bipartisan votes
to enact anything, and President REAGAN under-
stood that.

I met with the President on several occasions
as he sought to build that bipartisan coalition
to pass his legislation. I met with President
REAGAN one on one in the Oval Office as well
as on Air Force One, and for a second-termer in
1981 that was pretty tall cotton for a Jones Coun-
ty cotton farmer.

In 1981, I was just in my second term and was
a member of the Conservative Democratic Forum
better known as the Boll Weevils, the precursor
to today’s Blue Dogs. In the very first month
REAGAN was in office, he had to pass into law
an increase in the debt limit, and so he invited
me to meet with him. Now, mind you, this was
the first major piece of legislation of the Reagan
administration. In the past, prior to President
REAGAN's being elected, Republicans had always
opposed increasing the debt limit. Republicans
had denounced Democrats for voting to increase
the debt limit. So here was the first Republican
President in many years coming to ask conserv-
ative Democrats for support in passing this very
thing into law, something members of his own
party had opposed on many occasions in the past.

We had a lengthy talk. The twinkle in the
eye that many of those who had known him
much better from California was there, and we
finally struck a deal. We had an understanding
that if the President could deliver 100 votes from
Republicans, then we would do our best to de-
liver the necessary Democratic votes. President

REAGAN more than held up his end of the bar-
gain. He ultimately delivered 150 Republican
votes. So in the spirit of bipartisanship and on
a very tough issue, REAGAN successfully secured
the votes he needed, from Democrats and Repub-
licans, and got the increase in the debt limit, just
as he and we needed it.

I was proud to have several opportunities to
work with the President in the months and years
ahead to build bipartisan coalitions, especially on
his economic agenda. I still proudly display a
picture in my home in Abilene, TX, of President
REAGAN signing the 1981 tax bill. I got one of
the pens and it’s one I treasure.

REAGAN had very strong principles and very
strong values. We know what they were. But he
also understood that in order to govern, it was
important to find a middle ground. And I was
lucky enough to be in the middle of many of
those compromises.

One of his greatest strengths was his ability
to communicate, a skill that he used to great ef-
fect when courting votes in Congress. His court-
ing of Members of Congress was the best of any
President I have served with, and I have now
been privileged to serve with five. If the Mem-
bers can imagine a second-termer sitting in the
Roosevelt Room in the White House talking
about some issues with the President’s Cabinet
members and others and having the President
walk in unannounced and put his hands on his
shoulder; some telephone calls that we had many
times when there was a vote and the President
had to work the phones like no President that
I have seen since, rounding up the votes, and he
was very effective at doing that.

President REAGAN’s private and public de-
meanors were the same. What one saw was what
one got. That is the mark of a great leader.

RONALD REAGAN was a very decent man, and
he understood how he could use his office to
make a difference in countless lives. This aspect
of his personality was always very clear to me
because it was this decency, this understanding
of the power of the office that gave me the most
rewarding opportunity I had to work with Presi-
dent REAGAN.

The context was very personal. In May 1983,
I was contacted by the grandfather of Ashley Bai-
ley, a baby girl in Abilene, TX, who needed a
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liver transplant to survive. At that time organ
donations and organ transplants were not as com-
mon as now, and the organ donation system was
not organized to the extent it is today.

I spoke to President REAGAN’s folks about it
to ask for his help in getting the baby gitl a
new liver. Shortly after receiving my letter, Presi-
dent REAGAN used his weekly radio address to
publicize Ashley’s situation and encourage all
Americans to fill out organ donor cards. He also
called Ashley’s mother, Annette.

Unfortunately, the President’s plea did not re-
sult in finding a liver in time to save Baby Ash-
ley, but it did end up saving the lives of dozens
of other babies who needed liver transplants.
President REAGAN later started a national organ
donor awareness program, which led to the des-
ignation of National Organ Donation Awareness
Week every April. To this day I consider this
one of the highlights of my 25 years in Congress.

REAGAN knew how to disagree without being
disagreeable, to rise above politics, and these
qualities, unfortunately, are rare today. President
REAGAN and House Speaker Tip O’Neill, the
Massachusetts liberal, were good friends who got
along very well during their years of service to-
gether. They never lost their philosophical con-
victions, and they never let those philosophical
convictions hijack their understanding that
America’s democracy requires respect for all
opinions and a practical determination to work

out our differences for the good of the country.

President REAGAN spoke of hope and a better
tomorrow. He reminded us that we live in the
greatest country in the world, and he made us
believe it and believe in ourselves. He believed
that we, as Americans, had a special duty to pro-
mote peace and freedom for the rest of the world.
He always told us that for America, the best was

yet to come.

It is good for all of us to remember RONALD
REAGAN’s optimism, his kindheartedness, and
his cordiality. As we remember this great man
this week, it would do us good to remember how

we should behave today and in the future.

Hon. Darrell E. Issa

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, on this second week of June, 17
years ago, President RONALD REAGAN stood in
the then-divided city of Berlin and called on So-
viet President Mikhail Gorbachev to “tear down
this wall!” Then, as perhaps now, critics did
what they so often do. They cast aside the genu-
ineness of his statement and, in fact, said that
his speech was a publicity ploy. The Soviets and
East Germans called it an infringement of East
German sovereignty, an unwarranted meddling
by the American President.

Two years later the wall came down.

Mr. Speaker, President REAGAN was a leader
with the foresight and strong conviction to get
things done. He believed in America so much
that he made America believe in itself again. He
valued freedom, especially for those who had
none. He understood that for America to be
great, it first had to be good. He understood that
America’s problems, the malaise of the years pre-
ceding his Presidency, were simply America’s not
understanding how great it was and how great
it could be.

Mr. Speaker, I was just a soldier during the
period leading up to Mr. REAGAN’s becoming
President REAGAN, but I was a businessman
starting a business from scratch when President
REAGAN came to office, and I recognized over-
night that this was a special time to be an Amer-
ican, a time when we had a President who was
saying that an American hero was somebody who
took chances, who made a difference for the
world, but particularly somebody who cared
enough to work those extra hours and to care
enough about his country.

RONALD REAGAN knew America. He knew
what was right about our Nation. What was
right about our Nation and what was right about
America would set the world in a better direc-
tion. RONALD REAGAN led America, and the rest
of the world became a freer place. Under his
leadership we headed toward more than 400 mil-
lion people in 27 countries finding a freedom
they did not have. Today the soldiers of some
of those democracies now fight side by side in
Iraq and Afghanistan.
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President REAGAN showed us that our free-
dom and our determination can tear down walls.

Many Speakers will come here tonight, and
they will talk of how profoundly President
REAGAN affected them, and I would be no dif-
ferent, but perhaps I can be slightly different to-
night by saying that the only way to honor Presi-
dent REAGAN’s legacy is to take it to the next
step. Today we are trying to do that for people
in the Arab and Muslim world, and we have not
finished that job. Today communist China still
denies rights to the people of its own country
and is attempting to stifle the freedom and inde-
pendence of Hong Kong. Today Cuba, to our
south, is still a communist nation, having little
or no respect for the rule of law and for its peo-
ple.

All of these and more need to be part of the
American struggle because, Mr. Speaker, only if
we determine that America’s greatness will be in
our willingness to set a course for the world in
a positive way, not to dominate, but, in fact, to
liberate, I think that is the legacy that Mr.
REAGAN would want.

And if T can take a personal liberty on behalf
of Mrs. Reagan, I believe that continuing to look
for a cure to the terrible illness that plagued
President REAGAN for his last 10 years of life and
promote and continue stem cell research con-
sistent with what this body has passed would also
be a tremendous addition to the Reagan legacy.

I am determined to work for both of these,
and I ask this body to take those steps to free
those who were not freed under President
REAGAN, and to commit itself to the research to
end the terrible illness that the Reagan family
has suffered under for 10 long years.

Hon. Melissa A. Hart

OF PENNSYLVANIA

I think like most of us, we all have our own
different, but very similar, inspirations from
President REAGAN. I first heard about RONALD
REAGAN probably around the dinner table when
I was a kid when he was Governor of California
and when he first decided to run for President.
But I had grown up in an era that was pretty

difficult. I grew up thinking assassinations were
normal, remembering the assassinations of Mat-
tin Luther King and Robert Kennedy; that gov-
ernment corruption was normal, remembering
Watergate; and that a failure of government to
properly serve its people was normal. Very high
inflation, for example.

But I remember also the things that my dad
and my mom and my grandfather, who was an
immigrant, told me about America. They were
patriotic people. RONALD REAGAN was a patri-
otic man. And I heard his message, and it reso-
nated with me, because it was something that
I had always heard at home, but, unfortunately,
had not seen much in practice in government.
I became interested, and, as I guess somewhat
of a precocious seventh-grader, wrote an editorial
in my middle school newspaper supporting RON-
ALD REAGAN for President. He did not win that
time, but it was not because I did not try. But
that legacy and what he stood for stuck with me.

My family paid attention. I was very fortunate.
Our normal dinner conversation often dealt with
politics. So when I turned 18 in 1980, RONALD
REAGAN was running for President, and I volun-
teered. I found out that politics is a means of
achieving a greater good and could be respected.
I was hooked. He showed for us the America that
we all knew could exist. It was the America that
my parents believed in. It was the America we
knew we could get back.

RONALD REAGAN said:

{iF’s not my intention to do away with government. It
is rather to make it work—work with us, not over us; to
stand by our side, not ride on our back. Government can
and must provide opportunity, not smother it; foster produc-
tivity, not stifle it.

Government is to walk with us. That is the
most important thing, and it is important be-
cause it is the American dream.

After 10 years of volunteering on campaigns,
and after RONALD REAGAN was elected that first
time, through law school, through the private
practice of law, I took part in the process in a
big way, to dream big dreams, and to take some
risks. So at 28 I ran for the State senate, unseated
an incumbent, and had the opportunity to pursue
the same dream.

RONALD REAGAN said America is too great
for small dreams. There are many of us here in
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Congress today who agree with him. Let us in
government remember him and his legacy and
act on that legacy.

Hon. Ralph M. Hall

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, I came to the U.S. Congress in
1981, the same year President REAGAN was sworn
in as our President. I examined the brochures
that he ran on and looked at the brochures that
I ran on, and I found them to be almost iden-
tical: jobs and security, and jobs meant dignity;
a strong military; a concern for the unborn;
strong second amendment rights. All of those
things we totally agreed upon. At that time I
was a Democrat. I was a member of the Boll
Weevils and the
Forum.

We have heard others speak here before us to-

Conservative Democratic

night and know of the respect and admiration
that we all had for President REAGAN. I had the
pleasure of going out to Camp David with him
and spent times and hours, and had the oppor-
tunity for discussions, and we discussed every-
thing from the problems of the day to his times
in the movies. He was a good, down-to-earth guy
that you could talk to.

I just know that he knew of our needs. He
knew that our military had atrophied away. He
knew that we needed to have an injection there,
and that United Airlines could employ one of our
pilots the minute they graduated and had spent
their time. He knew that the enlisted men, 35
percent of them were eligible for food stamps,
and he knew something had to be done there.
I think he is responsible for the strong position
that we have, the strong financial position we
have, the strong geopolitical position we have in
the world.

I know that I have had a lot of occasions to
visit with him. Jim Baker was in his Cabinet at
that time, and Jim and I had been longtime
friends when I was 10 years in the Texas Senate.
I knew Jim Baker, Hines Baker, Rex Baker and
all of his folks. That gave me access to President
REAGAN. I had been a Navy pilot with George
Bush. He was his Vice President, so I had access

to the President, and I enjoyed that access, en-
joyed visits with him over there.

One time I went in and the President said,
“Congressman Hall, what would it take to get
you to vote for my budget cuts?” I said, “Well,
Mr. President, I have a brother who always want-
ed to be a Federal judge.” He said, “Well, that
should not be any problem.” He turned to
George Bush and he turned to Jim Baker and
said, “Can you get one of Ralph’s brothers ap-
proved by the Senate and go through confirma-
tion there?” They said, “I think we can.” I said,
“Well, wait just a minute, Mr. President; he is
not a lawyer.” And the President got a big kick
out of that. He never really forgot that. Any time
he would see me out in a group, he would come
shake hands with me. But he liked me. Some-
times he really could not think of my name, but
he would say, how is your brother. He liked my
brother because he was not a lawyer.

I just think that this country is stronger today
and this country is great today because of the
gifts of RONALD REAGAN, for the time he gave
us, for the honesty that he brought to the office,
for the common man background that he had,
that he understood frailty of men and women and
their need for help.

I am honored to have known him. I am very
lucky to have been a friend of RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Jerry Lewis

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, we appreciate the comments of
our colleague from Texas. I am reminded of that
tragic day when RONALD REAGAN, shortly after
he became President in March 1981, and the as-
sassination attempt took place. As they rolled
him on a gurney into the emergency room, he
looked up and said to his wife, “Honey, I forgot
to duck.” RONALD REAGAN, a man who was al-
ways ready to try to calm down the other person
and make sure they felt OK, our President.
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Hon. Bob Goodlatte

OF VIRGINIA

Asked in 1980 what Americans saw in him,
RONALD REAGAN replied, “Would you laugh if
I told you that I think maybe they see them-
selves?”” Mr. Speaker, hardly would we laugh.

A few years ago I had an opportunity to visit
Rancho del Cielo, President REAGAN’s beloved
“Ranch in the Sky.” The home reflects the man.
It does not feel like a museum; quite the oppo-
site, with Nancy’s and his TV trays still standing
by their respective recliners, both facing the old
black-and-white television. It seems they have
just gone out for an afternoon ride and will re-
turn at any moment.

At purchase the ranch was a mere 600 square
feet. REAGAN labored diligently with his own
hands to remodel and expand it. Even so, the
only grand thing about it is the natural sur-
roundings. Asked once to explain the ranch’s al-
most magnetic appeal for him, REAGAN replied
with a quote from Psalms: “I look to the hills
from whence cometh my strength.”

Mikhail Gorbachev, Margaret Thatcher, and
Queen Elizabeth were among the notables that
he hosted there. Gorbachev is said to have been
disappointed by the humble ranch, knowing the
lavish palaces of European leaders. However, it
is fitting that the place at which REAGAN felt
most at ease disarmed the world’s dignitaries.

He always related best with the common man,
yet he was far from ordinary. To the contrary,
he lived an extraordinary life which had a pro-
found impact on the landscape of our Nation and
the greater span of human history.

He left us on the eve of the 6oth anniversary
of the D-day liberation, and almost 20 years ago
to the day of one of his most beloved speeches
on the cliffs overlooking the beaches of Nor-
mandy. Looking out at faces wizened by time,
calling them the “boys of Pointe du Hoc,”
REAGAN offered a compelling picture of how
these young men, freedom’s army, struck a death
knell to the nazism and fascism which had a
stranglehold on formerly-free Europe.

He extended this same moral clarity to the
great conflict of his day, possessing a steadfast

commitment not just to containing communism,
but to transcend it, and transcend it he did.

Bursting on the national political scene during
the 1964 Presidential campaign with his now
famed “A Time for Choosing” speech, he spoke
to a divided and searching Nation:

You and I have a rendezvous with destiny. We will pre-
serve for our children this, the last best hope of man on earth,
or we will sentence them to take the first step into a thou-
sand years of darkness. If we fail, at least let our children

and our children’s children say of us we justified our brief
moment here. We did all that could be done.

These words reflected his eternal optimism not
just in America, this great experiment in self-
governance, but in Americans.

In 1979, we were in the throes of a nationwide
recession, the Soviets had invaded Afghanistan,
and the hostage crisis in Iran dominated the
nightly news. Yet REAGAN saw us as a “shining
city on a hill,” the hope of the world.

Reflecting on his death, may we find consola-
tion in his own words spoken to a grieving Na-
tion in the wake of the Challenger disaster, whose
crew perished on his watch. They, and now he,
has ““‘slipped the surly bonds of earth’ to ‘touch
the face of God.””

In his farewell address from the Oval Office,
a place where he refused to remove his suit jacket
out of a humble respect for the post he held,
REAGAN described how he envisioned the shin-
ing city he had invoked countless times. He went
on to observe this of his time in office:

We weren’t just marking time. We made a difference. We

made the city stronger. We made the city freer, and we left
her in good hands. All in all, not bad, not bad at all.

“Not bad” reflects the modesty of the man,
but not the magnitude of his accomplishments.
In rebuilding the military and facing down the
tyranny of communism, calling the Soviet Union
the evil empire that it was, and calling on Presi-
dent Gorbachev to tear down the Berlin Wall,
in restoring our faith in the free enterprise sys-
tem through cutting taxes and encouraging inno-
vation, and, most important, in raising our spir-
its, he made us proud to be Americans.

He set this Nation on a new course that still
inspires us today. We have a right to dream great
dreams, he said, because after all, we are Ameri-
cans. Yes, Mr. President, we do see ourselves in
you. We still dream great dreams of freedom and
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opportunity around the world. And I am honored
to pay tribute tonight to President REAGAN, the
greatest President of the last century.

Hon. Jerry Lewis

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I very much appreciate my col-
league from Texas joining with us in this discus-
sion this evening of perhaps America’s greatest
President, RONALD REAGAN. In his words, RON-
ALD REAGAN said:

Some argue that we should encourage democratic change
in right-wing dictatorships, but not in Communist regimes.
Well, to accept this preposterous notion—as some well-
meaning people have—is to invite the argument that once
countries achieve a nuclear capability, they should be allowed
an undisturbed reign of terror over their own citizens. We

reject this course.

As RONALD REAGAN rebuilt America, his de-
fense budget designed to restrengthen our coun-
try’s ability to defend itself, he stared down the
evil empire and negotiated a nuclear arms treaty
with Gorbachev. As two enemies became close
friends, think of that, two enemies became close
friends, Gorbachev was heard to say, “Who
would have thought it?”

Hon. Dave Weldon

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, I was a young intern in 1984. I
had been through medical school and college and
had not really followed politics much, but I was
rotating through the cardiologist service. And I
remember asking one of our attendees who he
was going to vote for in the 1984 election. RON-
ALD REAGAN was running against Walter Mon-
dale. He said he was voting for RONALD
REAGAN because he had a wife and three kids
at home and the tax cuts that REAGAN had put
through were putting about $200 a month more
in his pocket. And it was just making it easier
for him to take care of his family.

I had not followed politics much, but I was
very much impressed by Rick Monsor’s com-
ments and began to read more and more about

the policies of RONALD REAGAN. And over time
I came to realize, like millions of other Ameri-
cans, that his economic policies had been reduc-
ing taxes on Americans, actually had precipitated
a great economic recovery. It had resulted in a
doubling of revenue into the Federal Treasury,
a dramatic reduction in unemployment. It was
essentially the right economic policy. And it is
an economic policy that we still follow to this
day.

Of course, RONALD REAGAN is most well-
known for ending the cold war, precipitating the
breakup of the Soviet Union, and allowing mil-
lions of people in Eastern Europe to taste free-
dom—freedom of speech, freedom of religion,
freedom of assembly—for the first time in their
lives. Millions of people besides those of us here
in America were positively affected by the poli-
cies of RONALD REAGAN.

But what is most dear to my heart about
RONALD REAGAN was his indefatigable opti-
mism, belief in the power of American ingenuity,
the American spirit, the can-do attitude. At the
time that he took office, we were facing, as many
of us know, terrible problems with inflation and
a declining economy and as well our defenses
were in decline. It was not only his policies that
moved us in a positive direction but his attitudes
and beliefs that lifted our Nation and helped us
to move on to better things.

And he once said the following:

{Wkhatever else history may say about me when I'm gone,
I hope it will record that I appealed to your best hopes, not
your worst fears, to your confidence rather than your doubts.
My dream is that you will travel the road ahead with liberty’s
lamp guiding your steps and opportunity’s arm steadying
your way.

President REAGAN, your desire has become a
reality. You did appeal to our best hopes and not
our worst fears. And your confidence in us is
leading us in the right direction today. We sa-
lute your great accomplishments.

Hon. Sherwood Boehlert

OF NEW YORK

Mr. Speaker, earlier today I joined my col-
leagues in voting for a resolution expressing the
profound regret and sorrow of the House of Rep-
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resentatives on the death of RONALD W.
REAGAN, former President of the United States
of America. I did not cast that vote as one Mem-
ber of this, the people’s House, nor as a
Congressperson for 654,000 New Yorkers who it
is my privilege to represent here in our Nation’s
Capital. Rather, that vote reflected the profound
regret and sorrow felt far beyond the borders of
one district, one State, one Nation.

It is illustrative of the sincere sentiment of a
world community in collective mourning. Presi-
dent REAGAN was so much more than a head
of state. He was an inspiration to all whose lives
he touched, not just by his words, which reached
across the great divides that separate people, but
by his deeds which always sought to bring people
together in common cause.

The President’s noble achievements, and there
were so many, have been and will continue to
be chronicled by historians for time immemorial.

So many of my colleagues who preceded and
those who will follow have been and will be elo-
quent in their tributes to the lasting legacy of
this great man, and deservedly so. For my part,
I simply want to add a listing of the words which
come immediately to mind when recalling Presi-
dent REAGAN: words like integrity, conviction,
honor, faith, grace, dignity, friendship, humor,
values, honest, humble. The list of positives in
the life of this man of principle and character
is endless.

To President REAGAN and his beloved partner,
Nancy, who was always at his side and in his
heart, I am but one of so many who say a heart-
felt thank you for leading by example and serv-
ing so many so well for so long. You will always
be an inspiration and you will always be in our
thoughts and prayers.

Hon. Joe Barton

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, I was driving down to Corpus
Christi last Saturday afternoon with my wife,
Terry, and her daughter Lindsey and her cousin
Jackie and Terry’s family for a brief family vaca-
tion when my staffer Andy Black called me on
the telephone and asked, “Have you heard the

news that President REAGAN died this after-
noon?” And I said, “No, I have not heard that,”
but we immediately switched on the radio; and
sure enough, there was a news bulletin from
California that President REAGAN had passed
away.

And so as we continued to drive down to Cot-
pus, I began to reminisce about the President.
My mind went back to the late seventies when
this country was mired in recession and interest
rates were sky high and we had hostages in Iran
and there was a spirit of pessimism that America
could not be great anymore. And Governor
REAGAN came out of California and announced
for the Presidency and said that there was hope,
that not only could we be great, but we would
be greater again. And that inspired me to cam-
paign for him to be President of the United
States in the 1980 election.

And the night that he won in November 1980,
I dusted off an old White House Fellows applica-
tion and changed the date and signed it and
mailed it in. White House Fellows is a program
that takes young men and women from all over
the country and puts them in positions to ob-
serve the workings of the Federal Government ei-
ther in the White House or in the Cabinet agen-
cies. The year that I applied there were about
1,600 applications, and I was fortunate enough
to be 1 of like 15 or 16 that got selected.

I worked in the Department of Energy as a
White House Fellow for Secretary of Energy
James P. Edwards. In spring 1982 the Secretary
called me into his office and said, “Joe, I am
going over to the White House this afternoon
for a Cabinet meeting. Would you like to go
with me?” I said, “Mr. Secretary I would love
to go with you.” He said, “There is one thing:
you cannot say anything. You can only sit in the
back of the room and listen.” So I said, “I prom-
ise.”

We went to the White House, and they
walked us into the Cabinet room, and I was seat-
ed directly behind Vice President Bush, who was
seated directly across from President REAGAN.
The President came in from the Oval Office and
shook hands with his Cabinet, and he reached
over and got a handful of jellybeans out of a jar
in the middle of the Cabinet table and ate the
jellybeans and asked if anybody wanted them.
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Then he said, “Gentlemen, what is the agenda
for the day?” And a Cabinet Secretary said, “It
is the Caribbean Basin Initiative and what to do
about sugar quotas.” The Secretary of Agri-
culture Jack Block raised his hand, he said, “Mr.
President, you have tasked me to try to help the
American farmers and we are doing the best that
we can, but sugar prices are low in the world
market. And I think it would be disastrous for
American farmers if you let more sugar into our
country.” And the President said, “Thank you,
Mr. Secretary.”

Then the Secretary of State, I think it was
General Haig, raised his hand and said, “Mr.
President, I am the Secretary of State and you
have tasked me with creating this Caribbean Ini-
tiative to help the emerging democracies in the
Caribbean. Their largest export crop is sugar. It
would really help my job as Secretary of State
if you allowed more sugar to come into the
United States.” And the President said, “Thank
you, Mr. Secretary.”

He said, “Is there any other discussion?” The
rest of the Cabinet just sat there. The President
said, “Well, what we ought to do is take Amer-
ican wheat and Caribbean sugar and create cook-
ies and create a cookie export, cookies for peace
program maybe, to the Third World.” The Cabi-
net chuckled about that; but he said, “Really,
I have heard what is best for the State Depart-
ment and I have heard what is best for the Agri-
culture Department, now I want you gentlemen
to tell me what is best for America.” And there
were no cameras and he really said that.

And I just was absolutely inspired when he
said it. I was sitting directly across from him be-
hind Vice President Bush. Of course, I had been
told I could not say anything, but when the
President said that, “Gentlemen tell me what is
best for America,” it kind of jumped out from
me, I said, “Right. That is why I voted for you.”
And, of course, the Secretary of Energy was
aghast that I had said something. But the Presi-
dent looked over and he looked around the Vice
President, he looked at me with a twinkle in his
eye, did not say anything, he just smiled. And
I knew then that that is why the American peo-
ple trusted him, because he wanted to do what-
ever the issue was, what was right for America.

So when I finished my White House Fellows
Program, 1 went back to Texas. And in 1984,
John Tower announced that he was not going to
run for the U.S. Senate, and Congressman Phil
Gramm of the Sixth District announced that he
was going to run for the Senate and Joe Barton
announced that he was going to run for the Sixth
District as a Republican. I wanted to be a part
of the Reagan revolution in Washington.

I was very fortunate that I got elected that
year. I primarily got elected because my entire
campaign was Reagan-Gramm-Barton. And
when people went to vote for President REAGAN
and Senator Gramm, they also voted for me.

So now as a senior member of the majority
in the House of Representatives, I simply hope
that I can do what little I can to help foster the
Reagan vision for America, which is always do
what is right for America.

Hon. Earl Blumenauer

OF OREGON

As we observe the news, we have commenta-
tors rushing to give an assessment of the legacy
of RONALD REAGAN. Conservative commentators
will credit him with the fall of the former Soviet
Union, new approaches to the economy, espe-
cially with tax-cutting strategies. And, in large
measure, the rise of today’s Republican Party can
trace its roots to his leadership. His was a strong
voice for the conservative perspective from cor-
porate spokesperson to the governorship of our
country’s largest State, to two terms as our Presi-
dent.

There were, of course, areas of policy disagree-
ment, some of which I had strong feelings about.
There were also areas of mistakes, blunders for
which President REAGAN characteristically and
clearly assumed personal responsibility.

Balanced commentary will spotlight his prag-
matic approaches as Governor and President; his
ability to reach across party lines, to listen, to
work, to add a human touch. There was his will-
ingness to protect the economy and work with
moderates, for instance, in both parties, even to
the point of significant tax increases when he was
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faced with spiraling budget deficits and felt that
it was important for our country.

I personally am content for history and the
passage of time to sharpen the focus and place
his entire career in perspective, but I am think-
ing this evening of how he became a leader and
a symbol in his last years as he made a stark ad-
mission that he suffered from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. His wife Nancy became a champion in this
great struggle to help lead the fight against Alz-
heimer’s.

At a time when there are some who would put
ideology ahead of meeting the needs of victims
and families, Nancy Reagan stood tall and spoke
out forcefully on the needs and benefits of stem
cell research. Because of the affection for Presi-
dent REAGAN and the strength of Nancy Reagan,
millions will someday be spared this suffering.

My personal memory of President REAGAN
will be dominated by his almost magic ability
to reach out and touch the American people.
Along with Franklin Roosevelt and John Ken-
nedy, RONALD REAGAN stands out as someone
who could truly communicate with the American
people. Would that the American public today
be able to hear his calm, confident, friendly
voice.

He has earned our respect and our thanks. The
American people send their condolences and best
wishes to Mrs. Reagan and the entire family.

Hon. Tom Osborne

OF NEBRASKA

I would like to express my appreciation to
President REAGAN for his adherence to principle
rather than to expediency; for standing firm
against America’s enemies when so many urged
containment and conciliation; for displaying a
sense of humor when events were grim; for being
decent when indecency was so common; for real-
izing that an offensive strategy is superior to de-
fense when confronted by grave danger; for re-
storing a troubled economy by putting more re-
sources in the people’s hands and less in the gov-
ernment’s hands; for promoting optimism when
many were discouraged; for his capacity to dis-
agree without being disagreeable; for his willing-

ness to reach out to members of both parties in
uniting, rather than dividing, this country; for
showing kindness in the face of hostility; for
communicating so clearly with words from his
own heart and mind, written by his own hands;
for inspiring courage in others through his own
courage; and finally, for displaying trust in God,
rather than human institutions, through an un-
wavering faith in God’s sovereignty and mercy.

Hon. Phil Gingrey

OF GEORGIA

Mr. Speaker, I am humbled to be one of the
many Americans from all across our Nation who
is paying tribute to President RONALD REAGAN
this week.

Members of Congress, including myself, came
to this floor in February to celebrate President
REAGAN’s 93d birthday, but it is with a sad heart
tonight that we come to the floor of the House
of Representatives to eulogize one of our greatest
Presidents.

It was appropriate that RONALD REAGAN, a
smalltown American from Dixon, IL, would
make a career and a home in California, would
represent the very best of American life. As Gov-
ernor of California, President REAGAN became
adept at representing the diverse nature of our
country and cared deeply for all Americans.

As he is laid to rest, RONALD REAGAN's leg-
acy for America will carry on eternally in the an-
nals of history. Not since Lincoln and Roosevelt
has one man touched the core of what it means
to be an American: Through unity and strength,
we can achieve peace; and through self-
determination, responsibility and character, we
can live the American dream.

RONALD REAGAN restored faith in America
during one of our darkest hours of self-doubt. He
gave us hope and promise when we needed it
most. REAGAN’s true legacy is the restoration of
the dream that is America. Even with his pass-
ing, REAGAN’s sense of hope and strength lives
on.

As someone who has been inspired by his lead-
ership and courage in the face of the evil empire
of the Soviet Union, I deeply thank President
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REAGAN for restoring our Nation’s confidence
and our hope.

God bless you, RONALD REAGAN, and may
God continue to bless the America whose spirit
of eternal optimism you helped renew.

Hon. John Linder

OF GEORGIA

On an October evening in 1975, before he an-
nounced that he would seek the Republican
nomination for President, RONALD REAGAN ad-
dressed the 20th birthday celebration of the Na-
tional Review. It was an uplifting and humorous
speech until the end, when he somberly quoted
Whittaker Chambers.
Chambers had written:

Two decades earlier,

It is idle to talk of preventing the wreck of Western civili-
zation, it is already a wreck from within. That is why we
can do little more now than snatch a fingernail of a saint
from the wrack, or a handful of ashes from the fagots, and
bury them secretly in a flower pot against that day, ages
hence, when a few men begin again to dare to believe that
there once was something else, that something else is think-
able, and need some evidence of what it was, and the for-
tifying knowledge that there were those who, at the great
nightfall, took loving thought to preserve the tokens of hope
and truth.

Chambers spent 13 years in the service of the
Soviet Union as a spy. He always believed that
the world was engaged in a battle between the
two great religions, communism and freedom.
He believed that communism could not survive
in a world where people believed in a higher
power. Freedom, on the other hand, could not
survive in a world where people did not. A nas-
cent faith took hold in Chambers, and in 1937
he left communism for freedom. As he did so,
he told his wife that he feared they were moving
to the losing side.

This is what RONALD REAGAN was thinking
of in October 1975. Communism was ascendant,
and free people were losing their confidence, be-
coming fearful and timid of the future, and over
the following 4 years, the Soviet Union increased
its influence in 14 sovereign nations around the
globe.

I was privileged to travel in his campaign
plane in 1976 when he was in the Southeast, and

in several meetings thereafter, with large num-
bers of people or small numbers of people, he
always spoke less than anyone else in the room,
enjoyed watching others have it out, and indeed,
the next day he may not have remembered the
name of everyone in the room, but he never for-
got who he was.

Michael Deaver tells a wonderful story about
walking on a street with RONALD REAGAN in
1978. By this time, he was easily recognized. A
fellow kept inching close to him on the street
wanting to say hello. REAGAN saw him, looked
over, reached out his hand and said hello. The
man said, “May I have your autograph, Mr.
Milland?” REAGAN wrote Ray Milland on his
paper and walked on. Michael Deaver said, “Why
didn’t you tell him who you were?” REAGAN
said, “I know who I am. He wanted to meet Ray
Milland.”

That was pure RONALD REAGAN. He was not
interested in making sure a stranger knew of his
importance. He cared about making this one
stranger happy.

Four years later he was President. He faced a
military where one-third of our fleet was in dry
dock, one-third of our planes could not fly for
lack of spare parts. Our soldiers were practicing
with pretend bullets. The economy had a 21 per-
cent interest rate and a I4 percent inflation rate,
and we were in trouble.

On January 20, 1981, President REAGAN ad-
dressed these challenges and then said this:

{T}ogether with God’s help we can and will resolve the

problems which now confront us. And after all, why
shouldn’t we believe that? We are Americans.

Over the next 8 years, his economic policies
took an economy from $2.5 trillion to $5 trillion.
Revenues to the Federal Treasury went from $519
billion to $1.054 trillion. We created 20 million
new jobs, and on the foreign front REAGAN was
the first President since 1917 to ignore the bu-
reaucracy and speak truth to evil. Eight years
later the evil empire was crumbling, and the cold
war was over.

I always thought that the biggest missed op-
portunity of the past 60 years was to not have
celebrated the end of the cold war. RONALD
REAGAN deserved that, and now he takes his
leave.
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It has been a very difficult decade for Mrs.
Reagan and the family, but for those of us who
love freedom, we remember a man who dared to
believe that there once was something else, that
something else was thinkable. He gave us evi-
dence of what it was in the fortifying knowledge
that he would be there at the great nightfall to
take loving thought to preserve the tokens of
hope and truth, and he was there. Not a bad final
act for a B actor from Dixon, not bad at all.

Hon. Joe Wilson

OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Mr. Speaker, the world is grieving this week
over the loss of a true American hero, President
RONALD WILSON REAGAN. Words cannot de-
scribe the admiration and respect that I have for
this great man. He led a revolution for free enter-
prise, for victory of democracy over communism
and for national political realignment.

For many Americans in mourning, including
myself, RONALD REAGAN was not just a good
President, he was our President. He defined the
honor and dignity of the Office of the Presi-
dency, and he lifted the spirit of a Nation with
his hope and joyfulness that sprang from an abid-
ing faith in God and deeply held belief in the
American dream.

I am grateful to have lived the Reagan revolu-
tion as a foot soldier promoting his vision of a
dynamic economy, creating jobs through tax cuts
and free markets, his support of America’s mili-
tary to achieve success in liberating millions by
victory in the cold war, and his transformation
of developing the Republican Party which today
holds the majority of State legislative seats across
America for the first time since 1952. He reinvig-
orated the Republican Party with optimism and
vision.

He entered office during a time of doubt and
despair and malaise, with the economy sput-
tering in a looming cold war that threatened our
families. With these seemingly insurmountable
problems he faced, many critics underestimated
the former California Governor. Yet President
REAGAN brought with him his conservative prin-
ciples of individual freedom, limited govern-

ment, responsibility, and “peace
through strength.” He also brought an optimism

that America’s greatest days were ahead of us.

personal

Proving all of his detractors wrong, President
REAGAN won the cold war, spurred the economy
to robust growth and restored our national con-
fidence and patriotism. As author and former
Presidential staffer Peter Robinson said recently,
“RONALD REAGAN was great, because RONALD
REAGAN was right.”

His straightforward speeches began to change
minds across America, and many became Reagan
Democrats. Today in my home State, Repub-
licans hold most statewide offices, a complete
turnaround that has occurred throughout the
South thanks to the leadership of RONALD
REAGAN.

He started a revolution where in 1980 Repub-
licans in South Carolina held only 16 seats in the
statehouse, and now there is a Republican super-
majority of 76 out of 124 members. In the State
senate, Republicans soared from 3 members in
1980 to now a supermajority of 27 of 46 mem-
bers.

For 2 years I was honored to work in the
Reagan administration as Deputy General Coun-
sel to the Secretary of Energy Jim Edwards. I am
a proud REAGAN alumni association member,
and in 1990, because of his efforts to win the cold
war and bring freedom to the oppressed people
of the Soviet Union, I was asked by former Re-
publican National Committee Chairman Lee
Atwater to observe the first democratic elections
in Bulgaria.

I saw first-hand the REAGAN legacy of peace
and freedom, as Central and Eastern Europe rose
from the ashes of communism to become strong
democracies and American allies. The people I
have met over the years from Bratislava, Slovakia,
to Novosibirsk, Russia,
REAGAN as their own hero, a man who was

regard  President

unafraid to tell the truth about the evil empire.

While we mourn his passing, President RON-
ALD REAGAN will never be forgotten. Children
will read for centuries to come about the “Happy
Warriot” who helped liberate tens of millions
from totalitarian communism and restored Amer-
ica’s position in the world as the “shining city
on a hill.”
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Democracy is more widespread today in the
world than any time in history due to President
REAGAN’s success of “peace through strength.”

We cannot help but be reminded of his legacy
as America faces similar battles today against the
oppression of terrorism, and his critics deride our
President, much as they did President REAGAN
20 years ago. America is under attack because we
are a symbol of liberty in the world, and we must
meet this challenge with the same courage and
conviction that RONALD REAGAN had.

As he said in the 1964 Goldwater campaign
in what has simply become known as “The
Speech” and was earlier referenced by Chairman
Lewis:

You and I have a rendezvous with destiny. We will pre-
serve for our children this, the last best hope of man on

Earth, or we will sentence them to take the last step into
a thousand years of darkness.

May God bless the REAGAN family, God bless

our troops, and may God continue to bless
America.

Hon. Jerry Lewis

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) very much for
those very eloquent comments. I am reminded
of the fact that in very simple form, RONALD
REAGAN challenged the world on behalf of lib-
erty, on behalf of peace. He had this remarkable
relationship that developed over time with Mi-
khail Gorbachev. After he described the evil em-
pire in straightforward terms, they began to
communicate as leaders of two great countries.
Indeed, together over time they reduced the nu-
clear threat by coming to agreement with one
another.

It has been said earlier, but let me repeat the
words of RONALD REAGAN:

{Mr.} Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity

for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberal-

ization: Come here to this gate! ... open this gate! Mr.

Gorbachev, tear down this wall!

And indeed, within a couple of years, that wall
came down. The East-West confrontation began
to thaw; and between these two leaders, the

world has seen a different kind of opportunity
for peace. Today we face the challenge that in-
volves the war on terrorism; and, indeed, that
struggle is bound to last for years to come. It
was the legacy of RONALD REAGAN that laid the
foundation for America to best be prepared to
defend itself for liberty and for freedom.

Hon. Ken Calvert

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to one
of the greatest Presidents in the history of our
Nation, RONALD WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth
President of the United States.

He was a leader when our country needed it
most, at a time when many Americans, including
myself, had found ourselves disaffected by poli-
tics. His optimism gave our Nation the con-
fidence and motivation to resume its place as a
world leader.

I well remember the seventies after President
Nixon’s resignation and the pessimism that fol-
disassociated
RoNALD
REAGAN came onto the Presidential scene and re-

lowed, when many Americans
themselves from public service.
minded us that the “best was yet to come,” that
we are not to blame for the world’s problems;
and yet, as a great Nation, we had a place of
responsibility and a role to play.

President REAGAN believed, as our Declara-
tion of Independence states, “‘all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable rights, life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.” Additionally, he knew
better than most that strength comes from with-
in, from the people. Therefore, first and foremost,
REAGAN used his first term as President to bring
these rights back to Americans starting with
what was then known as Reaganomics.

He sought to restore America to the people
by giving them back control of their pocket-
books. Uncle Sam was put on a diet of lower
taxes, sound money and fewer regulations, allow-
ing us the benefits of hard work. By the time
that REAGAN left office, only two income brack-
ets existed, with a top rate of 28 percent, com-
pared to the 14 income brackets, with the top
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rate of 70 percent, that existed when he took of-
fice. Additionally, government was scaled back
and redtape eliminated, allowing Americans to
take care of themselves. As REAGAN was apt to
say. “Government is not the solution to our
problem; government is the problem.”

He saw the rebuilding of America’s military.
After years of low morale and interest in the
armed services, President REAGAN made a return
to the pre-Vietnam days of faith and professional
appeal in our military. As Commander in Chief,
he oversaw the largest peacetime buildup of mili-
tary spending in history, leading to the collapse
of the Soviet Union and the end of the cold war.
His revolutionary policies regarding investment
in military technology, good training, and pay
laid the foundation for a strong military that
later claimed victory in Operation Desert Storm
and continues to protect our national security
well into the 21st century and, now, in the war
on terror.

RONALD REAGAN lived a life worth living. He
saw both the birth and death of communism. He
won the hearts of Americans and world leaders.
How? He believed in “peace through strength,”
and he lived his convictions based on experience,
intuition, and love of life.

I will end with one of my favorite quotes:

Above all, we must realize that no arsenal or no weapon

in the arsenals of the world is so formidable as the will and
moral courage of free men and women.

Thank you, President REAGAN. May God bless
you and your family, and may God bless Amer-
ica.

Hon. Chris Chocola

OF INDIANA

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing me this time, and I join my colleagues to-
night and rise in tribute to a great man, Presi-
dent RONALD REAGAN.

In 1980, I turned 18, and the first person I ever
voted for was RONALD REAGAN. With that vote,
the world changed. It changed because President
REAGAN clearly understood that the greatest
strength of this Nation is the American people.

He believed in us so much that he inspired us
to believe in ourselves.

And in his typical humble fashion, during his
last speech from the Oval Office, he said:

I wasn’t a great communicator, but I communicated great
things, and they didn’t spring full bloom from my brow, they
came from the heart of a great nation.

Mr. Speaker, President REAGAN captured the
hearts of the American people and he unleashed
the power, the hope, and the optimism that
comes with a sincere understanding and love of
freedom and democracy. President REAGAN
changed the world by simply reminding us all
of exactly who we are. He inspired us to become
the Nation we were all along. He always saw the
“shining city on the hill,” and he gave us the
vision to see it with him.

Although we deeply mourn his passing, RON-
ALD REAGAN's life was a gift to the world, a gift
that will never be forgotten by all who love free-
dom and the shining example he gave us.

Thank you, Mr. President, and God bless
RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Robin Hayes

OF NORTH CAROLINA

Mr. Speaker, first let me thank my dear friend
and colleague, the gentleman from California
(Mr. Lewis), for his leadership tonight in hon-
oring such a wonderful man. President RONALD
REAGAN was a good man who became a great
President. His leadership has
throughout my career in public service, as I am
sure REAGAN inspired many folks presently serv-

inspired me

ing in the public arena.

