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Midsouth  Fo res t  Area Trends 

I 

R i c h a r d  A. B i r d s e y  and W i l l i a m  H. M c W l l l i a m s  

INTRODUCTION 

The F o r e s t  I n v e n t o r y  and A n a l y s i s  
U n i t  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  F o r e s t  E x p e r i m e n t  
S t a t i o n  ( F o r e s t  S u r v e y )  c o n d u c t s  p e r i o d i c  
i n v e n t o r i e s  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 - y e a r  
i n t e r v a l s  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  
M i d s o u t h  S t a t e s  ( f i g .  1 ) .  T h i s  r e p o r t  
c o n t a i n s  a  summary o f  f o r e s t  a c r e a g e  
e s t i m a t e s  made be tween 1950 and 1985. The 
s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  based  on p u b l i s h e d  F o r e s t  
S u r v e y  r e p o r t s  and s u r v e y  a r c h i v e s .  
Because  each  s t a t e  i s  i n v e n t o r i e d  
s u c c e s s i v e l y  i n  a  c o n t i n u o u s  c y c l e ,  a r e a  
e s t i m a t e s  were  a d j u s t e d  t o  common y e a r s  
t h r o u g h  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  be tween  a c t u a l  
s u r v e y  d a t e s ,  and e x t r a p o l a t i o n  t o  e a r l i e r  
o r  l a t e r  y e a r s .  M i n o r  a d j u s t m e n t s  were  
made f o r  d e f i n i t i o n a l  o r  p r o c e d u r a l  
changes  t h a t  have  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  
p r o c e s s .  A rea  e s t i m a t e s  b y  o w n e r s h i p  
c l a s s e s  were a d j u s t e d  t o  c o n f o r m  w i t h  
enumera ted  d a t a  on p u b l i c  l a n d h o l d i n g s  i n  
e a c h  s t a t e .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  p l a n t i n g  
r e c o r d s  and l o n g - r a n g e  o w n e r s h i p  t r e n d s  
w e r e  u s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  c r o s s - t a b u l a t i o n s  b y  
owner  and  f o r e s t  c l a s s e s  f o r  some o f  t h e  
e a r l i e r  s u r v e y s .  

A rea  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  1985 were  based  on 
p a s t  t r e n d s ,  p l a n t i n g  r e c o r d s ,  and  
s t a t i s t i c a l  r e v i e w s  by  i n d i v i d u a l  S t a t e  
s t u d y  teams. P r e l i m i n a r y  e s t i m a t e s  f r o m  
o n g o i n g  s u r v e y s  and v a r i o u s  m i d c y c l e  
s u r v e y  u p d a t e s  were  a l s o  used. T h i s  
c o m p i l a t i o n  was p a r t  o f  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  t i m b e r  s u p p l y  s i t u a t i o n .  

No e s t i m a t e s  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  
r e l i a b i l i t y  have  been made due  t o  t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  and 
n o n - s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  sou rces .  The r e a d e r  
may r e f e r  t o  a  compan ion  Resou rce  B u l l e t i n  
t o  o b t a i n  an e s t i m a t e  o f  d a t a  r e l i a b i l i t y  
f o r  e a c h  s t a t e  and  f o r  t h e  M i d s o u t h  as 
computed  f r o m  r e c e n t  s u r v e y  d a t a  
( M c W i l l i a m s  and B i r d s e y  1985) .  

FOREST AREA TRENDS 

One o f  t h e  mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r e n d s  i n  
t h e  M i d s o u t h  has been t h e  s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e  
i n  t h e  a c r e a g e  o f  p l a n t e d  p i n e  ( f i g .  2 ) .  
Be tween 1955 and  1962, t h e  S o i l  Bank 
y e a r s ,  many a c r e s  o f  i d l e  f a r m l a n d  h e l d  by  
n o n i n d u s t r i  a1 p r i v a t e  owners  were  p l a n t e d  
t o  p i n e  ( f i g .  3 ) .  S i n c e  1965, t h e  f o r e s t  
i n d u s t r y  has  been i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  h a r v e s t  
o f  n a t u r a l  p i n e  and o a k - p i n e ,  and 
r e p l a c i n g  t h e s e  s t a n d s  w i t h  p l a n t e d  p i n e .  
F o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  now owns more  p i n e  
p l a n t a t i o n  a c r e a g e  t h a n  any o t h e r  f o r e s t  
c l a s s  ( f i g .  4 ) ,  and  owns 64  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  
p l a n t e d  p i n e  i n  t h e  M i d s o u t h  ( f i g .  5 ) .  

C u r r e n t l x  9  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  M i d s o u t h  
t i m b e r l a n d  i s  p l a n t e d  p i n e ,  u p  f r o m  6 
p e r c e n t  j u s t  8  y e a r s  ago. The e s t i m a t e s  
o f  p i n e  p l a n t a t i o n  a r e a  do ' n o t  i n c l u d e  
s t a n d s  t h a t  were  p l a n t e d  b u t  a r e  1 

c l a s s i f i e d  o a k - p i n e  o r  hardwood because  
hardwoods  c o m p r i s e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
s t o c k i n g  ( t a b l e  I ) .  Most  o f  t h i s  a c r e a g e  
r e p r e s e n t s  p a r t i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  p l a n t a -  : 
t i o n s  and p l a n t a t i o n s  w i t h  i n t e n s i v e  h a r d -  
wood c o m p e t i t i o n .  The s i t u a t i o n  i s  v e r y  
conmon i n  young  s t a n d s  where  p l a n t e d  p i n e s  
h a v e  n o t  y e t  a t t a i n e d  dominance  o v e r  n a t -  : 
u r a l  ha rdwood r e g e n e r a t i o n ,  o r  where h a r d -  , 
wood c o n t r o l  measures  have  n o t  y e t  been I 
a p p l i e d .  