One of my favorite RONALD REAGAN quotes
comes from his 1986 State of the Union Address:

Government growing beyond our consent had become a
lumbering giant, slamming shut the gates of opportunity,
threatening to crush the very roots of our freedom. What
brought America back? The American people brought us
back with quiet courage and common sense, with undying
faith that in this nation under God the future will be ours;
for the future belongs to the free.

That is one of my favorite REAGAN quotes for
a number of reasons. First, it addresses one of
the main reasons I switched parties. Like Presi-
dent REAGAN, I began my career not as a Repub-
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lican but as a Democrat; and, like REAGAN, I
switched parties because I felt that big govern-
ment was “‘slamming shut the gates of oppor-
tunity, threatening to crush the very roots of our
freedom.”

RONALD REAGAN’s conservative principles,
put into successful action, changed our Nation’s
attitude on the role of government and personal
responsibility. Without President REAGAN, there
would not have been a bipartisan effort to reform
welfare and end that vicious cycle of government
dependency.

The other thing I like about this quote is that
it reveals so much about the character of RON-
ALD REAGAN: his unbridled optimism, his belief
in the American people, and his humbleness. He
was too humble to take sole credit for the United
States’ return to greatness, even though had his
measures failed he would have assumed the
blame. Instead, he gave the credit to the Amer-
ican people, because he believed in the American
people.

One of his favorite quotes was: “There is no
limit to what you can accomplish if you don’t
care who gets the credit.” And he lived that
quote on a daily basis.

One of the other things I admired about RON-
ALD REAGAN was his steadfast determination to
stand up to communist aggression. Even though
he knew such a determined view may not be
popular, he never backed away from his firm be-
lief that communism was wrong. In 1982, speak-
ing before the British Parliament, REAGAN said:

It is the Soviet Union that runs against the tide of history.
... {1t is} the march of freedom and democracy which will
leave Marxism-Leninism on the ash-heap of history as it has

left other tyrannies which stifle the freedom and muzzle the
self-expression of the people.

No truer words have been spoken. I believed
it then, and I believe it now. We all saw
REAGAN’s words validated when the Soviet
Union fell apart shortly after President REAGAN
left office.

Finally, even when facing a devastating diag-
nosis, President REAGAN still delivered the news
with his typical optimism for America and his
belief for the American people. On November s,
1994, he wrote a letter to the American people
announcing that he had Alzheimer’s disease:

In closing let me thank you, the American people for giv-
ing me the great honor of allowing me to serve as your Presi-
dent. When the Lord calls me home, whenever that may be,
I will leave with the greatest love for this country of ours
and eternal optimism for its future.

I now begin this journey that will lead me into the sunset
of my life. I know that for America there will always be a
bright dawn ahead.

I do believe that the United States does face
a bright dawn. And President REAGAN and his
leadership can take a large part of the credit for
that fact. While I am saddened that President
REAGAN is no longer with us, I rejoice knowing
that he has met his Maker, and his Maker is
looking him in the eye and saying, President
REAGAN, the GIPPER, you are a good and faithful
servant.

He is now in a far better place. He is looking
down on the country and the people that he
loved. May God bless and protect America and
the vision that was RONALD REAGAN’s for us
and our future; that freedom belongs to the free.

Hon. Duncan Hunter

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. Lewis) for yielding me this time, and
I want to thank my great friend also for not only
helping to preside over this special tribute, but
for everything that he did in helping to lead the
California delegation to be a source of strength
for President REAGAN when he put forth those
monumental changes in the direction of our gov-
ernment.

I have listened to his statements and just now
to the statement of the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. Hayes), and many others, in talk-
ing about this wonderful American, RONALD
REAGAN; and I thought I might just touch on
a couple of the things he did in the way of na-
tional security.

We have short memories, Mr. Speaker; and
President REAGAN was not always popular, espe-
cially with the media and often with our Euro-
pean allies. I can remember in the eighties, when
he responded to the Soviet Union’s ringing
Western Europe with the SS—20 missiles and he
started to move those Persian missiles and



40 Ronald Reagan

ground launch cruise missiles into Europe to off-
set the Soviet strength of their strategic programs
and their intermediate range ballistic missiles
that they were moving in. And there were mas-
sive demonstrations against RONALD REAGAN
and against those who supported him in Europe
and lots of sniping by the press in this country.

And yet because of that strength and because
he rebuilt national security, especially after the
Reykjavik summit, he refused to give up the
Strategic Defense Initiative, that is, missile de-
fense, the right of Americans to defend them-
selves against incoming ballistic missiles. After
he did that, there was lots of hand wringing
among the elite media and lots of our European
allies who said, there it goes, the last chance for
peace, and lo and behold, the Russians picked
up the phone and said, Can we talk?

RONALD REAGAN at that point started to ne-
gotiate with the Soviet Union, and not just to
negotiate a peace, but to negotiate the dis-
assembly of the Soviet empire, the tear-down of
the Soviet empire, which is manifest today in nu-
merous free states where once there was one state
ruled by tyranny.

Mr. Speaker, I remember the gentleman from
California (Mr. Lewis) was present as one of our
senior Members, and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. Herger) had not been elected yet,
along with the gentleman from California (Mr.
Thomas) and the gentleman from California (Mr.
Dreier), and John
Rousselot, and Chip Pashayan, and my colleague

and Bob Lagomarsino,

Bill Lowery, and Bobby Fever, new Republicans
who had come in in the Reagan win of 1980,
and the President invited us to Blair House even
while President Carter was still in the White
House. We were standing in the foyer, cele-
brating this victory of our Commander-in-Chief-
to-be because he had not been sworn in yet, and
the President-elect came down the stairs, and he
talked to us about being up on his ranch in Santa
Barbara and killing an especially big rattlesnake
the day before while he was cutting brush. We
had a great time talking with the President-elect.
After a while he said, “I am tired, I am going
to go upstairs and hit the hay.” He said, “you
guys turn off the lights when you leave.” He
went right upstairs; we continued to have a good
time. That represented that western hospitality,

that great charm that RONALD REAGAN had that
brought so many people, attracted so many peo-
ple, even people of very different political persua-
sion.

My son Sam was not even born in those days
when we first came in. I remember the picture
of the cowboy that the President drew for my
other son Duncan, who is now a U.S. Marine and
deployed overseas.

I think the one thing that this President sold
in boatloads was inspiration. He was great at in-
spiration. He realized a little secret, and that is
this country runs on inspiration. Whether it is
the markets or the economy or people deciding
whether or not they are going to join the uni-
formed services, inspiration is the fuel that this
country runs on, and that is something that
RONALD REAGAN had an endless supply of.

He was tough during the tough times. You
have to have good endurance to be a good Presi-
dent, and he had great endurance. He was able
to handle the difficult times, the times when he
was not real popular, and outlast his critics. It
has been kind of fun in the last couple of days
to watch people who criticized him very severely
to seem now to remember that he was not such
a bad guy after all. Not only was he not such
a bad guy, but he brought this country together
as a family. He was, of course, the head of the
family.

It is a time for us to mourn this President,
but also to celebrate his great life and the big
piece of this life that he gave to our Nation. I
will never forget when I was first running for
Congress, I was practicing law on behalf of a bat-
bershop on the waterfront in San Diego. My dad
came in and said, “You can be a Member of Con-
gress.” He said, “RONALD REAGAN is running.
He is going to run on a platform of national de-
fense and jobs, and in San Diego that is the same
thing.” I said, “What do I need to start run-
ning?” He said, “We need one thing; you need
a picture with RONALD REAGAN, and we are
going to go up and get it.” And we went up
and got it in Los Angeles. That launched my
foray into politics. So many of us won that year
who had no chance of winning because we were
riding along with a guy named RONALD
REAGAN.
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Let us take a message and a lesson from this
great American and proceed ahead with opti-
mism and with dedication to the idea that you
get “peace through strength.” That was a trade-
mark of RONALD REAGAN’s foreign policy. I
think we are following it with this President. I
think we need to stay the course and stay steady.

Hon. Jerry Lewis

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from California
(Mr. Hunter) reminds me of another time when
RONALD REAGAN was trying to bring together
Republicans to form a majority. It was 1969, and
there was a majority for approximately 2 years
in the California lower house for the assembly,
and RONALD REAGAN was then Governor of
California. He came into this room, and here
were 41 members of the new majority sitting
there in front of him. He was sitting at a table
in front of us, his legs dangling from the table,
and he had argyle socks on.

He said:

I was trying to think about what I should say to you all.
We have not had a majority before. We have to govern ...
it is possible from time to time we may disagree with each
other as we go about making decisions on public policy.

As I was thinking about what to say to you, I was re-
minded of my father-in-law, who is a dentist. It seems he
had this fellow sitting in the chair, and the guy had an ab-
scessed tooth which had to come out. And my father-in-law
began to put this needle in his jaw. About that time my
father-in-law felt kind of a groping at the lower part of his
abdomen. He looked down startled, and the fellow looked
back up and said, “we are not going to hurt each other, are

we, Doc?”

For those who knew RONALD REAGAN, he
would get just to the edge of color, but nonethe-
less, he knew how to make a point to bring peo-
ple together in a very special way; a man never
to be forgotten, recognizing how important it is

that we work together.

Hon. Jeb Hensarling

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, this week millions of Americans
and people around the globe mourn the loss of
one of our Nation’s greatest heroes, RONALD
REAGAN. From the time that he took the oath
of office until he left the White House, few
American Presidents ever enjoyed the popularity,
support and love that RONALD REAGAN engen-
dered. He developed a special bond with the
American people, and one can see from the tre-
mendous outpouring of sympathy and support
across our great Nation that that special bond
still endures today.

More than any other person,
REAGAN is responsible for winning the cold war.

President

He engaged his communist adversaries in the
battle of ideas and achieved victory by winning
the war for the hearts and minds of people. In
his heart he knew these people. He knew the
Bulgarian student who was never allowed to read
Thomas Jefferson. He knew the East German
mother who wanted a better life for her children.
He knew the Polish factory worker who longed
to be free of Soviet subjugation.

One 65-year-old Czech who lived under the
Soviet regime said:

For us, REAGAN was important because we knew he was
really anticommunist, emotionally anticommunist. For us, he
was a symbol of the United States’ genuine determination
to bring communism to an end.

A Romanian man who was recently inter-
viewed struggled to find the words to describe
President REAGAN’s legacy, and then he simply
said, “It is due to him that we are free.”

Thanks to RONALD REAGAN’s determined
leadership, untold millions were liberated from
communist tyranny and from the palpable fear
of nuclear annihilation.

America was to have RONALD
REAGAN. At a time when our country needed a
hero, RONALD REAGAN was able to rekindle the
American spirit. He inspired us with his power-

fortunate

ful words and unwavering optimism. He had a
steadfast belief in the goodness of America. No
amount of pessimism, strife or tragedy could dis-
courage that thinking or blur his vision of Amer-
ica as a “shining city on a hill.”
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I was one of perhaps hundreds of thousands
of people that had the privilege to shake the
hand of the former President, look him in the
eyes and thank him for all he did for America.
Frankly, next to my marriage and the birth of
my children, it was one of the most profound
moments in my life. An earlier generation was
inspired to public service by Barry Goldwater.
Many in my generation were inspired to serve
by RONALD REAGAN.

A woman in Santa Monica recently stated,
“When I think of him, I think of America. What
is that saying, American, like Mom and apple
pie. He should be in that, too, because he rep-
resented what this country is all about.”

President REAGAN was what this country is
all about. He believed in the American dream.
He believed in the power of free men and free
markets. He championed less government, lower
taxes and lifting regulation. He believed in our
country’s ability to produce boundless possibili-
ties and limitless opportunity. His policies ush-
ered in a new age of entrepreneurship and inno-
vation, and led to one of the greatest economic
expansions in our Nation’s history.

We believed in President REAGAN because he
believed in us. He always saw the best in us, and
he never stopped believing in the decency and
ingenuity of the American people. He believed
deeply in the strength of democracy and never
lost hope of America realizing its “rendezvous
with destiny.”

Our Nation will deeply miss RONALD
REAGAN. Undoubtedly future generations of
Americans will remember him among the pan-
theon of America’s great leaders, among the
names of Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln, but
there will never be another President REAGAN.

Let us remember his words the way he wished
to be remembered:

{Wkhatever else history may say about me when I'm gone,
I hope it will record that I appealed to your best hopes, not
your worst fears, to your confidence rather than your doubts.
My dream is that you will travel the road ahead with liberty’s
lamp guiding your steps and opportunity’s arm steadying
your way.

Mr. Speaker, today should serve more than just
a memorial, it should serve as a reminder. As
President REAGAN also said, “there’s much work

before us: Not easy tasks perhaps. But I

would remind you ... they’re not impossible, be-
cause, after all, we're Americans,” and perhaps
none more so than RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Judy Biggert

OF ILLINOIS

Mr. Speaker, unlike many other Members of
this body, I never had the great privilege of serv-
ing with RONALD REAGAN. When President
REAGAN was elected in 1980, I was raising my
four children and running a law practice out of
my home in Hinsdale, IL. Back then I did not
follow world events or political developments
like I do now. In those days, it was all I could
do to keep up with kids’ soccer games, make it
to the school board meetings on time, and ensure
that I did not miss a court deadline for an impor-
tant client.

This week, like most Americans, I revel in the
stories that my colleagues and others who knew
him well have recounted about their special mo-
ments with our 4oth President. Like most Amer-
icans, I cannot get enough of RONALD REAGAN.

What strikes me as I think back through the
years of those REAGAN times of the eighties are
two very important things. They are the things
that he said that touched my life and my inter-
ests as a busy mother and a died-in-the-wool Re-
publican.

First is what later became known as the
REAGAN 11th commandment. RONALD REAGAN
said, and practiced this principle, “Speak no ill
of a fellow Republican.”

Second was the REAGAN rule for success:
“There is no limit to the good a man can do
in this world if he does not care who gets the
credit.”

M. Speaker, tonight my thoughts and prayers
go out to the REAGAN family. It is true I never
met him, but they will never know how much
his words, his deeds and his common sense have
influenced and will continue to positively affect
the generations of leaders that will follow him.
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Hon. Roger F. Wicker

OF MISSISSIPPI

Mr. Speaker, I too rise and join so many of
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle in paying
tribute to RONALD WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth
President of the United States. I agree with so
much of what has been said here today and
throughout the Nation in the past few days
about the incredible legacy of RONALD REAGAN
and what he left to America and to the world.
RONALD REAGAN will always be larger than life
to millions of people around the world who were
freed from the shackles of communism because
he stood firm against what he so correctly called
the evil empire. RONALD REAGAN’s determina-
tion and leadership forced an end to the cold war.
His philosophy of cutting taxes and easing Fed-
eral regulations brought about one of the largest
periods of economic growth in American history.
And his eternal optimism and hope for a brighter
day lifted the spirits of a Nation.

Much has been said about RONALD REAGAN’s
charisma, quick wit and ability to put people at
ease. He was also blessed with a great asset for
anyone in public life, a sense of timing. Whether
it was one of his famous one-liners or the ability
to do just the right thing at the right time, he
always seemed to disarm a tough national press
corps or defuse a difficult political issue.

M. Speaker, I had the privilege of witnessing
an example of his instinctive timing and humor
in 1980 in Mississippi when then-candidate RON-
ALD REAGAN and his wife, Nancy, came to the
Neshoba County Fair in Philadelphia, MS. The
Neshoba County Fair is called Mississippi’s larg-
est house party and has been the premier gath-
ering for political speeches during the hot Mis-
sissippi summers for more than a century. RON-
ALD REAGAN’s visit was the first ever by a Presi-
dential candidate to this most celebrated political
event in my home State.

One of the issues that had surfaced in Mr.
REAGAN'’s Presidential campaign was the ques-
tion of his age. He was 69 years old. Some ques-
tioned whether he might be too old for the job.
At the Neshoba County Fair an incident occurred
which could have potentially exaggerated the
issue of his age. After Mr. REAGAN’s speech, a

local craftsman, Gary Harkins of Mississippi, pre-
sented Mr. REAGAN with a rocking chair. I am
sure some of the candidate’s advisers and staff
were horrified to think of the prospect that the
one image coming from this appearance was a
picture of the 69-year-old former Governor sit-
ting in a rocking chair. But without hesitation,
RONALD REAGAN sat down in the chair, grabbed
his wife, Nancy, by the hand and pulled her onto
his lap. They appeared at that moment to be the
very picture of vitality and energy. The widely
distributed photograph and film footage which
followed went around the Nation and nobody
seeing that image thought RONALD REAGAN was
too old to be President.

Mr. REAGAN’s quick thinking probably boost-
ed his candidacy and dispelled doubts in the
minds of some voters. The incident also changed
the life of Greg Harkins, the craftsman who
made the rocking chair and whose fledgling busi-
ness was energized by his short encounter on the
national stage. Mr. Harkins soon began receiving
hundreds of requests for chairs from across the
Nation and around the world. His business is
still going strong today nearly 25 years later, and
RONALD REAGAN provided the spark for that lit-
tle bit of business success. Harkins was quoted
recently as saying, “What they did was give me
a foothold on something that I can be able to
carry on for the rest of my life.”

Mr. Harkins represents just one small example
of how RONALD REAGAN touched the lives of
people in ways that are hard to quantify. We
may not know all of their names or their unique
stories, but his fellow citizens gained inspiration
from RONALD REAGAN’s leadership and his atti-
tude that it really was “morning in America.”

Whether it was a young American answering
a call to public service or becoming involved in
the growing conservative movement or simply
taking the initiative to exercise their rights and
register to vote for the first time, RONALD
REAGAN energized many Americans to action.
They followed him because they trusted this man
of principled beliefs and because he captured
their imagination, and they simply liked him.

RONALD REAGAN, some people said, would be
limited because he was only an actor. He was
perhaps the best example of an actor turned poli-
tician; but he ended up being the real thing, the
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true article, the genuine American; and, Mr.
Speaker, 1 believe he will be recorded as being
the greatest President of our time.

Hon. Virgil H. Goode, Jr.

OF VIRGINIA

The death of President REAGAN reminded
Americans and many around the world of the
achievements of his 8 years in office. A signifi-
cant part of his legacy is that he helped the
United States to feel good about itself again and
the tax cuts that he advocated in the early
eighties stimulated the economic boom that
lasted until the end of the century.

History may well show that President
REAGAN'’s greatest accomplishment was reestab-
lishing our military strength and bringing about
the collapse of the Soviet Union, which had been
the principal adversary of the free world in the
cold war that had raged since the close of World
War II. The strengthened military was the one
that waged Desert Storm successfully and laid
the foundation for the U.S. military that is lead-
ing the war on terrorism. President REAGAN re-
kindled the American spirit and patriotic fervor
in this country. We shall never forget the grace
and style with which President and Mrs.
REAGAN represented America. Our country will
always remember RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Zach Wamp

OF TENNESSEE

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman for taking
the leadership tonight. The previous speaker, the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Goode), myself,
and President REAGAN all shared one thing in
common as many do in this House and that is
we used to be Democrats and now we are Repub-
licans. That brings me to what I want to share
tonight, which is the change in the political
landscape brought about by the life and service
of RONALD WILSON REAGAN; but I want to start
by saying that I believe, and I think this honors
his memory, that neither party has an exclusive
on integrity or ideas, neither party always has it

right or always has it wrong, and the two-party
system continues to serve our country extremely
well.

I am proud of the first half of my life when
I was a Democrat and proud of the second half
of my life as a Republican, but the story in my
life as a southern conservative Democrat goes way
back for generations. My father’s great-great-
grandfather, Enoch Alldredge, served in the 19th
century in the Alabama General Assembly for
over 40 years. My mother’s great uncle Reuben
Alldridge served in the 20th century in the Ala-
bama General Assembly for a number of years,
both very prominent political figures from the
northern part of Alabama, all as Democrats. So
I grew up honestly as a southern conservative
Democrat.

As a matter of fact, my first real memory of
it all as a young person was watching my parents
be involved in local campaigns and then, in fall
1976, going to Woolen Gym at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill as a 19-year-
old freshman and voting for Jimmy Carter as
President of the United States and then having
my parents attend the inaugural in Washington
here with Franklin and Emmy Haney, two of the
biggest Democrats in the State of Tennessee and
being proud that my parents were here and salut-
ing the new President, Jimmy Carter.

But the years that followed in my formative
years certainly gave me an opportunity and hope
when I saw RONALD REAGAN. I saw the malaise
we were in. Let me say that Jimmy Carter has
proven what a fine and outstanding man he is
over these last 24 years since leaving office. It
was a low point in our country’s history, but he
is a good and decent man; and frankly I will
stand by that vote as a Democrat at that time,
but over those next 4 years at the University of
North Carolina, we saw a real low in our coun-
try’s history and then all of a sudden there was
a new day in 1980, and it seemed like someone
came from the West and actually kind of showed
us the hope and opportunity that you heard re-
peated on this floor over and over and over again.

I can remember as the campaign generated
momentum in 1980 at UNC, my fraternity, the
Sigma Nu house, got real energized about the
campaign and by the convention when they had
that strong conservative Governor from the West
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team up with maybe the best person on paper
that had run in 100 years, George Herbert Walk-
er Bush. It was like that did it. That sealed the
deal. What a great team. And on election night
in fall 1980 we loaded up in cars from UNC. It
was Lee Ives and Tom Nesbit and Tony Floyd
and Allen Miller and Lyn Thornburg and a group
of us, and we drove to Washington, DC, and we
were here that night in 1980 when RONALD
REAGAN was elected President of the United
States.

I was a southern conservative Democrat who
became a Republican. Our entire family shifted
from our party identification over the hope, the
opportunity, the fresh start that RONALD
REAGAN brought to the political process. That
changed the political landscape in the United
States of America, and it moved our country
from what was more left of center to slightly
right of center.

The Founding Fathers did not want things to
change dramatically. This is like a big ship of
state. If you turn it one degree, you arrive at a
different destination. The country went from
being left of center to right of center over the
leadership, the strength and what I would say
is the constancy of RONALD REAGAN. He stood
for something, and he simply articulated to this
country what he stood for, and he never wavered.
When people elect a President, they want a
strong leader who can make a decision, who will
stand his ground. When the wind blows, he
stands firm. RONALD REAGAN did that.

That is why the 8 years is a legacy beyond
measure. As the previous speaker said, in our life-
time, the model, the great leader is RONALD
REAGAN. I salute him. He made a Republican
out of me, and I have been in the House of Rep-
resentatives as a Republican elected official for
10 years. I ran once and lost to get here, and
I am proud of the whole story. I am very typical
of a lot of southern boll weevil conservatives that
believed in that simple limited government, pet-
sonal responsibility, traditional values, strong na-
tional defense, lower taxes, take care of yourself
and your family first and your extended family,
look to the government last, but do it with a
smile on your face and love in your heart. He
is like a father, a big brother, a great leader who
we could trust and have confidence in. Today we

remember a truly great American President,
RONALD WILSON REAGAN.

Hon. Kay Granger

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, I am tempted to begin by saying
that I come to honor the life of RONALD
REAGAN; but the truth is nothing I can say,
nothing anyone can say can speak more loudly
than do REAGAN’s own achievements. His legacy
will endure and his memory will remain.

Many leaders have changed history. RONALD
REAGAN changed the future. How soon we for-
get the environment he inherited in 1981, double-
digit inflation, high interest rates at home, and
Soviet aggression combined with American mal-
aise abroad. Yet through his conviction, his cour-
age, and his commitment, RONALD REAGAN
changed the Nation and the world.

The story of RONALD REAGAN is the story of
America. He was an ordinary man who led a
most extraordinary life. Born in poverty,
REAGAN rose to the greatest political office in
the world. Along the way he did not merely
argue for American values, he lived them. His
determination was matched only by his decency,
his leadership equaled only by his love of coun-
try.

He was a great President who was also a good
man, and he was a man so unlike any other in
politics. Politics is filled with people who go
with the flow, change with the times, and ex-
change principles for polls. These politicians are
like tugboats, pushed back and forth by the
waves. Not REAGAN. He was like a battleship,
always moving forward in its destination, always
certain of victory.

Though he has now left us, his impact never
will. Every time we see a free person in a foreign
land vote in a democratic election, RONALD
REAGAN is there. Every time we see a new job
created through innovation and creativity, RON-
ALD REAGAN is there. And every time we see
an American taking pride in his country, RON-
ALD REAGAN is there.

Ultimately we mourn for ourselves, not for
REAGAN, for his life was one of victory. Like few
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other leaders in history, he lived to see his vision
vindicated. Just as he had predicted, he saw com-
munism repudiated and freedom spread across
the globe.

RONALD REAGAN always knew who he was
and what he believed. He knew why America
was great and why America must lead. We rec-
ognize tonight his achievements and his legacy,
but also let us also remember his style and his
self-deprecating humor. We give him the credit
he did not seek or think important.

At the end of his Presidency, REAGAN was
asked if he objected to all the favorable press cov-
erage that Mikhail Gorbachev got. “Good Lord,
no,” REAGAN responded. “I co-starred with Errol
Flynn once.”

Hon. Trent Franks

OF ARIZONA

Mr. Speaker, tonight it is my deepest heartfelt
honor to remember and to celebrate the life of
RONALD WILSON REAGAN. President REAGAN
was a man of unfettered principle. He was not
afraid to do what was right. And not only was
he not afraid, he was tenaciously committed to
doing only that what he thought was right in
his own heart.

M. Speaker, President REAGAN warned us all
“to beware {of} the temptation ... to ignore the
facts of history and the aggressive impulses of an
evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant
misunderstanding and thereby remove {our-
selves} from the struggle between right and
wrong and good and evil.” Mr. REAGAN under-
stood that some things were worth fighting, even
dying, for, and he was resolute about them in
his heart.

President REAGAN made us all believe that
America still had what it takes to be victorious,
to rise above and out of difficult circumstances,
and to face devastating challenges. He said:

Every promise, every opportunity is still golden in this
land. And through that golden door our children can walk
into tomorrow with the knowledge that no one can be denied
the promise that is America.

Her heart is full; ... her future bright. She has arms big
enough to comfort and strong enough to support.

By the grace of God, those words are still true
today.

Mr. Speaker, President REAGAN on so many
occasions simply shared his wisdom and experi-
ence with us. He stated that “The future doesn’t
belong to the fainthearted; it belongs to the
brave.” I believe he would want us to continue
to make this Nation great by preserving its
goodness. He would want us to continue in the
struggle between right and wrong and good and
evil.

Mr. Speaker, RONALD REAGAN’s life was a
transformed one, one that reflected the light
from within, and he shared that light with all
of us in the brightness and warmth of his smile
and in his grace and good humor.

Mr. REAGAN said this of his Saviour: “He
promised there will never be a dark night that
does not end. And by dying for us, Jesus showed
how far our love should be ready to go: all the
way.” RONALD REAGAN’s dark nights on this
Earth have ended, and he is at this moment in
the presence of his precious Saviour. And now
for Mr. REAGAN each day has a bright new dawn
and a shining sunset, and while he was here, he
went all the way. And, Mr. Speaker, if he could
speak to us one last time, I truly believe that
he would tell us the same message that he told
us so many times before when he said:

You and I have a rendezvous with destiny. We will pre-
serve for our children this, the last best hope of man on earth,
or we will sentence them to take the first step into a thou-
sand years of darkness. If we fail, at least let our children
and our children’s children say of us we justified our brief
moment here. We did all that could be done.

Thank you, Mr. President, for your life, and
thank you for reminding us all of our rendezvous
with destiny.

Hon. Marsha Blackburn

OF TENNESSEE

It is an amazing thing to join our colleagues
tonight and to thank President REAGAN and his
family for their decades of service. And as I have
listened to our colleagues tonight, I thought
about the first time I had the opportunity to see
and hear President REAGAN, and this was back
in the early seventies, and he had come into Jack-
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son, MS, for a Republican Party event. And I at-
tended that event with my parents and was abso-
lutely amazed at several things as I listened to
and watched RONALD REAGAN. It was his
warmth, his ability to communicate, the way he
used simple words for a very strong message, one
that really showed his principle and his commit-
ment in those still convictions that never ever
wavered.

And one of the things that really impressed
me was that this was a man who really loved
America. He loved everything that America
stood for. And I think that it is fitting that we
have a world that stands in awe today as they
look back and they remember those commit-
ments and accomplishments.

Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity to return
today with some of my colleagues from being in
Normandy to celebrate and to commemorate the
6oth anniversary of D-day and the fight for free-
dom that was so important to our allies and also
to our Nation, and to have an opportunity to
share with so many of those individuals their love
of President RONALD REAGAN. And I think they
all saw in him something that we appreciated
and maybe could not always put into words. But
he promised a renewal of American spirit for us,
and by sheer willpower, he made that happen.
And I think, yes, that he believed in us more
than we believed in ourselves as he became the
President of this great country, and he taught
us how to enact that belief.

He also taught us that tax relief would make
our economy boom, and that indeed happened
with an unprecedented economic expansion. He
also showed us how one could say, I am not
going to hide behind diplomatic platitudes, and
I am not going to allow the Soviet Union to
slowly eat away at the West. He simply commu-
nicated the truth about communism and exposed
it for what it was: a cruel system built by thugs
and murderers.

And President REAGAN truly was the quin-
tessential American hero, the smalltown boy
with the can-do attitude who set out with a
dream and ended up changing the world. He had
courage, he had wisdom, and he believed in the
best that there was with America. God bless,
RoONALD REAGAN. He was a true American
original.

Hon. Jerry Lewis

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, from the days I knew RONALD
REAGAN as Governor, and he was a key leader
who sponsored early development of child care
in our State, recognizing the importance of qual-
ity daycare in terms of the future of America’s
children, the environmental Governor who saved
Lake Tahoe, to the days that I had a chance to
watch him rebuild America’s strength by build-
ing our defense, he always was straightforward,
candid with the American people.

And not so long ago he was heard to say:

In closing let me thank you, the American people for giv-
ing me the great honor of allowing me to serve as your Presi-
dent. When the Lord calls me home, whenever that may be,
I will leave with the greatest love for this country of ours
and eternal optimism for its future.

I now begin this journey that will lead me into the sunset

of my life. I know that for America there will always be a
bright dawn ahead.

God bless you, RONALD REAGAN. To Nancy
and their family, all of us share with you our
prayers for our great President, RONALD WILSON
REAGAN.

Hon. Jim Saxton

OF NEW JERSEY

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support this reso-
lution, a fitting tribute to a personal hero of
mine, the g4oth President of these great United
States, President RONALD WILSON REAGAN.

Mr. Speaker, President REAGAN was, and is
today, the personification of all that is good in
America. All that knew him have commented on
the eternal optimism he exuded, much like the
hope America presents to the rest of the world.

He was a beacon of light for freedom and for
freedom-loving people everywhere. The fact is
that today there are not hundreds, not thousands,
but millions of people in the world who live in
freedom, and these people are free because of the
leadership of President RONALD REAGAN. He
had a vision that set this Nation down a path
of greatness that historians shall look back on as
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a vital turning point for not only this country,
but indeed the world as well.

There is an old military axiom that there are
no bad battalions only bad leaders. As a corollary,
I propose that there are no great nations, only
great leaders.

President REAGAN was indeed one of this
country’s greatest leaders. During the 8 years he
was President, he turned this country around
militarily, economically and diplomatically. And
as a result, he stands with many of the great
leaders of our country’s past—Ilike George Wash-
ington, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin Roosevelt,
and Dwight D. Eisenhower.

What he left most importantly was a legacy
of optimism and a restored faith in the American
Presidency. In 1984, the year I was elected to
Congress, President REAGAN said while speaking
to students at Fudan University in Shanghai,
China, “We’re an optimistic people. Like you, we
inherited a vast land of endless skies, tall moun-
tains, rich fields, and open prairies. It made us
see the possibilities in everything. It made us
hopeful.” He made us hopeful even in the face
of adversity.

Who can forget that cold, grim day the hours
after the Challenger disaster, when our Nation
was stunned and weeping? He comforted us with
these words:

We will never forget them, nor the last time we saw them,
this morning, as they prepared for their journey and waved
good-bye and “slipped the surly bonds of earth” to “touch
the face of God.”

And today we, as American people, are com-
forted for it is most certain that as he heads on
his final journey, we wave goodbye to our 4oth
President as he “ ‘slip{s} the surly bonds of earth’
to ‘touch the face of God.”” Well done, Mr.
President. I will miss you and America will miss
you, but we will never forget you.

Hon. Madeleine Z. Bordallo

OF GUAM

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
RONALD REAGAN—a beloved President who
changed America and the world.

I first want to express my deepest condolences
to Former First Lady Nancy Reagan and the

Reagan family. An entire Nation shares your sad-
ness over the loss of our former President, a man
of humble beginnings who rose to capture our
hearts and minds, our hopes, and our aspirations.

RONALD REAGAN embodied the spirit of what
it means to be an American. As much as he was
a leader of the people, he was also a product of
the people, which helped him to relate with peo-
ple from all different backgrounds. He was born
to a working family in a small rural town, and
brought up to respect traditional values such as
family, hard work, God and country. Blessed
with an unmistakably entrepreneurial spirit, he
set out to pursue the American dream.

RONALD REAGAN lived through and endured
tremendous economic hardship during the Great
Depression. Despite these challenges, he put
himself through college by earning a scholarship,
washing dishes, waiting tables, all while sending
some of his earnings home to his parents to help
support his family. His strong character was
forged by hard work.

Driven by the belief that all people should be
able to live freely, RONALD REAGAN joined the
American people and the world community to
rally against the tyrannical oppression of the Axis
powers and to defeat Nazism in Europe. United
behind the many brave soldiers fighting for free-
dom in Europe and the Pacific, RONALD
REAGAN volunteered his talents to create instruc-
tional videos critical to the training of Army re-
cruits during World War II. A staunch defender
of freedom and democracy, RONALD REAGAN
would, after the defeat of the Axis powers, turn
his attention to vanquishing from the world an-
other threat to liberty: communism.

RONALD REAGAN began his political ascend-
ancy in 1966 during his campaign for Governor
of California. He would go on to win the first
of two terms as California’s Governor before
reaching the White House in 1980. His conserv-
atism appealed to many across political and cul-
tural lines. We will always remember his opti-
mism and confidence in America’s future.

From “sea to shining sea,” President REAGAN
recognized the importance and value of every in-
dividual and every community to our country’s
strength. On two separate occasions, President
REAGAN visited Guam, America’s most distant
territory. On these occasions, I had the honor of
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hosting President REAGAN as First Lady of
Guam along with my husband Governor Ricky
Bordallo, experiences I remember fondly. Don-
ning island wear rather than more formal busi-
ness attire, President REAGAN was approachable
and personable and put those around him at ease.
His charm and grace left a lasting impression on
those he came into contact with. He was as gen-
uine and real in person as he was behind the po-
dium or in front of the camera.

He recognized the importance of Guam in
promoting American values in the region, calling
our island “America’s flagship in the western Pa-
cific.” President REAGAN declared:

It’s said that it’s here on Guam each morning that the
Sun first casts its rays upon the Stars and Stripes. Well, my
friends, I can’t think of a more beautiful way for America’s
day to begin.

While these words are recorded in history, it
is the grace and sincerity with which he delivered
those words that are remembered by the people
of Guam.

The outpouring of love and affection President
REAGAN has received from family, friends and
the entire American family is a testament to his
life and all of those he touched. Through cour-
age, clarity and compassion, he led the people
of this great Nation and the entire world from
the perils of the cold war to the hope of liberty,
freedom and dignity. His spirit will continue to
live in the hearts and minds of all of us for whom
he dedicated his life of public service. The advent
of freedom in the former Soviet bloc and the
spread of democracy throughout the world will
forever be linked to his famous challenge, “Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” On behalf of
myself and the people of Guam, I want to say
“Adios, esta ki.” Goodbye until we meet again.

Hon. Gene Green

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, Americans and people across the
world respect and admire RONALD REAGAN. My
greatest admiration is for his steadfast opposition
to communist threats to our national security and
the security of our allies.

Many credit RONALD REAGAN for winning
the cold war, a bipartisan war begun under Presi-
dent Truman and lasting 45 years under bipar-
tisan U.S. When
REAGAN spoke out against the evils of com-

Governments. President
munism, as he often did, he spoke out for all
Americans: Republican, Democrat, and Inde-
pendent.

In this struggle, President

REAGAN excelled by working with America’s

long-running

strong belief in freedom and our patriotic love
for our country.

He was instrumental in keeping the Nation
united against the threat that Soviet communism
posed to our national security, an important and
difficult task after the domestic and foreign pol-
icy conflicts of the sixties and seventies.

President REAGAN’s ability to lead a united
America during 8 years of bipartisan government
is conclusive proof that he was a natural leader
who knew to treat all Americans with dignity
and respect. The sincerity of his patriotism and
his beliefs were crucial for uniting America
against the threats of communism. Any Amer-
ican leader could learn from him.

REAGAN was also inspiring for an America hit
by tragedy. His underlying faith in America and
Americans shone through in a powerful speech
after the Challenger tragedy.

He made it clear, when directly addressing the
millions of American schoolchildren who had
watched the disaster, that tragedy was a painful
setback, but was no reversal. The President said
on January 28, 1986: “The future doesn’t belong
to the fainthearted; it belongs to the brave. The
Challenger crew was pulling us into the future,
and we’ll continue to follow them.” That also ap-
plies today.

By bringing America to common terms during
international tyranny and national tragedy rein-
forced the strong, shared goals of the American
people: to live in freedom, to excel in technology,
and to believe in something larger than our-

selves.

Today we mourn the passing of an American
giant.
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Hon. Tim Holden

OF PENNSYLVANIA

M. Speaker, this weekend marked the passing
of one of the most influential Presidents of our
era. Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife,
Nancy, and his children at this difficult time.

President REAGAN was an American icon. No
matter what your politics, he had a special way
of making every citizen feel good about their
country. He made us proud to be Americans. He
will be forever remembered for his warmth and
the respect he accorded others.

Even when he disagreed with those who did
not share his political philosophy, President
REAGAN lived by the noble ideal that at the end
of the day, partisanship ended and we are all fel-
low Americans and friends. He taught us that
there is a big difference between strong beliefs
and bitter partisanship.

President REAGAN is credited with many great
accomplishments, not the least of which is end-
ing the cold war. In spite of all he achieved, he
once said, “that the greatest leader is not the one
who does great things—it is the one who gets
the people to do the greatest things.” RONALD
REAGAN’s glass was always half full. His opti-
mism, his patriotism and his sense of duty in-
spired several generations of Americans to do
great things.

In life, President REAGAN enjoyed the affec-
tion of a grateful Nation. We all join together
to mourn the passing of this great American.

Hon. Joe Baca

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the life of RON-
ALD REAGAN, the 4oth President of the United
States. I am proud to be a co-sponsor of Con-
gressman Lewis’ resolution. Today, Republicans
and Democrats alike honor in unity the life of
a man who left a permanent mark on the history
of our Nation and the world.

Today we praise the life and accomplishments
of the Great Communicator, and we give our
condolences to Nancy, and the entire Reagan

family. President RONALD REAGAN was a man
who meant much to all free peoples in the world
through his many noble accomplishments. Presi-
dent REAGAN’s policies, many of which I dis-
agreed with, were nevertheless motivated by a
commitment to preserve and enhance our Na-
tion’s greatness. I remain firm in my admiration
of this great leader whose intellectual integrity
was always unquestioned.

As the oldest serving President in American
history, President REAGAN was an inspiration for
seniors. He showed us that youthfulness can be
found in people of all ages, and that life does
not expire at 65. When President REAGAN was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, he brought
awareness and understanding to an illness that
is too often ignored.

President REAGAN will be remembered for his
dedication to the American dream. Although
many Americans may have disagreed with his
policies, they were still inspired by his enthu-
siasm and optimism.

President REAGAN should be remembered not
just for his role in Washington, but for his hard
work in the State of California as well. As Gov-
ernor of California for 8 years, he led the State
with dedication and commitment to his convic-
tions. As an actor, he provided us with entertain-
ment in over 5O motion pictures.

On behalf of myself, the residents of the 43d
Congressional District in California, and a grate-
ful world that is safer and freer, I pay homage
to President RONALD REAGAN—Ieader, states-
man, actor, father, husband and American hero.

And now, let’s make this resolution “one for
the GIPPER.”

Hon. Lincoln Diaz-Balart

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a man
whom I believe to be the greatest President of
the 20th century.

President RONALD REAGAN succeeded in de-
feating the most powerful and dangerous military
empire in the history of humanity without firing
a single shot. REAGAN knew instinctively that,
despite the imperfections inherent in every
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human enterprise, the United States of America
represents good and communism represents evil.

President REAGAN never wavered in his con-
viction that freedom is the birthright of all man-
kind. His firm belief that freedom is the inalien-
able right of all people changed the world, and
is his most enduring legacy. However he also re-
alized the liberties we hold sacred must be con-
stantly protected against the forces of tyranny
and oppression. President REAGAN proved that
when one fights for justice, for human rights,
and for the liberty of those suffering under re-
pression, one must persevere in spite of the
strength of the opposition and the apparent mag-
nitude of the obstacles one must confront.

The enemies of the United States never forgave
him for his firmness, for his character, for his
faith in the people of the United States and in
the cause of liberty. Even in his death they con-
tinue to attack him. This hatred is evidenced by
the declaration made by the tyrannical regime in
Havana yesterday, “He, who never should have
been born, has died.” That monstrous statement
illustrates the ultimate evil of the tyrant who has
enslaved the Cuban people for over 45 years.
President REAGAN knew that Castro, and every
communist tyranny, represents the antithesis of
liberty, freedom and human dignity.

At home, RONALD REAGAN forever changed
the political landscape of America. He was a
union leader. In fact, he was the only President
in the history of the United States to have been
a union leader. He was also at first a member
of the Democratic Party, having campaigned for
Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman. However,
ideas and times change. When he became a Re-
publican at the age of 52, he convinced millions
of members of his former party that the superior
ideas and the better reforms of our age belonged
to the Republican Party. Inspired by his leader-
ship and his example, my brother, Congressman
Mario Diaz-Balart and I proudly became Repub-
licans.

May RONALD WILSON REAGAN, apostle of
freedom, democracy and human rights, rest in
peace.

Hon. Darrell E. Issa

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, on this second week of June, 17
years ago, President RONALD REAGAN stood in
the then-divided city of Berlin, and called on So-
viet Leader Mikhail Gorbachev to, “tear down
this wall!” President REAGAN’s critics at home
called his speech a publicity ploy. The Soviets
and East Germans called it an infringement of
East German sovereignty—unwarranted med-
dling by the American President. Two years
later, the wall came down.

President REAGAN was a leader with foresight
and strong conviction. He believed in America—
then he made America believe in itself again. He
valued freedom—so he brought it to those who
had none.

Through wise policies, force of will, and a
kind demeanor, President REAGAN conveyed
strength and determination alongside reason and
optimism to America and those who yearned for
freedom behind the Iron Curtain. He never
doubted what could do—and he
wouldn’t let us doubt ourselves. When tragedy

America

struck, he told us to move forward—and we lis-
tened.

RONALD REAGAN knew America. He knew
what was right about our Nation, what was right
for our Nation, and what America could set right
in the world. RONALD REAGAN led America and
the rest of the free world against communism.
When his work was finished, the free world had
expanded by over 400 million people in 27 coun-
tries.

Today, soldiers from these new democracies
fight side by side with Americans against the
new enemies of freedom in Iraq and Afghanistan.
President REAGAN showed us that freedom can
tear down walls. He reaffirmed for us that Amer-
ica is a force for good in the world, and that our
proudest achievements will never come without
criticism or sacrifice.

I never had the opportunity to meet RONALD
REAGAN, but knew him, like most Americans,
as someone who had faith in our ability to
achieve great things for ourselves and the world.

Mr. Speaker, history will remember RONALD
REAGAN for bringing freedom to more people
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throughout the world than has ever been done
before. The America and the world RONALD
REAGAN leaves behind is a better place because
of him.

President REAGAN, we still carry the con-
fidence you gave our Nation and will never for-
get what we accomplished together. A grateful
Nation thanks you.

Hon. Steve King

OF IOWA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the memory
of President RONALD REAGAN.

RONALD REAGAN leaves an enduring legacy
of character and a dedication to the American
ideal of liberty. His philosophy and values were
not political calculation; they were inscribed in
his heart.

I recognize RONALD REAGAN as a true leader
that remained true to American principles of the
individual over government, sense of duty toward
neighbors, and expansion of freedom.

Moreover, REAGAN was a man with vision on
a grand scale. He knew America’s greatest
achievement was spreading democracy through-
out the world. He was resolute in this endeavor
and faced each challenge with both vigilance and
grace. No American did more to spread the gift
of liberty and respect for human dignity to peo-
ple who had never enjoyed them. No American
did more to persuade our Nation that the con-
tribution of democracy and human rights to all
is the proper goal of the United States.

Throughout our history, when evil and iniq-
uity has been the common enemy, Americans
have displayed a resolve to create a better country
and a better world. RONALD REAGAN personified
that American trait. REAGAN’s service is consid-
ered recent in history’s timeline, but his char-
acter and deeds are a model of leadership for all
time. We need to remember in our hearts the
dedication to higher purpose. We are dutybound
to advance each society to RONALD REAGAN’s
“shining city on the hill.”

Thank you Mr. Speaker. I conclude by saying
that this week’s passing should not be seen as

the loss of a man but rather the beginning of
a legend.

Hon. Ginny Brown-Waite
OF FLORIDA
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to add my voice to

of RONALD
REAGAN. On a similar occasion over a century

the chorus extolling the life
ago, Lincoln said of Washington, “How do you
add glory to the Sun?” And I must confess, I
feel the same futility at trying to add my few
words to a life and legacy that shines so bright.

RONALD REAGAN came to the stage when it
appeared that America was grasping at the com-
plexities of modernity. Inflation, recession, and
unemployment appeared permanent and the light
of freedom appeared to be dim. Europe was en-
thralled with socialism and communism and the
American exception was denounced as arrogant
and on the edge of failure. Much like today, we
were told what we needed was more government
not less; higher taxation, not less; more regula-
tion, not less. REAGAN saw all of this and he
smiled.

I was at his inauguration. When he said “It
is time for us to realize that we’re too great a
nation to limit ourselves to small dreams,” my
spine stiffened. I got goose bumps when he
called out “that peace is the highest aspiration
of the American people. We will negotiate for
it, sacrifice for it; we will not surrender for it,
now or ever.”

From that day, I knew America was back. You
see many people speak of the Reagan revolution.
I like to think of it as the Reagan restoration.
REAGAN restored our optimism, our belief in our
ability to create, and the belief that God put man
on this Earth to be free and made America to
prove it.

I was in Washington the day REAGAN was
shot. I held my breath and was glued to the tele-
vision. The humor, strength and courage that
were REAGAN’s came through and, along with
the rest of America, I laughed when he said,
“Honey, I forgot to duck.”

RONALD REAGAN changed the paradigm. He
changed America’s foreign policy from one of be-
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nign containment to active confrontation and for
the first time since communism began extending
its sinister reach, we saw its hand pushed back,
and that gave us hope.

REAGAN confronted the evil he saw in the
world and he did it without apology. He battled
communism. He armed the resistance in Afghan-
istan; he sent troops to Grenada; Lebanon; and
Pershings to Europe. In a courageous move he
walked away from negotiations at Reykjavik. To
the cries of the left and chattering classes he held
firm to the belief that America never should and
never would surrender her right to defend her-
self. Mikhail Gorbachev has said Reykjavik was
the turning point. His strength broke the back
of the Soviets.

Before the British Parliament, REAGAN envis-
aged that the last pages of communism were
being written and in those famous words pre-
dicted that totalitarianism would be consigned to
the “ash heap of history.” He was derided. Yet
few could know how prophetic his words would
be, or how fast the fall would come.

In 1989, Soviet citizens voted for the first time.
Prodemocracy demonstrations were held in
Tiananmen Square. Lech Walesa was elected
president of Poland. Shortly thereafter, the East-
ern European Soviet bloc closed the door on com-
munism for democracy. In November, the Berlin
Wall was opened and, as REAGAN would have
it, an anonymous German struck the first blow
at tearing down the wall. The following year, free
elections defeated the communist Sandinistas and
the Soviet Union was dissolved. The light of free-
dom extended its reach.

REAGAN has been so often called the Great
Communicator, but I like to think about his
time in office and his legacy in a different way.
His victory was not of communication, but a tri-
umph of content—the content of his ideas. He
reignited the light of freedom. He cut taxes and
regulation and in 8 years created 19 million jobs.
He reminded us that the path to prosperity was
one of individual freedom and personal responsi-
bility. As REAGAN has said, these were not his
ideas, but they were American ideas. REAGAN
thought his revolution was “more like the great
rediscovery, a rediscovery of our values and our
common sense.”

So, as we honor President REAGAN let us re-
member his humility, his dignity, his kind words
and most of all his courage. Let us honor the leg-
acy of President REAGAN with a renewed com-
mitment to the exceptionalism that makes us
American. Let us renew freedom’s promise to
those who live in oppressive tyranny. Let us
renew our determination, our courage, and our
strength. And let us renew our faith and our
hope.

There are many who stand against freedom
and peace. There are many who criticize and
compromise, but let us honor RONALD REAGAN
by standing firm, with resolve, in this time of

war.
We can do it. Why? As REAGAN would say,
“after all, ... {we} are Americans.”

Hon. Nick Smith
OF MICHIGAN
Mr. Speaker, I share with my colleagues a
poem by Albert Carey Caswell.

AND TO THIS END

(By Albert Carey Caswell)
And to this end

Approach Heaven, our True American Hero ... America’s
finest of all true friends
Rest now ... our Great American Patriot ... as up to Heaven

your magnificent soul as so ascends.

And to this end

And oh, what to this our Country you have so been

With that, your warm smile and that thick brown hair ...
and what your heart of gold has so meant.

And to this end

The promise, and your gift ... the pride and the respect ...
believing in us as if ... as you'd begin

Bringing your Nation back to shore, our savior ... rescuing
& seeing the light that others so ignored.

And to this end

Breaking down walls, hearing the children’s calls ... wearing
your heart on your sleeve

To believe ... In God and Country, and in all of those things
which made us free ... all in you we see.

And to this end

To dream ... to start from nothing, as it would so seem

As was yours ... this The Great American Dream ... as is
this, our Nation’s greatest of all themes.

And to this end

Returning and The Pride and The Respect ...

greatest of all assets

to America’s
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Her fighting Women & Men ... her one true fine reason
why we all can dream, you'd not let us forget.

And to this end

As you brought the light, into that battle against the dark-
ness ... this your courageous fight

As you have brought us hope, where there was none ... as
your journey begun ... for what was right.

And to this end

Yes, RON ...
friend

And to you, I so salute ...

there are jelly beans up in Heaven my dear

this one’s for you GIPPER ...
as the swollen tear drops so roll down my chin.
And to this end ... “Well, There You Go Again”

And now, and forever ... whenever, I look into our flag ...

T'll see your face
For such men of heart, such men of warmth & character &
grace, Heaven ... so surely holds a place.

Mzr. Speaker, people say that a truly great ath-
lete is not only gifted himself, he makes those
who play with him better. The same is true of
President REAGAN, who not only led the coun-
try, but restored America’s confidence. He re-
newed our sense of America’s goodness and
America’s greatness. And with that assurance, the
American people achieved great things.

When REAGAN came into office, America was
demoralized. President Carter had even spoken of
our malaise. Watergate and our defeat in Viet-
nam shook our self-confidence. We surrendered
control over the Panama Canal which we had
built.

The Soviet Union was at the height of its
power and communism seemed to be on the
march. After Vietnam fell to the communists,
Cambodia followed. The Sandinistas took control
in Nicaragua and communist insurgencies were
under way in Ethiopia, Angola, and Mozam-
bique. The Soviets invaded Afghanistan in 1979
and were in the process of suppressing the Soli-
darity movement in Poland.

At the same time, the Shah fell in Iran, and
supporters of Ayatollah Khomeini held 52 Amer-
icans hostage for more than a year at our Em-
bassy in Tehran. Worse, the American military
expedition to free them failed in the desert, with
the crash of two helicopters and the death of
eight servicemen.

The economic situation was just as dire. In
1980, inflation stood at 13.5 percent, and interest
rates reached 21 percent. The turmoil in the Mid-
dle East sparked gasoline shortages. People wait-
ed for hours in line just to fill up their cars and

worried about people stealing the gas out of their
tanks.

People lost their optimism. America no longer
seemed special, or a world leader. It felt like the
divine spark at the center of the American exper-
iment had gone out.

It was RONALD REAGAN who turned it
around. He never lost faith in the American peo-
ple. And he had enough optimism to restore our
lost confidence and get America back on its feet.

He believed we could restore our economy—
and we did. By 1990 the U.S. economy had
grown by a third, or roughly the size of the en-
tire German economy. And 35 million jobs were
created.

He believed we could stand up proudly for
American values around the world and stand up
to the Soviet Union—and we did. It was Presi-
dent REAGAN’s resolve that halted the march of
communism in Central America, and in Afghani-
stan. It was REAGAN’s resolve that nurtured the
Solidarity movement in Poland, and gave heart
to the dissidents of the Soviet bloc. Ultimately
it was President REAGAN’s faith in American
ideals that led to the fall of the Berlin Wall and
the liberation of Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union.

It was that leadership and vision for America
that made RONALD REAGAN special. Like FDR
during the Depression, he taught us that there
was nothing to fear but fear itself. Like Winston
Churchill during World War II, he spoke for an
entire nation at a time of stress. It restored our
confidence, and that made all the difference.

Let us remember RONALD REAGAN. Let us re-
member what RONALD REAGAN wanted for
America. He wanted us always to be that “shin-
ing city on a hill.” And he wanted us to know
that America’s best days always lie ahead.

May God bless RONALD REAGAN and Mrs.
Reagan and may God bless America.

Hon. Frank R. Wolf
OF VIRGINIA
Mr. Speaker, I join today with others in the

House in expressing deepest condolences to
Nancy Reagan and the Reagan family on the
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passing of RONALD WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth
President of the United States of America, and
in paying tribute to President REAGAN as we re-
member his Presidency and what he meant to our
country and indeed to the world.

I deeply admired and respected President
REAGAN. I had the good fortune to run for the
1oth District of Virginia seat in Congress in No-
vember 1980 when he was elected to his first
term. Some called my victory then “on
REAGAN’s coattails.” I have no doubt I'm in
Congress today because of him.

I will always be grateful that after my two un-
successful bids for Congress, RONALD REAGAN
led the ticket that I was on and I became a mem-
ber of the class of 1980.

As we remember President REAGAN today, I
have been moved by the outpouring of love and
support we have been seeing over the past few
days across our Nation and especially in Cali-
fornia, where he served the Golden State as Gov-
ernor for two terms.

“Thank you, President REAGAN. You made us
proud again.”

That was the sentiment on one of the many
posters and other mementos in memory of Presi-
dent REAGAN placed outside the entrance to his
Presidential library in Simi Valley, CA, the day
after his death on June 5. And that sentiment
could well sum up the legacy of President
REAGAN, who lost his 10-year battle with Alz-
heimer’s disease at age 93.

He was the leader of our Nation when Ameri-
cans needed to know and more importantly to
believe that indeed it was “morning again in
America,” and the best was yet to come for our
great country—that we could be proud to stand
up and be called Americans. He made us feel
good again. He gave us hope. He inspired us.
He gave us optimism because he was an opti-
mist.

And when we needed to be comforted at a
time of our own Nation’s mourning in the wake
of the space shuttle Challenger disaster in 1986,
he was there for us, speaking to us much like
a father, telling us it would be all right:

It’s all part of the process of exploration and discovery.
It’s all part of taking a chance and expanding man’s horizons.
The future doesn’t belong to the fainthearted; it belongs to

the brave. ... Nothing ends here; our hopes and our journeys
continue.

The June 7 edition of National Journal's Hotline
headlined, “RONALD WILSON REAGAN,” de-
scribed Mr. REAGAN’s Presidency well:

The optimism of Morning in America left little room for
mourning in America. So instead of grief, there is respect
for the man, celebration of his boldness, relief for his widow,
and memories of leadership with purpose, grace and humor.

He literally disarmed his enemies aboard with his tenacity.
He gently disarmed his political enemies at home with his
modesty. If he was overestimated as an actor, he was under-
estimated as a political leader. Because he never quite fit in
with official Washington, he stayed connected inseparably
with the people. And for an entire generation of Americans,
he defined the Presidency.

He dreamt, acted out, and embodied the American dream.
He was a leader. Those who agreed with his policies cherished
his principles. Those who doubted his capacities wondered
at his accomplishments.

Friend and foe have come to see him as an American icon,
whose light may forever shine from his city on the hill.

In many ways, President REAGAN’s profound
conviction that every human being had the right
to live in freedom inspired my work for humani-
tarian and human rights causes. While he didn’t
always outwardly show it, he was a man of deep
faith. He said in a speech before the House of
Commons in 1982:

We must be staunch in our conviction that freedom is not
the sole prerogative of a lucky few, but the inalienable and
universal right of all human beings.

I saw a poignant television news report from
southern California on Sunday evening which
also reminded me that another crucial part of his
legacy belongs not only to America, but to the
world. A woman was interviewed. She was hold-
ing a bouquet of flowers. Tears were streaming
down her face.

She had a broken English accent and identified
herself as a Russian emigrant. She said she had
to come to the makeshift memorial outside the
funeral home where President REAGAN was rest-
ing because, “I owe my life to President
REAGAN.”

I was also reminded of how President REAGAN
gave hope to the persecuted peoples of the world
when I read an opinion article from the June 6
edition of the Jerusalem Post written by former
Soviet political dissident Natan Sharansky. I will
insert the entire text of that article for the Record.
Mr. Sharansky wrote:

In 1983, 1 was confined to an eight-by-ten-foot prison cell
on the border of Siberia. My Soviet jailers gave me the privi-
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lege of reading the latest copy of Pravda. Splashed across the
front page was a condemnation of President RONALD
REAGAN for having the temerity to call the Soviet Union
an “evil empire.” Tapping on walls and talking through toi-
lets, word of REAGAN’s “provocation” quickly spread
throughout the prison. We dissidents were ecstatic. Finally,
the leader of the free world had spoken the truth—a truth
that burned inside the heart of each and every one of us.

Who will ever forget RONALD REAGAN call-
ing the Soviet Union an evil empire and his chal-
lenge to then-Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev
outside the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin: “Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

And who would ever have imagined the rela-
tionship President REAGAN forged with Mr.
Gorbachev which ultimately led to the fall of
communism and indeed, the tearing down of the
Berlin Wall. Mikhail Gorbachev will honor that
legacy of President REAGAN by his attendance
at Mr. REAGAN’s funeral service at the National
Cathedral in Washington on Friday, June 11.

RONALD REAGAN was a remarkable man and
I believe will be remembered by history as one
of the greatest Presidents of our Nation. I will
close by sharing his own words spoken in August
1992 about how he wanted to be remembered:

{Wkhatever else history may say about me when I'm gone,
I hope it will record that I appealed to your best hopes, not
your worst fears, to your confidence rather than your doubts.
... May all of you as Americans never forget your heroic ori-

gins, never fail to seek divine guidance, and never lose your
natural, God-given optimism.

We thank God for the life of RONALD WIL-
SON REAGAN.

Republican Members who were elected in 1980
on the ticket with President REAGAN:

Wendell Bailey, Missouri; Cleve Benedict, West Virginia;
Tom Bliley, Virginia; Hank Brown, Colorado; Greg Carman,
New York; Gene Chappie, California; Dan Coats, Indiana;
Jim Coyne, Pennsylvania; Larry Craig, Idaho; Hal Daub, Ne-
braska; Larry DeNardis, Connecticut; David Dreier, Cali-
fornia; Jim Dunn, Michigan; Bill Emerson, Missouri; T. Coo-
per Evans, Iowa; Bobbi Fiedler, California; Jack Fields, Texas;
Steve Gunderson, Wisconsin; and Judd Gregg, New Hamp-
shire.

James Hansen, Utah; Tommy Hartnett, South Carolina;
Bill Hendon, North Carolina; John (Jack) Hiler, Indiana;
Duncan Hunter, California; Gene Johnston, North Carolina;
John LeBoutillier, New York; Bill Lowery, California; Bill
McCollum, Florida; Bob McEwen, Ohio; Ray McGrath, New
York; David Martin, New York; Lynn Martin, Illinois; Guy
Molinari, New York; Sid Morrison, Washington; John Na-
pier, South Carolina; and Jim Nelligan, Pennsylvania.

Mike Oxley, Ohio; Stan Parris, Virginia; Clint Roberts,
South Dakota; Pat Roberts, Kansas; Hal Rogers, Kentucky;
Marge Roukema, New Jersey; Claudine Schneider, Rhode Is-
land; Clay Shaw, Florida; Mark Siljander, Michigan; Joe
Skeen, New Mexico; Albert Lee Smith, Alabama; Chris
Smith, New Jersey; Denny Smith, Oregon; David (Mick)
Staton, West Virginia; Ed Weber, Ohio; Vin Weber, Min-
nesota; Frank Wolf, Virginia; and George Wortley, New
York.

{From the Jerusalem Post, June 6, 2004}
THE PRISONERS’ CONSCIENCE

(By Natan Sharansky)

In 1983, I was confined to an eight-by-ten-foot prison cell
on the border of Siberia. My Soviet jailers gave me the privi-
lege of reading the latest copy of Pravda. Splashed across the
front page was a condemnation of President RONALD
REAGAN for having the temerity to call the Soviet Union
an “evil empire.” Tapping on walls and talking through toi-
lets, word of REAGAN’s “provocation” quickly spread
throughout the prison. We dissidents were ecstatic. Finally,
the leader of the free world had spoken the truth—a truth
that burned inside the heart of each and every one of us.

At the time, I never imagined that three years later, I
would be in the White House telling this story to the presi-
dent. When he summoned some of his staff to hear what
I had said, I understood that there had been much criticism
of REAGAN’s decision to cast the struggle between the super-
powers as a battle between good and evil. Well, REAGAN
was right and his critics were wrong.

Those same critics used to love calling REAGAN a sim-
pleton who saw the world through a primitive ideological
prism and who would convey his ideas through jokes and
anecdotes. In our first meeting, he told me that Soviet pre-
mier Brezhnev and Kosygin, his second-in-command, were
discussing whether they should allow freedom of emigration.
“Look, America’s really pressuring us,” Brezhnev said,
“maybe we should just open up the gates. The problem is,
we might be the only two people who wouldn’t leave.” To
which Kosygin replied, “Speak for yourself.”

What his critics didn’t seem to understand was that the
jokes and anecdotes that so endeared REAGAN to people were
merely his way of expressing fundamental truths in a way
that everyone could understand.

REAGAN’s tendency to confuse names and dates, something
I, too, experienced first-hand, also made him the target of
ridicule. In September 1987, a few months before a summit
meeting with Gorbachev in Washington, I met with
REAGAN to ask him what he thought about the idea of hold-
ing a massive rally of hundreds of thousands of people on
behalf of Soviet Jewry during the summit. Some Jewish lead-
ers, concerned that if the rally were held Jews would be ac-
cused of undermining a renewed hope for peace between the
superpowers, had expressed reservations about such a frontal
challenge to the Soviet premier.

Seeing me together for the first time with my wife Avital,
who had fought for many years for my release, REAGAN
greeted us like a proud grandparent, knowing he had played
an important role in securing my freedom. He told us about
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his commitment to Soviet Jewry. “My dear Mr. and Mrs.
Shevardnadze,” he said, “I just spoke with Soviet Foreign
Minister Sharansky, and I said you better let those Jews go.”

Not wanting to embarrass the president over his mistake,
I quickly asked him about the rally, outlining the concerns
raised by some of my colleagues. His response was imme-
diate: “Do you think I am interested in a friendship with
the Soviets if they continue to keep their people in prison?
You do what you believe is right.”

REAGAN may have confused names and dates, but his
moral compass was always good. Today’s leaders, in contrast,
may know their facts and figures, but are often woefully con-
fused about what should be the simplest distinctions between
freedom and tyranny, democrats and terrorists.

The legacy of president REAGAN will surely endure.
Armed with moral clarity, a deep faith in freedom, and the
courage to follow his convictions, he was instrumental in
helping the West win the Cold War and hundreds of mil-
lions of people behind the Iron Curtain win their freedom.

As one of those people, I can only express my deepest grat-
itude to this great leader. Believe me, I will take moral clar-
ity and Shevardnadze any day.

Hon. Eni F.H. Faleomavaega

OF AMERICAN SAMOA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
former President RONALD REAGAN who passed
away on Saturday June 5, 2004. At this time, I
extend my deepest condolences to his loving
wife, Nancy, and his children, and I join with
our Nation in mourning the loss of a great lead-
er.

RONALD WILSON REAGAN was born in Tam-
pico, IL, to Nelle Wilson and John Edward
“Jack” Reagan. In 1928, RONALD REAGAN grad-
uated from Dixon High School where he served
as student body president. From 1928 to 1932,
REAGAN attended Eureka College, a small liberal
arts institution in Illinois. He majored in eco-
nomics and sociology.

In 1937, REAGAN enlisted in the Army Reserve
as a private and was soon promoted to second
lieutenant in the Officers Reserve Corps of the
Cavalry. While in the Army, an agent for War-
ner Brothers discovered RONALD REAGAN. In
1940, REAGAN wed Jane Wyman.

In 1942, the Army Air Force called REAGAN
to active duty. He was assigned to the First Mo-
tion Picture Unit in Culver City, CA, where he
made over 400 training films. REAGAN was dis-

charged from the Army in 1945 at the rank of
captain.

After the war, REAGAN resumed his acting ca-
reer and in 1952 wed Nancy Davis. In 1956,
REAGAN campaigned as a Democrat for Eisen-
hower. In 1960, he campaigned for Richard
Nixon. In 1962, he officially changed his party
registration to Republican.

In 1966, REAGAN was elected Governor of
California and was reelected in 1970. On Novem-
ber 4, 1980, RONALD WILSON REAGAN became
the 4oth President of the United States.

RONALD REAGAN wished to be remembered
as the President who wanted Americans to be-
lieve in themselves. We will remember him for
much more.

We will remember RONALD REAGAN as a po-
litical leader who worked diligently to stimulate
economic growth, increase employment and
strengthen national defense. He was the Great
Communicator whose words and actions spoke of
honor and peace.

Through his convictions, we witnessed the fall
of the Berlin Wall and the end of the cold war.
“Peace through strength” is what he sought and
achieved.

In his own words taken from 1986 as he sought
to comfort us after the Challenger disaster:

We will never forget {him}, nor the last time we saw
{him} ... as {he} prepared for fhis} journey and waved

good-bye and “slipped the surly bonds of earth” to “touch
the face of God.”

Hon. Randy “Duke” Cunningham

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor and mourn the
passing of one of the greatest Presidents in
American history—RONALD WILSON REAGAN.
This leader was a man of clear vision, principle
and conviction, a Great Communicator, and an
individual who had perhaps one of the greatest
influences on my life.

An eternal optimist with a can-do spirit,
President REAGAN once said in my hometown
of San Diego:

You know, the United States was never meant to be a sec-

ond-best nation. ... we set our sights on the stars, and we’re

going for the gold.
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He also believed that this forward-looking su-
perpower Nation could transform the global pic-
ture.

He came to the job armed with one under-
lying philosophy: Freedom. Freedom for the
economy, for individuals, our Nation, and people
around the globe.

RONALD REAGAN brought our economy back
to life. It was his policies that ultimately put
Congress on a course to the fiscal discipline that
spurred a balanced budget and economic growth.

President REAGAN followed through on his
pledge to restore our military, and he brought
back the pride associated with serving this Na-
tion.

Despite the rhetoric and good intentions of
those on the other side of the political spectrum,
it was RONALD REAGAN who actually initiated
the disarmament of whole classes of nuclear
weapons. Perhaps his greatest legacy will be that
of bringing an end to the cold war. Staring down
repressive governments and challenging them to
a new way of life, he brought freedom to millions
of people around the globe.

Using old Navy terms to describe his first
term, President REAGAN once said, “We've taken
control of the ship of state and changed direc-
tion. And what are we going to do now? Well,
the way I see it, it’s all ahead full, no turning
back.”

For his imprint on history, for his legacy
which will be felt for generations to come, this
Nation owes President REAGAN a debt of grati-
tude.

I am pleased that one of the President’s many
legacies is the Navy’s newest nuclear carrier, the
USS Ronald Reagan. That ship recently set sail
from Norfolk for its rightful home in San Diego.

Throughout his political career, President
REAGAN always concluded his campaigns in San
Diego. He called it his lucky city. It is only fit-
ting that our “shining city on the hill,” San
Diego, will be called home to the USS Reagan.
This ship is perhaps the most fitting tribute to
RONALD REAGAN's legacy of strength and secu-
rity, to the imprint he had on our past and the
promise that we hold for the future.

We anxiously await the arrival of the Reagan,
and welcome it to the lucky city. The way I see
it, it’s all ahead full, no turning back.

Hon. Jim Kolbe

OF ARIZONA

Mr. Speaker, RONALD REAGAN's passing gives
this Nation an opportunity to reflect on the can-
do attitude that he exuded and the greatness of
the American people that he believed in. He was
the essential American, a President born in mid-
America, instilled with solid midwestern values.
He had a deep love affair with the American peo-
ple, and they with him. Like Franklin Roosevelt,
he was an American icon, and like Roosevelt, he
had an uncanny ability to connect and commu-
nicate with common people.

Today we salute four tenets of President
REAGAN’s legacy: economic growth, deregula-
tion, “peace through strength,” and patriotism
though a return of the American dream.

The father of Reaganomics launched the bold-
est economic plan since FDR that promoted
lower taxes, sound money, and less regulation.
REAGAN unveiled a “program for economic re-
covery” to a joint session of Congress calling for
$41.4 billion in tax cuts—the largest in history.

REAGAN was an advocate for deregulation and
free trade pacts. He worked to tear down barriers
to enterprise and encourage a spirit of self enter-
prise. His commitment to deregulation was evi-
dent when in 1981 he took decisive action to carry
out this promise to fire 13,000 air traffic control-
lers for an illegal strike.

After years of crumbling defense spending,
President REAGAN increased defense spending 35
percent during two terms and promoted “‘peace
through strength.” He called the Soviet Union
for what it was—an evil empire—and by stand-
ing firm against it hastened the end of the cold
war and the return of Russia to the family of
nations.

Influenced by his humble
REAGAN'’s patriotism and optimistic spirit exem-

beginnings,

plified the American dream. He restored Amer-
ica’s can-do creed. We will always remember the
words of his farewell address, when he said those
of his generation “were taught, very directly,
what it means to be an American. And we ab-
sorbed, almost in the air, a love of country and
an appreciation of its institutions.”
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He never trimmed his sails or compromised
his values. We will remember him as a President
who understood the balance between pragmatism
and partisanship. We will remember him as the
Great Communicator who united Americans to-
ward common goals. But most of all we will re-
member him as a great President who brought
honor and respect to the Office of President. I
join with all Americans in expressing our sym-
pathy to Nancy Reagan and his family for the
loss of this great American.

Hon. Peter Hoekstra

OF MICHIGAN

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in honor of RONALD
REAGAN, the 4oth President of the United States
and one of the greatest leaders and statesmen of
the 20th century.

America has long known that President
REAGAN was ill, but his death came as a shock
to a country that continued to feel his presence.
He touched millions of lives during his tenure
as Governor of California and two terms in
America’s highest office. Although long antici-
pated, his passing marks with finality the end
of the Reagan era.

President REAGAN’s commitment to freedom
altered the course of modern history. He brought
the United States through the end of the cold
war with strength and resolve, and he led the
U.S. economy to heights once unimaginable
through his sound domestic policies.

He possessed a vision for America that re-
flected its devotion to individual liberty, that
every person is born with the intrinsic right to
achieve their dreams through their own labors
and determination.

He will forever be remembered as a champion
of promoting peace and prosperity throughout
the world with a strong faith at the core of his
principles and values. He was a great man elected
to take charge of a great country at a time when
strong leadership was sorely needed.

President REAGAN'’s infectious optimism in-
spired many Americans to become involved in
the political process, and his influence and vision
will continue to live throughout the ages.

My prayers and those of my family are with
the family and hundreds of millions of friends
of President REAGAN, knowing that the Lord has
preserved a very special place for him in Heaven.

Hon. Patrick J. Tiberi

OF OHIO

Mr. Speaker, folks from across the country
came to Washington this week to mourn the
passing of President RONALD REAGAN. Even in
death, the former President continued his fas-
cinating connection with Americans of all types.

Although I never met RONALD REAGAN, he
was one of my inspirations for entering politics.
I was 18 at the time of his 1980 Presidential cam-
paign and it was the first big election to which
I really paid attention. I remember being drawn
to what this man, a half a century older than
me, was saying about having faith in our coun-
try, its people and their future. He was opti-
mistic, cheerful and came across as a thoroughly
likable guy.

It was simply astounding how he could estab-
lish a bond with even the most unlikely audi-
ence. In 1984, I was a senior at the Ohio State
University and a member of the marching band.
We were asked to play at a rally that President
REAGAN would be holding at St. John Arena.
At first we all thought it would be an official
band appearance, but then we were informed that
since the President’s visit was actually a cam-
paign event, we could not appear as the Ohio
State University Marching Band. If we wished,
though, we could volunteer on our own, and ap-
pear without our uniforms. There were roughly
200 members in the band at that time and, as
I recall, roughly 200 of us jumped at the oppor-
tunity to play at the President’s campaign event.
Think of it. A couple of hundred college kids
were treating the appearance of a 73-year-old Re-
publican President as enthusiastically as the
Michigan game—we would not have missed it
for the world.

President REAGAN could connect with college
kids and he could connect with Democrats, pat-
ticularly those like my dad, an Italian immigrant
who worked as a machinist. He came to America
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so he could have a better life and his kids’ lives
would be better still. He knew exactly what
RONALD REAGAN was talking about.

He was the Great Communicator. President
REAGAN swept aside the filters and “analysis” of
the news media and spoke from the Oval Office
directly with the American people. He had the
gift of explaining issues and his positions on
them in simple, effective terms—a gift all too
few of us in politics today possess. President
REAGAN spoke in a way that made Americans
feel like they were almost partners with him.

Perception is reality, and RONALD REAGAN
knew that. His message of hope and optimism
put a new face on the Republican Party, and
brought an end to the dour Nixonian era of GOP
politics. Young people like me began looking at
the Republican Party in a different way. Because
of RONALD REAGAN, we could take pride in
being Republicans.

I was struck by the attitude I saw in Wash-
ington this week. Certainly, there was sadness
and grief over the loss of one of the giants of
our time. But in keeping with the makeup of
the man himself, there was more. As often as not,
people also smiled when they spoke of RONALD
REAGAN, often displaying that same sense of
hope and good cheer that he himself had radiated
throughout his life. For all his accomplishments,
it’s that same sense of hope and optimism that
I'll think of whenever I remember RONALD
REAGAN.

Hon. Michael R. Turner

OF OHIO

Mr. Speaker, I'm honored to join my col-
leagues in support of H. Res. 664, honoring the
late Honorable RONALD WILSON REAGAN, the
4oth President of the United States. As is the
case for so many speaking in this Chamber today,
RONALD REAGAN was one of my personal heroes.

Although we are all deeply saddened by the
passing of President REAGAN, Americans today
are still touched by his legacy and his steadfast
belief in the promise of this great Nation. By
using his famous wit, he knew how to make us
believe in ourselves again. Each of us has our fa-

vorite examples of the Reagan wit. My favorite
quote is:

{G}overnment’s view of the economy could be summed
up in a few short phrases: If it moves, tax it. If it keeps
moving, regulate it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it.

To RONALD REAGAN:

America is a shining city upon a hill for all to see and
to follow and reach to, something toward which mankind
should strive.

REAGAN brought convictions and determina-
tion as well as a genuine, hopeful and optimistic
outlook to the Office of President. RONALD
REAGAN never doubted his convictions. He never
lost faith in America. His reassuring tones were
comforting even in difficult With
REAGAN as President, it was indeed morning

times.

again in America.

Just prior to RONALD REAGAN assuming the
Presidency, many people wondered whether this
country’s best days were behind us. REAGAN in-
sisted that America’s best days lie ahead. By the
time he left office, the United States was enjoy-
ing the longest peacetime economic expansion in
our history. President REAGAN’s most long-
lasting legacy is his role in winning the cold war.
While the common doctrine of the time called
for containing communism, REAGAN boldly pre-
dicted it would soon be “left on the ash heap
of history.”

During the journey that was the Reagan revo-
lution, he restored prosperity, confidence, opti-
mism, faith and pride in America. While we will
miss RONALD REAGAN, his contributions to the
world will be felt for generations to come. He
came to Washington to change the country and
ended up changing the world. As he said in his
farewell address to the Nation from the Oval Of-
fice:

{A} final word to the men and women of the Reagan revo-
lution, the men and women across America who for eight
years did the work that brought America back. My friends:
We did it. We weren’t just marking time. We made a dif-
ference. We made the city stronger. We made the city freer,

and we left her in good hands. All in all, not bad, not bad
at all.

Summing up an American icon, a giant, like
RONALD REAGAN is an enormous task. I am
grateful for the vision RONALD REAGAN taught
me and the lessons about the power of convic-
tions, the value of principled leadership, and the
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goodness and the decency of the human spirit.
We'll miss the twinkle in his eyes and affable
smile which have left this Earth. However, the
contributions he made to his country and to
mankind remain with us, as vast as the great
continent that the United States spans, and God
willing, will outlast us all.

As an American, I want to join in offering my
support of H. Res. 664, honoring the late Honor-
able RONALD WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth Presi-
dent of the United States.

Hon. Jane Harman

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in offering
a tribute to former President RONALD REAGAN.
He is rightly remembered as a larger-than-life
figure—a man who conquered first Hollywood,
then California, and then Washington, DC, and
whose message of freedom and democracy spread
around the world. Though I did not know him
well, I did know his daughter Maureen very well,
and she is also missed.

President REAGAN was naturally possessed of
the qualities that make a great leader. As Gov-
ernor of California and later as President, he used
a blend of humor, kindness and boldness to com-
municate with the American people, to challenge
and defeat the Soviet adversary, and to promote
his uniquely American vision of how things
should be.

While I disagreed with a number of his poli-
cies, I always admired his ability to convey his
ideas and his power to persuade.

The enormous outpouring of emotion and love
for this man comes as no surprise. When we
think of RONALD WILSON REAGAN, we will re-
member his infectious optimism and grace, and
his belief that there is always a better day ahead
for America.

Hon. Eliot L. Engel

OF NEW YORK

Mr. Speaker, along with all of my colleagues
here today, I rise to honor President RONALD

REAGAN. I was first elected to Congress in 1988,
on the same day that President George H.W.
Bush was elected. Because Members of Congress
officially take office on January 3, while a new
President does not take office until January 20,
my first 17 days as a Congressman were during
the last 17 days RONALD REAGAN served as
President. So when people ask me who was the
President when I first came to Washington, I
reply that it was RONALD REAGAN. I had the
opportunity to see RONALD REAGAN in person
only one time, with his wife Nancy, during the
inauguration of President George H.W. Bush. I
remember thinking that together they had a
larger than life presence.

Although I differed with RONALD REAGAN a
great deal on domestic policy, I nevertheless ad-
mired him for the strong leader that he was. He
had an affable manner that allowed him to inter-
act well with people who both supported and op-
posed his policies. He was a strong leader who
had a lot of charm, strength and enthusiasm.

The gulf between the Republican and Demo-
cratic policies can sometimes seem vast. But the
bridge that spans that gulf is our common herit-
age as Americans and belief in this great Nation.
RONALD REAGAN had the gift to make that
bridge seem very small. I am pleased to honor
him today.

Hon. Anne M. Northup

OF KENTUCKY

M. Speaker, our Nation honors the life of one
of the most beloved, and most important, Presi-
dents of the 20th century. During the eighties,
President REAGAN did what many considered the
impossible.

As we faced great challenges at home and
abroad, he helped us believe that it was “morn-
ing in America,” and that we would overcome
our difficulties. With the will of the Nation be-
hind him, President REAGAN’s steadfast leader-
ship led to the defeat of communism and a ro-
bust economic recovery.

When President REAGAN took office a quarter
century ago, communism was on the march,
threatening to bring the free world to its knees.
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But President REAGAN’s policy of
through strength” starved the Soviet bloc and

“peace

made it safe for freedom to flourish in new na-
tions. “No weapon in the arsenals of the world
is so formidable as the will ... of free men and
women,” he said.

Here at home, our country was in the worst
recession since the Great Depression, with high
unemployment, inflation, and interest rates. But
President REAGAN trusted the entrepreneurial
spirit and cut taxes from 70 percent to 28 per-
cent, creating 19 million new jobs and 20 years
of growth. His economic policies formed the
foundation upon which American families pros-
per. “We believe that no power of government
is as formidable a force for good as the creativity
and entrepreneurial drive of the American peo-
ple,” he said.

By rallying the will of our country, by re-
minding us of our remarkable abilities—of what
it means to be Americans, President REAGAN re-
united us as a confident and hopeful Nation. And
with a focused vision, he set us on a course that
preserved our liberty and allowed our domestic
economy to prosper again.

In life, President REAGAN was a guiding light
for our Nation. Even when times were tough, he
rejected the idea that America’s best days were
past, insisting that there is no limit to what our
Nation and our people can endure—or accom-
plish. And he was right.

Today we face a new enemy of liberty, in the
war on terror. It is my hope, Mr. Speaker, that
the confident optimism and clear vision that
President REAGAN gave to this Nation will light
our path.

May God bless President RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Tom Davis

OF VIRGINIA

Mr. Speaker, I was deeply saddened to learn
of the passing of President REAGAN over the
weekend. My thoughts and prayers go out to
Nancy and to the Reagan family and friends.
This is an extraordinarily difficult time for any
family, but I hope they can find some comfort

in the joy and inspiration that President REAGAN
brought to so many around the globe.

RONALD REAGAN was a true American origi-
nal, a midwestern boy of humble beginnings who
chased his dreams of stardom in Hollywood and
evolved into one of the foremost political leaders
of the 20th century.

His legacy is so profound and pervasive that
it’s easy to take for granted. But we should not
forget that it was RONALD REAGAN who restored
strength to the Office of the President. It was
RONALD REAGAN who reshaped the Federal
Government and ushered in two decades (and
counting) of lower taxes and economic growth.
It was RONALD REAGAN who bolstered Amet-
ica’s strength as a world military power. And it
was RONALD REAGAN who reminded us that
America was indeed that “shining city on the
hill,” and we had bountiful reasons to be proud
to be Americans.

His love of country was a guiding force
throughout his life and his political career—he
knew America was great because America was
free, and he sought to shine the light of freedom
on corners of the globe darkened by the stain of
totalitarianism. His demand for Mikhail Gorba-
chev to “tear down this wall!” is not only a sem-
inal moment into cold war history, but a re-
minder that America’s democratic ideals are ulti-
mately stronger than any barriers erected by
forces of oppression.

Quite simply, President REAGAN’s words and
actions helped change the world for the better.
And T can’t think of a greater accomplishment
than that.

We lost more than a man on Saturday, when
President REAGAN ended his long journey into
the sunset.

We lost a true giant, and a great American.

Hon. Rob Simmons

OF CONNECTICUT

Mr. Speaker, I rise to commemorate the pass-
ing of RONALD REAGAN, the 4oth President of
the United States of America.

As a Vietnam veteran and an officer with the
CIA from 1969 to 1979, my world was changed
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dramatically and for the better when RONALD
REAGAN won his historic Presidential race in
November 1980.

At the time I was serving on the staff of Sen-
ator John H. Chafee (R—RI). Politically, it was
a watershed year. Not only did the Senate go
from Democrat to Republican control for the
first time in 26 years, but also some very well-
known Democratic Senators were swept from of-
fice in the Reagan revolution. They included
Senator Frank Church, former chairman of the
Committee to Investigate the Intelligence Activi-
ties of the United States, and Birch Bayh, second
chairman of the newly established Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence.

The Senate Intelligence Committee, where I
went on to serve for 4 years as staff director,
gained new leadership under Chairman Barry
Goldwater and Vice Chairman Daniel Patrick
Moynihan.

Goldwater had a long-standing and close po-
litical relationship with RONALD REAGAN. In
fact, many have said that a speech delivered by
REAGAN during Goldwater’s historic 1964 Presi-
dential campaign propelled REAGAN into the na-
tional political spotlight.

Goldwater was excited to work with President
REAGAN and CIA Director William Casey to in-
stitute a new approach to intelligence oversight.
First, it focused on bipartisan consensus in intel-
ligence where Vice Chairman Moynihan was a
valued partner.

It also departed from the adversarial process
of Senators Church and Bayh, and focused on re-
building the morale and intelligence capabilities
of American intelligence. Rather than adopting
Church’s belief that the CIA was a “rogue ele-
phant,” Goldwater expressed his supportive feel-
ings by talking about the “intelligence family.”

Sadly, in 1984 these positive developments
were disrupted when the CIA was discovered to
have been covertly involved in the mining of
Nicaraguan harbors without proper notification
to Congress. In the ensuing firestorm, Barry
Goldwater wrote a pointed note to CIA Director
Casey expressing his concern over the lack of
communication. The letter was quickly leaked to
an eager press, excited that Senator Goldwater
was at odds with the Reagan administration.

At the time these events were unfolding,
President REAGAN was scheduled to appear at
the Washington Hilton for the White House
Correspondents Association annual black-tie din-
ner. Many observers felt that the press would use
the opportunity to embarrass the President over
the intelligence “flap.” But, in what was to be-
come a classic response of the President to a dif-
ficult situation, RONALD REAGAN opened his re-
marks by saying:

What’s all that talk about a breakdown of White House
communications? How come nobody told me? {Laughter.}
Well, I know this: I've laid down the law, though, to every-
one there from now on about anything that happens, no mat-
ter what time it is, wake me, even if it’s in the middle of
a Cabinet meeting. {Laughter.}*

It was to the point. It was funny. It was self-
deprecating. It defused for a moment what was
a gathering storm for the administration. It gave
everyone the opportunity to step away from a po-
tentially explosive moment and get on with the
challenging business of government.

Mr. Speaker, under the leadership of President
REAGAN, the United States rebuilt her intel-
ligence and national security structure from 1980
to 1988. This was not done without controversy,
but it was done. Morale was restored at the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency and elsewhere in the in-
telligence community. Capabilities were im-
proved.

The military, too, regained a new pride and
strength following the disasters in Vietnam and
Iran. Members of the Armed Forces felt their
service was respected by the Commander in
Chief, and they valued his support. They loved
his patriotic speeches, and were eager to follow
his lead.

And yet for all of his accomplishments as a
national and world leader, President REAGAN
never lost the personal touch. When I departed
Woashington, DC, in early 1985, I left with a per-
sonal letter of thanks signed by the President.

This letter hangs in my office even today as
a proud reminder of what President REAGAN and
Congress were able to accomplish during those
difficult but historic years. It is also a clear sym-
bol of a man who never allowed the trappings

Bob Woodward, Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA 1981-1987, p.
333. The official presidential documents recorded that the President
received 26 more laughs.



64 Ronald Reagan

of high office to obscure his view of the “little
people” who constitute the strength of our gov-
ernment and Nation.

Now, as we remember the life of RONALD
REAGAN, and as his casket lies with honor under
the Capitol dome, it is my turn to thank him
for his distinguished service to our country and
to the world. He left us a better people and he
left the world a better place.

The man will be missed, but the memory lives
on in all of us who were touched by his life and
his leadership.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 10
o’clock and 29 minutes p.m.), pursuant to House
Resolution 663, the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, June 9, 2004, at 10 a.m.
in memory of the late Honorable RONALD WIL-
SON REAGAN, former President of the United
States.

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public bills and
resolutions were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:
By Mr. MILLER of Florida (for himself, Mr. Bishop of
Utah, Mr. Bradley of New Hampshire, Mr. Doolittle, Mr.

Foley, Mr. McCotter, Mr. Pence, Mr. Rogers of Alabama, Mr.
Souder, Mr. Weldon of Florida, Mr. Feeney, Mr. Lincoln

Diaz-Balart of Florida, Ms. Harris, and Mr. Jones of North
Carolina):

H.R. 4525. A bill to require the Secretary of the Treasury
to redesign the half dollar coin to commemorate RONALD
WILSON REAGAN, and for other purposes; to the Committee
on Financial Services.

By Mr. NEY (for himself and Mr. Larson of Connecticut):

H. Con. Res. 444. Concurrent resolution authorizing the
use of the rotunda of the Capitol for the lying in state of
the remains of the late Honorable RONALD WILSON
REAGAN, the fortieth President of the United States; to the
Committee on House Administration.

By Mr. Delay:

H. Res. 663. A resolution expressing the profound regret
and sorrow of the House of Representatives on the death of
RONALD WILSON REAGAN, former President of the United
States of America; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. LEWIS of California (for himself, Mr. Waxman,
Mr. Dreier, Mr. George Miller of California, Mr. Cox, Mr.
Thomas, Mr. Hunter, Mr. Gallegly, Mr. Herger, Mr. Rohr-
abacher, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Doolittle, Mr. Calvert, Mr.
McKeon, Mr. Pombo, Mr. Royce, Mr. Farr, Mr. Radanovich,
Ms. Loretta Sanchez of California, Mrs. Bono, Mrs. Capps,
Mr. Gary G. Miller of California, Mr. Ose, Mr. Issa, Mr.
Nunes, Ms. Lofgren, Mr. Schiff, Mr. Cardoza, Mr. Sherman,
Ms. Pelosi, Mr. Costello, Ms. Harman, Mr. Berman, Mr.
Neugebauer, Mrs. Davis of California, Mr. Lantos, Mr. Filner,
Mr. Shadegg, Ms. Eshoo, and Mr. Matsui):

H. Res. 664. A resolution mourning the passing of Presi-
dent RONALD REAGAN and celebrating his service to the peo-
ple of the United States and his leadership in promoting the
cause of freedom for all the people of the world; to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform.

Wednesday, June 9, 2004

Hon. Mark Foley

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor as my col-
leagues have before me saddened by the death
of one of our Nation’s greatest leaders and hum-
bled by the far-reaching impact his life has had
on millions of people throughout the world. He
was a great man and a gentle spirit. Optimistic,
cheerful in service and buoyed by the confidence
that comes with unwavering conviction, Presi-

dent REAGAN reignited the feeling of promise for
this country.

RONALD REAGAN is the reason I became a Re-
publican. And for many Democrats, he was the
pathway to the Republican Party. He reminded
us all that government cannot replace individual
empowerment and told us in 1995 that every dol-
lar the Federal Government does not take from
us, every decision it does not make for us will
make our economy stronger, our lives more
abundant, and our future more free.
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We join together with people across the globe
in mourning the loss of RONALD REAGAN. His
decisive leadership during the twilight years of
the cold war indeed made him a beacon of hope
for freedom-loving people throughout the world.

Our thoughts and prayers and our love go out
to Mrs. Reagan and the entire family. Because
of RONALD REAGAN our Nation is stronger and
our future is more free. Here we honor him and
are continually working toward the dreamed-of-
day he spoke of when no one wields a sword and
no one drags a chain.

Hon. Shelley Berkley

OF NEVADA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express my sincere
condolences to former First Lady Nancy Reagan
and the entire Reagan family. And I join our Na-
tion in expressing profound sorrow at the loss of
our 4oth President.

RONALD REAGAN had a special place in the
hearts of Nevadans. Long before he came to the
White House, RONALD REAGAN in another life
headlined on the Las Vegas Strip as an enter-
tainer in the early fifties. Later as Governor of
California, he worked with his counterpart from
Nevada, former U.S. Senator and Governor Paul
Laxalt, to address environmental threats to Lake
Tahoe.

While in the White House, RONALD REAGAN
would often turn to his old friend from Nevada,
Senator Laxalt, who was one of his closest advis-
ers during his time in our Nation’s Capital.

RONALD REAGAN served our Nation with
honor and distinction. He will long be remem-
bered for his warm wit, his quiet strength, and
ability to inspire through his words and his
deeds. His actions as President reshaped the
course of the 20th century, and his unbridled op-
timism helped restore America’s faith in itself.

Today we also remember RONALD REAGAN
for his leadership and for his unwavering vision
that America remains for all a land of hope,
promise, and opportunity.

Hon. Joseph R. Pitts

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. Speaker, a few years ago I had the privi-
lege of visiting with Natan Sharansky, a former
Soviet dissident who is now an Israeli cabinet
minister. I asked him what his reaction was, as
he was in the Soviet gulag at that time, to the
“Evil Empire” speech. Here is his reaction as ex-
pressed in a recent quotation:

In 1983, I was confined to an eight-by-ten-foot prison cell
on the border of Siberia. My Soviet jailers gave me the privi-
lege of reading the latest copy of Pravda. Splashed across the
front page was a condemnation of President RONALD
REAGAN for having the temerity to call the Soviet Union
an “evil empire.” Tapping on walls and talking through toi-
lets, word of REAGAN’s “provocation” quickly spread
throughout the prison. We dissidents were ecstatic. Finally,
the leader of the free world had spoken the truth—a truth
that burned inside the heart of each and every one of us.

At the time, I never imagined that three years later I
would be in the White House telling this story to the presi-
dent. When he summoned some of his staff to hear what
I had said, I understood that there had been much criticism
of REAGAN’s decision to cast the struggle between the super-
powers as a battle between good and evil. Well, REAGAN
was right and his critics were wrong.

There is no doubt that Natan Sharansky speaks
for millions of people who today are free. A great
President, with a great legacy, RONALD WILSON
REAGAN.

Hon. Joe Wilson

OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Mr. Speaker, the world is grieving this week
over the loss of a true American hero, President
RoNALD WILSON REAGAN. RONALD REAGAN
defined the honor and dignity of the Office of
the Presidency, and he lifted the spirits of a Na-
tion with his hope and joyfulness that sprang
from an abiding faith in God and a deeply held
belief in the American dream.

President REAGAN entered office during a
time of doubt and despair and malaise with the
economy sputtering and a looming cold war that
threatened our families. Yet he brought his con-
servative principles of individual freedom, lim-
ited government, personal responsibility, and
“peace through strength.”
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President REAGAN led a successful revolution
to promote tax cuts, recognizing taxes are the
people’s own money. He achieved victory in the
cold war, expanding democracy worldwide. And
he realigned America’s political process with an
open door especially for young people.

His legacy lives on today as America unites
to fight the war on terror liberating millions
from tyranny to protect American families as our
economy is booming through tax relief.

May God bless the Reagan family. May God
bless our troops. And may God continue to bless
America.

Hon. Joel Hefley

OF COLORADO

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, as so many others
have, to pay tribute to one of our Nation’s finest
sons and political leaders. Former President
RONALD REAGAN is worthy of respect and admi-
ration both as a man and world leader, and his
passing this weekend leaves each of us with a
sense of loss and sadness.

His lasting mark on American politics is un-
questionable. At a time when it was fashionable
to declare one’s political moderation, REAGAN
fearlessly changed the face of American politics
by standing up and boldly declaring himself to
be a conservative. He fought for principles and
causes that, before his Presidency, were consid-
ered heresy. Balanced budgets, tax cuts, smaller
government, and a robust national defense were
the hallmarks of his ideology, and he never shied
away from articulating and fighting for those
views.

He proudly became the father of political con-
servatism and made it possible for people like me
to become Members of Congress. In the late sev-
enties and early eighties, those who espoused
conservative political views had few outlets from
which to share their philosophies, but REAGAN
ushered in an era of conservatism whose tide has
yet to wane. The makeup of today’s political
world is due, in large part, to the legacy of RON-
ALD REAGAN.

Hon. Cliff Stearns

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, what distinguished President
REAGAN among American Presidents in the last
century? Where many Chief Executives saw gray
and moral relativism on the international land-
scape, he saw good and evil, right and wrong.

What relationship should we in the United
States have with the Soviet Union, a tyranny that
trampled freedom, starved its people, imprisoned
dissidents, choked its economy and wrapped its
tentacles around its neighbors? Do we engage
them? Do we fight them in one corner of the
world while doing business with them in the
other? Can we co-exist under the constant threat
of mutual destruction and endless arms races? Do
we practice detente, containment?

RONALD REAGAN was the President who said,
“Americans cannot live like this, and I do not
think the world’s other citizens should.” The day
he stood at the Berlin Wall and defiantly chal-
lenged the Soviet tyranny with the unforgettable
words, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!,”
was the beginning of the end of the cold war.
God bless President REAGAN.

Hon. Michael C. Burgess

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning with so many
of my friends to pay tribute to the 4oth Presi-
dent of the United States, RONALD WILSON
REAGAN, and to extend my condolences to his
wife Nancy and to his family.

President REAGAN will always be remembered
as the architect of policies that ended the cold
war—‘peace through strength.” He more than
anyone else was directly responsible for giving us
the possibility of a world that could live in peace.
He ended the cold war. He ended the threat of
hostilities between the United States and Russia,
and he brought an end to the Soviet domination
in Eastern Europe.

He unleashed the power of the American econ-
omy. Yes, it cost money to defeat the Soviet
Union. It cost money to defeat Soviet tyranny,
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but in the long run, was it worth it? You bet
it was, for this generation and for the generations
to come.

Hon. John J. Duncan, Jr.

OF TENNESSEE

Mr. Speaker, President RONALD REAGAN was
an inspiration to me and millions of others
throughout the United States and even all over
the world. He saw the American dream come
true in his life, rising from humble beginnings
and achieving great, great success in almost every
way.

He will certainly go down in history as one
of our greatest Presidents, but his greatness may
have been achieved in large part because, as one
of his closest friends said a couple of days ago,
he did not worry about how history would view
him.

It has been said his greatest legacy will be
leading us to victory in the cold war, but his
domestic achievements were great, too, especially
in lowering taxes and helping curb the greed of
government.

I had the privilege of meeting President
REAGAN on many occasions, starting when he
was Governor of California. He was always so
kind to me and to everyone, and possibly one
of his greatest attributes may have been in show-
ing us that you can have strong views on impor-
tant issues, but still treat opponents with kind-
ness, compassion and even good humor.

We are all better people, Mr. Speaker, because
of the life and example of President RONALD
REAGAN.

Hon. Vernon J. Ehlers

OF MICHIGAN

Mr. Speaker, for many years I have heard com-
ments about the power of ideas. I learned as a
youngster that the pen is mightier than the
sword and that there is nothing so powerful as
an idea whose time has come. President RONALD
REAGAN demonstrated that these and similar

statements are true. He was living proof that
ideas win battles.

He was not regarded as an intellectual, but yet
he understood the importance of the basic, sim-
ple ideas that this country is founded upon, the
ideas of peace and freedom, freedom to worship,
freedom to speak, freedom of the press, but he
also went beyond that. He recognized that these
are not ends in themselves, but these are means
to an end, and freedom to worship is meaningless
unless you use it to worship. Freedom of the
press is meaningless unless you use it to print
ideas that are for the betterment of the Nation.

Simple ideas, valiantly fought for. With grace,
charm and a twinkle in his eye, he succeeded
where others had failed. He inspired a troubled
Nation. He brought us together. He conquered
the symbolic Iron Curtain and brought it down,
along with the very real Berlin Wall. He led to
nuclear disarmament, the greatest threat to hu-
manity during his tenure.

I rise today to thank President REAGAN for
what he did for this country, for the ideas he
fought for and the transformation he made in the
culture and the attitudes of this Nation.

Hon. Bill Shuster

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. Speaker, we rise today with solemn hearts
for the loss of an American hero, a man with an
optimistic vision of this country that was infec-
tious. I stand as an individual who felt the en-
ergy of the Reagan era.

As a 19-year-old in 1980, I attended my first
Republican Convention where RONALD REAGAN
accepted the GOP nomination for President. My
first vote for President was for RONALD REAGAN,
and I spent the beginning of adulthood under
the spirit of a man who defined the American
dream.

Today we stand in awe of a life of passion and
accomplishment. RONALD REAGAN crumbled
walls of oppression in Europe and rebuilt the
American spirit. He was forever the gentleman
statesman, a man who thought that politics, no
matter how tough the battle with your opponent,
should never leave scars.
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In the end he bore no ill will to anyone, and
in that mold he was the definition of a leader,
a leader who inspired confidence in those around
him and who led by example.

He feared not an assassin’s bullet or political
setback because he always looked to tomorrow,
always believed the best days of America were
ahead beyond the horizon, and that he would
chart the course to take us to a better tomorrow.
We stand here as a testament to that simple, yet
powerful, truth.

Hon. Mario Diaz-Balart

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, I am here to really just first ex-
press my sorrow and my gratitude to the Reagan
family.

Through President REAGAN’s optimism and
courage and strength, he carried this country
from a state of what some people said was a state
of malaise to further greatness. He understood
and never apologized for his understanding that
the United States was a source of good around
the world, a source of freedom around the world.

I recall when he said his famous remark about
the evil empire how all of the experts said he
could not say that, that he was wrong, that they
were not bad. Well, he was right, and he tried
and fought hard and worked hard to spread free-
dom across the globe, to strengthen the United
States and, therefore, also strengthen our allies
to spread freedom.

He succeeded by tearing down the Berlin
Wall, by tearing down the evil empire, by
spreading freedom to millions of people around
the globe.

Mr. Speaker, I am here again in awe of the
life of President RONALD REAGAN, his achieve-
ments, his success in spreading freedom, his suc-
cess in making this country what it is today. The
greatness that we have achieved today, in great
part, is due to the optimism, the greatness, the
spirit of RONALD REAGAN. We can never thank
him enough.

AUTHORIZING USE OF ROTUNDA OF THE CAPITOL
FOR LYING IN STATE OF THE REMAINS OF THE
LATE HONORABLE RONALD WILSON REAGAN,

40TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
Mr. EHLERS. Mzt. Speaker, I move to suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent resolution

(H. Con. Res. 444) authorizing the use of the

rotunda of the Capitol for the lying in state of

the remains of the late Honorable RONALD WIL-

SON REAGAN, the 4oth President of the United

States.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. ConN. RES. 444

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),
That in recognition of the long and distinguished service ren-
dered to the Nation and the world by RONALD WILSON
REAGAN, the goth President of the United States, the ro-
tunda of the Capitol is authorized to be used for the lying
in state of the remains of the late Honorable RONALD
REAGAN from June 9 until June 11, 2004. The Architect of
the Capitol, under the direction of the Speaker of the House
of Representatives and the President pro tempore of the Sen-
ate, shall take all steps necessary for carrying out this event.

Hon. Vernon J. Ehlers

OF MICHIGAN

Mr. Speaker, this may seem like a routine reso-
lution because we must pass these resolutions to
allow the use of the rotunda of the Capitol for
certain events, but frankly, this is a very auspi-
cious moment.

By statute, we have defined how state funerals
are to proceed in this Nation’s Capital. We have
very few of them. I believe the last one was at
the time of the death of President Lyndon John-
son of Texas. It is a great honor to host an event
such as this in the rotunda, and today I rise to
present a resolution which will grant permission
to have the body of President RONALD REAGAN
rest in state in the rotunda of the Capitol so that
the Members of Congress and members of the
public may join in honoring him by viewing the
casket.

This is, as I said, a very auspicious event, and
fortunately, we do not have to do this often. But
it inspires in us, again, respect for the ideals of
our Nation and for the things that we do and
that we believe in.
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When President REAGAN’s body will arrive,
the casket will be placed on a caisson, according
to tradition and law, and that horse-drawn pro-
cession will proceed from near the White House
to the Capitol. It will be followed by a black,
riderless horse, indicating a fallen leader. The
boots on that horse will be placed in the stirrups
backward, indicating the fallen leader reviewing
the troops behind him. When that arrives at the
Capitol, with great pomp and circumstance, an
honor guard will present the casket and the body
and carry them inside the Capitol, displaying the
casket in the rotunda.

This evening we will have a memorial cere-
mony, restricted to the Members of Congress, in
the rotunda. Following that, the people of this
Nation, anyone who wishes, may stand in line
and view the casket and give their respects to
our fallen President.

It is my pleasure to be able to present this
resolution honoring President RONALD REAGAN
and providing the opportunity for the Members
of Congress and for the public to view the casket
and to pay their respects to this great man. It
is the least we can do, and I wish we could do
more because he did a marvelous job of leading
this Nation in a very troubled time. When we
had a broken economy and a dispirited people,
he restored their spirits with grace, charm and
a twinkle in his eye and eventually helped us pre-
vail over the Soviet Union, which had threatened
us for decades with nuclear weapons.

The world is a far better place because of
RONALD REAGAN, what he did, and the leader-
ship he provided, and it is my pleasure to present
this resolution and honor him in this way.

Hon. Juanita Millender-McDonald

OF CALIFORNIA

Mzr. Speaker, it is with great sorrow that I join
the distinguished chairman, or the appropriate
person in his place, in support of this legislation
to authorize use of the Capitol rotunda for this
very sad occasion.

There can be no more proper use of the ro-
tunda, the center of the temple of our democracy,

than to honor the late former President RONALD
REAGAN with a state funeral and lying in state.

With this observance, President REAGAN will
take his proper place in the pantheon of Amer-
ican heroes who have lain in state in this temple,
befitting their vast contributions to the fabric of
our national political life.

Although I did not have the honor to serve
in the Congress during President REAGAN'’s
term, I greatly admired him as a statesman, and
his skills as the Great Communicator, and am
grateful for everything he did for our country.

Mr. Speaker, it is especially fitting that Con-
gress and the Nation pay their respects to our
4oth President in this temple because several
memorable events of his 8 years in office took
place here. Of course, he delivered all of his State
of the Union Messages right here in this Cham-
ber, including the one in which he dropped sev-
eral pounds of paper onto the rostrum and urged
Congress not to send him any more massive,
catch-all spending bills.

In 1985, President REAGAN returned from a
Geneva summit meeting with Soviet Leader Mi-
khail Gorbachev, flew directly from Andrews Air
Force Base to the Capitol by helicopter, and ad-
dressed a joint session, reporting hopeful progress
on arms control and reassuring the Nation and
the world.

Perhaps more relevant to the resolution before
us, many Americans will recall that the bitter
cold of January 21, 1985, forced President
REAGAN’s second inaugural ceremony to come
indoors and take place in the rotunda itself in
order to protect the multitudes attending and
participating in the inauguration, who would
otherwise have been at great risk from the ele-
ments and frostbite.

Throughout his life and career, President
REAGAN was always considerate of others. And
like others who have preceded him in the Na-
tion’s highest office, RONALD REAGAN hailed
from a humble background. Born in 1911 in Illi-
nois, REAGAN grew up in the town of Dixon,
was active in sports, drama, and student politics,
all of which would serve him well later. In 1932,
the future President graduated from Eureka Col-
lege with a degree in economics and sociology.
He embarked on a radio career that eventually
led him to Hollywood, where he worked in the
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entertainment industry for two decades, prin-
cipally in motion pictures.

He appeared in over 50 movies, including one
of my favorites, the 1940 “Knute Rockne: All
American.” In the film, REAGAN portrayed the
legendary Notre Dame athlete George Gipp, who
set numerous football records during a s-year ca-
reer before succumbing in 1920 to an infection
that struck 20 years before the discovery of anti-
biotics. In the movie’s climax, REAGAN earned
his lifelong nickname when the dying Gipp
asked Coach Rockne to urge his teammates to
go out there and “win one for the Gipper.” For
us football fans, especially one who has a son who
played football, the scene is priceless. My son
loved the movie, and he certainly loves football
as well. And I have little doubt that today, for
millions of Americans, the legends of George
Gipp and the man who portrayed him on film
have become inextricably linked.

In the sixties, when the GIPPER became active
in politics, he generally supported Republican
candidates, including Richard Nixon and Barry
Goldwater. Like Nixon and Goldwater, REAGAN
became known as an ardent anticommunist. In
1966, he became a Republican candidate himself,
winning the first of two terms as Governor of
California.

Two years after leaving office in Sacramento,
Governor REAGAN challenged President Gerald
Ford for the GOP nomination for the Presidency,
and neatly won it. In 1980, he won both the Re-
publican Presidential nomination and the general
election, where he received nearly §1 percent of
the popular vote and carried 45 States and 489
electoral votes.

Of course, we all recall that in 1981 an assassin
nearly ended our new President’s life in a hail
of gunshots here in Washington. Fortunately, the
would-be assassin failed to achieve his demented
purpose, and the President went on to survive
not only gunshot wounds but also colon cancer.

The President also survived the bruising polit-
ical battles so common in this Capital City. He
did so simply by refusing to take politics person-
ally. President REAGAN’s ability to build and
maintain a lasting friendship with House Speaker
Tip O’Neill, with whom he disagreed on many
political issues, exemplified an approach to poli-

tics and to governing which I greatly admire,
and one that I wish others would emulate.

In 1984, President REAGAN won reelection,
with nearly 59 percent of the popular vote, the
electoral votes of 49 States, and completed his
two momentous terms. By the time he left office
in 1989, he was, despite large budget deficits and
the Iran-Contra scandal, one of our most beloved
Presidents.

The massive outpouring of grief seen across
this country and the world since his death on
Saturday is abundant proof of the esteem Ameri-
cans hold for their 4oth President throughout
every city, suburb, and hamlet in this land.

Mr. Speaker, the state funeral and the lying
in state authorized in the rotunda this week will
be solemn state occasions whose purpose is to
provide the public with an opportunity to view
the body and mourn the passing of a head of
state. Ceremony, history, and protocol will pet-
meate these rites.

Among them, it is worth noting, that when
President REAGAN’s body lies in state in the ro-
tunda, his remains will rest upon the historic cat-
afalque constructed for the funeral of our 16th
President, Abraham Lincoln, another son of Illi-
nois. All those who have lain in state in the Cap-
itol rotunda have rested on the Lincoln cata-
falque, made of simple pine boards and draped
in black velvet.

It is fitting that this relic, built for one who
became, if not in life, one of the most cherished
and beloved Presidents, will now be used to sup-
port the body of our 4oth President, a cherished
and beloved successor to Lincoln. As a people,
we are truly grateful for President REAGAN’s
long service to our country and for the oppor-
tunity to honor him and his memory in this way.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to play a role in
these proceedings by managing this resolution
for the minority, in the absence of our ranking
member. I hope that all my colleagues will join
in paying tribute to our 4oth President by sup-
porting this very important resolution.
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Hon. Christopher Cox

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing me this time, and it is entirely fitting that
we pass this resolution authorizing the remains
of President REAGAN to lie in state in the Na-
tion’s Capital.

It was in this building that President REAGAN
took the oath of office in January 1981. Eight
years later, he yielded his authority as President
and Commander in Chief in this building, in
that quiet peaceful transfer of power that is the
hallmark of our democracy.

Many of the shining moments of his two Pres-
idential terms took place right here in this
Chamber. None are more thrilling than that 1982
State of the Union that marked his triumphant
return shortly after he was shot by a would-be
Presidential assassin.

And some of his greatest challenges have close
associations with this Chamber as well. In his
second term, after President REAGAN had won
Senate passage of his request for aid to the free-
dom fighters in Nicaragua, the challenge he
faced was in this House. The President asked
permission to address the House, but Speaker
O’Neill said no. I served then as legal counsel
in the White House, and I was asked whether
the Speaker of the House could deny the Presi-
dent the opportunity to come and address the
Congress in the people’s House. And my answer,
swiftly delivered, was “absolutely.”

President REAGAN did not mind the legal ad-
vice. He asked, “They all have televisions, don’t
they?” And he addressed the Nation from the
Oval Office. As a result of that magnificent ad-
dress, intended for all of us here but absorbed
equally by the American people, this Congress
did the right thing and democracy did move for-
ward in Nicaragua. The Soviet Union was not
able to establish a beachhead in our own hemi-
sphere. And whereas upon President REAGAN’s
assumption of office there were only 56 electoral
democracies in the world, today there are 117,
and over 1 billion people now live in democracies
that otherwise would not.

When President REAGAN took the oath of of-
fice here in this building, he was facing west.

The west front of the Capitol was the staging
area for that inauguration. He was the first Presi-
dent to do so. He thought it was important to
face west, because not only was he a westerner,
not only was he a Californian, but the history
of our country moving westward signified the
spirit of frontier, the pioneer spirit, and entrepre-
neurship that President REAGAN thought was
the genius of America.

When his body is placed in the rotunda later
today, it will come to the Capitol up those same
steps on the west front and all of us will be look-
ing west to his beloved State of California think-
ing about what President REAGAN meant by that
symbolism.

So it is entirely appropriate that we pass this
resolution we address now. I know that each of
us will take personal pride in recalling his con-
tributions to our country, to our sense of patriot-
ism as we observe the ceremonies in the rotunda
later today and as we have our own personal mo-
ment to walk by that casket.

Hon. John B. Larson

OF CONNECTICUT

Mr. Speaker, I join with the distinguished
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. Ehlers) and the
distinguished gentlewoman from California (Ms.
Millender-McDonald) in support of this motion
to suspend the rules and pass the resolution to
authorize the use of the Capitol rotunda to honor
President REAGAN and I would urge all Mem-
bers to do likewise.

Mr. Speaker, this is a very sad occasion for our
country. Last Saturday, June §, 2004, RONALD
WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth President of the
United States, departed this life, and now be-
longs to the ages.

Since I was first elected to this House in 1998,
I did not have the privilege of serving with Presi-
dent REAGAN. But I certainly wish I had known
him. President REAGAN’s engaging smile, his re-
assured demeanor, and his boundless optimism
about America, her people and her future, were
literally contagious.

And the contagion surely did spread, Mr.
Speaker. The overwhelming grief since President
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REAGAN’s death reflects the American people’s
respect for the man, and their gratitude for what
he accomplished for present and future genera-
tions. While he may now be gone, he will never
be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, as the Congress and the Nation
mourn our 4oth President in the Capitol ro-
tunda, we might recall the many memorable mo-
ments that occurred under this great dome dur-
ing his 8 years in office. Indeed a harbinger of
things to come, President REAGAN asked that his
inauguration take place for the first time on the
west front of the Capitol, so he could look out
across The Mall toward the west. Not only did
this vista accommodate more people attending
the ceremony in person, it symbolically shifted
the ceremony’s focus toward the vast reaches of
the country, where most Americans live.

Of course, President REAGAN delivered all of
his State of the Union Messages, and addressed
other joint sessions of Congress, from right here
in the House Chamber. Once, after Congress had
wrapped an entire year’s worth of appropriations
bills into one mammoth measure, he dramati-
cally plopped a huge stack of paper—not even
printed, but instead, Xeroxed copies—onto the
desk with a “thud.” He implored lawmakers
never to repeat the practice. Unfortunately, it has
done so repeatedly in the years since that speech.
It was a bad practice in President REAGAN’s
time, and it is a bad practice today.

President REAGAN’s second inaugural took
place in the rotunda, driven inside by the cold
winter of 1985. While some television viewers
might have been disappointed at the cancellation
of the outdoor inaugural and the accompanying
parade, I am sure many parents of high school
students scheduled to march in the festivities
were relieved. In another thoughtful gesture, the
President paused during his inaugural address to
note the passing of a Democratic Representative,
Gillis Long of Louisiana, who had died hours be-
fore.

Throughout his life and career, President
REAGAN was always considerate of others. Per-
haps this attribute reflected the midwestern val-
ues of his native Illinois, and the fact that RON-
ALD REAGAN came from humble beginnings.

Born in 1911 in Tampico, IL, REAGAN’s family
soon moved to the town of Dixon, where he was

active in swimming and other sports, drama, and
the student government at the local high school.
In 1932, the future President graduated from Eu-
reka College, with a degree in economics and so-
ciology. Popular among his peers and clearly
blessed with a radio announcer’s voice, after
graduation REAGAN embarked on a radio career.
A journey to Los Angeles to cover a sporting
event led to a Hollywood screen test, which in
turn led to a contract at Warner Brothers Stu-
dios.

REAGAN made more than 50 movies, includ-
ing “Knute Rockne: All American,” from which
he earned his lifelong nickname for playing the
famous Notre Dame athlete George Gipp. In the
last reel of the film, legendary Notre Dame foot-
ball coach Knute Rockne inspired his 1928 team,
who was losing a game to Army, by telling them
George Gipp’s dying remarks, which were:

Some time, Rock, when the team is up against it, when
things are wrong and the breaks are beating the boys, tell
them to go in there with all they've got and win just one
for the Gipper. I don’t know where I'll be then, Rock, but
I'll know about it, and I'll be happy.

Needless to say, the inspired Fighting Irish
went on to win the game despite their numerous
injuries and underdog status. Today, millions re-
member REAGAN as “the GIPPER,” and far fewer
remember George Gipp. REAGAN became even
better known in the fifties by working in tele-
vision, appearing on such early programs as
“Death Valley Days” and “General Electric The-
ater.”

Reagan lived the rest of his life in California,
where in the sixties, he became active in politics.
Though a Democrat, even becoming president of
the Screen Actors’ Guild, he supported Richard
Nixon in 1960 and Barry Goldwater in 1964. In
1966, as a Republican, REAGAN won the first of
two terms as Governor of California. In the tu-
multuous year of 1968, Governor REAGAN briefly
sought the Republican Presidential nomination,
but lost to his fellow Californian, Richard Nixon.

In 1976, the Governor challenged President
Gerald Ford for the GOP Presidential nomina-
tion, and nearly won it at the Kansas City Con-
vention. In 1980, he won the nomination and the
election, where he received nearly 51 percent of
the popular vote and carried 45 States. Of course,
we were all stcunned on March 30, 1981, when an
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assassin shot the President and several others out-
side the Washington Hilton. Little did we know
at the time how close the President came to
dying of his wounds. The President went on to
survive not only his 1981 gunshot wound, but
also, in 1985, a bout with colon cancer.

President REAGAN was, and his memory is,
beloved in this town. He readily agreed with
House Speaker Tip O’'Neill’s admonition, at an
early meeting, that “after 6 o’clock, we're all
President REAGAN worked to make
friends not only with Speaker O’Neill, with

friends.”

whom he often disagreed on policy matters, but
with countless others in Congress and around the
country. The President’s willingness to reach
across the aisle and work in a constructive way,
refusing to take politics personally, was a hall-
mark of his approach to governing. I wish others
would follow his example in today’s poisonous
political environment in this city.

In 1984, President REAGAN handily won re-
election with over §8 percent of the popular vote
carrying 49 States. By the day he left office in
January 1989, he was, despite massive budget
deficits and the Iran-Contra arms-for-hostages
scandal, one of our most beloved Presidents.

Mr. Speaker, the solemn state occasion author-
ized in this resolution will provide an official op-
portunity for the American people to mourn our
former head of state. This ceremony will be rich
in history, and include the use of the Lincoln cat-
afalque, originally built for the state funeral of
our 16th President in 1865. This observance will
enable Americans, through the Congress and oth-
ers able to attend, to bid an official, fond farewell
to President REAGAN for his long career and
many contributions to the rich fabric of our Na-
tion.

I am honored to play a role in these pro-
ceedings in my position as ranking minority
member of the Committee on House Administra-
tion and to represent the many residents of Con-
necticut who revere President REAGAN and his
memory. On their behalf, and mine, I offer Mrs.
Reagan and the entire Reagan family the condo-
lences and the thanks of a grateful Nation for
the President’s service. I would like to close by
joining our Committee on House Administra-
tion’s vice chairman in urging our colleagues to

pass this resolution and win one last victory for
the GIPPER.

Hon. Robert W. Ney

OF OHIO

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to introduce House
Concurrent Resolution 444, to allow the use of
the rotunda of the Capitol for the late Honorable
RONALD WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth President
of the United States of America, to lie in state.

More than any leader in my lifetime, RONALD
REAGAN embodied the noble ideals and irre-
pressible optimism of the American spirit. As
President, he led our country into an era of re-
newed faith in the American dream. RONALD
REAGAN guided the United States to victory over
communism in the cold war, and his domestic
policies ushered in an age of unprecedented pros-
perity. As we stand in the wake of RONALD
REAGAN'’s recent passing, we mourn his loss, but
we celebrate the remarkable legacy he leaves to
the country he loved and served so faithfully.

RONALD REAGAN was born into humble cir-
cumstances in the small town of Dixon, IL. It
was in this quintessential midwestern setting
that RONALD REAGAN recognized the near-lim-
itless opportunities that flow from liberty, and
consequently developed his deep and abiding ap-
preciation for the founding ideals of our great
country.

Rising from these modest origins, RONALD
REAGAN set off on a life journey that was both
rich and diverse in experiences. As a young man,
he spent seven summers as a lifeguard on a haz-
ardous section of river near his hometown where
he saved the lives of 77 swimmers. He went on
to become a college athlete and then traveled to
Hollywood, where he became one of the most
popular actors of the fifties and early sixties. But
it was in the realm of politics where RONALD
REAGAN would make his most meaningful and
lasting impact, first as a two-term Governor of
the State of California and then, most signifi-
cantly, as the President of the United States from
1981 through 1989. Quite RoNALD
REAGAN changed the world, and we are all the
better for it.

simply,
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RONALD REAGAN, more than any other indi-
vidual, was responsible for winning the cold war,
the epic struggle that pitted the United States
and its allies against a communist force armed
with enough nuclear weapons to threaten the ex-
istence of humanity. Relying on his deeply held
beliefs of the supremacy of liberty and democ-
racy, REAGAN assumed the Office of President
and sought not to accommodate or merely con-
tain communist expansionism, but to defeat it.
He had the courage to speak the truth about the
former Soviet Union, to accurately label it as an
evil empire that would ultimately be consigned
to the ash heap of history. He realized that for
democracy to prevail in this twilight struggle of
differing ideologies
sequences, he had to become a relentless warrior
on behalf of the American ideals of liberty, free

with monumental con-

enterprise, and the primacy of the individual in
society. His fortitude provided the American
people with purpose and victory over com-
munism.

RONALD REAGAN buoyed up our Nation not
only with his ever-present smile, his genial na-
ture, and his self-deprecating humor but also
with the substance of his ideas: his enduring
faith in the innate goodness and creativity of the
American people; his steadfast belief in the
exceptionalism of our constitutional democracy
and economic order; and his unyielding convic-
tion that freedom and democracy will triumph
over oppression and tyranny. RONALD REAGAN
was, and will always remain, a giant on the stage
of history, a commanding presence and respected
leader whose commitment to freedom and de-
mocracy will inspire generations to come. Truly
it can be said that RONALD REAGAN lifted the
spirits of the American people by appealing to
our best hopes, not our worst fears, and because
of that, he will remain forever in the hearts of
the American people.

Walking side by side with RONALD REAGAN
through his life’s journey was his wonderful wife
and best friend, Nancy. Her dignity and grace
as First Lady were exemplary, but even more in-
spiring has been the strength and resiliency she
has demonstrated since her husband was diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s disease 10 years ago.
Nancy’s devotion to the former President has
been nothing less than heroic, and our prayers

and the prayers of a Nation are with her during
this time.

Though our hearts are heavy as we mourn the
loss of a beloved leader, we are comforted know-
ing that RONALD REAGAN has gone on to a bet-
ter place. To borrow the words he used to com-
fort the Nation following the Challenger disaster,
RONALD REAGAN has “‘slipped the surly bonds
of earth’ to ‘touch the face of God.””

Passage of this resolution will allow us to pay
tribute to this great man and his legacy. It will
allow all those who loved and admired RONALD
REAGAN a final opportunity to say a final good-
bye. As he lies in state, the American people will
have the opportunity to pay their respects by
coming to the Capitol rotunda. I expect that
many thousands will do so.

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE CAPITOL
ROTUNDA FROM JUNE 9 UNTIL JUNE 11, 2004, FOR
THE LYING IN STATE OF THE REMAINS OF THE
LATE RONALD WILSON REAGAN, 40TH PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to take from the Speaker’s table the Sen-
ate concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 115) au-
thorizing the use of the rotunda of the Capitol
for the lying in state of the remains of the late
RONALD WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth President
of the United States, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate concur-
rent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate concurrent resolu-
tion, as follows:

S. CoN. REs. 115

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring),
That in recognition of the long and distinguished service ren-
dered to the Nation and to the world, by the late RONALD
WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth President of the United States,
his remains be permitted to lie in state in the rotunda of
the Capitol from June 9 until June 11, 2004, and the Archi-
tect of the Capitol, under the direction of the President pro
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, shall take all necessary steps for the accomplish-
ment of that purpose.

The Senate concurrent resolution was con-
curred in.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on the table.
A similar House concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 444) was laid on the table.

Hon. Henry J. Hyde

OF ILLINOIS

I have given much thought to what I might
usefully contribute to the chorus of those thou-
sands who will be called upon or be moved to
voice their respect and their sadness at the death
of President REAGAN. His accomplishments will
be rightly celebrated, his humanity and character
justly praised, his passing mourned in words of
elegance and emotion. How large a stone can one
hope to add to this touring mountain?

President REAGAN was the oldest person to be
elected President in our history, and this is proof
that you get the sweetest music from the oldest
violins.

In the play “Camelot,” King Arthur says, “We
are all of us tiny drops in a vast ocean, but some
of them sparkle.” President REAGAN was never
a tiny drop in a vast ocean, but he did indeed
sparkle.

By his life and service he put the “sacred”
back in honor. Not through exhortation, but by
example, REAGAN’s gentle leadership reminded
a country disoriented by doubt of its enduring
beliefs. In this, his guiding principle was that
of George Washington’s, “Let us raise a standard
in which the wise and honest can repair. The
event is in the hand of God.”

He was a rare and subtly powerful speaker,
able to instill in others a confident belief in their
own capacities and goodness. And he could also
inspire oppressed millions to demolish empires.

His eloquence reminds me of the story of an-
cient Greeks who, when Pericles spoke, said,
“How well he speaks.” But when Demosthenes
spoke, they said, “Let us march.”

Among his many virtues was his defense of the
powerless unborn. President REAGAN understood
that the precious gift of life was not confined to
the privileged, the planned, and the perfect.
Some have said that the most fearful aspect of
dying is the terrible aloneness you must endure
at the particular judgment; no advocate, no rel-

ative, no spouse, no child, just you, your sins and
God. But I am sure President REAGAN is not
alone. I believe the silence was broken by the
voices of thousands of little children, voices that
were never heard in this world but are heard in
the next, all pleading, “Dear Lord, spare him, for
he loved us very much.”

And then I can imagine Mr. REAGAN heard
a gentle voice, “Come, beloved of my father, and
enter the kingdom which has been prepared for
you since the beginning of time.”

Mr. President:

The shadows have lengthened, evening has come, and the
busy world is hushed. The fever of life is over, and your work

is done. May God in his mercy give you a safe lodging and
a holy rest and peace at the last.

Hon. Jim Matheson

OF UTAH

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor President
RONALD REAGAN. We can all admire the jour-
ney of his life. It was a life built on love of family
and a profound love of our country.

In this time of mourning, I offer my sincere
condolences and prayers to the President’s family,
especially to his wife Nancy. I hope that the sin-
cere good wishes of all of their fellow country-
men can help to bring them some comfort at this
time.

Above all else, the President was a leader who
had strong opinions, yet he always respected the
institution of government and worked within
both parties to provide enduring success to mil-
lions of Americans.

Before he was President, RONALD REAGAN
was the Governor of a western State and a leader
who understood issues important to the West.
As a Member of Congress from the Rocky Moun-
tain West, I hold a deep appreciation for Presi-
dent REAGAN’s efforts to protect the western way
of life.

One issue that stands out is that of the MX
missile. In the seventies and eighties, the Depart-
ment of Defense was working to build the mas-
sive MX missile racetrack system in Utah’s West
Desert, despite Utah’s
REAGAN was a strong advocate for national de-

opposition. President

fense, and the military initially thought he
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would be a supporter of this proposal. As a fellow
westerner, President REAGAN understood Utah'’s
desire to protect its ranching and farming herit-
age. He understood why the State and its citizens
adamantly opposed the project.

My father was Governor of Utah at that time.
He found an open door in the Reagan adminis-
tration, and he worked in a bipartisan manner
with the administration to put an end to this
Thankfully for
REAGAN came into the situation with an open

plan. my State, President
mind, and he was willing to listen to local stake-
holders about their concerns with the MX pro-
posal.

President REAGAN established a process by
which affected people could actually make their
feelings known, which even now is a testament
to the importance of a responsive Federal Gov-
ernment.

That was REAGAN’s approach. While he was
a man of strong convictions, he was known for
his civility and kindness in a business that is
often abrasive. Ever the gentleman, his example
is a good reminder to all of us in elected office
of what it takes to truly serve our constituency.

I honor President REAGAN’s service to this
great Nation. He will be missed.

Hon. F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.

OF WISCONSIN

I first met RONALD REAGAN over 40 years ago
when I was an undergraduate student at Stanford
University in California. He and I and some oth-
ers were involved in a primary election campaign
for a U.S. Senator from California which proved
to be very unsuccessful. But in the meetings that
I attended that Mr. REAGAN chaired, I recog-
nized him as being a unique person with an un-
canny knack to bring out the best in everybody.

He certainly proved that during his subse-
quent career: two successful terms as Governor
of California and two successful terms as Presi-
dent of the United States, leaving office with the
highest approval rating of any departing Presi-
dent since Franklin Roosevelt.

Look at the shape America was in when RON-
ALD REAGAN was elected in 1980. We went

through a horrible decade of the seventies. There
was a Vietnam war, there was Watergate, there
was Nixon’s resignation, Gerald Ford’s unsuc-
cessful “Whip Inflation Now” campaign, Jimmy
Carter’s malaise, and long lines at the gas pump
to buy 5 gallons of gas.

When President REAGAN took office, he got
us out of our national funk. His “Morning in
America” speech and his philosophy gave us as
a Nation and as individual Americans the self-
confidence to do what America has always done;
that is, to achieve the ultimate dream, to over-
come the impossible, and to have each and every
one of us reach our highest and best.

Much is said about REAGAN turning around
the economy and winning the cold war, and
some of the debate on the cold war was about
the so-called Strategic Defense Initiative, but
there was a decision that RONALD REAGAN made
earlier that laid the groundwork for the collapse
of communism. He persuaded then-German
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt to deploy Pershing
II and cruise missiles in West Germany. That
was extremely controversial at the time both in
Europe and the United States. People said dis-
playing more missiles would encourage an arms
race.

Well, Mr. Schmidt agreed to deploy them. He
might have lost his job as a result of it, but he
was able to see the fall of the Berlin Wall and
the unification of Germany during his lifetime,
and we have got to give credit to RONALD
REAGAN'’s international skills for doing that.

God bless you President REAGAN, may you
rest in peace.

Hon. Baron P. Hill

OF INDIANA

Mr. Speaker, this past weekend Americans
learned of President RONALD REAGAN'’s death.
The President was an honorable and decent man
whose legacy forever will be linked with the
great love and optimism he had for his country.
Unfortunately, his long and courageous struggle
with Alzheimer’s disease took him from us long
before his death.
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As a fellow midwesterner, I appreciated the
traditional American values he brought to Wash-
ington: his good humor, his love for his family,
and belief in America. At a time when Ameri-
cans had lost confidence in themselves, President
REAGAN reminded us we could achieve any goal,
no matter how lofty.

When President REAGAN addressed a grieving
Nation after the Challenger explosion, he honored
the astronauts for the way in which they lived
their lives and affirmed that we would never for-
get them. Eloquently, he quoted the poem
“High Flight,” declaring the astronauts had
““slipped the surly bonds of earth’ to ‘touch the
face of God.””

Mr. Speaker, today in this House, we are hon-
oring President REAGAN for the way in which
he lived his life and led our Nation. And as he
takes his own journey to touch the face of God,
I am confident in this statement: That his life
and achievements will forever be remembered by
this grateful Nation.

As the country and the world mourn his
death, we will remember President REAGAN as
a great American who was a beacon of freedom
for people everywhere. I think I speak for all of
the Hoosiers in offering my condolences to his
wife Nancy and the children.

Hon. J.D. Hayworth

OF ARIZONA

Mr. Speaker, I rise with the formidable chal-
lenge in 2 minutes to convey the thoughts and
prayers of Arizonans and Americans as we re-
member our 4oth President. While it is true that
RONALD REAGAN was a son of Illinois and a
Governor of California before becoming the
President of us all, it is also true that Arizona
played an important part in his life.

Arizona was the place where RONALD and
Nancy REAGAN honeymooned. Arizona was the
place where some of their children attended high
school. Arizona was the place where Nancy’s par-
ents lived; and Arizona was the site of one of
President REAGAN’s final political appearances.
Even as our favorite son, Barry Goldwater, gave
birth to then RONALD REAGAN'’s political career

in that epic speech “A Time for Choosing” in
1964, telecast nationally, which really put RON-
ALD REAGAN on the political stage, it was former
President REAGAN who arrived in downtown
Phoenix § days before the 1992 election to offer
words of support to candidates of our party.

I had the privilege of emceeing this gathering,
and I was offstage with the former President as
our now senior Senator offered remarks of intro-
duction, and those remarks included the state-
ment from Margaret Thatcher that the cold war
RoONALD WILSON
REAGAN, and that victory came without a single

was won by one man,
shot being fired.

Mr. Speaker, I was in a unique position to hear
the words of my friend from Arizona and to look
at the reaction on the face of our former Presi-
dent.

Mr. Speaker, it is well known that many of
us who enter the public arena suffer from no lack
of self-esteem.

Mr. Speaker, I can tell you that President
REAGAN was incredibly humble, and that humil-
ity was expressed on his face as he offered a char-
acteristic shrug of the shoulders before going out
to offer his words to the assembly.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, and to my colleagues,
let me simply say this. One of my constituents
whose daughter-in-law escaped from behind the
Iron Curtain said “President Lincoln freed the
slaves of America. President REAGAN freed the
enslaved millions of Eastern Europe.”

God bless God bless
REAGAN.

America. RONALD

Hon. Gil Gutknecht

OF MINNESOTA

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues today in
paying tribute to a man who influenced my life
personally, and I think I speak for many of my
colleagues when I say that we would not be in
politics, I indeed would not be in Congress, if
it were not for RONALD REAGAN.

President REAGAN embodied the values that
made America the “shining city on the hill”:
faith, family, freedom, and personal responsi-
bility. Born to humble beginnings, he never lost
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the common touch. Few public officials had more
empathy for the common people. He could make
us laugh or cry, depending on what the situation
called for. Most of all, he made us proud, proud
to be Americans.

RONALD REAGAN came into office during a
great malaise. He made us believe again in our-
selves, in our capacity to achieve great things.
He ignored his critics and the cynics. He shoul-
dered on with unstoppable optimism. He con-
signed communism to the ash heap of history.
As Margaret Thatcher said, he won the cold war
without firing a shot. He changed our party. He
changed the way Americans see themselves; and
in the end, he changed the world.

Borrowing from the song, I said to my wife,
Mary, when he left office, he was a long time
coming. He will be a long time gone. I thank
God for giving us such men.

Hon. Edward R. Royce

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, first, both personally and on be-
half of my constituents in Orange County, let
me offer my condolences to Mrs. Reagan and the
Reagan family. I, like so many of my colleagues,
probably would not be standing here today if it
were not for RONALD REAGAN.

He was an inspiration for a whole generation
of young Americans, and his message of limited
government and unlimited freedom, as well as
his boundless optimism about America’s future,
motivated me and so many others to get involved
in the affairs of our Nation. I first met RONALD
REAGAN as a student in California. That experi-
ence led me to become involved in the Youth
for Reagan movement.

Over the years, I was privileged to meet him
many more times. It was one of the most memo-
rable meetings in 1986. I was visiting the White
House as a State senator on the day that Presi-
dent REAGAN ordered the bombing of Libya be-
cause of their open support for international ter-
rorism. The President told me what a difficult
decision it was, but how the future of our Nation
and the safety of our citizens depended on firm
action.

President REAGAN was never afraid to take a
stand, never afraid to do what was right, even
if it was not popular at the moment.

In 1964 RONALD REAGAN spoke these words
to a generation of Americans:

You and I have a rendezvous with destiny. We will pre-
serve for our children this, the last best hope of man on

Earth, or we will sentence them to take the last step into
a thousand years of darkness.

President REAGAN understood the evil of com-
munism. He knew the cold war would end. He
knew that there would be winners and there
would be losers. Thanks to his resolve, freedom
won. Thanks to his resolve, millions of people
were set free.

President REAGAN also understood that free
markets go hand in hand with individual lib-
erties. In 1981 he said:

We who live in free market societies believe that growth,
prosperity and, ultimately, human fulfillment are created
from the bottom up, not the government down. Only when
the human spirit is allowed to invent and create, only when
individuals are given a personal stake in deciding economic
policies and benefiting from their success—only then can so-
cieties remain economically alive, dynamic, prosperous, pro-
gressive, and free.

At his second inauguration, speaking inside
the rotunda of this Capitol building, President
REAGAN said:

{O}ur nation is poised for greatness. We must do what
we know is right, and do it with all our might. Let history
say of us: “These were golden years—when the American

Revolution was reborn, when freedom gained new life, and
America reached for her best.”

Throughout his career, RONALD REAGAN was
always helping America reach for her best. He
inspired us with his spirit, with his optimism;
and he led us with his commitment to principle
and unwavering resolve. America and the rest of
the world are better, safer, and freer places today
because of RONALD REAGAN. We will miss him
dearly.

Hon. Max Sandlin
OF TEXAS
Mr. Speaker, it is with a profound sense of loss

and sadness that I rise today to honor the mem-
ory of one of our Nation’s most influential lead-
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ers, former President RONALD REAGAN. Much
has been said, and rightfully so, about President
REAGAN's infectious love of this great Nation.
RONALD WILSON REAGAN firmly believed that
the United States of America had a unique role
to play in the world and a singular place in his-
tory. In his first inaugural address he reflected
on this faith in country in attributing the unpar-
alleled prosperity and opportunity of this great
land to the fact that:

Freedom and the dignity of the individual have been more

available and assured here than in any other place on earth.

Mr. Speaker, his singular commitment to the
inherent worth of the individual is a hallmark
of RONALD REAGAN'’s personal and political leg-
acy. His sincere devotion to that core idea
defined his personality, and it defined his
REAGAN defied then-
conventional wisdom that American heroes were
a thing of the past. He said, “Those who say that
we are in a time when there are no heroes just

Presidency. President

don’t know where to look. You can see heroes
every day going in and out of factory gates. Oth-
ers, a handful in number, produce enough food
to feed all of us and then the world beyond. You
meet heroes across a counter, and they are on
both sides of that counter.” President REAGAN’s
heroes were, in his words, “the citizens of this
blessed land.”

M. Speaker, President REAGAN has often been
called the Great Communicator, but President
REAGAN told us himself that he preferred to
think of himself as a communicator of great
things. However, to reduce RONALD REAGAN to
the words he spoke would be a tremendous dis-
service to his legacy, just as it would be wrong
to reduce Abraham Lincoln’s legacy to the Get-
tysburg Address or FDR’s to the eloquent power
of his fireside chats. President REAGAN truly be-
lieved the ideas he communicated, and that faith
drove in many ways a shift in the course of
American politics.

Mr. Speaker, President REAGAN was a unique
figure in our politics. His devotion to principle,
his commitment to the American people, his sin-
gular faith in the power of one were infectious.
Yet despite his unrepentant drive to achieve what
has been appropriately called the Reagan revolu-
tion, he pushed his agenda with a smile and he

relished open and honest debate. Notwith-
standing sometimes profound disagreements,
President REAGAN understood that at the end of
the day, we were not Democrats and Republicans
but, rather, Americans and friends. He truly un-
derstood that there is a tremendous difference be-
tween strong beliefs and bitter partisanship.

Mr. Speaker, President REAGAN was an eternal
optimist who changed the world with hope and
taught Americans that, even in the face of trials
and tragedy, “Nothing ends here; our hopes and
our journeys continue.” It has been said of Presi-
dent REAGAN that although he was our oldest
President, he made America young again.

And so, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express
my deepest sympathies to Mrs. Reagan and to
the President’s children and their families and to
honor the memory of a great American who
loved America at least as much as she loved him.

Hon. George Radanovich

OF CALIFORNIA

M. Speaker, today I rise in support of the res-
olution paying tribute to President RONALD
REAGAN who once said America is too great for
small dreams. Whether through his faith in
God’s providence, his deep love for his wife,
Nancy, his career as an actor, his service as Gov-
ernor of the State of California and ultimately as
our Commander in Chief, President RONALD
REAGAN envisioned and achieved big dreams.
These dreams included lowering the tax burden
on citizens through his advocacy of smaller gov-
ernment and striving for peace in the tenuous
times of the cold war.

As a boy in the fourth grade, I had the honor
of shaking Mr. REAGAN’s hand at the Mariposa
Airport when he was on his way to Yosemite
after he became the Governor of the great State
of California. He is the very reason that I later
became a Republican and devoted my life to
public service.

President REAGAN died on the very weekend
of the commemoration of D-day where just 20
years ago he heralded the heroes that lay before
him in Normandy as those who “helped end a
war.” Fittingly, we now herald this American
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hero for his unmatched achievements, including
ending the cold war. History will forever remem-
ber him for removing this threat of nuclear holo-
caust.

There are good men in the world, and there
are great men. Great men employ their power
humbly and create peace quietly. President
REAGAN embodied these traits and reminded us
to believe in ourselves as the greatest country in
the world.

Hon. Charlie Norwood

OF GEORGIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise on the floor today to join
my colleagues and the legions of Americans and
freedom-loving people around the world in hon-
oring the memory and the legacy of President
RONALD WILSON REAGAN. In the days that have
passed since President REAGAN slipped the surly
bonds of this world, much has been said about
our Nation’s 4oth President, of his boundless en-
ergy, eternal optimism, strong character, good
judgment and, most important of all, his un-
matched ability to lead and to deliver hope to
America and the world at a time when it was
needed most. Despite those who would suggest
otherwise, the accomplishments and good fortune
that befell this Nation and ultimately those be-
hind the Iron Curtain on President REAGAN’s
watch did not happen accidentally or through
luck or simply being in the right place at the
right time.

No, Mr. Speaker. Providing unfailing hope
and guidance to a grateful Nation and all the
world in a time of much despair is not luck. It
is called leadership. And President REAGAN will
be remembered as a leader without peer, period.

Winston Churchill once said, “The price of
greatness is responsibility.” President REAGAN
understood and accepted that responsibility like
no one else, and he left greatness in his wake.

Mr. Speaker, if the measure of a man is the
difference that he makes, then history will record
that President RONALD REAGAN was nothing
less than a giant. He will be missed, but his leg-
acy of leadership will live on in the history of
this Nation.

Hon. Mike Pence

OF INDIANA

Mr. Speaker, I thank the chairman, my favor-
ite Reagan protege in the Congress, for yielding
me this time.

Mr. Speaker, RONALD REAGAN will be re-
membered as a great man and a great American
leader, who personified the highest ideals of the
American people at home and abroad. After 8
years of his Presidency, the communism of Soviet
Russia was collapsing, the American military was
rebuilt, the Nation’s economy restored, and its
moral fabric renewed.

Many remember him as the Great Communi-
cator, but as the President said many times, he
was not a great communicator. He commu-
nicated great things. Those were the traditional
American values of this midwesterner turned na-
tional leader. They came from the profound
Christian faith inculcated in a young DuTCH
REAGAN by his beloved mother Nelle and from
his heart. And, as the President said, “they came
from the heart of a great nation.”

Those ideas were simple, straightforward, and
distinctly American. President REAGAN believed
that freedom depended on limited government.
He fiercely advanced the principles of less gov-
ernment, less taxes, a strong military, and a com-
mitment to traditional moral values.

And President REAGAN changed the course of
my life. While youthful ambition led me to poli-
tics, it was the voice and the values of RONALD
REAGAN that made me a Republican. The Bible
says, “If the trumpet does not sound a clear call,
battle?” RONALD
REAGAN’s great gift was to sound a clear call to

who will get ready for
return our Nation to the ideals of its Founders,
and it was said that when he spoke, people did
not just agree. From coffee shops to tractor seats
to high offices in tall buildings, when the Amer-
ican people heard REAGAN speak, they said,
“Darn right.”

I had the privilege in 1988 as a candidate for
Congress to sit with the President in the Blue
Room of the White House and speak to him per-
sonally, and on that occasion, that great privilege
of my life, I was able to look the President in
the eye as he asked me how my campaign was
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going. I said, “Mr. President, it is going fine,
but I just want to thank you for everything you
have done for our country and to encourage my
generation of Americans to believe in this coun-
try again.”

I said then, and I say again, thank you, Mr.
President. May God bless you, as, through you,
God most certainly blessed the United States of
America.

Hon. Martin Frost

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor President
REAGAN'’s legacy to our country. I was elected
in 1978, 2 years before RONALD REAGAN as-
sumed the Presidency. I served in Congress the
entire 8 years of his Presidency and had the op-
portunity to observe him at close range. We
often disagreed on domestic policy; however, we
were largely in agreement on foreign policy, and
REAGAN, indeed, left an indelible mark in the
field of foreign affairs. He correctly understood
the economic vulnerability of the Soviet Union
and exploited this to win the cold war without
firing a shot. He increased U.S. defense spending,
an effort which I supported, and when the Soviet
Union tried to keep pace, it fell apart from the
economic strain.

The watchword of his administration was
“peace through strength.” President REAGAN
brought hope and optimism to our country at
a time when it was sorely needed. Also, he dem-
onstrated through word and deed that one could
disagree with their domestic political adversaries
and still be friends at the end of the day. This
is an element that is sorely missing from today’s
highly charged partisan atmosphere in Wash-
ington.

RONALD REAGAN won his share of battles in
Congress, but he did it without lasting rancor.
That was perhaps his greatest legacy. We could
use a little bit of that spirit today.

Hon. Barbara Cubin

OF WYOMING

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to a
great man, a great President, and a true friend
to the people of Wyoming.

We all probably have our way of remembering
President REAGAN, but for me I will always see
him atop his big white horse, pointing out to
the distance as if to say, “The future is that way,
and we must ride into it.” Here is the picture
that I remember so well.

Today we are lucky enough to live in that fu-
ture. The millions once enslaved behind the Iron
Curtain are free, and the cold war is over, with
freedom the victor.

They say that fortune favors the brave, and for-
tune favored President REAGAN. He helped us
to believe in ourselves again and to believe in
common dreams that bind us together as Ameri-
cans.

When President REAGAN took office, we were
gripped with the fear that perhaps America’s
greatest days were behind us. Eight years later
when he walked out of the Oval Office and into
the sunset of his life, we knew that in America
our best days will always be on the horizon.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Wyoming will be
eternally thankful to RONALD REAGAN. We will
be eternally thankful that he was there on that
white horse to point the way not into the sunset,
but instead into a shining new “morning in
America.”

Hon. Lincoln Davis

OF TENNESSEE

Mr. Speaker, the death of President REAGAN,
given his publicly known battle with Alz-
heimer’s, did not come as a surprise to many.
Still, those of us in the United States and around
the world are greatly saddened by his departure
and by our loss.

He was an indelible figure, known not only
in American history, but known throughout
world history. The man that helped bring about
the end of the cold war will always be praised
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for his eternal optimism, love of country, prin-
ciple stance on issues, the eloquence in which he
communicated with the Nation, and his abun-
dant faith.

It is my firm belief that President REAGAN
saw the best in everyone. As with most Ameri-
cans, REAGAN understood America’s greatness
lies within its people. It is the character of the
American people that has guided us through all
the obstacles we have had to overcome. And we
recently celebrated the American spirit during
the 6oth anniversary of D-day.

President REAGAN was perceived as a man
guided by principles. No matter what side of the
aisle we were on, we always knew where he
stood. His legacy will be the challenge that he
opened to bring about peace between two super-
powers. His work can be best summed up by the
English author Richard Adams: “The thinker
dies, but his thoughts are beyond the reach of
destruction. Men are mortal, but ideas are im-
mortal.”

The man of abundant faith in country, family,
and God, REAGAN embodied the American spir-
it. Even in knowing his time on Earth was neat-
ing an end, he wrote: “When the Lord calls me
home, whenever that may be, I will leave with
the greatest love for this country of ours and eter-
nal optimism for its future.”

Our thoughts and prayers are with Mrs.
Reagan and their children at this difficult time.
May God bless them, and may God bless the
United States of America.

Hon. Jeff Miller

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, most Presidents have been de-
fined by the events of their day. Whether it is
war, the economy, or domestic policy, these lead-
ers have all been forced to react to the issues.
RoNALD WILSON REAGAN, however, did not fit
this mold. His Presidency defined the events of
his day, which boldly resembles the world that
we each live in.

Taking office in a relatively peaceful period in
our history, where the cold war was in an as-
sumed perpetual state, rather than a quid pro

quo acceptance of an evil empire on the other
side of the globe, President REAGAN challenged
the conventional wisdom of appeasing the Soviet
Union and challenged them directly, helmet to
helmet, on the field of ideology.

President REAGAN’s administration had an ex-
ceptional consistency through his 8 years—life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, words we
often take for granted while denying ourselves a
conscious thought that there are many who are
denied these God-given, inalienable unalienable
rights.

On June 12, 1987, from what was West Ger-
many’s Brandenburg Gate, President REAGAN
spoke directly to communist states, telling them
what was painfully obvious to the Western
world: A totalitarian system just did not work.

-{W}'e see failure, technological backwardness, declining
standards of health, even want of the most basic kind—too

little food. ... After ..
the entire world one great and inescapable conclusion: Free-

. four decades ... there stands before

dom leads to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds
among the nations with comity and peace. Freedom is the
victor.

This, of course, was the famous speech where
President REAGAN asked Mr. Gorbachev to tear
down the Berlin Wall and to let men and women
be free. President REAGAN pledged cooperation
in reducing nuclear weapons, maintaining peace,
but doing so in a setting befitting civilized na-
tions. This declaration, while a defining moment
in his Presidency, was consistent of a President
who believed, truly believed, in a free-market
economy and in a world that called on personal
responsibility and a hand up rather than a hand-
out; limited government; the right of men and
women to live free, and children to grow up in
a world that did not require them to know the
duck-and-cover routine.

Mr. Speaker, God bless the GIPPER, and may
God rest his soul.

Hon. Darlene Hooley

OF OREGON

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to the
life of President RONALD WILSON REAGAN, a
man whose legacy will be remembered for gen-
erations to come.
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I remember President REAGAN as an opti-
mistic leader who stood up for what he believed
in and who led our Nation with passion, grace,
and wit. President REAGAN believed in the re-
sourcefulness of the American people and be-
lieved that their ingenuity, courage, and hard
work could build a better America and a better
world.

President REAGAN envisioned America as a
can-do country, and he was devoted and unwav-
ering in his commitment to the American peo-
ple. His message of optimism provided hope for
many Americans during challenging times for
our Nation and for the world.

Today we remember his service and his leader-
ship and join the rest of the country in mourning
his passing. My thoughts and prayers are with
his devoted wife Nancy and his entire family.

Hon. Todd Russell Platts

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to RONALD
WILSON REAGAN, our Nation’s 4oth President,
a true statesman and patriot, a husband and fa-
ther, and a Great American. I offer my sincerest
condolences to Mrs. Reagan and the entire
Reagan family. My prayers are with them in this
time of mourning and remembrance.

When RONALD REAGAN was elected President
in 1980, America was facing a crisis. The crisis
went deeper than the economic problems of
double-digit
long gas lines, and threatening military actions

inflation, rising unemployment,
of the Soviet Union. After Vietnam, Watergate,
and the hostage situation in Iran, America actu-
ally began to experience a crisis of faith in itself.
More than any other person, President REAGAN
helped us to overcome our doubts and remind
us that America is, in fact, a “shining city on
a hill.”

RONALD REAGAN was the eternal optimist, a
believer in America’s abilities, ideals, and innate
goodness. His faith in the greatness of our Na-
tion was perhaps best expressed when he said:

In this land of dreams fulfilled, where greater dreams may
be imagined, nothing is impossible, no victory is beyond our
reach, no glory will ever be too great.

Through his outlook and conviction, President
REAGAN restored America’s confidence in itself.

As a result of RONALD REAGAN'’s inspiring
leadership as our President, the world changed
dramatically. Economic stagnation was replaced
with a dynamic economy. President REAGAN
challenged the Soviet Union to “tear down this
wall!” and the Berlin Wall came down. He saw
a day when Eastern Europe would join the free
world, and it did. He stayed firm at Reykjavik
and, for the first time, Russia and America
stopped building, and started destroying, nuclear
weapons.

RONALD REAGAN understood the price of
freedom. Forty years after D-day, and 19 years
and 364 days before he passed away, President
REAGAN commemorated “the boys of Pointe du
Hoc” who took the cliffs at Normandy for the
Allies during World War II. He said:

The men of Normandy had faith that what they were
doing was right, faith that they fought for all humanity, faith
that a just God would grant them mercy on this beachhead
or on the next. It was the deep knowledge—and pray God
we have not lost it—that there is a profound moral difference
between the use of force for liberation and the use of force
for conquest. You were here to liberate, not to conquer, and
so you and those others did not doubt your cause. And you
were right not to doubt.

You all knew that some things are worth dying for. One’s
country is worth dying for, and democracy is worth dying
for, because it’s the most deeply honorable form of govern-
ment ever devised by man. All of you loved liberty. All of
you were willing to fight tyranny, and you knew the people
of your countries were behind you.

It is this understanding of history, this moral
clarity, that helped RONALD REAGAN to lead us
to the freer world we have today. It is what helps
to make President REAGAN one of the giants of
the 20th century, along with his personal hero,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Six years ago, in commemoration of RONALD
REAGAN’s 87th birthday, I had the pleasure of
joining First Lady Nancy Reagan and Ambas-
sador Jeane Kirkpatrick at the Reagan Library in
California. I was there as an elected member of
the Pennsylvania General Assembly. But I was
there, most importantly, as an American citizen
who was honored to pay tribute to and to express
my deep gratitude to President REAGAN for his
tremendous service to our Nation. In my con-
versation with Mrs. Reagan that day, my message
was simply one of thanks. Thanks to her and,
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through her, to President REAGAN for their dedi-
cated, hard-working and outstanding service to
our great Nation and its citizens.

RONALD REAGAN’s service to others, his
statesmanship, his love of country, and his un-
wavering commitment to the principles of free-
dom, liberty, and justice for which our Nation
stands, were great examples for all of us fellow
citizens to emulate. President REAGAN was truly
inspiring to countless citizens. His example
helped to affirm my own commitment to the
ideals of public service, to the ideals of giving
back to one’s Nation, and certainly helped to af-
firm my interest in serving the public office, in-
cluding here in Congress.

I am greatly honored to join with fellow
Americans in saying: Mr. President, thank you
for a job well done and a life well lived. You
will long be missed and never forgotten. God
bless you and God bless this great Nation you
loved so dearly, the United States of America.

Hon. Jo Ann Emerson

OF MISSOURI

M. Speaker, as we mourn the passing of Presi-
dent RONALD REAGAN, I remember one experi-
ence in 1985 that to me defines President
REAGAN best. It was my daughter Katharine’s
first visit to the White House with the Emerson
family. As we approached the Oval Office, out-
side of which we were to wait for the President,
the door swung open. Katharine had been obedi-
ently holding my hand, but at that moment she
broke away from me and she ran toward Presi-
dent REAGAN. The Secret Servicemen standing
between us and the President moved to stop her.
President REAGAN calmly said to
them. Katharine flew past the Secret Servicemen

“NO, I’lO,”

and jumped into the President’s arms, and he
lifted her up high.

The genuine joy on both of their faces struck
me then. Today the memory reminds me that
as strong a man as he was, President REAGAN
could easily match the enthusiastic happiness of
a 2-year-old.

Even before she met him, RONALD REAGAN
was my daughter’s hero. It was not the Presi-

dent’s rhetoric that won her. It was not his stal-
wart countenance under the distress of terror in
the Middle East, his unwavering courage in the
face of communism, or his passionate leadership
in the shadow of a nuclear threat. Not even the
lure of the jellybean jar on his desk made
REAGAN a great man to Katharine.

Plainly put, the quality that won her was the
same one that won us all: his sincerity.

He was quintessentially American. He was a
midwesterner. He was a success story. He was
a visionary. And finally, RONALD REAGAN was
not just a leader whom we believed in; he was
a leader who believed in us.

But when I remember RONALD REAGAN, I
think of him calling off the Secret Service agents
and happily sweeping Katharine up into his
arms. He swept us all up that same way, and
the tide of sincerity on which he carried us is
the same one welling up in the eyes of our Na-
tion right now.

A photo of Katharine in President REAGAN’s
arms, taken seconds after she defied us to pursue
a hug from her hero, today hangs in the front
room of my Washington office. Every time I
walk through that door, I see the photo and
think of him as millions of us do: as a member
of our family.

Hon. Dennis Moore

OF KANSAS

Mr. Speaker, the United States of America lost
one of our giants with the passing last Saturday
of our 4oth President, RONALD WILSON
REAGAN.

We come together today and this week in
Congress, Democrats and Republicans, to pay
tribute to the man who played a primary role
in ending our cold war with the Soviet Union
and who, as the Center for American Progress
said earlier this week, projected “a never-failing
sense of optimism which restored faith in the
American Presidency in a Nation still scarred by
Vietnam and Watergate.”

The Los Angeles Times said this week:

His sunny self-assurance, his insistence that there really
were simple answers to difficult problems, his knack for actu-



Memorial Tributes in the House of Representatives 85

ally making things happen, all were soothing changes for a
country that had endured Vietnam, Watergate, a Presidential
resignation, an energy crisis, double-digit inflation, and the
seizing of American hostages in Iran in the course of one
tumultuous decade.

In particular, Mr. Speaker, we remember RON-
ALD REAGAN for standing firmly with Federal
Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker in the early
eighties to drive down inflation and revive the
economy, thus setting the stage for the pro-
longed American economic expansion of the early
nineties.

While President REAGAN had deeply held core
convictions, as a national leader he was also able
to compromise and change directions when poli-
cies were not working. After instigating a large
tax cut in 1981, for example, he later asked for
tax increases to fight an exploding Federal deficit
and tight monetary conditions. Without Presi-
dent REAGAN’s active support, the Gramm-
Rudman-Hollings Act, which ultimately led to
deficit reductions through imposition of pay-as-
you-go rules, would never have become law.

President REAGAN signed into law bills pro-
tecting 1.9 billion acres of wilderness in Wash-
ington State and Oregon. Known as a lifelong
crusader against communism, President REAGAN
combined military and diplomatic strength to
develop a relationship with Soviet Leader Mikhail
Gorbachev that ultimately led to limits on nu-
clear weapons and the end of the cold war.

The Washington Post recently said that Presi-
dent REAGAN was able to win the respect of Eu-
ropeans through his “commitment to winning
the Cold War and his willingness to work peace-
fully to bring about the demise of the Soviet
Union.”

Even in times of failure and disappointment,
President REAGAN stood tall, and he won the re-
spect of all. Following the disaster at the Marine
barracks in Lebanon and the Iran-Contra scandal,
President REAGAN accepted responsibility say-
ing, “This happened on my watch” and “if there
is to be blame, it properly rests here in this office
and with this President. And I accept responsi-
bility for the bad as well as the good.” That was
a quote from President REAGAN, and I think
that shows the measure of the man that President
REAGAN was.

In the twilight of his life, President REAGAN
again provided hope and inspiration for millions
of Americans with his valiant battle, with the
devoted support of his wife, Nancy, against the
ravages of Alzheimer’s disease. Mr. Speaker, my
father is afflicted with this cruel and debilitating
condition. I share the hope of Nancy Reagan and
millions of others that expanded stem cell re-
search will some day unlock new discoveries
needed to successfully treat Alzheimer’s disease,
diabetes, Parkinson’s disease, and cancer.

I greatly respect the religious convictions of
those people who are concerned about the expan-
sion of stem cell research, but I hope soon we
will find some middle ground between the two
extremes and enable us to go forward with this
research which one day may save the lives of mil-
lions of Americans. One of the legacies of our
4oth President will be that we worked together
to find a way to join in harnessing this tech-
nology and promise. The potential human health
and scientific benefits of stem cell research are
simply staggering, and I hope that we can join
and leave a legacy for President REAGAN and for
Nancy Reagan as well.

In conclusion, I reflect back on RONALD
REAGAN’s last major public address, his speech
to the 1992 Republican National Convention. He
could have been speaking, though, to all Ameri-
cans, Mr. Speaker, because he said, he closed with
these words:

My fellow citizens, ... I want you to know that I have
always had the highest respect for you, for your common
sense and intelligence and for your decency. I have always

believed in you and in what you could accomplish for your-
selves and for others.

And whatever else history may say about me when I am
gone, I hope it will record that I appealed to your best hopes,
not your worst fears, to your confidence rather than your
doubts. My dream is that you will travel the road ahead with
liberty’s lamp guiding your steps and opportunity’s arm
steadying your way.

I hope that we in Congress, Mr. Speaker, can
come together for the American people for an
agenda; and I truly believe that even though we
have honest, good-faith differences between the
parties, we can put aside some of the rancor,
some of the partisanship, and work on the Amer-
ican agenda the way that RONALD REAGAN
wanted us all to do.
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Mr. Speaker, I could think of no better way
to remember the legacy of President RONALD
REAGAN than by those words that he gave.

Hon. Mac Thornberry

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, like many Americans, I feel a real
and personal sense of loss with the death of Presi-
dent RONALD REAGAN. He was a great man and
a great President, ranking in the top tier of all
of our Chief Executives. He will be remembered
as a pivotal historical figure; but, at the same
time, many Americans feel as though they have
lost a member of their family. Such was the
unique legacy of RONALD
REAGAN, the President and the man.

My wife Sally and I each had the honor of
serving as political appointees during the second

character and

term of the Reagan administration. We were
down in the bowels of the bureaucracy, but
proud to be working for and certainly inspired
by President REAGAN. With his optimism and
his confidence in America, he inspired at least
a generation of conservatives to be involved in
public life and to advance the ideals for which
he stood.

As important as his accomplishments domesti-
cally and internationally were, perhaps his most
important success was to help the American peo-
ple believe in themselves again. After the tumult
of assassinations, Vietnam, Watergate, and mal-
aise, RONALD REAGAN came to remind us of the
core values of the Founding Fathers and the spe-
cial place that the United States has in the his-
tory of the world, that “shining city on a hill.”

President REAGAN was called the Great Com-
municator, but he said that what was truly great
were the ideas he communicated. Those ideas
were fundamental in the creation of the United
States. As he noted in his farewell address, he
.. {that} came
. nation—from our experi-

communicated “‘great things
from the heart of a ..
ence, our wisdom, and our belief in principles
that have guided us for two centuries.” RONALD
REAGAN brought out the best in us because he
knew the best of us.

Our Nation was blessed to have been given
RONALD REAGAN, the President and the man.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the accomplish-
ments which cause RONALD REAGAN to stand
among our greatest Presidents can be traced to
a set of fundamental beliefs to which he adhered
throughout his political career.

One of them was strong, steadfast confidence
in the American people. President REAGAN knew
that government must be limited so that the un-
limited potential of individual Americans could
be unleashed. He knew that when families were
able to keep more of the money they earned, not
just the family but the whole country would ben-
efit. The result of his tax relief and restraint of
government was the longest period of economic
growth in the Nation’s history.

President REAGAN also believed, with the
signers of the Declaration of Independence, that
freedom is a gift of God, intended for all peoples.
In his speech to the British Parliament in 1982,
which he viewed as among his most important,
he said:

We must be staunch in our conviction that freedom is not
the sole prerogative of a lucky few, but the inalienable and
universal right of all human beings.

President REAGAN was often underestimated,
but his clear words required clear thoughts, and
those clear thoughts came from a clear vision and
clear values, the articulation of which was refined
over a lifetime of work. The amount of work and
thought RONALD REAGAN put into developing
and expressing his views are only now becoming
known, with the publication of some of the thou-
sands of articles and letters written with his own
hand.

He clearly believed that one must not be afraid
to speak the truth, sometimes to the discomfort
of his advisors. In the well-known speech in
which he called the Soviet Union the “focus of
evil in the modern world” he went on to urge
his listeners and the country to:

{S}peak out against those who would place the United
States in a position of military and moral inferiority ... I
urge you to beware the temptation of pride—the temptation
of blithely declaring yourselves above it all and label both
sides equally at fault, to ignore the facts of history and the
aggressive impulses of an evil empire, to simply call the arms
race a giant misunderstanding and thereby remove yourself

from the struggle between right and wrong and good and
evil.
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Throughout his career of public service, RON-
ALD REAGAN did not remove himself from the
struggle between right and wrong, good and evil.
He engaged in that struggle, and he changed the
course of history.

Before the British Parliament,
REAGAN repeated the question asked by Winston
Churchill in one of his wartime speeches: “What

President

kind of a people do they think we are?” President
REAGAN answered, “Free people, worthy of free-
dom and determined not only to remain so but
to help others gain their freedom as well.”

Being a “free people, worthy of freedom” and
“help{ing} others gain their freedom as well” re-
mains America’s challenge. My hope is that we
pursue those aims with the determination and
spirit that RONALD REAGAN displayed through-
out his career.

A President whose basic political philosophy
about the role of government continues to occupy
center stage in our domestic debates more than
a decade after he left office; a President who
changed the course of world history and helped
free millions of people from totalitarian bondage;
a man who restored a Nation’s confidence in
itself and continues to inspire defenders of free-
dom everywhere—quite a record. Quite a life.

Again, our Nation was blessed to have been
given RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Benjamin L. Cardin

OF MARYLAND

Mr. Speaker, I rise on behalf of the people I
represent in the Third Congressional District to
express my sincere condolences to the Reagan
family and to memorialize our 4oth President,
RoNALD WILSON REAGAN.

I had the opportunity to serve for 2 years in
the Congress when RONALD REAGAN was Presi-
dent of the United States, and I also had the op-
portunity when I was speaker of the State legisla-
ture to work with President REAGAN on behalf
of the National Conference of State Legislators.

M. Speaker, RONALD REAGAN was one of the
most effective Presidents in the history of our
Nation. He brought an agenda of change to
Woashington, and he developed public support

for that change and then congressional support
for that change. He did it using the process, to
bring about a change of policy and expectation
of our country. He also established America as
a world leader, proud of our commitment to de-
mocracy and willing to get involved in inter-
national events to bring about change for the
good. He laid the foundation for the end of the
cold war.

As I said, Mr. Speaker, he was a remarkable
President and will be missed by all.

On January 20, 1981, President REAGAN spoke
of his abiding commitment to “a special interest
group that has been too long neglected. It knows
no sectional boundaries or ethnic and racial divi-
sions, and it crosses political party lines. It is
made up of men and women who raise our food,
patrol our streets, man our mines and factories,
teach our children, keep our homes, and heal us
when we're sick—professionals, industrialists,
shopkeepers, clerks, cabbies, and truck drivers.
They are, in short, “we the people,” this breed
called Americans.”

Mr. Speaker, he will be missed by all.

Hon. Wayne T. Gilchrest

OF MARYLAND

America mourns these past few days the pass-
ing of a true American, one who reflects not only
the values of the country in the 21st century or
the 20th century, but RONALD REAGAN had in-
herent in his body and his soul and his mind
and his heart the idea that each of us has a pas-
sion for freedom, that each of us has a sense of
urgency for justice.

Jefferson will be remembered for many, many
things; but we will all remember those words,
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal.”

And Lincoln will be remembered for many,
many things, but we will all remember those
words after the Civil War: “With malice toward
none, with charity for all, let us work together
to bind up the Nation’s wounds.”

And a century later, another American that re-
flected the true values of our country said that
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“you will not be judged by the color of your
skin, but by the content of your character.”

These men through the centuries brought
America together. They united America. They
had a vision for America.

RONALD REAGAN will be remembered for
many, many things, but we will all remember
with a sense of seriousness and joy when he said,
“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

So what Mr. REAGAN was trying to do was
to impart that passion for freedom, that urgency
for justice, not only for Americans and the vast
array of cultures that we have here but for the
rest of the world.

Mrs. Reagan, the Reagan family, America,
President RONALD REAGAN will be missed, but
always remembered.

Hon. Mark Green

OF WISCONSIN

Mr. Speaker, I entered college in the late sev-
enties, and so I remember well those times and
the challenges that we faced: soaring inflation,
soaring interest rates, soaring unemployment, gas
prices that were sky high, on the world stage
hostages in Iran, and the cold war loomed large.

I remember that as President REAGAN took of-
fice, some pundits, some experts out there argu-
ing that the Office of the Presidency had become
too big for one man. And they said maybe it was
time to look at a different institution, co-Presi-
dency or something like that. And then on to
the stage came RONALD REAGAN.

Through shear force of character, through his
inspirational leadership, I am proud to say that
he shaped the modern Republican Party, he
shaped the Office of the Presidency, he shaped
a new America, indeed he shaped a new world,
a new world that offered hope for freedom-loving
people all around the world.

Mr. Speaker, not a bad accomplishment for

one man.

Hon. Michael C. Burgess

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, it has been said that RONALD
REAGAN loved Texas and Texas loved RONALD
REAGAN right back. So it was especially poign-
ant that news of his passing occurred during our
State Republican Convention this past weekend.
Indeed, State Senator Jane Nelson from my dis-
trict in north Texas was quoted in the newspaper
as saying, “We stopped at that point. We had
a preacher on hand that gave him a beautiful
tribute. We were able to come up with a picture,
and we all sang ‘Amazing Grace.” There were a
lot of tears, mine included.”

County judge Mary Horn was quoted in my
local paper as saying, “He was the same up close
as you perceived him to be on television. He was
very sincere and very nice. When he talked to
you, he talked to you. He didn’t pay attention
to things going on around him. You had his full
attention.”

State Representative Myra Crownover said, “I
remember that while REAGAN was the oldest
elected President, what sticks in my mind was
the way he connected to young people. We had
been through a decade of young people being
disconnected with taking pride in America, and
he lit that spark
Crownover went on to say, ‘You have to be ap-

again.” Representative
preciative of what his family is living through.”
Someone described it once as being halfway to
Heaven. I am so glad he has been released so he
could go the rest of the way.

Hon. Tom Feeney

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, for all Americans, RONALD
REAGAN was a happy warrior who fought all of
his life for freedom with a gracefulness and a con-
fidence that inspired all of America. But for
American contemporary conservatives like my-
self, RONALD REAGAN was more than that. He
was our Plato, laying the philosophical ground-
work for limited government, freedom, and self-
responsibility.
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He was our Moses. After Lincoln, repub-
licanism had been adrift in fighting our way out
of a desert filled with statist tendencies and the
march toward bigger government and welfare de-
pendency, something Frederick Hayek described
as “The Road to Serfdom.” REAGAN reminded
conservatives that America had a great ren-
dezvous with destiny ahead.

Reagan was our Washington, the first contem-
porary President to consistently lay out conserv-
ative principles and steadfastly, calmly, and time-
ly lead us during threats to freedom from big
government and taxation at home, threats from
tyrannical hegemony from abroad, to secure what
our first President called the “sacred fire of lib-
erty.”

Finally, RONALD REAGAN was a Churchill,
warning of external threats not only to our home-
land’s freedom but of gathering storms building
globally which endangered the aspirations of
freedom fighters across the globe. And like
Churchill, he then led us and led the free world
in refusing to appease or co-exist with totali-
tarian threats but instead insisting, like King
Henry at Agincourt, that we wade into the
enemy and win.

Finally, to quote Senator Benjamin Hill when
he was speaking of the death of Robert E. Lee,
I would like to quote him with respect to RON-
ALD REAGAN: “He was a foe without hate; a
friend without treachery; a soldier without cru-
elty; a victor without oppression; and a victim
without murmuring. He was a public officer
without vices; a private citizen without wrong;
a neighbor without reproach; a Christian without
hypocrisy; and a man without guile. He was a
Caesar, without his ambition; Frederick, without
his tyranny; Napoleon, without his selfishness,
and Washington, without his reward.”

This week America gives President REAGAN
his very just reward.

By 1980, America’s leaders were presiding over
a self-described “national malaise” domestically,
I2-percent interest rates, 20-percent mortgage
rates, and a rising misery index across the land.

Internationally, America seemed resigned to
co-existence with an evil empire that had
enslaved and killed tens of millions, and drawn
down upon two-thirds of the world’s people an
“iron curtain” of suffering and hopelessness.

A decade later, it was morning again in Amer-
ica. Tax rates were cut from 70 percent to 2§
percent, gross domestic product rising at the
fastest rates since World War II, stock markets
booming and the American spirit transcending

long-forgotten malaise.

Hon. Scott Garrett

OF NEW JERSEY

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as we pay our re-
spects to one of the greatest leaders that this Na-
tion has ever known, a man who will forever be

held as a model for what is great about America.

As we take this time to mourn the loss of one
of our Nation’s greatest leaders, we should also
celebrate his heroic and historic life that he lived.
RONALD REAGAN exemplified the best qualities
that you would ever want in a leader. He was
compassionate, he was caring, he was visionary,
and he was strong. He took our Nation from a
crisis in confidence to a country the entire world
would view as a standard bearer of justice and
liberty.

Americans put their trust in RONALD
REAGAN and, in turn, RONALD REAGAN put his
trust in each one of us. He had faith in the
American individual, in one’s ability to care for
one’s self. RONALD REAGAN knew that we could
do more for ourselves than any oversized bureau-
cratic burdensome Federal Government could
ever do. RONALD REAGAN believed that doing
more for ourselves was really the best way that
we could regain that long missing self-confidence

and our American pride again.

So today, in the wake of the President’s death,
we must continue to learn from his teachings.
And we must long remember after today the con-
tributions that RONALD REAGAN made to this
Nation.

So may the legacy of RONALD REAGAN live
on as long as we are all proud to raise up the
Stars and Stripes and call ourselves the United

States of America.
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Hon. John Kline

OF MINNESOTA

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to rise and join my
colleagues in expressing my love and admiration
and respect for President RONALD REAGAN. I
very much appreciate that here on the House
floor last night and today colleagues from both
sides of the aisle have stepped up to express their
respects. I think that is an important thing. It
is an indicator of what a truly great man, a great
President, a great leader we had in RONALD
REAGAN.

Many of us had the privilege and honor of
working closely with President REAGAN. I was
very fortunate that in his first months in office
I had the position of being his Marine Corps aid
and carrying the nuclear football, the codes, trav-
eling with him, and having the opportunity to
share some thoughts. It usually was him sharing
the thoughts and me listening in rapt attention,
but what a wonderful man.

When you were with and near RONALD
REAGAN, it really was “morning in America.” I
never knew any one of us who worked with him
or anyone who was in his presence who could
not feel his love for life, his love for our country,
his unstoppable optimism. And on the one hand
he was, as we have heard many of our colleagues
say, friendly, lovable, affable, ready with the
joke; and on the other hand he was truly a man
of steel.

He had a wonderful vision for America, a vi-
sion as he articulated of a “city on the hill,” a
beacon of hope and opportunity for the world.
And his resolute determination that we would
not continue in the impossible impasse of the
cold war, the very cold war that necessitated me
and my colleagues to carry those nuclear codes;
he refused to accept that as inevitable and he set
out with the determination that is hard to imag-
ine today, to end that impasse, to win the war,
to defeat the evil empire. I was proud to serve
with him.

I just want to express my love to him and my
love to his family.

Hon. Terry Everett

OF ALABAMA

M. Speaker, I insert at this point in the Record
my celebration of President RONALD REAGAN’s
life, truly a man that made a great difference in
this country and this world.

Mr. Speaker, I join this House and all the
American people in mourning the loss of former
President RONALD WILSON REAGAN. His pass-
ing is not only a sad time for America, but for
all nations.

President REAGAN gave hope and optimism to
a world fearful of an uncertain future. He stirred
forgotten emotions of patriotism at home while
evoking courage in millions abroad struggling
under the yolk of communism.

He helped to end the cold war, and his legacy
is much in evidence today as once again a strong
and patriotic America leads the world against the
evil of tyranny.

Another legacy of President REAGAN—one for
which he was attacked by the shortsighted—was
his vision of a strategic missile defense for our
Nation and our allies. Thank God RONALD
REAGAN did not waiver in his resolve to pursue
research into a missile defense for America. His
unbridled determination to protect America from
nuclear annihilation ultimately brought the So-
viet Union to its knees.

Today, 20 years later, President Bush is lead-
ing the launch of a long-awaited missile defense
system that will make America more secure from
the threat of nuclear attack by a rogue nation
or terrorist organization. The groundwork re-
search and development of this vital defense pro-
gram, the Strategic Defense Initiative, was begun
under President REAGAN.

I am honored to chair the House Armed Serv-
ices Subcommittee on Strategic Forces which has
a direct role in the funding and oversight of this
landmark missile defense system. And, I am
proud to know that my subcommittee’s efforts
are the continuation of the promise made by
RONALD REAGAN to bring about a safer future
for our families.

On a personal note, the people of the Second
District of Alabama have a special love for RON-
ALD REAGAN. On July 10, 1986, Air Force One
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landed at Dothan Airport and President REAGAN
joined hundreds of our citizens of the Wiregrass
for fried chicken and a discussion of his tax cut
plan. His charm and conservative message were
very warmly received. It was clear to everyone
there that he hated to leave, and we hated to give
him up.

Now Alabama and America must say a final
farewell to our beloved former President. Frank-
ly, I can’t imagine an America without RONALD
REAGAN. He symbolized more completely than
anyone else in modern history what we loved so
much about our country. He made America
“America” again and for that we will always be
grateful.

On behalf of the people of the Second District
of Alabama, I send my condolences to Nancy
Reagan and her family. We join with the Nation
and the world in sharing in your grief.

Hon. Doc Hastings

OF WASHINGTON

Mr. Speaker, RONALD REAGAN is a large part
of why I have the honor of standing here today.
I am from Washington State but in the
midsixties I lived in California. In 1966 I had
the privilege of casting my first vote for RONALD
REAGAN in the gubernatorial primary and subse-
quently in the general election when he was
elected Governor.

I moved back to Washington in 1976, and I
served as a Reagan delegate to the Presidential
Convention in Kansas City. He inspired me to
get involved in public service, and 2 years later,
I was elected to the Washington State Legisla-
ture.

Reagan viewed the government as a servant of
the people, not their master. Throughout his ca-
reer, he worked for less government control over
our lives. During his first inaugural address he
said:

{IFt’s not my intention to do away with government. It
is rather to make it work—work with us, not over us; to
stand by our side, not ride on our back. Government can
and must provide opportunity, not smother it; foster produc-
tivity, not stifle it.”

While he made no apologies for what he be-
lieved, he was a pragmatist, not willing to sac-

rifice the good for the perfect. He has been
quoted as saying: “Die-hard
thought that if I couldn’t get everything I asked
for, I should jump off the cliff with the flag fly-
ing—go down in flames. No,” he said, “if I can

conservatives

get 70 or 80 percent of what ... I'm trying to
get ... I'll take that and then continue to try
to get the rest in the future.”

We can all point to a handful of people who
shaped us into what we are today. My list cer-
tainly includes RONALD REAGAN, who helped
shape both my political ideology and the day-
to-day manner in which I try to govern—with-
out acrimony, with a touch of humor, and with
an unwavering faith in the American people.

Hon. Katherine Harris

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, tonight we join Americans from
all walks of life and every political persuasion in
mourning a President whose courage, vision, op-
timism and resolve renewed the Nation he loved.

As we look back with the clarity and assured-
ness that history affords, how easily we forget the
staggering challenges that RONALD REAGAN in-
herited on January 20, 1981.

Haunted by the ghost of Vietnam, America
seemed in retreat as Soviet aggression either
enslaved or threatened significant regions of four
continents. Meanwhile, the American people
struggled as stagnant economic growth, double-
digit inflation, and 20-percent interest rates ate
away their life savings and crushed their hopes
for the future. Most ominously, our leaders spoke
of a crisis in the American spirit, of a pervasive
malaise that appeared to have infected our hopes,
our dreams and our will to persevere.

These problems seemed so severe and so insol-
uble that pundits and politicos wondered if the
burdens of the Presidency had become too large,
too complex and too demanding for any one per-
son to handle, but not RONALD REAGAN.

They also believed that the United States
could only hope to become comfortable in its
prison of mutually assured destruction with the
Soviet Union and that the era of nuclear tyranny
was with us forever, but not RONALD REAGAN.
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These so-called experts were even convinced
that a vibrant economy was impossible without
double-digit RONALD
REAGAN.

inflation, but not

Rising from the humblest of beginnings,
RONALD REAGAN taught us once again how to
embrace the extraordinary. His historic Presi-
dency restored our spirit, revitalized our economy
and transformed yesterday’s garrisons of tyranny
into today’s arsenals of liberty.

Mr. Speaker, RONALD REAGAN brought us to-
gether by reminding us of the unique blessings
that we enjoy as a Nation, and as we grieve his
passing this week, let us celebrate a life that ex-
emplified the strength, the character and the re-
siliency of the American spirit

Hon. Johnny Isakson

OF GEORGIA

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to stand here today
on behalf of myself and the citizens of the 6th
District of Georgia and express my deep sym-
pathy to the family of RONALD REAGAN and my
grateful appreciation for the life of RONALD
REAGAN.

I had the occasion to meet Mr. REAGAN for
the first time in 1970 when he began his pursuit
on the national political stage, and I watched in
amazement as this man transformed a decade of
dissent and discord into a decade of hope and
prosperity through the power of his positive atti-
tude and to his great patriotism to his country.

As a young man in the fifties, I remember
crawling under the bomb shelters and under my
desk when we prepared for the cold war and the
worst of the tyranny of communism, and I
watched 35 years later as, through his powerful
persuasiveness, RONALD REAGAN broke down
the Berlin Wall, broke down the Soviet Union
and brought peace and prosperity to more of the
world.

On this day on behalf of all of my constitu-
ents, my children and my grandchildren, I give
thanks for the life of RONALD REAGAN, and I
thank God that RONALD REAGAN came Amer-
ica’s way.

Hon. Jim Gibbons

OF NEVADA

Mr. Speaker, I want to add my thanks to the
gentleman from California (Mr. Cox) for granting
me the time to speak this afternoon.

I rise today to express my most sincere and
heartfelt condolences to the family of RONALD
WILSON REAGAN and to the millions of Ameri-
cans, Mr. Speaker, who join me and all of us in
mourning the passing of this great leader this
week.

I also rise to voice a great sense of loss and
bereavement felt by a multitude of my fellow
Nevadans who are now reflecting upon and cele-
brating the tremendous impact that our Nation’s
4oth and arguably most influential President has
had on all of our lives.

REAGAN’s political accomplishments alone
could fill volumes; yet his political goals would
have been far more difficult to come by if not
for his eternally honorable character and person-
ality. This week, as Americans mourn this great
loss together, we will reflect not only on his po-
litical legacy, but also upon REAGAN’s personal
contributions to America and to our culture.

RONALD REAGAN was more than a President
or a Commander in Chief. President REAGAN
was a smalltown boy who mastered his own des-
tiny to become an inspiration and great moti-
vating force for the principles and policies that
many of us continue to fight for every day in
the House of Representatives.

During my tenure in Congress, it has been one
of my most distinguished honors and personal
joys to lead my colleagues on multiple measures
designed to pay homage to Mr. REAGAN. Most
notably, in May 2002, legislation I sponsored to
grant RONALD and Nancy REAGAN the Congres-
sional Gold Medal became a reality when Presi-
dent Bush presented Nancy Reagan with this
award, the highest honor Congress can bestow,
in the Capitol rotunda.

Ironically, in light of the tremendous impres-
sion his life has left upon the American public,
even the Congressional Gold Medal seems a tiny
token of appreciation that can only be over-
shadowed by the monumental outpouring of re-
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spect, reverence and appreciation flowing from
all corners of our great Nation this week.

So as we contemplate the magnificent life of
President RONALD REAGAN and mourn his pass-
ing, we are reassured by the fact that this body
can and should keep his legacy alive. Congress
can best honor President REAGAN by continuing
progress along a path of conservative policies that
REAGAN himself would be proud of, and with
that, I once again send my warmest regards to
the Reagan family.

Hon. John R. Carter

OF TEXAS

M. Speaker, today our Nation weeps in a very
sad week when we recognize that we have lost
a President who changed the Nation and acted
upon a policy that created positive change not
only for this Nation, but for the entire world.

Many of us who went into politics in the
eighties, as I did, went in because we were in-
spired by RONALD REAGAN. I actually ran for
office the first time in 1980, and something that
I will never forget is that RONALD REAGAN took
the time for a young, just-getting-started fellow
who was running for State representative in
Texas, to drop me a personal note of encourage-
ment. Here was a man who was going to lead
the Nation, and yet he took the time for one
small elected official. I will never forget that.

RONALD REAGAN believed in America. He
knew America to be the most noble Nation on
the face of the Earth, and he absolutely trusted
the American people, that they would do the
right thing, because he knew them to be the
noble people who created this Nation. That mes-
sage, with which he inspired our country,
brought us out of malaise and started us on the
path of glory to know that we are doing the right
thing.

We have missed RONALD REAGAN. We will
miss him tremendously because he inspired us to
the greatness that we have, and for that reason,
he has been a blessing upon this Nation. We will
not forget.

Back in Williamson County, where I come
from, we celebrate RONALD REAGAN'’s birthday

every year, and that is our big birthday celebra-
tion because we know RONALD REAGAN is the
modern founder of the Republican Party today,
and that inspiration causes us to celebrate his
birthday.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his family,
and we hope that they get through this with not
too much crisis for all the blessings they have
bestowed upon our Nation.

Hon. J. Randy Forbes

OF VIRGINIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a heavy heart
to honor one of America’s greatest statesmen,
President RONALD REAGAN.

As RONALD REAGAN makes his final trip to
Washington, we remember this truly humble
American hero. We remember a man with an or-
dinary beginning who went on to do extraor-
dinary things, to chart the course for a genera-
tion, for a Nation and for the world.

M. Speaker, Washington is a town of leaders,
and each of us who comes to Washington has
a vision for the direction of our Nation. Rarely
is there a man like RONALD REAGAN who cannot
only lead leaders, but who can do so with such
integrity, principle and honesty.

In the midst of a Nation whose spirit had been
crushed with war and economic burden, in the
midst of people gripped with fear from the
spread of communism, RONALD REAGAN picked
us up and breathed hope into our hearts. He re-
minded us of what we were fighting for. He said:

{T}he ultimate determinant in the struggle that’s now
going on in the world will not be bombs and rockets, but
a test of wills and ideas, a trial of spiritual resolve, the values

we hold, the beliefs we cherish, the ideals to which we are
dedicated.

He reminded us that as Americans we have
a responsibility to help those in need: “We can-
not turn away from them,” he said, “for the
struggle here is not right versus left; it is right
versus wrong.” How true his words still ring
today.

RONALD REAGAN reminded us that govern-
ment is not the answer to our problems, people
are. “{G}overnment’s view of the economy could



94 Ronald Reagan

be summed up in a few short phrases,” he said.
“If it moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, regulate
it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it.”

By exposing and destroying burdensome and
oppressive regulation and taxes, he restored the
spirit that America is built upon: optimism, op-
portunity and self-reliance. In doing so, he not
only energized the economy, but he rejuvenated
the pride and self-worth of Americans.

Finally, RONALD REAGAN reminded us of the
importance of faith in our democracy. He said,
“Freedom prospers when religion is vibrant and
the rule of law under God is acknowledged.” He
will be missed, but his words and spirit will con-

tinue on.

Hon. J. Gresham Barrett

OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Mr. Speaker, President REAGAN changed our
hearts with his optimistic outlook on life, the
world and our place in it. He came to office at
a time in our history when we were a little
bruised and battered, and, simply said, he pulled
us up by our bootstraps and taught us how to
get back on the horse that knocked us off.

He once said that America is too great for
small dreams, but to RONALD REAGAN these
were not merely words that were used in a 30-
second sound bite. These were words that went
to the core of the man.

He reminded us that even though we may
have our differences, our common bond as Amer-
icans sets us apart from the rest of the world.
He believed in all that is good in America be-
cause he believed there is good in every Amer-

ican.

RONALD REAGAN was a hero to me and a hero
to an entire generation. He leaves a legacy of
hope and prosperity that will last for generations
to come.

I know there is a special place in Heaven for

RONALD REAGAN, and I know in my heart he
heard the words, “Well done.”

Hon. Lincoln Diaz-Balart

OF FLORIDA

M. Speaker, I rise today to honor a man who
I believe to be the greatest American President
of the 20th century. President RONALD REAGAN
defeated the most powerful and dangerous mili-
tary empire in the history of the world without
firing a single shot. President REAGAN knew in-
stinctively that America represents good, and he
knew that communism represents evil. He never
wavered in his conviction that freedom is the
birthright of all mankind.

The enemies of the United States never forgave
him for his firmness, for his character, for his
faith in the people of the United States and his
faith in the cause of liberty. Even in his death,
they continue to attack him. His hatred is evi-
denced by the declaration made by the tyrannical
regime in Havana a few hours ago: “He, who
never should have been born, has died.” That
monstrous statement illustrates the ultimate evil
of the tyrant who has enslaved the Cuban people
for over 45 years. President REAGAN knew that
the Cuban tyrant and that communist tyrants ev-
erywhere have represented and represent the an-
tithesis of liberty, freedom and human dignity.

I think he was an extraordinary leader, Mr.
Speaker, someone who inspired us all, changed
America for the better and saved the world from
tyranny.

May RONALD WILSON REAGAN, apostle of
freedom, democracy and human rights, rest in
peace.

Hon. Fred Upton

OF MICHIGAN

Mr. Speaker, I am one of those fortunate to
have worked and served in the Reagan adminis-
tration for 4% years. I started off as a legislative
aid, and I ended up being in charge of congres-
sional affairs at OMB under Director Stockman
and then under Director Jim Miller. RONALD
REAGAN had a vision, an agenda; and he knew
how to get things done. He surrounded himself
with good people that were smart, who shared



Memorial Tributes in the House of Representatives 95

his vision, and in fact knew the political process
to get things done.

Back then, times were tough. We had the cold
war, we had double-digit inflation, double-digit
unemployment, double-digit interest rates; and
yet he was still able to get his agenda through
and move the country forward. The odds were
stacked against him. Republicans did not control
the Senate; and in this body, in the House, they
did not control the House either. In fact, the
margin was 70 or 8o votes short in the House.
Yet he was still able to get his agenda through.

On the minority side, the Republican side, we
had two terrific dynamic leaders, John Rhodes
and Bob Michel, two Republicans who were mi-
nority leaders, never Speaker. They were both
good, decent, honest people; but they never had
the votes, or not the Republican votes. So RON-
ALD REAGAN appealed to the American people
for his support. Reaganesque is a word today that
you will find in the dictionary, a powerful word,;
and in fact he put policy over politics, and look
at the results.

He beat an incumbent President, a good hon-
est, decent guy, Jimmy Carter, who has done
wonderful things since his Presidency; but the
real test is reelection, and RONALD REAGAN won
49 of the so States. If that was not a mandate
in terms of his agenda, I do not know what is.
That mandate, winning 49 States, I think will
serve as the record for any President running for
reelection.

Yes, history will judge where he stands, right-
fully so. But in large part it already has. RONALD
REAGAN was a great American President, a won-
derful man who touched tens of millions of lives
across this country in every respect of their life.
I was proud to serve a wonderful President for
those years.

Hon. Christopher Cox

OF CALIFORNIA

The first time I met RONALD REAGAN was
the day I began work for him in the White
House. We shook hands and exchanged pleasant-
ries in the Oval Office. Of course, it is difficult
to forget one’s first meeting with the President

of the United States, but what I particularly re-
member is how quickly he put me at ease. Of
course, he told a joke.

Learning that I was a Harvard graduate, he
told me the story of a friend of his who had grad-
uated from Harvard Law School, had become a
partner in a large firm but had lost his position
due to a problem with drinking and drugs, and
consequentially, in succession, he lost his wife,
his family, his income, and even ran afoul of the
law, being put in jail for shoplifting. But now
he was out of jail. He had cleaned up his life
and, most important, he had met a wonderful
woman to whom he wished to propose marriage.
But, and it was on this point that he asked the
President’s advice, he had not told this woman
about his background for fear of losing her. So
he asked the President, should I tell her that I
went to Harvard?

I knew immediately where I stood. Two years
later, I was with the President in the Oval Office,
and I have a picture hanging on my desk of this
moment, and I am sitting across from his desk,
across from him, just the two of us. He has a
big smile on his face, and I am about to burst
out laughing because he was, of course, telling
another joke.

It was a special privilege to travel with the
President on Air Force One, and what I particu-
larly remember is the way the President came
back to cheer up the staff, to regale us with sto-
ries and jokes. I was particularly fond of his
amazingly authentic Irish brogue.

But I will not forget especially the last time
I saw him as President. It was here in this Cap-
itol. He had summoned us, the Republican
Members, just days before the inauguration to
give us a private valediction. No press, no public,
just us. And he spoke from the Democratic sides
of the aisle, from the rostrum on the left, a mis-
take I attributed to his lack of familiarity with
House procedure. It was a mistake of mine, how-
ever. He knew exactly what he was doing. And
as he described his political career, he described
how he did not leave the Democratic Party, the
Democratic Party left him; and he strode pur-
posefully to this other rostrum to the delight of
the Republican Members.

But what he told us that day rose far above
party and partisanship. Because, of course, he saw
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a consistent thread throughout his career in his
support for FDR, his campaigning for Harry
Truman, his support and campaigning for Ike,
and of course his own administration. A few mo-
ments after he finished here on the floor, we
went to Statuary Hall and he mingled with the
Members and we had a few private moments
there. This was, of course, just a few feet from
where in the rotunda later today his body will
lie in repose. He did not tell me a joke at that
time. Instead, after congratulating me on my re-
cent election to Congress, something we had had
the chance more exuberantly to celebrate after I
and my new colleague, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. Rohrabacher), visited with him in the
Oval Office in June, he told me, “never forget
to trust the people who sent you here” and “al-
ways fight for the principles that you and I
share.”

It was the serious side of him because he was
all about ideas. And while his humor, his gregar-
iousness, his avuncularity has been much re-
marked upon in recent days, that was an impor-
tant aspect of his leadership; but it does not tell
us about the substance of his leadership, where
he was taking the country. And it was the ideas
that President REAGAN brought to Washington
that mattered most of all.

It is well known and much remarked upon
that RONALD REAGAN won the cold war without
firing a shot. He led the global movement to tear
down the Berlin Wall. He led an economic ren-
aissance at home by dramatically reducing the
burden of taxes across the board, from a marginal
rate of 70 percent down to 28 percent. But it
is just as important to recognize the leading role
that President REAGAN played in supporting our
country, such issues as the civil rights of women
and men here at home.

President REAGAN, of course, appointed the
first woman to be ambassador of the United Na-
tions. He appointed the first woman to be a Jus-
tice of the U.S. Supreme Court. He appointed
the first woman to be Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the first Latina to be Treasurer of the
United States.

On November 2, 1983, he made Martin Luther
King’s birthday a national holiday. He appointed
the first African American chairman of the U.S.
Civil Rights Commission, my good friend and

great American, the late Clarence Pendleton. He
extended the Voting Rights Act for a quarter
century. He named the first Hispanic to the Cab-
inet, Lauro Cavasos, as Secretary of Education.

On August 10, 1988, he provided compensa-
tion to Japanese Americans who had been de-
prived of their civil liberties and their property
during the infamous internment of World War
II ordered by FDR.

Today, we can see the wisdom of President
REAGAN'’s policies from a distance. He appointed
the first-ever Presidential Commission on AIDS
and gave national direction to the effort to stop
the spread of this terrible disease.

His was the statesmanship of a true leader.
While fighting Soviet expansion in Africa, he
fought apartheid and imposed sanctions on the
racist Government of South Africa by Executive
order. He demanded as a condition of lifting
those sanctions the release of Nelson Mandela.
And vyet he refused to declare economic warfare
against the civilian population of that country,
black, white, and all races as the United Nations
had done in imposing its sanctions on
Zimbabwe. So today, whereas Zimbabwe has be-
come a living hell, an autocracy that has stripped
away all pretense of law or property or personal
safety, South Africa has a real democracy where
all men and women can vote and where all are

equal before the law.

In Central America, he prevented the Soviet
Union from establishing a beachhead in our own
hemisphere, and likewise in Nicaragua. And
throughout Central and South America and the
Caribbean, just as in Central Europe and Asia,
democracy grew and prospered.

Mr. Speaker, from that day in January 1981,
when President REAGAN was sworn in, until last
Saturday, the American people always knew
where to look for a hero. President REAGAN did
great things not only for our country but for our
world. Today, more than 1 billion people live in
freedom because of his global leadership. In fact,
all of the people of the world, those who enjoy
the sweet blessings of liberty and those who still
yearn for freedom, will always know where to
look for a hero.
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Hon. Tim Ryan

OF OHIO

M. Speaker, when our country was confronted
with a terrible menace of dangerous ideology,
REAGAN rallied America and united the world
to decisively defeat the threat of communism.
We are grateful for that leadership.

RONALD REAGAN elevated the Office of the
President. When mistakes were made, RONALD
REAGAN personally accepted responsibility. It
did not matter what focus groups, polls, his ad-
visers, or political consultants said, he understood
that the buck stopped with him and him alone.

He was an American icon, forever remembered
for his warmth and the respect he afforded to
others, and our thoughts and prayers today are
with Nancy and his children and his family at
this very difficult time.

Even when President REAGAN broke the
hearts of the Democrats, he was respected for his
honesty, his beliefs, and the dedication he dis-
played in pursuing them.

As a young elementary school student during
the Challenger disaster, it was enormous comfort
to those of us who were all watching, because
there was a teacher on the Challenger at that time,
to listen to President REAGAN as we began to
question why America was sending these astro-
nauts up into space; why there was a teacher on
the Challenger at that time. And when President
REAGAN said to us that the future does not be-
long to the fainthearted, it belongs to the brave,
he was communicating to us what America was
all about.

I also remember as a young man the way
President REAGAN interacted with then-Speaker
Tip O'Neill. They laughed and they talked and
they joked. And that was a great example for
those of us who were beginning to get ac-
quainted with the political system.

I remember the courage and the humor that
President REAGAN showed when he was shot,
hoping that the doctors were all Republican and
telling his wife, who was terrified, that he forgot
to duck.

I also cannot help but remember President
REAGAN, during the Washington Redskins cere-
mony at the Rose Garden after winning the

Super Bowl, hitting Gary Sanders on the money
as he ran a drag pattern across the Rose Garden.

The differences then, despite our disagree-
ments, were real; but because of the way Presi-
dent REAGAN led, he taught us that there is a
big difference between strong beliefs and bitter
partisanship. Strong beliefs and a love of country
are the only way to bring this country forward
as we face the enormous challenges that we have
before this body today.

RONALD REAGAN always stressed that we are
a can-do country. Democrats and Republicans
both believe this. And I believe it is that sense
of optimism, as we look back on history, that
the Presidents who moved the Nation forward
were optimistic and believed the best and the
brightest in this country would continue to move
us forward.

Mr. Speaker, I believe we can get back on the
right track with strong leadership and a real
commitment to confronting the problems that
face American families today. In the words of
RONALD REAGAN, “we can do better.” With tol-
erance and inclusion, uniting rather than divid-
ing, we can continue the legacy of RONALD
REAGAN.

So when we return to work next week, I hope
this House will be inspired by the leadership of
RONALD REAGAN instead of mired in the par-
tisan politics that have too often affected our
work as of late. We should be inspired by his
patriotism and devotion to our country, and we
should remember his faith, his optimism, and his
unwavering commitment to his convictions as we
do the work of the American people.

In the words of President REAGAN, whose
comforting message he gave us some I8 years
RoNALD
REAGAN, nor the last time we saw him—for now
he has “‘slipped the surly bonds of earth’ to
‘touch the face of God.”” We will miss him.

ago—and we will never forget

Hon. Henry E. Brown, Jr.
OF SOUTH CAROLINA
Mr. Speaker, like so many Americans, Presi-

dent REAGAN was not only my President, but
also my inspiration. My own calling to public
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service in 1981 was in no small part as a result
of President REAGAN’s example. Without his
leadership and passion for our great Nation, I
would not be standing in this great Chamber be-
fore Members today.

He was a shining light and a beacon of hope
not only for our Nation, but also for the world.
At a time in history when it was desperately
needed, he sought peace in our world and was
a champion of democracy and freedom. We are
all better as a result of his contributions, and his
legacy will live forever.

If I had to describe President REAGAN with
just one adjective, it would not be courageous,
optimistic or kind, or any number of other fit-
ting adjectives for such a great man, it would
Above all things, President
REAGAN was an American. He so embodied the
spirit, courage and hope of America that he was

be American.

able to reach out and touch his fellow citizens.
He trusted the American people to be able to
make decisions for themselves, and in turn they
trusted him. He had a dream to make America
stronger by putting more responsibility back into
the hands of the people. He understood that
Americans could manage their hard-earned dol-
lars better than any government agency. He em-
powered the citizens to work harder and to im-
prove our Nation from the ground up.

I am proud to model my views on government
after one of our great Presidents, President
REAGAN. Even those who have never met him
or who disagree with him politically felt a special
connection with President REAGAN. He was a
people’s President, arguably unlike any others
before or after.

He invigorated and inspired those young men
for the battle ahead, just as he invigorated and
inspired a Nation while he was in office. Presi-
dent REAGAN always celebrated life, and he
loved every day of it. I am honored to be cele-
brating the life of such a great American with
Members today. We were blessed and honored
as a Nation to have President REAGAN as both
our leader and as our friend.

Mr. President, you were not just marking
time. You made a tremendous difference in the
lives of all Americans. You made the Nation
stronger and the world a safer place for democ-
racy. Today we still enjoy the fruits of the

Reagan revolution. You fought for freedom, and
today it does not waver. You were the inspiration
of so many, including myself, and today we re-
member and say thanks to you. On behalf of the
entire First Congressional District of South Caro-
lina, a grateful Nation and myself, thank you,
Mr. President, and may God bless you and your
family.

Hon. Mike Ross

OF ARKANSAS

Mr. Speaker, the Great Communicator, an all-
American patriot, relentless pursuer of freedom,
these qualities describe America’s 4oth President,
RONALD REAGAN.

We can all agree that President REAGAN’s en-
during love for his country and his idealistic out-
look renewed faith and hope to a generation of
Americans. My fond memories of President
REAGAN will include, among others, that defin-
ing moment nearly 14 years ago as I watched
with pride as he, as a former President, chiseled
away at the Berlin Wall. I was truly moved by
the immense joy and pride that he radiated and
that radiated on the faces around him. You see,
it had not been that many years before that in
his famous speech he said, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear
down this wall!”

President REAGAN’s commitment and service
to our country and the world will be forever re-
membered in the hearts and minds of people
around the globe. I join millions of others
throughout the world who continue to keep Mrs.
Reagan and their family in my heart and in my
prayers as we pay tribute to the g4oth President
of the United States of America, former President
RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Tom Cole

OF OKLAHOMA

Mr. Speaker, there are few men in our history
whose lives can be said to have changed the
world. RONALD REAGAN was one of those men.

RONALD REAGAN was an inspiration to me
personally and politically. In 1984, I was honored
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to head his reelection campaign in Oklahoma. I
also served as chairman of the Oklahoma Repub-
lican Party during his Presidency. A favorite
memory of mine is of a meeting with the Presi-
dent and Republican State Party chairmen from
the South at the White House in 1988. A 15-
minute meeting turned into an hour-long treas-
ure as he regaled us with one hilarious political
story after another. RONALD REAGAN loved poli-
ticians, he loved politics, and he loved public
service.

I cannot claim to have known RONALD
REAGAN well. I was privileged to be with him
on more than a few occasions. All the same, he
changed my life and the lives of millions of oth-
ers. He was a voice of faith, faith in America,
faith in her people, faith in their future, and,
most profoundly, faith in freedom.

RONALD REAGAN inspired us to do great
things. With him we accomplished much. It is
for us to continue to build that “shining city on
a hill” to which he so often referred. There is
much yet to do. RONALD REAGAN was my hero;
but more important, he was an American hero.
We mourn his passing, but we celebrate his life
of achievement and patriotism.

Mr. Speaker, there are few men in our history
and there will be few men in our future who live
their lives in such a way that the world will be
changed because of their existence. RONALD
REAGAN is one of those men. His dignity, chat-
acter, strength and convictions will distinguish
him in the pages of history and define him as
one of the greatest Presidents of the 20th cen-
tury. President REAGAN was an inspiration to
many and his optimism for America’s future en-
couraged those across all party lines. He knew
there was a brighter tomorrow through the path
of strong values, hard work, tough decisions and
perseverance. His leadership pulled America
through the end of the cold war, pushed the So-
viet Union and the eastern bloc onto the “ash
heap of history” and restored the virtues of ideal-
ism and optimism to our country. He was a vi-
sionary who instigated the rebirth of conserv-
atism and shaped the Republican Party into the
governing national majority we see today.

RONALD REAGAN was a source of inspiration
to me both personally and politically. I was serv-
ing as executive director of the Oklahoma State

Party when REAGAN was elected. In 1984, I was
honored to head his reelection efforts in Okla-
homa. I also served as Oklahoma GOP chairman
during his Presidency, so I had opportunities to
meet and work with him.

RONALD REAGAN had a magic that really ap-
pealed to people. A favorite memory is of a meet-
ing with the President and Republican State
Party chairmen from the South in 1983. A 15-
minute meeting turned into an hour-long treas-
ure as he regaled us with one hilarious political
story after another. His wit and humor are as
fresh in my memory today as they were 20 years
ago. I was privileged to see up close what so
many Americans intuitively felt when watching
him on television. He was an extraordinary man
who lived life and enjoyed being with people.
It is no wonder he was able to move thousands
of people and mobilize them to support his ef-
forts. It’s a gift few of us have—and he had that
magic in abundance.

Not only is RONALD REAGAN a personal hero
to me, his influence has shaped a generation of
politicians. And by doing that he instilled the
values that the Republican Party embraces today.
Countless Republican officeholders got into elec-
tive politics because he fired their imagination.
More profoundly, he showed that the institution
of the Presidency does work. We seldom remem-
ber that after the trials of Watergate and 20 years
of failed or shortened administrations, some
thought our country was too big for one man
to govern, inspire and shape. No one, particularly
those who worked with RONALD REAGAN, ques-
tion that today.

And let us not forget that he was a very effec-
tive politician whose drive to succeed and will
to win were intense. He lost primary after pri-
mary in 1976 before coming back from the polit-
ical graveyard in North Carolina, Texas and
Oklahoma. Former Republican National Chair-
man Frank Farenkopf tells the story that on elec-
tion day in 1984, the President was so far ahead
in the polls that he and Ed Rollins cancelled a
rally in Minnesota. He did not need to be both-
ered, they reasoned. After he won 49 States and
only lost Minnesota by about 2,500 votes, the
President liked to tease both of his advisors about
their election day gaffe. It became a joke, but
the President wanted Minnesota in his column.
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Much has been made in recent days of RON-
ALD REAGAN’s courage. We saw his physical
courage when an assassin sought to take his life
in early 1981. We saw it again when he con-
fronted the ravages of Alzheimer’s with grace,
candor and sensitivity. But President REAGAN
also had the courage of his ideas and an ability
to see the right path for his party and his coun-
try.

One of RONALD REAGAN’s biographers, Ed-
mund Morris, tells of his astonishment when he
read the President’s diaries from his time in of-
fice. He learned how many of the major and
complex decisions of the Reagan administration
were made by the President, alone and in private.
RONALD REAGAN did not care, Morris recounts,
who got the credit as long as his decisions were
implemented and his goals for America came
closer to realization. Recently Kiron K. Skinner
and Marty Anderson’s fine works detailed the
depth and breath of REAGAN’s view of the
world—a view he implemented in office.

In describing another great man at another
time in history, Winston Churchill writes in his
“History of the English Speaking Peoples” that
Robert Peel was:

... the dominating force and personality in English politics

... {who} whether in Opposition or in office ... towered

above the scene. He was not a man of broad and ranging
modes of thoughts, but he understood better than any of his
contemporaries the needs of the country and he had the out-
standing courage to change his views in order to meet them.

Robert Peel, Mr. Churchill added,

. saw the industrial revolution in Britain that made her
the pre-eminent world power in the nineteenth century was
driven not by the government but by private enterprise, by
capital, by entrepreneurs, by a free people willing to take
risks.

There are many differences between Robert
Peel and RONALD REAGAN. Mr. Peel split his
party and destroyed a governing coalition to sup-
port free trade—a decision validated by history.
As a Governor and then as a President, RONALD
REAGAN united a party badly divided over ideas
and led it out of the political wilderness. The
Republican ascendancy in national government
today is a direct result of his leadership. But in
reading Winston Churchill’s appraisal of Robert
Peel’s political biography, he was the dominating
personality in American politics for a generation.

From the vantage of the early 21st century, it
is hard to recall the mood of the country and
its troubles at his election in 1980. Watergate,
defeat in Vietnam, unrestrained Soviet adven-
turism, double-digit inflation and interest rates,
massive unemployment, an energy crisis, Amer-
ican hostages in Tehran, the end of the postwar
U.S. domination of the global economy—all
these combined to give some a sense that Amer-
ica’s best days were behind her; that perhaps free
enterprise and freedom were not the answer; that
we had to accept totalitarian communism as a
legitimate and equally plausible alternative to
our own way of life. RONALD REAGAN rejected
these ideas. He was optimistic about America.
He believed the United States was a “‘shining
city on the hill,” a beacon of hope and freedom
to the world. He understood communism was
evil and free peoples must defend themselves
against the darkness of tyranny and oppression.
He saw a bright and prosperous future for all
Americans, one where their work could carry
them as far as they dared to dream. Looking
back, we take all these things for granted, but
RONALD REAGAN was ridiculed by the intellec-
tuals and so-called realists of his day. It took real
courage to stand up for his beliefs to put them
into practice, and to defend them from the faint
of heart while they took root and blossomed. To
paraphrase Mr. Churchill’s assessment of Mr.
Peel, RONALD REAGAN understood his country-
men better than anyone else on the political
stage. They needed leadership, he gave it and
they loved him for it.

Like Mr. Peel, RONALD REAGAN also had the
courage to change his views. A New Deal Demo-
crat, his partisan affiliation and ideological van-
tage point slowly shifted over time from a liberal
Democrat who believed in government interven-
tion to a conservative Republican who trusted
Americans and the people of the world to solve
their own problems. As anyone who has even a
passing understanding of Hollywood and its cul-
tural and political outlook knows, this was not
an easy thing to do. RONALD REAGAN learned
about communists first-hand when he battled to
keep them out of the entertainment industry.
Much of his later political success was based on
a willingness to stand up to Soviet aggression.
Yet, when a glimmer of light came through the
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darkness behind the Iron Curtain, President
REAGAN
through negotiation and began to talk to the So-
viets and their leader, Mikhail Gorbachev. Many
of his longtime supporters decried his decision

saw America’s chance for victory

and they did so with good reason because the
Soviets historically did not negotiate in good
faith. But the President had the courage and the
vision to see the great opening and he took it.
And, like so many times in the past, he was
right. And we are better for it.

Mr. Speaker, like many Americans I cannot
claim to have known RONALD REAGAN well. I
was privileged to be with him on more than a
few occasions, but more often I watched him on
television or read about him in the morning’s
newspapers with the rest of the country. All the
same, he changed my life. And he changed the
lives of millions around the world. His was a
voice of faith. Faith in America, in her people,
and in freedom. He inspired us to do great
things. With him we accomplished much.
Though he has gone to a better place, it is for
us to continue to build that “shining city on the
hill.” There is much yet to do, but RONALD
REAGAN'’s legacy and memory will inspire us in
our task.

Hon. David Wu

OF OREGON

I would like to share a personal story, one lit-
tle vignette about my experience with President
REAGAN. It was during my student days, during
my college senior year. Then-Governor REAGAN
came to Stanford to speak. The speech was orga-
nized. It was sometime between his 1976 Presi-
dential campaign and his 1980 Presidential cam-
paign. He had been Governor of California.

His speech at Stanford was organized by the
Young College Republicans or the Young Col-
lege Conservatives. Whoever organized it, they
carefully screened the audience, and a lot of folks
were screened out. But for whatever reason, I was
screened in.

Then-Governor REAGAN gave a very good
speech, after which he took questions. I was one
of the ones who rose to ask a question. Of course,

it was a challenging question. As I was going
into the question, members of the audience start-
ed to boo me, and the moderator rose to cut off
my question. It was at that point that Mr.
REAGAN stepped up and said, “No, no, no, I
want to hear the young man out, and I want to
answer his question.” I had my say, he answered
the question, and of course he got a standing
ovation.

But I think it is that moment, that image of
Mr. REAGAN, that I remember, his graciousness,
his openness, his generosity of spirit, the willing-
ness to hear folks out and hear debate. That is
a sign of greatness in any individual, and there
were lessons for that day almost 30 years ago, and
they are perhaps lessons today for the Wash-
ington in which we work today.

My best wishes to the family, and God bless
RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Dan Burton

OF INDIANA

Mr. Speaker, I, like all of my colleagues,
would like to extol the wonderful accomplish-
ments of President REAGAN, the economy com-
ing back from the doldrums, the destruction of
the Berlin Wall, and the communist menace that
we faced so much back in the sixties, seventies
and eighties. But what I want to talk about
today are personal experiences I had with RON-
ALD REAGAN.

When I was running for office over a period
of 10 or 12 years, I promised my mother, who
was a waitress for many, many years at L.S. Har-
ris & Company, that if I ever got elected to the
Congress of the United States, the first thing I
would do is take her in the front door of the
White House and introduce her to the President
of the United States.

I got elected in 1983. I called the White House
and they said, yes, we can give you a couple of
minutes with the President. I called my mom,
and I took her in the front door of the White
House expecting a very perfunctory kind of
meeting where he would shake hands and take
a picture, and that would be it. Unbeknownst
to me, he contacted my office and tried to find
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out everything he could about me. When we
walked in, he put his arm around me and said
to my mother, “This is one of the finest young
Congressmen in the Congress. I want you to
know that I really appreciate all of the things
he has done,” and he reeled off three or four
things I had accomplished that I did not think
he had any idea about.

I could see my mother’s chest expanding, ex-
panding, and expanding. Here is a little lady
from the Midwest who had a very tough life, was
abused as a wife, and protected me and my sister
from abuse from my father. She had nothing but
a tough life, and here was the President of the
United States telling her what a great guy her
son was. I will never forget that as long as I live.
She walked out of that office with my stepfather
and me, and she was so proud. She carried a pic-
ture of the President and us together for the rest
of her life. She was so proud to the day she died.
He was that kind of a guy.

I remember another time I debated Al Gore
when he was in the House and Tom Downey of
New York on the Strategic Defense Initiative
when the President first started talking about de-
fending this country from an incoming missile
attack. I debated Al Gore and Tom Downey on
a special order for probably 30 or 40 minutes,
and I thought that was the end of it. And 2 days
later, I got a personal handwritten letter from
the President thanking me for sticking up for
him. Who would believe the President of the
United States would take the time to write a
handwritten note to a new Congressman just be-
cause he took a position that paralleled the Presi-
dent’s? He was a wonderful, down-to-earth man.

One more little anecdote, and then I will let
the rest of my colleagues talk. When I first got
elected, they had a dinner for all of the freshmen
Congressmen. After the dinner, we were walking
around the Green Room, and everybody was pat-
ting the President on the back and saying what
a great job he had done with the tax cuts. As
he walked by me, I thought I better talk about
something besides tax cuts because he is just
walking past everybody, and I really wanted to
talk to the guy.

As he walked by, I said, “President REAGAN,
one of my favorite movies was ‘King’s Row.””
He said, thank you very much, took two steps

past me, stopped, turned around and came back,
and talked for 10 minutes about that movie. It
was one of the greatest thrills of my life to get
a real insight into what he did as a movie actor.
He really enjoyed it as well. All my colleagues
gathered around. It was one of the highlights of
the evening.

That is the kind of guy RONALD REAGAN was.
He cared about people in addition to being a
great President.

I would like to say to his family, God bless
you, all of you. Mrs. Reagan, you were great to
us when you were First Lady. God bless you and
your family. The good Lord, I am sure, has a very
high place in Heaven for RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Rahm Emanuel

OF ILLINOIS

Mr. Speaker, I do not have stories like the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. Burton), personal
interaction with former President REAGAN, but
as somebody growing up and loving politics, I
obviously watched his Presidency as a student of
politics.

Here was a guy known as a Great Communi-
cator, an eternal optimist. It makes sense when
one thinks about it: A guy who grew up in
Dixon, IL, a troubled home, faced a series of dis-
advantages, and one day wakes up in the White
House.

What is there not to be optimistic about? And
he had that sense of optimism, and everybody
can talk about different skills or techniques or
tactics as a communicator; but the truth is he
never left Dixon, IL. He had that common touch.
He knew about walking-around folk, and he un-
derstood their lives, and he could tell a great
story that gave people a sense of his ideas. So
he spoke of our common wisdom and our com-
mon sense.

One of the other things that I very much ad-
mired on the policy, although I do have dif-
ferences obviously, was President REAGAN’s com-
mitment to the earned income tax credit. In
1986, he greatly expanded the earned income tax
credit; and if I can quote him, “This is the best
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antipoverty, the best profamily, the best job cre-
ation measure to come out of Congress.”

That was President REAGAN on the earned in-
come tax credit; and he understood that through
a tax credit we can help create jobs, help be
profamily, did not have to have a government
bureaucrat to do it, but it was something we
could do through the Tax Code to reward work,
reward responsibility, and fight poverty at the
same time.

I think that was a tremendous program. We
expanded it in 1993 and again later on in 1997,
but RONALD REAGAN in 1986 really put the
muscle behind the earned income tax credit, a
great program that I think lifted millions of
American families and children out of poverty
and did it by rewarding work, not dependency.

Last, RONALD REAGAN spoke to our patriot-
ism and our sense of love. He came into office
at a time when people did not think you could
do the job of the Presidency. It was just so over-
whelming. And with his ease, his grace and his
confidence, he restored people’s confidence in
that office.

M. Speaker, he has a legacy of patriotism and
confidence in America and the American people,
and it will endure. Our hearts go out to Mrs.
Reagan and his entire family, to a great, great
patriot.

Hon. Steve Buyer

OF INDIANA

Mr. Speaker, RONALD REAGAN'’s belief in the
ideals of individual liberty reassured America to
believe in itself and inspired people all over the
world.

Like a flower perfect in its bud and as it is
in its bloom, it spreads its seeds before it dies.
So did RONALD REAGAN as he spread the seeds
of liberty and its attributes to the people of the
world through the pursuits of freedom.

His critics viewed him as a throwback in time,
almost antediluvian; but what RONALD REAGAN
possessed were principles and ideals that were
ageless. They served as guideposts for our coun-
try in time.

I will always remember his courage to take a
stand in the face of adversity, especially the evils

of tyranny. He understood that liberty is pro-
tected by the vigilant who must be ready to pre-
pare and defend freedom, thereby preserving
peace.

I will always remember his charm and smile.
They were infectious. He was always able to stay
above the fray, undeterred with his calm de-
meanor and balanced temperament. I believe his
optimism inspired people in more ways than this
body could ever articulate. To RONALD REAGAN,
one cannot believe impossible things, for it op-
presses the soul and thwarts hope.

He dared Americans to dream big and made
it fashionable to be a dreamer of dreams. His sen-
timentality reflected his care and concern for peo-
ple. I thank the REAGAN family for permitting
the state funeral so that people can mourn their
President.

On behalf of my constituents in Indiana, I ex-
tend their thoughts and prayers of many Hoosiers
to the Reagan family.

Hon. Stephanie Herseth

OF SOUTH DAKOTA

Mr. Speaker, many Members of this House
worked closely with President REAGAN and were
fortunate to call him their friend. Many were in-
spired to service by his example and point to his
Presidency as a turning point in their lives. For
many in my generation, he is the first President
we really remember from the beginning of his
Presidency to the end. He is the first President
who inspired us with his confidence and opti-
mism as well as his humility.

He is the first President in our memory to
truly embody that graceful strength that we seek
from our leaders in times of crisis and uncer-
tainty. We will all remember President RONALD
REAGAN in our own way, shaped by our own
perspective. What I will always remember most
is the respect, the dignity, and the sincerity with
which he treated others, as will all America for
generations to come. My thoughts and prayers
are with his wife, Nancy Reagan, his family, and
his many friends.
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Hon. Mark R. Kennedy

OF MINNESOTA

Mr. Speaker, our country had suffered its fair
share of lumps in the seventies, and in 1980 we
were looking for a leader who would draw a line
in the sand and say “no more.” We found that
rare man in RONALD REAGAN. RONALD
REAGAN succeeded where others failed because
throughout his public life he concerned himself
with getting things done, not winning applause.
In fact, one of REAGAN’s hallmarks was the
plaque he kept on his desk that said: “There is
no limit to what you can accomplish if you don’t
care who gets the credit.”

As a businessman, I admired RONALD
REAGAN'’s dedication to this seemingly modest
goal. Putting success ahead of personal accolades
is a difficult lesson for many to learn, but a talent
all great men seem to instinctively possess. It is
an axiom that turns productive individuals into
leaders, and it turned RONALD
REAGAN into one of the greatest leaders and

innovative

greatest Presidents we have had. Ironically, the
more REAGAN sought to distance himself from
the successes he knew grew from the sweat and
tears of the American people, the more it turned
out that those people admired him for his prin-
cipled leadership. That leadership earned RON-
ALD REAGAN widespread respect and helped
REAGAN form broad bipartisan coalitions to
renew America. The results were immediate,
winning historic legislative victories on pro-
viding tax relief and strengthening our military.
The economy flourished as our national pride re-
turned.

I can recall what a difference RONALD
REAGAN made in my own life, from the de-
pressed job market I entered after graduating
from college in 1978 to the vastly improved job
opportunities I found after graduating from busi-
ness school in 1983. The world was a wholly dif-
ferent place in those 5 years because the Reagan
era had become the Reagan revolution.

The impact that RONALD REAGAN had on our
world is immeasurable. When he took office, our
collective national spirit had been lulled to sleep
in the morass of the sixties and the seventies.
REAGAN seized the sleeping giant and shook it

wide awake with a jolt of optimism and patriot-
ism and a reminder of our destiny as Americans
that our best days lay ahead.

May God bless the spirit and family of RON-
ALD REAGAN, our 4oth President, and one of our
true national heroes.

Hon. Bob Etheridge

OF NORTH CAROLINA

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of the
Second District of North Carolina, I rise to pay
my respects to the late RONALD REAGAN, the
4oth President of the United States of America.
My wife, Faye, and I join all North Carolinians
and all Americans in expressing our condolences
to former First Lady Nancy Reagan and the en-
tire Reagan family.

RONALD W. REAGAN served two terms in our
Nation’s highest office after winning over-
whelming margins of victory in the Presidential
elections of 1980 and 1984. His time in office was
marked by renewed pride in America, and he is
to be commended for his steadfast devotion to
liberalization from the oppression of communism
and that vicious rule in nations throughout the
world.

Regardless of one’s position on President
REAGAN'’s policies and politics, all Americans re-
member his warmth of spirit and the respectful
manner in which he engaged in public debate.
This approach kept acrimony to a healthy min-
imum even when conflicting views on vitally im-
portant issues were debated in this House and
in this city. That example stands in marked con-
trast to the divisiveness and bitter partisanship
we have too often witnessed since his Presidency.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, all Americans stand in
solidarity and salute Nancy Reagan and the
whole Reagan family for the dignity and grace
that they have displayed through the former
President’s long and difficult struggle with Alz-
heimer’s disease. Their struggle has been our
struggle, for it reminds us of the afflictions mil-
lions of Americans face in anonymity every day.
The Federal Government must act to ease this
needless suffering by increasing research funding
and modernizing regulations to allow for poten-
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tially lifesaving research using stem cells and
other medical techniques. The pain on Mrs. Rea-
gan’s face should prod the conscience of this
country to end the cruel victimization of stricken
patients who require potentially lifesaving re-
search.

In conclusion, the passing of President
REAGAN closes an important chapter in Amer-
ican history. As the leaders of the 20th century
pass from the scene, we must endeavor to carry
on their legacy of progress at home and American
leadership in the world. On behalf of the people
of North Carolina, I rise today to say, rest in

peace, Mr. President.

Hon. Mike Ferguson

OF NEW JERSEY

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of the
Seventh District of New Jersey, I rise to pay trib-
ute to the life and legacy of one of the great
Presidents in the history of the United States,
RONALD REAGAN. In the farewell address at the
end of his second term, President REAGAN said
that those in his generation:

{Wkere taught, very directly, what it means to be an
American. And we absorbed, almost in the air, a love of coun-
try and an appreciation of its institutions.

In many ways, President REAGAN was my first
President. His presence was the dominant force
in America and in politics when I first started
thinking about policy issues, the role of govern-
ment, and America’s unique place of leadership
in the world. And I believe, for my generation
and for so many more, President REAGAN en-
abled us to do just what he had been taught in
his generation: to absorb, almost in the air, a love
of country and an appreciation for its institu-
tions.

After the turmoil and tumult of the sixties and
the seventies, President REAGAN helped America
regain its confidence. He helped us to remember
who we were, what being an American meant,
and the greatness which would allow America to
play a pivotal role on the world stage. RONALD
REAGAN believed in “peace through strength,”
and he won the cold war. He believed in the dig-
nity and the value of every human person, and

he believed in an optimistic vision for the future
of America which resulted in one of the golden
ages of American patriotism, prosperity, and
progress. He was able to be a tough leader and
a formidable adversary; and he did it with his
own human touch, with a warm sense of humor,
and his ever-present humility.

Future generations will teach their children
just as we are teaching ours that the life and leg-
acy of President RONALD REAGAN will take its
rightful place alongside the greatest leaders in
our Nation’s history and as one of the pivotal
figures of the 20th century who quite literally
changed our world for the better. For this, we
will forever be in his debt. May he rest in peace.

Hon. Artur Davis

OF ALABAMA

Mr. Speaker, it is probably somewhat appro-
priate that I follow my friend from New Jersey
(Mr. Ferguson) because, like some other Members
in this body, I passed from being a child to being
a grown man under the Reagan Presidency dur-
ing those 8 years. And it is appropriate and I
am honored to stand here today as part of the
great bipartisan tradition in this country to ex-
press my condolences to the Reagan family.

This is not a moment for party. It is a moment
for solemn reflection about America and about
someone who cared very deeply about America.
Make no mistake, there are some on my side of
the aisle who, including myself, have profound
disagreements with the direction of what has
been called the Reagan revolution.

All of us in this Chamber do not share the
same vision or the same viewpoints on a number
of the President’s policies during the eighties,
but this is a time to give him his due, and this
is a time to remember what the best tradition
of RONALD REAGAN'’s conservatism meant.

One of my strongest memories of RONALD
REAGAN was one of his last great speeches when
he went to the Berlin Wall about 24 years after
John F. Kennedy went there, and he said sym-
bolically to Mikhail Gorbachev, then the leader
of the Soviet Union, that if he was serious about
reform, if he was serious about freedom, he
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should come to this place, open this gate, and
tear down this wall. And somehow 15 months

later the wall was gone.

RONALD REAGAN was fortunate that he lived
to see successes on his own terms. He lived to
see the wall come down in Berlin. And I have
to believe this: We can debate as historians what
caused the Soviet empire to fall without a shot
being fired. We can debate as people who follow
history what caused the Soviet Union to implode.
But we ought to be generous enough this week
to say that RONALD REAGAN’s courage was a
part of that. His willingness to stand up to the
Iron Curtain was no small part in the disman-
tling.

How do we honor RONALD REAGAN? There
are different opinions in this Chamber about how
we do that. Let me close my time today by giv-
ing just one Member’s opinion. President
REAGAN spoke very eloquently of a “shining city
on a hill.” If we are to ever build a “shining city
on a hill” that is America, we have to recognize
that a shining city has no hollows, a shining city
has no walls, and a shining city is one where all
of our people somehow have a foundation and a

chance for growth.

RONALD REAGAN’s conservatism, properly un-
derstood, oriented to the needs of our times,
ought to mean at least this: It ought to mean
that we believe in one community in America.
It ought to mean that we believe in a community
that is strong enough to raise up all of our people
and strong enough to reconcile all of our dif-
ferences.

So I end today by saying that whatever our
differences with our friends on the other side of
the aisle, whatever our differences with the direc-
tion of the eighties, we ought to be secure in
the sense that we are all Americans, and we
ought to be secure in the sense of freedom that
RONALD REAGAN spoke about that day in Ber-
lin, because there are all kinds of walls that still
need to come down, and to truly salute this
man’s legacy, that ought to be our business
today.

Hon. Curt Weldon

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Madam Speaker, I first met RONALD REAGAN
through a local leader in our State, Faith
Whittlesey, who was one of RONALD REAGAN’s
earliest supporters in the eastern part of America
for the Presidency. And it was a glorious day in
1984 when RONALD REAGAN came to my home
county, stood on the steps of the courthouse
where I was then the vice chairman, and held
my hand up alongside of another famous Amer-
ican, Tug McGraw, and endorsed me for the con-
gressional seat. I did not win that year, Madam
Speaker, but I came within 412 votes of unseating
a 10-year, very popular incumbent. I won the seat
2 years later and have been here ever since.

I took up two of RONALD REAGAN’s key
issues: his work with the Soviet Union, now Rus-
sia, and his work on missile defense. And over
the past 18 years that I have been in Congress,
it has been my pleasure to try to live up to the
expectations and to the role model that RONALD
REAGAN established for all of us.

Madam Speaker, he was someone who under-
stood the Russian people, and he was someone
who taught us in America that in the end, if we
would simply trust but verify, if we would sim-
ply stand up and be candid with them, that in
the end they would respect us. On the issue of
missile defense, it was RONALD REAGAN who
said that we should not leave America unpro-
tected and vulnerable.

How amazing it is 18 years later, Madam
Speaker, that one of the most popular officials
in Russia today is RONALD REAGAN. In polls
that have been conducted in Russia, they look
to RONALD REAGAN because he was a leader of
stature and because he was someone whom the
Russian people respected, because he saw
through the communist leadership and held fast
with the Russian people for a better time. So it
was appropriate that when I last traveled to Rus-
sia 3 weeks ago for my 37th trip that we dis-
cussed a new initiative with the Russian people,
in honor of RONALD REAGAN, taking their radar
systems and using them with our radar systems
to develop a joint missile defense system. How
proud RONALD REAGAN would be.
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But for all of his work in helping us defeat
communism, in helping us move toward missile
defense, and helping to reinvigorate our econ-
omy, I will remember RONALD REAGAN, Madam
Speaker, most for what he was as an individual
person. He was a very humble man. He would
take the time to meet with anyone regardless of
their stature in life.

As a first-term Republican, I had the honor
of being invited to the Oval Office with my fam-
ily. I took my five kids down to the Oval Office
with my wife, and my youngest was then 4 years
old, and he was more concerned with the inside
furnishings of the Oval Office than he was with
the stature of the President. That did not matter
to RONALD REAGAN. In fact, I would later find
out that in the book of the favorite photographs
of RONALD REAGAN, this photograph would ap-
pear, which is also on the wall of the Reagan
Presidential Library in California. How proud I
am that my family had the chance to meet RON-
ALD REAGAN and that my 4-year-old son, who
is now 21 years old, who is here making faces
at the camera, received a signed personal photo-
graph from RONALD REAGAN and received
words of encouragement back then that are still
important to each of my five kids today.

I remember RONALD REAGAN most for not
just what he did for the world, but what he was
as a role model for everyone that met him. He
was someone who genuinely cared about people.
He was someone who would take the time to
reach out to a 4-year-old or a 6-year-old and give
them words of encouragement.

RONALD REAGAN is a role model for all of
us, and for that we give thanks, and we thank
his wife and send our sympathies to the entire
Reagan family.

Hon. Michael R. McNulty

OF NEW YORK

Madam Speaker, President REAGAN’s long
struggle with Alzheimer’s disease has ended, but
the legacy of his extraordinary life remains.

In 1998, my mother died as a result of the im-
pact of Alzheimer’s disease; so I know what fami-
lies go through during times like that. And I

will always be inspired by Nancy Reagan and the
other members of the family for their tender
caregiving to the former President over that very
long period of time.

Many people today have mentioned the occa-
sion of the tearing down of the Berlin Wall by
the people, and I recently looked at those pic-
tures of the former President when he partici-
pated in chipping away at the wall. I was on the
Committee on Armed Services at the time, and
I had a chance to do that, too. As I was standing
there watching people chipping away at the wall,
tearing it down piece by piece, I noticed as the
pieces were falling off the wall, some of them
would catch the pieces and put them in their
pockets. I said to myself, aha, they are taking
souvenirs of the Berlin Wall, and I thought I
might like to do that.

And already capitalism being in evidence, I
looked down, and there were vendors selling
pieces of the wall. They were in little cellophane
wrappers marked with the date they were taken
off the wall. But ever the skeptic, I said to my-
self, how do I know that those pieces came off
the wall?

So I further looked around, and I saw this guy
walking back and forth with hammers and
chisels, renting them out. So I went over with
my translator and made the deal and gave him
some money, and I did what President REAGAN
did, and I chipped off some pieces of the wall.
I brought them back home, and I gave them to
veterans as a thank you to them for their dedica-
tion through the years and for the fact that they
were responsible for what was happening on that
particular day and at that particular time in his-
tory.

President REAGAN was a proud and patriotic
American whose persistent advocacy for democ-
racy led in part to the breakup of the Soviet
Union and its devolution into 15 individual
democratic republics. And I was in one of those
republics as a member of a delegation from Con-
gress on their independence day. In Armenia I
watched in awe as 95 percent of all the people
in that country went out and voted. I watched
them stand in long lines for the privilege of vot-
ing in a free election for the first time in their
lives. I noticed they brought covered dishes with
them, and after they voted, they held little cele-
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brations and banquets in each of the polling
places.

And what a thrill it was to be with them the
next day in the streets of Yerevan, their capital,
as they danced and shouted and sang, “Kerze asat
ankakh Hayastan,” which means “Long live free
and independent Armenia.” Then they pointed
to the United States of America as their example
of what they wanted to be as a democracy.

So I thank all of the men and women who
served in the uniform of the U.S. military
through the years for helping to make that hap-
pen, and I also thank the Commander in Chief
for 8 years, RONALD REAGAN, for helping to
make that happen.

Today I join with all Americans in mourning
his passing and in expressing deep gratitude for
his tremendous public service as both Governor
and as President.

Hon. Jim Ramstad

OF MINNESOTA

Madam Speaker, I rise to proudly pay tribute
to the greatest President of the 20th century,
RONALD WILSON REAGAN, whose suffering has
ended and heavenly life begun.

My fellow Minnesotans join me in mourning
the loss of America’s 4oth President and cele-
brating the life of a man who personified both
the greatness and goodness of America. All
Americans and freedom-loving people around the
world owe President REAGAN our deepest grati-
tude for his strong, principled leadership that
ended the cold war and brought freedom to mil-
lions of people.

As we celebrate President REAGAN’s remark-
able career and historic legacy, we also celebrate
a man of strong character, deep conviction, un-
forgettable charm, and wonderful wit. No Min-
nesotan will ever forget President REAGAN
braving the below-zero windchill to ride in a
convertible in St. Paul’'s Winter Carnival Parade
and proclaim, “I thought my ears would fall off.”
It was that cold.

Madam Speaker, as America honors our be-
loved 4oth President, we also thank God for a
leader who restored pride and made the Amer-

ican people believe in themselves again. Always
the eternal optimist, President REAGAN instilled
confidence and optimism at a time both were in
short supply in our country.

Thanks to President REAGAN’s strong leader-
ship and undying belief in free-market cap-
italism, the great entrepreneurial spirit of the
American people was unleashed, and prosperity
was restored here at home.

Madam Speaker, our hearts go out to Nancy
Reagan and the Reagan family on their great
loss. Mrs. Reagan has showed the whole world
the true meaning of love and loyalty these past
10 very painful years as her beloved husband suf-
fered from cruel Alzheimer’s disease, the same
deadly, debilitating disease that took the life of
my own mother just months ago.

So today, Madam Speaker, as we celebrate the
life and legacy of RONALD REAGAN, let us honor
this great President by keeping his legacy alive,
a legacy of love for his faith, family, friends, and
country; a legacy of freedom, liberty, and oppor-
tunity for all people; a legacy of public service
deeply rooted in faith, principle, character, and
conviction. And let us always remember Presi-
dent REAGAN’s warm, infectious, kind smile that
lit up every audience, inspired us and gave us
hope, just as we remember our “rendezvous with
destiny.”

Rest in peace, Mr. President, in the loving
embrace of our Lord and Savior.

Hon. Adam H. Putnam

OF FLORIDA

Madam Speaker, I was in grade school when
President REAGAN was elected, so my thoughts
and observations are not based on any particular
policy, but on the man, on the spirit itself.

We took great courage as a Nation in watch-
ing him as he dealt with an attempt on his life.
We watched in awe at his unwavering commit-
ment to freedom everywhere around the world
and  his through
strength,” which allowed him to win the cold

commitment to ‘“‘peace
war without a shot being fired.

He moved an entire generation of young peo-
ple to that same cry for freedom, the battle to
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spread liberty and democracy and freedom and
equality around the world, and he did it with
a sunny, hopeful, cheerful, optimistic demeanor.
He appealed to the very best in us, never preying
on our worst fears, but backed up by a steely
resolve, backed up by principle, backed up by
the notion that it was better to be right than
to be popular. In doing so, he succeeded with
an understanding, a very clear understanding, of
the power of the American spirit when it is
unencumbered, when it is let loose to achieve its
own potential and carve out its piece of the
American dream. He always believed in the
goodness of the American spirit and the human
spirit around the world. He understood that the
strength of America, the resilience of America is
in her people. He inspired in us all of those great
factors without preying on the worst.

Madam Speaker, may we ever be vigilant gate-
keepers of his “shining city on the hill.” God
bless the Reagan family, God bless America, and
God bless this institution to which President
REAGAN has given so much.

Hon. John A. Boehner

OF OHIO

I rise today in tribute to a great American,
RONALD REAGAN.

We have heard extensive remarks this morning
about his two major accomplishments, I believe:
the end of the Soviet Union as we know it, and
setting in place employer tax rates leading to an
economic recovery. If we think about what hap-
pened, he was the first to call for the end of the
Soviet Union and, frankly, the first to predict the
end of the Soviet Union as we knew it. No one
in my lifetime has done more to spread freedom
around the world than RONALD REAGAN, and
we all owe him a great debt not only here in
our country, but around the world.

His tax policies of the early eighties led to an
economic recovery in the eighties, and I believe
the entire expansion of the nineties can be traced
back to the lower tax rates set in the early
eighties, giving investors a reason to invest in
our economy.

But I think RONALD REAGAN’s greatest con-
tribution to our country was his optimism, his
hope, and his belief in the strength of the Amer-
ican people. One only has to look at what we
went through in the sixties and the seventies and
what RONALD REAGAN inherited when he took
office. America, to say the least, was on its heels.
We had gone through the problems of the Viet-
nam era; we had gone through problems with
the Presidency; we had gone through the prob-
lems of the energy crisis; and this new animal
that came upon our economy called inflation.

America was beginning to wonder about itself,
and it was RONALD REAGAN who talked about
the “shining city on the hill” and all that Amer-
ica could be. It was RONALD REAGAN that knew
and said that our best days lie ahead, not in the
past, and he was right. The hope that he
brought, the enthusiasm he brought, and the be-
lief in the American people was something that
did, in fact, renew the American spirit.

His patriotism and the patriotism he brought
to our country was something that we have not
seen for some time. I know in my case, my entire
family and I grew up in the Democratic Party,
and it was RONALD REAGAN who showed me
that I was a Republican. It was RONALD
REAGAN who encouraged me to take a more ac-
tive role in my community. I was proud to be
a volunteer on his campaign in 1980. And, Mr.
President, let me say this: You were my hero
then; you continue to be my hero.

It was RONALD REAGAN who inspired me to
make a commitment to public service and to do
my share on behalf of the American people, and
forever I will be grateful.

Mz. President, we still love you.

Hon. Jeff Flake

OF ARIZONA

Madam Speaker, those of us who have had the
good fortune to be born and raised in Arizona
have always had the words and life of Barry
Goldwater to shape our political philosophy. It
was during the Goldwater campaign of 1964 that
RONALD REAGAN came to national prominence.
During that campaign, REAGAN delivered a
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speech so memorable that it was known there-
after simply as “The Speech.” It was, in my opin-
ion, the greatest political speech ever delivered.

In it, REAGAN included the words:

You and I are told ... that we have to choose between
a left or right, but I would ... suggest that there is no such
thing as a left or right. There is only an up or down—up
to a man’s age-old dream, the ultimate in individual freedom

consistent with law and order—or down to the ant heap of
totalitarianism.

Equally memorable was the phrase:

This is the issue of this election. Whether we believe in
our capacity for self-government or whether we abandon the
American revolution and confess that a little intellectual elite
in a far-distant capital can plan our lives for us better than

we can plan them ourselves.

Madam Speaker, having now spent 4 years in
the far distant capital, I can attest that this in-
sight from RONALD REAGAN still bears remem-
bering.

I was never able to meet President REAGAN
personally. It is one of my great regrets in life.
But like all Americans, I am well acquainted
with his goodness. I will always be grateful that
he was my President.

Hon. Shelley Moore Capito

OF WEST VIRGINIA

Madam Speaker, America has lost a great pa-
triot with the passing of President RONALD
REAGAN. My fellow West Virginians join me in
mourning his death.

As our President, he shepherded America
through tough times, cutting taxes and invig-
orating our Nation’s economy. President
REAGAN’s service as a statesman reflected the
good freedom could do when waged against tyr-
anny.

In June 1987, President REAGAN stood in front
of the Brandenburg Gate in Germany, calling
upon Mikhail Gorbachev to “tear down this
wall!”

Reagan aimed to replace the instability
brought by fear of nuclear war with the firm
backing of freedom.

When the wall fell, a wave of sovereignty

rolled through Eastern Europe, washing away

suppressive governments and leaving in its wake
democracies firmly backed by individual liberty.

Americans will always measure their President
against the high bar RONALD REAGAN has set
for the Presidency. But along with being a states-
man, a peacemaker, and a leader, RONALD
REAGAN was a kind man who I was very honored
to have met, a loving husband and father, and
a compassionate human being.

I will always remember RONALD REAGAN for
his ability to lift up the American people, inspit-
ing us to rely on ourselves, not on our govern-
ment, to overcome challenges in our lives. His
legacies will be remembered for years to come.
Freedom over fear, the individual before its gov-
ernment, and the strength of America overall.

May God bless America, and may God bless
our President, RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Candice S. Miller

OF MICHIGAN

Madam Speaker, as we mourn the loss of Presi-
dent RONALD REAGAN, let us also celebrate the
absolutely incredible life that he lived, a life that
had such a positive impact certainly on our Na-
tion and, in fact, the entire world.

Madam Speaker, I live in Macomb County,
MI. That is the home of the so-called “Reagan
Democrats.” That term really had its genesis in
Macomb County and has become certainly part
of our nomenclature. It describes a huge block
of citizens, average Americans, principally ethnic,
blue collar, who had voted Democratic for lit-
erally generations.

And then along came RONALD REAGAN, and
he captured their hearts and he captured their
minds with the power of his ideas and the vision
for America, ideas that were powerful, yet very,
very simple: that freedom is a universal right of
every human being; ideas about personal respon-
sibility and the fundamental values that built our
Nation, and the eternally optimistic idea that
America is a great Nation whose best days con-
tinually lie in our future.

President REAGAN never
backed down from his defense of freedom, of his

wavered, never

belief that we could achieve “peace through
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strength.” Of course, his strong stand created
countless critics, and yet today those critics must
recognize the rightness of his cause and his meth-
ods. History has certainly proven him to be
right.

Because of the leadership of President
REAGAN, Soviet communism collapsed and hun-
dreds of millions of people who lived under So-
viet domination now live as free people.
leadership of President
REAGAN, our national spirit and the spirit of free

enterprise rose up and has spread across the entire

Because of the

globe.

Because of his leadership, the world continues
to look to America to export liberty and freedom
and democracy.

Our Nation and the world owe a debt to Presi-
dent REAGAN that can really only be repaid in
one way: We must continue to fight for democ-
racy, for freedom, and for liberty, and so we shall.

God bless President RONALD WILSON
REAGAN. May he rest in peace.

Hon. Ron Kind

OF WISCONSIN

Madam Speaker, I, too, rise today to mark the
death of President RONALD REAGAN and to pay
tribute to a great American. I extend my deepest
sympathies and prayers to Mrs. Reagan and the
entire Reagan family. With President REAGAN’s
death, our country lost yet another member of
the greatest generation, a member who typified
his generation with his work ethic, his optimism,
and his patriotism.

I believe that all of us, regardless of political
affiliation, were impressed by how much Presi-
dent REAGAN loved America, how much he be-
lieved in its basic goodness and the decency of
this great country. He was so proud to represent
a country that stood for freedom and equality,
and he worked for many years to help spread
freedom across the globe.

I was fortunate enough to witness first-hand
the effect of freedom spreading across the world.
After graduating from college, I had the privi-
lege of traveling to Europe and spending time
in the countries that were formerly part of the

Soviet Union that were struggling to gain a place
in the world as free nations. My travels included
a stop in Berlin to celebrate the reunification of
Germany. I hammered away with a sledge-
hammer at the Berlin Wall with thousands of
people from all over the world. I still have a
piece of that wall, which sits on my desk.

It was inspiring to be a part of history in this
way, and I can only imagine how wonderful it
must have been for President REAGAN to have
played such a seminal role in the transformation
of the Soviet Union and the Eastern bloc nations.
With the end of the cold war, we face an exciting
new world of independent nations throughout
Eastern and Central Europe.

As we face current challenges throughout the
world, I look back to the patriotism and opti-
mism with which President REAGAN approached
international and domestic issues, and I feel
grateful that we have his example.

Aside from his leadership on issues of inter-
national importance, I also appreciate President
REAGAN’s willingness to find bipartisan com-
promise in order to achieve results. To him, poli-
tics was not a blood sport; it was the art of the
possible. Coming to Congress several years after
both President REAGAN and Speaker Tip O’Neill
had retired, I always enjoyed listening to my col-
leagues tell of the two men swapping stories and
jokes as they negotiated important pieces of leg-
islation.

President REAGAN’s bipartisan spirit and con-
stant optimism are testament to his leadership
skills and his love for his country. It is an ap-
proach to governing and it is an approach to
leadership that we need to restore.

May God bless his soul.

Hon. Philip M. Crane

OF ILLINOIS

Madam Speaker, today I rise to pay tribute to
and express my sympathy on the passing of one
of Illinois’ greatest sons, RONALD REAGAN.

I was inspired by RONALD REAGAN some 40
years ago when he, the Great Communicator,
first outlined his vision for America. His vision
was one of free enterprise, strong defense, and
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limited government. I was so drawn to these
principles that I worked with fellow conserv-
atives to nominate him for President in 1968 and
again in 1976.

The biggest heartbreak in my political career
came in 1976 when we were unable to secure
REAGAN the nomination. But we stayed at it.
RONNIE stayed true to his principles; and, fi-
nally, in 1980 we had a man in the White House
who I knew would turn this country around.
REAGAN did just that. He turned around our
economy, he ended the cold war, and he renewed
hope for Americans.

Reagan was able to accomplish so much in his
years as President because he approached every-
thing as a gentleman. He never allowed politics
to become personal. He treated everyone with re-
spect even when he disagreed with you. And al-
ways his wit and humor won you over.

I am proud to say that I knew RONALD
REAGAN not so much for his accomplishments,
and there were many, but I am more proud to
have known him for the man he was. As Presi-
dent, REAGAN brought his hometown-Illinois
values with him to the White House. And these
are the same values we all share in Illinois, the
value of hard work, of faith, family, and unlim-
ited opportunity.

Reagan was, as history will bear, one of Amer-
ica’s greatest Presidents. And I ask my colleagues
to join me in remembering his family and this
Nation during our season of mourning. And may
God bless us all.

Hon. Robert B. Aderholt

OF ALABAMA

Madam Speaker, what do you say about a man
like RONALD REAGAN that has not already been
said? RONALD REAGAN took the oath of office
here in Washington, DC, in 1981 and, actually,
just a short distance from where we are standing
here this afternoon. At the time he took office,
I was 15 years old. I did not realize at that time
the impact that this new President would have
on this Nation and the world. I did not realize
the moral and strong leadership that he would
provide this Nation.

RONALD REAGAN served in the highest office
of our land throughout my time in high school,
college, and my first couple of years of law
school. And with most of America, I listened to
the tributes as they started pouring in over this
past weekend. During the weekend and since
that time, President REAGAN’s speeches, his re-
marks and comments have been played and re-
viewed time and time again.

However, over the weekend I heard one speech
that I had never heard before. It was a speech
that President REAGAN delivered at a prayer
breakfast in Dallas, TX, on the morning of Au-
gust 23, 1984. It is so relevant to our situation
today that if you did not know better, you would
think he delivered the speech just a few days ago.

He discussed religion and its role in the polit-
ical life of our Nation. He made clear from the
beginning of his speech that he was not speaking
as a theologian or as a scholar, but rather as
someone who had been around for quite a few
years.

He talked about the critical role in the polit-
ical life of this Nation that faith and religion had
played and, furthermore, how that had worked
to benefit our Nation.

He went on to say that the Founders under-
stood that there was a divine order which tran-
scends the human order. He then eloquently stat-
ed that he believed George Washington knew
the city of man cannot survive without the city
of God, and that the visible city will perish with-
out the invisible city.

While time will not permit me to discuss all
of his remarks today, I would like to include his
remarks in the Record that President REAGAN
made at that prayer breakfast in Dallas in 1984.
Of course, it would not be appropriate to talk
about RONALD REAGAN without talking about
how much he loved life and how much he valued
life. He was a man of compassion, and people
of all ages would do well to emulate RONALD
WILSON REAGAN.

REMARKS AT AN ECUMENICAL PRAYER BREAKFAST IN
DALLAS, TX
AUGUST 23, 1984

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, very much. And, Martha
Weisend, thank you very much. And I could say that if the
morning ended with the music we have just heard from that
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magnificent choir, it would indeed be a holy day for all of
us.

It’s wonderful to be here this morning. The past few days
have been pretty busy for all of us, but I've wanted to be
with you today to share some of my own thoughts.

These past few weeks it seems that we've all been hearing
a lot of talk about religion and its role in politics, religion
and its place in the political life of the Nation. And I think
it's appropriate today, at a prayer breakfast for 17,000 citizens
in the State of Texas during a great political convention, that
this issue be addressed.

I don’t speak as a theologian or a scholar, only as one who’s
lived a little more than his threescore ten—which has been
a source of annoyance to some—qlaughterf—and as one who
has been active in the political life of the Nation for roughly
four decades and now who's served the past 3% years in our
highest office. I speak, I think I can say, as one who has
seen much, who has loved his country, and who’s seen it
change in many ways.

I believe that faith and religion play a critical role in the
political life of our nation—and always has—and that the
church—and by that I mean all churches, all denomina-
tions—has had a strong influence on the state. And this has
worked to our benefit as a nation.

Those who created our country—the Founding Fathers and
Mothers—understood that there is a divine order which tran-
scends the human order. They saw the state, in fact, as a
form of moral order and felt that the bedrock of moral order
is religion.

The Mayflower Compact began with the words, “In the
name of God ...” The Declaration of Independence appeals
to “Nature’s God” and the “Creator” and “the Supreme
Judge of the world.” Congress was given a chaplain, and the
oaths of office are oaths before God.

James Madison in the Federalist Papers admitted that in
the creation of our Republic he perceived the hand of the
Almighty. John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, warned that we must never forget the God from whom
our blessings flowed.

George Washington referred to religion’s profound and un-
surpassed place in the heart of our nation quite directly in
his Farewell Address in 1796. Seven years eatlier, France had
erected a government that was intended to be purely secular.
This new government would be grounded on reason rather
than the law of God. By 1796 the French Revolution had
known the Reign of Terror.

And Washington voiced reservations about the idea that
there could be a wise policy without a firm moral and reli-
gious foundation. He said, “Of all the dispositions and habits
which lead to political prosperity, Religion and morality are
indispensable supports. In vain would that man (call himself
a patriot) who (would) labour to subvert these ... finest
{firmest} * props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere
Politician ... (and) the pious man ought to respect and to
cherish (religion and morality).” And he added, ... let us
with caution indulge the supposition, that morality can be

maintained without religion.”

"White House correction.

I believe that George Washington knew the City of Man
cannot survive without the City of God, that the Visible City
will perish without the Invisible City.

Religion played not only a strong role in our national life;
it played a positive role. The abolitionist movement was at
heart a moral and religious movement; so was the modern
civil rights struggle. And throughout this time, the state was
tolerant of religious belief, expression, and practice. Society,
too, was tolerant.

But in the 1960’s this began to change. We began to make
great steps toward secularizing our nation and removing reli-
gion from its honored place.

In 1962 the Supreme Court in the New York prayer case
banned the compulsory saying of prayers. In 1963 the Court
banned the reading of the Bible in our public schools. From
that point on, the courts pushed the meaning of the ruling
ever outward, so that now our children are not allowed vol-
untary prayer. We even had to pass a law—we passed a spe-
cial law in the Congress just a few weeks ago to allow student
prayer groups the same access to schoolrooms after classes
that a young Marxist society, for example, would already
enjoy with no opposition.

The 1962 decision opened the way to a flood of similar
suits. Once religion had been made vulnerable, a series of
assaults were made in one court after another, on one issue
after another. Cases were started to argue against tax-exempt
status for churches. Suits were brought to abolish the words
“under God” from the Pledge of Allegiance and to remove
“In God We Trust” from public documents and from our
currency.

Today there are those who are fighting to make sure vol-
untary prayer is not returned to the classrooms. And the frus-
trating thing for the great majority of Americans who sup-
port and understand the special importance of religion in the
national life—the frustrating thing is that those who are at-
tacking religion claim they are doing it in the name of toler-
ance, freedom, and openmindedness. Question: Isn’t the real
truth that they are intolerant of religion? {Applause} They
refuse to tolerate its importance in our lives.

If all the children of our country studied together all of
the many religions in our country, wouldn’t they learn great-
er tolerance of each other’s beliefs? If children prayed to-
gether, would they not understand what they have in com-
mon, and would this not, indeed, bring them closer, and is
this not to be desired? So, I submit to you that those who
claim to be fighting for tolerance on this issue may not be
tolerant at all.

When John Kennedy was running for President in 1960,
he said that his church would not dictate his Presidency any
more than he would speak for his church. Just so, and proper.
But John Kennedy was speaking in an America in which the
role of religion—and by that I mean the role of all church-
es—was secure. Abortion was not a political issue. Prayer was
not a political issue. The right of church schools to operate
was not a political issue. And it was broadly acknowledged
that religious leaders had a right and a duty to speak out
on the issues of the day. They held a place of respect, and
a politician who spoke to or of them with a lack of respect
would not long survive in the political arena.
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It was acknowledged then that religion held a special
place, occupied a special territory in the hearts of the citi-
zenry. The climate has changed greatly since then. And since
it has, it logically follows that religion needs defenders
against those who care only for the interests of the state.

There are, these days, many questions on which religious
leaders are obliged to offer their moral and theological guid-
ance, and such guidance is a good and necessary thing. To
know how a church and its members feel on a public issue
expands the parameters of debate. It does not narrow the de-
bate; it expands it.

The truth is, politics and morality are inseparable. And
as morality’s foundation is religion, religion and politics are
necessarily related. We need religion as a guide. We need
it because we are imperfect, and our government needs the
church, because only those humble enough to admit they’re
sinners can bring to democracy the tolerance it requires in
order to survive.

A state is nothing more than a reflection of its citizens;
the more decent the citizens, the more decent the state. If
you practice a religion, whether you’re Catholic, Protestant,
Jewish, or guided by some other faith, then your private life
will be influenced by a sense of moral obligation, and so,
too, will your public life. One affects the other. The churches
of America do not exist by the grace of the state; the churches
of America are not mere citizens of the state. The churches
of America exist apart; they have their own vantage point,
their own authority. Religion is its own realm; it makes its
own claims.

We establish no religion in this country, nor will we ever.
We command no worship. We mandate no belief. But we
poison our society when we remove its theological
underpinnings. We court corruption when we leave it bereft
of belief. All are free to believe or not believe; all are free
to practice a faith or not. But those who believe must be
free to speak of and act on their belief, to apply moral teach-
ing to public questions.

I submit to you that the tolerant society is open to and
encouraging of all religions. And this does not weaken us;
it strengthens us, it makes us strong. You know, if we look
back through history to all those great civilizations, those
great nations that rose up to even world dominance and then
deteriorated, declined, and fell, we find they all had one thing
in common. One of the significant forerunners of their fall
was their turning away from their God or gods.

Without God, there is no virtue, because there’s no
prompting of the conscience. Without God, we're mired in
the material, that flat world that tells us only what the senses
perceive. Without God, there is a coarsening of the society.
And without God, democracy will not and cannot long en-
dure. If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then
we will be a nation gone under.

If T could just make a personal statement of my own—
in these 3% years I have understood and known better than
ever before the words of Lincoln, when he said that he would
be the greatest fool on this footstool called Earth if he ever
thought that for one moment he could perform the duties
of that office without help from One who is stronger than
all.

I thank you, thank you for inviting us here today. Thank
you for your kindness and your patience. May God keep you,
and may we, all of us, keep God.

Thank you.

Hon. Tim Murphy

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Madam Speaker, the people of Pennsylvania
join me in offering their sympathies and prayers
to Nancy Reagan and all the members of the
Reagan family. But more so, we offer our grati-
tude for sharing this great man.

In his memory, I humbly offer these words:
While flags fly low we gather here to offer words of praise.
With tributes to our leader gone, reflect, remember, pray.
Our Nation’s forests, oceans, plains, majestic mountain skies

where some saw only clouds above, he saw hopes spirit
rise.

While enemies in shadows crept where evil’s hatred stood,
some brooded and in weakness slept.

He saw strength in our good.

America, your song shall soar over this Nation blessed,
though some will turn to doubt and fear, his hope shall
never rest.

The Sun shall set and darkness fall, yet stars their beacons
give.

Do not ye grieve that he is gone, rejoice that he has lived.

Hon. Thaddeus G. McCotter

OF MICHIGAN

Madam Speaker, I rise to offer a long delayed
thank you to President REAGAN for his help with
a personal matter of mine. By the time I turned
15 in 1980, I had grown acutely aware of a quad-
rennial rift between my parents. My father was
a Truman Democrat, my mother was an Eisen-
hower Republican, and my brother and myself
were, of course, KISS fans.

Then one cold November night, there was a
thaw. My father walked in the door, sat my
mother down and, in a hushed, tremulous tone,
as if every fellow Irish Catholic Democrat he had
known from his days in the St. Francis Home
for Boys Orphanage, every worker in a Detroit
Labor Day parade, and everybody on every St.
Patrick’s Day pub crawl might somehow over-
Patrick Mullen

hear him, Dennis Vincent
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McCotter admitted to his wife, “I cannot believe
I went and did it, Joan, I voted for him.” He
voted for RONALD WILSON REAGAN.

This vignette of American democracy’s uni-
fying force occurred in millions of homes across
our Nation in 1980. The resulting national unity,
which was brought about through the thawing
of so many families’ political cold wars, ulti-
mately led to the end of the global cold war.

Madam Speaker, today the words of Albert
Camus ring true: “A man does not show his
greatness by being at one extremity or the other,
but rather by touching both at once.” Truly,
President REAGAN was a unifying force for moral
good in our Nation and our world. And thus his
great humility would have precluded him from
ever agreeing, RONALD REAGAN was a great
man. He will be mourned and missed and forever
remembered.

I offer my perpetual gratitude to the man, and
my profound condolences to his family.

Hon. Deborah Pryce

OF OHIO

Madam Speaker, the citizens of Ohio join me
in my sincere condolences to Mrs. Reagan and
her family during these very difficult times and
to express my humble thoughts on the legacy of
RONALD REAGAN. While we have all heard him
called the Great Communicator, he was so much
more. He had a commanding presence. He cap-
tivated all who listened by his simple and elo-
quent demeanor, but he was so much more. He
was great at communicating, yes, but, more im-
portant, he communicated great things.

His ideas resonated with the American people
because they were the people’s ideas. His vision
for America made sense to us all because we had
those same dreams in our very own hearts. His
principles were clear because they were the very
values we all held so dearly then as we do now:
freedom,  responsibility, = “peace  through
strength.”

The irony is that RONALD REAGAN did not
speak to the people; we somehow spoke through
him. We saw ourselves and we heard our own
hearts in the words that he spoke. He was one

of us, and that is why this Nation truly mourns
his loss this week.

May we all seek to promote the principles that
RONALD REAGAN embodied, lived and enun-
ciated so courageously over the course of his
magnificent life.

Hon. Richard Burr

OF NORTH CAROLINA

Madam Speaker, I rise today to join my col-
leagues and the rest of the Nation to mourn the
passing of one of our Nation’s greatest Presi-
dents, but also to celebrate his legacy. While
RONALD REAGAN is considered by almost every-
one as an extraordinary leader and one of the
RoNALD
REAGAN's vision, his confidence, his charm or his

greatest Americans, it Wwas not

strength that truly set him apart.

It was his boundless optimism and his over-
flowing love and concern for his fellow men that
made REAGAN who he was; these were his under-
lying sources of everything he accomplished.
REAGAN saw himself as an ordinary man, called
to serve his country to the best of his ability,
and serve he did.

He inspired a Nation to rediscover the prin-
ciples of freedom that have made our country
great. We remember RONALD REAGAN as a man
who maximized his gifts from an unknown to
an actor to a Governor to the leader of the free
world. Our President was one who never stopped
growing and giving.

President REAGAN’s life provides a witness to
how we should all live, stirring up whatever gifts
and potentials we have so that the world is a bet-
ter place when we leave, more so than when we
arrived. We remember President REAGAN as one
who named bad leadership for what it was, and
turned his people toward a nobler path. He said
the only places communism would work are in
Heaven because they do not need it and in Hell
because they already have it.

Today, we are enjoying a world where com-
munism is defanged and former communist na-
tions rank among our closest allies, much of
which is due to President REAGAN’s unflinching
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commitment and resolve to seeing peace and
freedom flourish throughout the world.

President REAGAN was a true man of the peo-
ple. What REAGAN did more than anything else,
and it will be his lasting legacy, is replace de-
spair with hope. Most people, even his detractors,
admired and respected his integrity. He never
thought that he had all the answers or that he
was put on Earth to reveal and implement God’s
plan for the rest of us.

Madam Speaker, he has now, and as he noted
in the eulogy of the crew of the Challenger shut-
tle, “slipped the surly bonds of earth” and put
out his hand and “touched the face of God.”

The days of this week will be remembered for
many, many years. Let them be remembered
well. Let them be the passing of the torch. A
new day is dawning. Leadership, vision, opti-
mism, and faith most of all are needed at every
level in our great country and in our homes.
REAGAN used to say that America’s greatest days
are ahead of it. Now it can be said so are his.

Hon. Rob Portman

OF OHIO

Madam Speaker, I rise today to join my col-
leagues in expressing condolences to the family
of President RONALD REAGAN but also, of
course, to celebrate the life of one of America’s
true heroes.

President REAGAN once announced America is
too great for small dreams. It was this optimism
about America and his confidence in the Amer-
ican people that I remember most vividly when
I first met him in 1981. He had an infectious op-
timism that, like so many, I was infected with.
It had a lasting impression on me.

Shortly after taking office, President REAGAN
acted on his optimism and his certain beliefs
launching the boldest economic plan since Frank-
lin Roosevelt’s New Deal.

His program for economic recovery called for
the largest tax cuts in American history. Think
about this. Over his tenure, our Federal tax sys-
tem went from 14 income tax brackets with a
top rate of 70 percent to a much simpler 2 brack-
ets with a top rate of 28 percent. This unleashed

growth and brought America’s economy roaring
back.

He also acted on his strong beliefs in dramati-
cally strengthening our Armed Forces. He chose
to go toe to toe with the Soviet Union in the
cold war and confront the failure of communism,
leading to the freedom of millions of citizens in
Eastern Europe and what was to become the
former Soviet Union.

I see that legacy of RONALD REAGAN today.
I see it in our approach to the economy that this
body has undertaken to try to strengthen the
economy and grow jobs, and I see it in our effort
to win another global war, this one against tet-
rorism.

For all of his accomplishments, one of RON-
ALD REAGAN’s traits I most admired was his hu-
mility. He was a regular guy. His midwestern
modesty and intuitive understanding of the role
of leadership in an America founded on equality
and democracy made him a natural leader and
a beloved figure.

One also had to President
REAGAN’s humor. He once said, “Politics is a
very rewarding profession. If you succeed, there

appreciate

are many rewards. If you disgrace yourself, you
can always write a book.” Well, fortunately for
our country and the world, he was a very success-
ful politician, and we all, all of us, continue to
share in the rewards.

In his 8 years as President, so much of his am-
bitious vision for American and the world was
accomplished. And for his optimism, his ideas,
his humility, his humor and public service, our
Nation and the world are better off today. May
God bless him and his family and continue to
bless the country he so loved.

Hon. George R. Nethercutt, Jr.

OF WASHINGTON

Madam Speaker, last Saturday our Nation lost
one of its greatest leaders. As we mourn RONALD
REAGAN's passing, we celebrate his life of service
as a lifeguard, an entertainer, a union leader, a
spokesman, a Governor and a President.

As leader of the free world, he not only de-
fended liberty, he expanded the realm of free-
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dom. He liberated millions with the power of
his ideas.

As President, he revitalized the American po-
litical system. The bipartisan celebration of his
life here is a tribute to his greatness. Let us re-
member Mr. REAGAN’s example and work to im-
prove civility and public discourse in American
politics.

President RONALD REAGAN was an American
hero and a personal hero of mine. I met him 18
years ago, but it feels like yesterday. We all feel
we knew RONALD REAGAN. When he stepped
off Air Force One in Spokane, we realized that
he was a big man. He was larger than life. He
was very personal. He was gracious. He wowed
the crowd, and he touched each individual.

Having met Mr. REAGAN, I know first-hand
how his unwavering vision for our shining city
willed the Nation to new heights. Even after his
passing, his vision must and will continue to
guide us.

God bless RONALD REAGAN and his family
and his lasting legacy of freedom.

Hon. W. Todd Akin

OF MISSOURI

Madam Speaker, I rise, as my colleagues before
me, to recognize this great President, RONALD
REAGAN. He was a visionary leader who chal-
lenged the entire political order of his day. He
had the courage to call evil evil; the Soviet em-
pire the evil empire. For that, and for his convic-
tion that freedom would prevail, he was bitterly
criticized by his detractors.

Along the same lines, he pioneered a concept
of economics that said if we have lower taxes,
that it would energize the economy and ulti-
mately that the government would raise more
revenue. That was also bitterly criticized. It was
called Reaganomics, and yet it worked, and it
has worked again to bring us out of the last re-
cession, the same principles.

He believed in the concept of defending
America. It was the idea of a missile defense.
They called it star wars, his detractors, and yet
we are building those very things.

He was a man who challenged the political
order of his day and redefined an entire political

movement and advanced the cause of freedom
around the entire world, and for that we all need
to say to God, thank you for this great President.

Hon. Eric Cantor

OF VIRGINIA

I rise today to proudly stand with my friends
and colleagues to pay tribute to President RON-
ALD REAGAN. President REAGAN had the cour-
age to lead America to greatness again after so
many others had written us off as a country
whose best days had passed. He was a lone voice
who dared to believe that the cold war could be
won and communism could be conquered peace-
fully through strength.

He led the United States from double-digit in-
flation, skyrocketing interest rates and recession
to unprecedented economic growth and pros-
perity. His commonsense ideas of lower taxes and
limited government brought us out of those
troubling times. His ability to inspire and effect
change was truly unique.

I remember fondly my parents’ pride in being
delegates to the 1980 Republican Convention and
casting votes to nominate RONALD REAGAN to
be President. While in high school and college
during his Presidential term, I was dramatically
affected by his moral clarity and courage.

President RONALD REAGAN had the positive
spirit and courage of his convictions that inspired
our generation and future generations to enter
public service and make a difference in our coun-
try.

My family and I send our condolences to Mrs.
Reagan and the Reagan family. Nancy Reagan
deserves our steadfast support at this time and
has earned our respect alongside her husband for
her faithful service to our country.

Religion played a crucial role in his life. RON-
ALD REAGAN knew he could set out and accom-
plish his goals because of his strong faith in God.
His mother Nelle taught her son to believe in
a loving and merciful God. Her teaching helped
guide her son throughout his life as actor, Gov-
ernor, and President.

Having spent several decades battling the evils
of communism as president of the Screen Actors
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Guild and as Governor of California for two
terms, REAGAN held strong convictions that
were based on his faith in God and led him to
run for President in 1980. He would win in a
landslide and become our Nation’s 40th Presi-
dent.

REAGAN's religious convictions would imme-
diately be put to the test. After surviving an as-
sassin’s bullet in the third month of his Presi-
dency, REAGAN believed God saved his life. He
said:

T've always believed that we were, each of us, put here

for a reason, that there is a ... divine plan for all of us. I

know now that whatever days are left me belong to Him

{God}.

He believed God saved his life for a reason,
and he set out to ensure that he fulfilled God’s
plan for him in the White House. In an era when
people tried to diminish the role that faith and
religion play in the political life of the United
States, REAGAN knew that the United States was
“richly blessed with His {God’s} love and gen-
erosity.” REAGAN also knew that if we failed to
remember that the United States is a Nation
under God, then the United States would be a
“nation gone under.”

During the eighties, REAGAN’s religious con-
victions allowed him to set an agenda that was
new and optimistic. His strong faith enabled him
to preserve and never waiver when opponents
called his economic and foreign policy plans rad-
ical and dangerous. As a result, REAGAN played
an integral role in winning the cold war, in re-
storing economic prosperity to the United States,
and in helping liberate millions of people from
the evils of communism. He entered the White
House with a goal to change the country—he
ended up changing the world. He led his life
with a mission to fulfill God’s plan and, in turn,
accomplished so much for all of us.

My family and I send our condolences to
Nancy Reagan and her family. Nancy Reagan de-
serves our steadfast support at this time and has
earned our respect alongside her husband for her

faithful service to our country.

Hon. Jerry Weller

OF ILLINOIS

Madam Speaker, today we come before this
House in a saddened state. A man of unques-
tioned integrity and strong character has passed
from our Nation’s midst into the hands of God.
RONALD REAGAN was a man with a good heart,
and he had more of an impact on the world than
any living American today.

We express our condolences to Mrs. Reagan
and the Reagan family.

Many of us are very grateful because of how
RONALD REAGAN inspired us, encouraged our
activity in public service, and I know he encour-
aged my involvement in public service. I cast my
first vote in 1976 for RONALD REAGAN in the
Republican primary, and I had the privilege just
5 years later to serve in the Reagan administra-
tion. I have many fond memories of RONALD
REAGAN.

Man is not measured by what we say, but by
what we do. President REAGAN believed in the
right of freedom for individuals and nations. He
spoke honestly of the need for government re-
form in the United States and publicly hoped for
a brighter future for the citizens of the Soviet
empire.

Yet his words were not empty and did not
ring hollow. President REAGAN backed up these
beliefs by reducing the government’s burden of
taxes on individuals. He committed himself to
rebuilding our American military. He inspired
Americans to believe in themselves and their
country, and, through almost sheer will, defeated
communism without firing a single shot. As he
spoke, the world listened because the force of
America was behind his voice.

When President REAGAN uttered those fateful
words, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” a
collective shiver shot down the spine of the So-
viet Union, as if communism’s death knell was
being rung for all the world to hear. Even Presi-
dent REAGAN’s opponents concede that he de-
feated the Soviet empire.

Under President REAGAN’s leadership, Amer-
ica experienced an unmatched period of economic
growth. Under President REAGAN’s legacy, hun-
dreds of millions of people around the world now
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live safe from the fear of the threat of com-
munism, free from the threat of Marxism-
Leninism, and eager to extend an open hand to
our former enemy and now our friend, Russia
and the former Soviet states.

The spirit RONALD REAGAN embodied was of
a special sort. Whether it was reinvigorating the
American economy or comforting the loved ones
of those lost on the Challenger space shuttle,
President REAGAN never forgot who he worked
for and what cause he was dedicated to. RONALD
REAGAN was committed to the American citizen,
the American dream and the American spirit.

Madam Speaker, as a man, a patriot, a fellow
Illinoisan and U.S. President, RONALD REAGAN
will be greatly missed, and I deeply mourn his
passing, but I cannot help but think that long
after the pain and sorrow of his departure has
diminished, the legacy that President REAGAN
left with us of commitment to one’s country, of
faith in one’s resolve, of hope for a better tomot-
row will be remembered and live on in the hearts
and minds of Americans for generations to come.

Hon. James P. McGovern

OF MASSACHUSETTS

Madam Speaker, I rise today to join with my
colleagues in marking with sadness the passing
of President RONALD REAGAN. I send my deep-
est condolences to Mrs. Reagan and the entire
Reagan family and to those friends who knew the
President best.

RONALD REAGAN was a man of principle,
deep patriotism and great humor. He loved his
country, and he loved the American people. His
was, in many ways, the quintessential American
life: moving from a small town to chase the
American dream in California, achieving success
through hard work and determination, and fi-
nally giving back through public service.

One of the things I most admired about Presi-
dent REAGAN was his ability to disagree without
being disagreeable. During the eighties, I was a
staff member for the late Congressman Joe Moak-
ley from Massachusetts. We had a front row seat
to the great political battles between the Reagan
White House and the House of Representatives

under Speaker Tip O’Neill. While President
REAGAN and Tip O’Neill had sharp political dif-
ferences, they never had sharp words. Their argu-
ments were never nasty. They were never per-
sonal. At the end of the day, their battles shifted
from policy to who could tell the most out-
landish story or the funniest Irish joke. It is an
example that I believe all of us should try to do
a better job of following.

Madam Speaker, I would also like to take a
moment to say just how much respect and admi-
ration I have for Nancy Reagan. These last sev-
eral years have been extremely difficult for her
as President REAGAN battled Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. Mrs. Reagan has faced this tremendous ad-
versity with strength, dignity and class, and she
serves as an inspiration to us all.

Again, my wife Lisa and I send our sympathy
and our prayers to the Reagan family during this
sad time, and I thank the gentleman for yielding
me the time.

Hon. Ron Lewis

OF KENTUCKY

Madam Speaker, I rise today to mourn the
death of President RONALD REAGAN and to pass
along the thoughts and prayers of the people of
the Second District of Kentucky to the Reagan
family.

So much of President REAGAN's life was dedi-
cated to public service. From the summer shores
of his Illinois hometown to the silver screens of
Hollywood, to Sacramento, Washington, DC,
and his final heroic battle with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, President REAGAN’s vision and confident
leadership continues to inspire national spirit,
improving quality of life in the United States
and extending freedom and democracy across the
globe.

During his inaugural address in 1981, Presi-
dent REAGAN remarked, “we’re too great a na-
tion to limit ourselves to small dreams.” His
dream, family, work, neighborhood, peace, and
freedom embodied the hopes of millions of
Americans, shepherding the Nation into eco-
nomic recovery and renewed national pride while
demonstrating an uncompromising moral leader-
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ship abroad that brought communism to its
knees.

He was a man whose love for his country
stirred the spirit of his countrymen to a new age
of patriotism and pride in America. His keen un-
derstanding of right and wrong, good and evil
provided the leadership needed to defeat an evil
empire.

His was an exemplary life, uniquely American,
and worthy of the love and admiration of so
many men and women across the world. May he
rest in peace.

Hon. Sam Graves

OF MISSOURI

Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise with my friends
and colleagues today to pay tribute to a man who
inspired a Nation and a generation. His America
was a strong Nation, where opportunities were
limitless.

His list of accomplishments is long and distin-
guished. He won the cold war, he brought back
our confidence, he cut taxes and grew the econ-
omy. He was an outstanding leader throughout
the world.

I did not have the pleasure of knowing Presi-
dent REAGAN personally; but like millions of
Americans, I marveled at his abilities. He com-
forted us after the Challenger disaster, he stood
tall against communism, and he made it morn-
ing again in America.

RONALD REAGAN’s enduring legacy, though,
will be that he was a people’s President. His con-
cern for every American was genuine. He spoke
with a twinkle in his eye and always had a story
that illustrated his point perfectly. He was for

us, because he was one of us.

America will soon say goodbye to one of our
greatest Presidents. Mr. Speaker, his courage,
humor, and grace will be missed by all of Amer-
ica. The “shining city on the hill” will continue,

but for now with a heavy heart.

Hon. Max Burns

OF GEORGIA

Mr. Speaker, once or twice a century we are
given a President who stands above the rest.
President REAGAN was such a leader. He united
this country in a way that we have not been
united since. He did so by simply speaking out
for what the vast majority of the people of this
country knew to be the truth: President REAGAN
declared that there is a God and that we, as a
Nation, are under his authority.

Like President Washington before him, he
made no apology to anyone’s sensibilities. He
called the evil empire of communism exactly
what it was and committed this Nation to de-
feating it. He was the first President to begin
the battle to reverse the overreach of Federal bu-
reaucracy in the lives of our citizens.

Let us truly honor the memory of RONALD
REAGAN by never ending the fight he so nobly
waged for God and for country.

Hon. John N. Hostettler

OF INDIANA

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of Indi-
ana’s Eighth Congressional District, I rise not
only to pay tribute to RONALD WILSON REAGAN
but to also thank him for being a Commander
in Chief of which we could always be proud.

The most important role of any American
President is that of Commander in Chief of our
Armed Forces; and I, for one, do not need to wait
for history to conclude that he was one of the
greatest Commanders in Chief this Nation has
ever had.

Last year, my son Matthew and I were honored
to attend the commissioning of the newest U.S.
supercarrier, CVN—76. I could not think of a bet-
ter namesake for CVN—76 than RONALD WILSON
REAGAN. The ship’s motto is appropriately,
“Peace Through Strength.” While he is rejoicing
in Heaven, the American people should feel com-
forted in knowing that his legacy lives on in a
mighty U.S. warship that bears his name and
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will provide firepower for freedom for another so
years.

So communists and terrorists and other en-
emies of freedom, you have been forewarned. You
have not heard the last from RONALD REAGAN.
And as he used to say when he was President,
“You can run, but you cannot hide.”

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, may the prayers
and thoughts of a loving free world comfort his
wife, Nancy, and their children during their time
of supreme sorrow and unimaginable loss.

Hon. Dennis Moore

OF KANSAS

Mr. Speaker, I think it is truly unfortunate
that it takes a time of crisis or tragedy to bring
our Nation together. This week, for example, we
have seen and heard from Members of both sides
of the aisle a tribute to a great President, RON-
ALD REAGAN. He was a humble man; he was a
gracious man and kind. We may have had dif-
ferences of opinion on policy, but I think we all
concede he was a good, decent man.

I never presume to speak for my friends on
the other side of the aisle, but I think all of us
would agree that we have the greatest Nation in
the whole world, and one of the things that
makes us so great as a Nation are the personal
liberties and individual freedoms that we all
share here in this country. The Bill of Rights of
our Constitution gives us more economic and
personal freedoms than people almost anywhere
in the world, and we are a better Nation for that.
And I think that is something RONALD REAGAN
would say if he were here right now.

I think we can learn a lot of important things,
and a lot of speakers on both sides of the aisle
have enunciated some of those things this morn-
ing. We should try harder to disagree without
being disagreeable. We should always treat one
another with respect. And we should understand
that we are all Americans and we are all in this
together. We all want basically the same thing
for our country and for our people.

If we can do that, I think we are going to
be better as a Nation and stronger as a people.
We need to find ways to bring us together and

not to divide us. I think 85 to 90 percent of the
people in this body are good, decent, honorable
people who want to do the right thing for our
country, Republicans and Democrats.

We need to understand that even when we
have honest good-faith differences on policy
issues, such as the $7 trillion debt we have right
now, and the $s500-plus billion deficit, this
should not be about Republicans and Democrats;
this should be about what is right for our coun-
try, and this should be about what is right for
our children and our grandchildren and future
generations in this country.

I hope that we will take this occasion, the
passing of a great President, RONALD REAGAN,
to come together and again dedicate ourselves to
doing what is right for our country and putting
aside partisan politics.

Hon. Ginny Brown-Waite

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to add my voice to
the chorus extolling the life of President RON-
ALD REAGAN. On a similar occasion, over a cen-
tury ago, Lincoln said of Washington, “How do
you add glory to the Sun?”

I was at President REAGAN’s inauguration,
and when he said, “It is time for us to realize
that we're too great a nation to limit ourselves
to small dreams,” my spine stiffened, and so did
that of so many people in the crowd. I got
goosebumps when he called out that “peace is
the highest aspiration of the American people.
We will negotiate for it, sacrifice for it; we will
not surrender for it, now or ever.”

From that day on, I knew America was back.
You see, many people speak of the Reagan revo-
lution. I like to think of it as the Reagan restora-
tion. REAGAN restored our optimism, our belief
in our ability to create, and the belief that God
put man on this Earth to be free and that he
made America to prove it.

President RONALD REAGAN changed the para-
digm. He changed America’s foreign policy from
one of benign containment to active confronta-
tion. And for the first time since communism
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began extending its sinister reach, we saw its
hand pushed back.

Our sympathies certainly go to the entire
Reagan family.

Hon. Stevan Pearce

OF NEW MEXICO

Mr. Speaker, as we consider world history, we
know that each generation will be faced with its
own challenges. And though I am certain that
the human race will survive; for a Nation to sur-
vive these challenges, each generation must con-
tinually produce men and women who are suffi-
cient to the moment and equal to the task. It
needs to generate men and women who see with-
out limits, who work without tiring, and who
sacrifice without restraint. A nation must find
within itself in these times of trouble those who
will forgo comfort and give up the beaten paths
of certainty to find new courses of action and
overcome all obstacles in pursuing the truth. Mr.
REAGAN was sufficient for the moment and equal
to the task.

Mr. Speaker, we are here to mourn the passing
of a President, but we are here to celebrate the
life of leadership and sufficiency that Mr.
REAGAN represented.

Hon. Rush D. Holt

OF NEW JERSEY

I am pleased to join with my colleagues in rec-
ognizing the lessons of the life of RONALD
REAGAN and his legacy. Among those lessons
would be a sense of civility in debate. Among
those lessons would be disagreeing without being
disagreeable. Among those lessons would be the
ability to recognize the humanity of our oppo-
nents, and they are lessons that we should all
take to heart.

Another part of the legacy, and I think the
lasting legacy of President REAGAN, will derive
from the painful period as we watched Alz-
heimer’s take this vibrant and warm and really
great person into, as Mrs. Reagan said, a different
place, a different world. And I hope we will use

this to rededicate ourselves to research in Alz-
heimer’s and stem cell research so that others will
not follow the former President in this path that
was really painful for all of us to watch.

Hon. Jack Kingston

OF GEORGIA

I first heard about RONALD REAGAN in prob-
ably 1970, when Joan Baez, on my Woodstock
album, referred to the Governor of California as
Ron Ray Gun. And this was a young person, so
I thought if Joan Baez is against him, it is prob-
ably a good thing. Yet as I went through my
years and got in college, I had an opportunity
to hear Mr. REAGAN speak at the Kansas City
Republican Convention in 1976. And in his con-
cession speech on the nomination going to Ger-
ald Ford, he gave a great speech and he talked
about what we have to do as Americans to pre-
serve the great lifestyle that we live. I was very
impressed with that speech. So in 1980, when he
ran for President and was the nominee, certainly
I was very enthusiastically in support of him.

He was elected in a year when we had hostages
in Iran, the economy was in the tank, and the
spirit of America was in the doldrums. He won
by a landslide, with great expectations, though,
and a great mandate. He needed to cut taxes, and
he did. He moved along and created an economy
that gave 19 million new jobs over the next 8
years. Inflation was reduced, as well as interest
rates. He built defense to the extent that we got
over, finally, Vietnam. He talked about things
like the evil empire of the Soviet Union and
“peace through strength.” And he said things
that were politically incorrect at the time, like
“Mzr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!,” even
though people in our own party did not like him
saying those things.

He was very basic. Nancy Reagan led the Just
Say No to Drugs campaigns, and I think it was
very effective in getting young people to think
twice about it.

He had that Irish twinkle in his eye. And
when he got shot, even though it was a very seri-
ous wound, he said to the hospital staff, gee, I
hope you are all Republicans.
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He had that kind of calmness and happiness
about him as he went through things. And I,
along with so many young people, was inspired
by him. So when I ran for the State legislature
in 1984, I pulled out a photograph that Libby,
my wife, and I had taken with RONALD REAGAN
in 1980, and I ran an ad that said, “REAGAN-
Kingston: Face it, we need conservatives at all
levels of government.”

But I believe that was a key factor in helping
me. He had those kinds of coattails. He believed
in family, America. He loved Nancy. He showed
us a husband and wife relationship at its finest.
He was kind. The Carter-Reagan, Mondale-
Reagan campaigns were not nasty, mean or vi-
cious. In fact, he would say to Jimmy Carter if
he disagreed with some of Mr. Carter’s facts,
“There you go again.”

He liked joke-telling and told the jokes about
the Soviet Union and got his point across, but
when he was in the Oval Office, he always wore
his coat out of respect for the Oval Office and
the Office of the Presidency.

In his final speech as he left Washington, DC,
he said:

{A}s T walk off into the city streets, a final word to the

. My friends:
We did it. We weren’t just marking time. We made a dif-

men and women of the Reagan revolution ..

ference. ... We made the city freer, and we left her in good
hands.

The lights of this city shine, but the future
will burn brightly because of man and the leader-
ship of RONALD REAGAN.

Hon. Christopher Shays

OF CONNECTICUT

Mr. Speaker, I count my blessings for Presi-
dent RONALD REAGAN. I count my blessings for
this man because he spoke from his heart and
he spoke the truth. Obviously he was an excep-
tional communicator, but he was also extraor-
dinarily honest. You did not have to wonder
where RONALD REAGAN was coming from. He
had core principles: confronting tyranny, express-
ing strength to the world, believing in our mart-
ket economy, reducing the size of government.

The bottom line is, he had extraordinary faith
in our country, in the promise of America that

the best of America is yet to come. And the best
generations of Americans are yet to come. He
trusted Americans to spend their own money and
lead their own lives. In the process he knew our
country and the world would benefit.

I am absolutely convinced President REAGAN
totally changed the debate. He helped our coun-
try recognize that people have their own sense
of self-worth and that we trust them to do the
right thing.

Hon. Christopher Cox

OF CALIFORNIA

M. Speaker, when President REAGAN took of-
fice on that cold day in 1981, the world needed
a hero, and on that day President REAGAN sent
a message to every American and to every human
being enslaved by the Soviet empire. Confronting
not the armies of Saddam Hussein or Slobodan
Milosevic, but the largest military machine in
the history of the world, President REAGAN sim-
ply said, “no weapon in the arsenals of the world
is so formidable as the will and moral courage
of free men and women.”

Then he led a worldwide movement for indi-
vidual liberty and the human rights of all people.
Today the Soviet Union sits on the ash heap of
history, and the Reagan legacy can be measured
in lives liberated and dreams fulfilled.

Before RONALD REAGAN became President in
1981, there were 6 electoral democracies on
Earth. Today there are 117. Today more than a
billion more people are living in freedom than
on the day that he took office.

President REAGAN also liberated America, the
land that he called the last best hope of mankind.
Many Washington pundits at the time believed
that the United States was suffering from an in-
evitable decline. President REAGAN had a dif-
ferent view. He believed that America’s greatest
days were ahead, if only we could free our people
from the shackles of big government. He knew
that people, not governments, create prosperity,
and that markets are the dynamic expression of
individual freedom reinforced by property rights
and the rule of law.
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He believed that the government management
of an economy, whether in the form of wage con-
trols, price controls, or regulation of production,
produced growth and misery in direct proportion
to the loss of freedom. Upon assuming the Presi-
dency, he immediately ended price controls on
oil, and within 4 months the price of oil fell over
60 cents per gallon.

When a government union broke the law and
mounted an illegal strike against the taxpayers,
President REAGAN upheld the rule of law, and
even the Soviet Union noticed. Secretary of State
George Schultz said this may have been the best
foreign policy decision RONALD REAGAN ever
made.

RONALD REAGAN and a Democratic Congress
cut marginal income tax rates from 70 percent
to 28 percent and ushered in the longest peace-
time economic expansion in American history.
Inflation fell from over 12 percent to I percent,
and interest rates dropped dramatically. People
were free to work and keep most of what they
earned and to save for their family’s future in-
stead of relying on the state.

In 1981, RONALD REAGAN was the first Presi-
dent to take the oath of office on the west front
of the Capitol. He said he wanted to be looking
west to symbolize the pioneer vision and spirit
that he knew still lived in America. Later today
his body will be carried up those same western
steps of the Capitol. In just a few hours, Presi-
dent REAGAN will lie in state a few feet from
where we are now gathered.

As we imagine him looking up at the monu-
mental artwork in the dome, at the Apotheosis
of George Washington, perhaps we will hear him
again speaking to us in the words he once used
in this very place:

Now we’re standing inside this symbol of our democracy,

and we ... hear again the echoes of our past: a general falls
to his knees in the hard snow of Valley Forge; a lonely Presi-
dent paces the darkened halls and ponders his struggle to
preserve the Union; the men of the Alamo call out encourage-
ment to each other; a settler pushes west and sings a song,

and the song echoes out forever and fills the unknowing air.

As we gather in the rotunda and gaze upon
the flag-draped vault that holds the mortal re-
mains of our 4oth President, I know that if we
listen, we will hear those echoes of the past. We
will hear that pioneer song because it is the

American sound. Like RONALD REAGAN, it is
hopeful, big-hearted, idealistic, daring, decent
and fair.

Mr. President, we loved you in life because
you helped us love America, and you so nobly
represented the country we love. As we lay you
to rest, we will always respect and honor your
leadership, your humility, your strength, your
humor and your character. You told us that those
who say we are in a time when there are no he-
roes just do not know where to look. Mr. Presi-
dent, all of America now knows where to look.
You and our beloved First Lady, Nancy Reagan,
will be our heroes for as long as there is an
America and as long as love of freedom is carried
in human hearts.

Hon. Dennis Moore

OF KANSAS

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. Cox) for his very cogent remarks, and
I really appreciate the civility with which this
has been conducted today.

The gentleman from California mentioned the
fact that President REAGAN and a Democratic
Congress presided over large tax cuts back during
President REAGAN’s term, and I grant that. But
at the same time, President REAGAN was not a
strict ideologue and he understood that when
large deficits appeared, that we as a Nation need-
ed to do something to deal with those large defi-
cits and not put our country deeper and deeper
in debt.

He agreed to actions to correct that course,
and I think we as Democrats and Republicans
hopefully can come together here and recognize
that a $§7 trillion debt and deficits of over half
a trillion dollars cannot go on, and our kids and
grandkids and the future generations of this Na-
tion cannot sustain that kind of problem if it
continues.

I hope we will come together with an attitude
of civility that was characterized by President
REAGAN and work on these problems together
because we have a lot more in common than we
have differences. We are all Americans. We all
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love our country, and we want to do what is
right by our country.

Mr. Speaker, I want to conclude by saying that
I think if we work together and understand that
we are all in this together, we will do the very
best we can for the Nation we love, the United
States of America.

May God bless Mrs. Reagan and the Reagan
family, and may God hold RONALD WILSON
REAGAN in His loving arms.

Hon. Kevin Brady

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, Heaven is a little sunnier and a
little more optimistic with the arrival of one of
the greatest American patriots and Presidents of
the 20th century, President RONALD REAGAN.

He inspired me, as he did many others. Across
the country and around the world, millions are
mourning the death and remembering the life of
this man, patriot, and President. There is a sense
of profound loss, and rightly so, in the hearts of
all Americans. This week we will all search for
a way to pay our respects to a man who made
it “morning in America” again.

President REAGAN’s message of hope restored
America’s faith in what we could become. He
loved this country, and he believed in the people
that called it home. His optimism was infectious
and at the end of his term as President Ameri-
cans had caught his vision and understood their
place in the world.

REAGAN’s stewardship ushered in an era of
peace and economic prosperity. Reaganomics—
reducing the size of government, allowing Amer-
icans to keep more of their own hard-earned
money instead of having it taxed away—Dbrought
about an economic revival in our Nation.

REAGAN’s leadership ended the cold war,
brought down the Berlin Wall, and charted a
new course for both America’s and the world’s
future. A future that was secure—made possible
by “peace through strength.” We would do well
to bear this wisdom in mind as we continue to
defend America against the threats posed by ad-
versaries.

It is very difficult for one person or a single
nation to pay tribute to a life as big, as bold,

and as heroic as RONALD REAGAN’s. His own
words are perhaps the best testament of his con-
victions. His actions are the most sincere depic-
tions of the character that defined his life. His
humility and grace endeared him to all Ameri-
can’s hearts.

In announcing to the world that he had been
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, Mr. REAGAN
wrote:

{L}et me thank you, the American people, for giving me
the great honor of allowing me to serve as your President.
When the Lord calls me home, whenever that may be, I will
leave with the greatest love for this country of ours and eter-
nal optimism for its future.

I now begin this journey that will lead me into the sunset
of my life. I know that for America there will always be a
bright dawn ahead.

President REAGAN's legacy will live on in the
hearts and memories of all Americans. His integ-
rity, dignity and wisdom are immortal and will
challenge us each day to “‘act worthy of our-
selves”—worthy of America.

Thanks to RONALD REAGAN there are bright
days ahead for America.

Hon. Mark E. Souder

OF INDIANA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor RONALD
WILSON REAGAN, the 4oth President of the
United States, great American patriot, and con-
servative stalwart.

This past weekend, I joined a delegation of
Members from this body in honoring the vet-
erans—both living and fallen—who brought
freedom to Europe by storming the beaches of
Normandy. Unfortunately, transportation prob-
lems have prevented me from participating more
fully in commemorating the passing of a truly
great President. Had I been able, I would have
certainly joined my colleagues in unanimously
voting to mourn the passage of RONALD
REAGAN.

RONALD REAGAN was born in Tampico, IL,
a small town in the heart of America. His Mid-
west Christian upbringing helped to mold
REAGAN into the conservative icon that he has
become. When I was 14 years old, living in a

small rural Midwest town, I heard RONALD
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REAGAN’s “A Time for Choosing” speech for
Barry Goldwater. That speech and many of his
other speeches, which I would listen to on
records, inspired me to get involved in politics
and to fight for conservative values. I know
REAGAN did not inspire me alone.

RONALD REAGAN did not just speak about
conservative ideals. He lived them and led with
them. At a time when conservatives and conserv-
atism were derided and ridiculed, he showed
young politicians a new way to be a conservative.

In 1981, President REAGAN became the Presi-
dent of the United States. A boy from a small
town had proven the American dream was still
alive. At a time when a belief in America and
freedom seemed to be at an alltime low,
REAGAN’s optimism renewed the confidence of
a Nation. REAGAN’s plans for economic revital-
ization, smaller government, and a strong mili-
tary moved the United States toward a brighter
future.

Over the course of two terms, he turned the
United States and the world around. He was not
content with the status quo domestically or
internationally. Today, the world and the country
are better for it. Our current prosperity is based
on the course he charted. The freedom that mil-
lions of people enjoy can be attributed in part
to him.

This past weekend was the 20th anniversary
of REAGAN’s moving “D-day” speech. This Sat-
urday marks the 17th anniversary of his “Berlin
Wall” speech. Both of these speeches were de-
voted to freedom. As one of the 20th century’s
greatest advocates of freedom—both political and
economic—RONALD REAGAN has few equals.

As RONALD REAGAN ends his journey, I
mourn his passing, but I am overwhelmed with
gratitude that he was able to accomplish so many
things for the United States of America.

Hon. John B. Shadegg
OF ARIZONA
M. Speaker, RONALD REAGAN ran for Presi-

dent to change America. In the end, he had
changed the world. As Arizonans, we can be

proud that our State played a vital role in the
Reagan revolution.

Barry Goldwater started what became the
Reagan revolution with his own run for the Pres-
idency. For the first time since Calvin Coolidge,
conservatives had a champion. Some dismissed
Goldwater’s loss as the end of the nascent con-
servative movement, but they were wrong: it was
just the beginning.

Reagan took to the national political stage
during the Goldwater campaign 40 years ago
with his seminal speech “A Time for Choosing.”

In losing the battle for the White House,
Goldwater passed the conservative torch to RON-
ALD REAGAN to continue the war of ideas. To-
gether they nurtured the conservative movement
and helped it grow. In 1966, REAGAN’s campaign
for Governor of California struck the same
themes as Goldwater’s Presidential campaign. He
won in a landslide. It was the biggest political
victory of the conservative movement since Gold-
water had defeated the sitting U.S. Senate major-
ity leader in 1952.

My father, Stephen Shadegg, was Goldwater’s
campaign manager, speechwriter and a close
friend. Growing up in Goldwater’s shadow and
being a part of the conservative movement from
birth gave me a special appreciation for who
REAGAN was. As with Goldwater, REAGAN'’s
greatest tool was the truth. When RONALD
REAGAN said something, you knew it came from
the heart.

Reagan was one of the few politicians who had
deeply held beliefs and never strayed from funda-
mental principles. The rarest commodity in
Washington, DC, is courage, yet REAGAN was
nothing if not courageous.

He also touched people’s lives. Just look at the
hundreds of thousands of people who stood in
line for hours this week to pay their last respects.
A telling tribute to a man who had done so
much for his country and whose citizens admired
and loved him in return.

President REAGAN is rightly remembered for
numerous accomplishments. We are all better off
today thanks to the economic revolution that
brought double-digit interest rates and inflation
to its knees. His tax policy proved that “a rising
tide” of economic recovery “lifts all boats.”
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Reagan is best known as the aggressive oppo-
nent of communism, the strong cold warrior that
stood up to the Soviets and their allies across the
globe. Less known is that this doctrine of “peace
through strength” allowed President REAGAN to
sign the largest arms reduction treaty at the
time.

RONALD REAGAN was a normal citizen who
used his charm and steadfast beliefs to shape the
United States into the country it is today. He
provided great optimism, sparked economic
growth, gained military superiority, and bridged
international relations.

We all have a special memory of REAGAN.
Obviously for me, the 1964 speech was a forma-
tive part of my political life. In the speech he
outlined his dedication to limited government
and personal responsibility, ideals that guide me
as I serve the people of my district and Arizona:

This idea? that government was beholden to the people,
that it had no other source of power is still the newest, most
unique idea in all the long history of man’s relation to man.
This is the issue of this election: Whether we believe in our
capacity for self-government or whether we abandon the
American Revolution and confess that a little intellectual
elite in a far-distant capital can plan our lives for us better
than we can plan them ourselves.

He had a simple vision. He knew that indi-
vidual choice and freedom were essential for peo-
ple to feel pride in themselves, instead of de-
pendence on the government. REAGAN knew
that the true American dream was to be free to
live your life and achieve your goals without gov-
ernment interference or regulation.

President REAGAN was one of the towering
figures of the 20th century and one of the great-
est defenders of freedom that America and the
world has ever known. RONALD REAGAN was an
heir to Barry Goldwater’s vision that the great-
ness of America lies not in its government but
in its people. His faith in the individual, belief
in free enterprise, and unending conviction in
providing freedom of choice in everyday deci-
sions, helped to restore “the great, confident roar
of American progress, growth, and optimism.”

Rather than mourn our loss following the
passing of President RONALD REAGAN, we
should instead celebrate his life and his countless
contributions to our country. And we should
renew the promise to keep America that “shining
city upon the hill.”

Hon. Mary Bono

OF CALIFORNIA

M. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to one
of our Nation’s greatest Presidents and a fellow
Californian,  President = RONALD  WILSON
REAGAN.

A child of America’s heartland, he became a
man of the West. A towering presence, he gained
fame as a movie star and entertainer before turn-
ing his considerable gifts to public service. A
man of great wit