N a t u r a l  p i n e  a c c o u n t s  f o r  20 p e r c e n t  
o f  a l l  M i d s o u t h  t i m b e r l a n d ,  down f r o m  28  
p e r c e n t  i n  1952. N o n i n d u s t r i a l  p r i v a t e  
owne rs ,  h o l d i n g  58 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  
a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a n d h o l d e r s  o f  t h i s  
f o r e s t  c l a s s  ( f i g .  6) .  

A n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r e n d  i n  t h e  M id -  
s o u t h  has  been t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  b o t t o m l a n d  ; 
ha rdwood  ac reage .  L a n d c l e a r i n g  i n  t h e  , 
M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  d e l t a  and o t h e r  b o t t o m -  
l a n d  a r e a s  has  c l a i m e d  4  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  
s i n c e  1962. Mos t  o f  t h e  c l e a r i n g  has i 
o c c u r r e d  on l a n d  h e l d  by  n o n i n d u s t r i a l  
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p r i v a t e  owners who s t i l l  c o n t r o l  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  bo t tomland  f o r e s t  acreage 
( f i g .  7 ) .  

N o n i n d u s t r i a l  p r i v a t e  owners h o l d  78 
p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  up land  hardwood acreage, 
and t h i s  share c o n t i n u e s  t o  c l i m b  ( f i g s .  
8, 9) .  The i n c r e a s e  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  a  de- 
c l i n e  i n  n a t u r a l  p i n e  and oak-pine,  which 
i s  caused by s e l e c t i v e  h a r v e s t s  o f  p i n e  
t i m b e r  and c l e a r c u t t i n g  w i t h o u t  adequate 
p i n e  r e g e n e r a t i o n .  A d d i t i o n s  t o  up land  
hardwood acreage a l s o  occur when p a s t u r e  
o r  c r o p l a n d  i s  taken o u t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  
One-hal f  o f  a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  t h a t  
r e v e r t s  t o  f o r e s t  i s  dominated by 
hardwoods ( f i g .  10). 

The long- te rm t r e n d s  i n d i c a t e d  by 
t h e s e  d a t a  show t h a t  n a t u r a l  p i n e  i s  
d e c l i n i n g  a t  t h e  f a s t e s t  r a t e  o f  any 
f o r e s t  c l a s s  i n  t h e  Midsouth ,  r o u g h l y  300 
thousand ac res  a n n u a l l y  s i n c e  1952 ( f i g .  
11). Th is  o v e r a l l  downward t r e n d  occurs  
d e s p i t e  a  s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  between 1952 and 
1962. The d e c l i n e  s i n c e  1970 has averaged 
490 thousand acres per year .  I f  t h i s  r a t e  
were t o  c o n t i n u e  unabated, t h e  Midsouth  
would  l o s e  a l l  of i t s  n a t u r a l  p i n e  by t h e  
y e a r  2025. 

It i s  more l i k e l y ,  however, t h a t  an 
e q u i l i b r i u m  w i l l  be reached b e f o r e  2025. 
Land c l e a r i n g  and t y p e  convers ion  r a t e s  
respond t o  economic and s o c i a l  p ressures  
wh ich  v a r y  over t i m e .  For example, t h e  
r a t e  of bo t tomland  f o r e s t  c l e a r i n g  was 
much h i g h e r  between 1962 and 1970 than  
between 1970 and t h e  p resen t .  F u r t h e r -  
more, t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  r e p r e s e n t  ne t  
changes, w h i l e  i n  f a c t  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  
s h i f t i n g  among f o r e s t  t ypes  o f  a  magni tude 
much g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  n e t  s h i f t  ( B i r d s e y  
and o t h e r s  1981). A f o r thcoming  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  Southern t i m b e r  
s u p p l y  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e n t  t h e  c u r r e n t  
" b e s t  e s t i m a t e s "  o f  f u t u r e  t i m b e r l a n d  
t r e n d s .  

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Timber land.  --Land a t  l e a s t  16.7 
p e r c e n t  s tocked  by f o r e s t  t r e e s  o f  any 
s i z e  o r  f o r m e r l y  h a v i n g  such t r e e  cover ,  
and capable  o f  p r o d u c i n g  c rops  o f  i ndus -  
t r i a l  wood. Land t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
deve loped  f o r  n o n f o r e s t  use o r  w i thdrawn 
f r o m  t i m b e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h  s t a t u t e  o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n  i s  exluded. 

F o r e s t  C lass  

A c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  F o r e s t  Survey 
p l o t s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  f o r e s t  t y p e  (based on 
t h e  p l u r a l i t y  o f  a l l  l i v e  t r e e s  t a l l i e d )  
and s t a n d  o r i g i n .  

P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s . - - F o r e s t s  i n  which 
p i n e s v u r a l  i t y  o f  s t o c k i n g  
and t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  f rom e i t h e r  p l a n t i n g  
o r  d i r e c t  seeding. 

N a t u r a t  p ine . - -Fo res ts  i n  which p ines  
compr ise  t h e  p l u r a l i t v  o f  s t o c k i n q  w i t h  no 
ev idence  of a r t i f i c i a i  r e g e n e r a t i o n  ( i n -  
c l u d e s  s tands e s t a b l i s h e d  by seed t r e e s ) .  

M i x e d  pine-hardwoods.--Forests i n  
wh ich hardwoods comprise t h e  ~ l u r a l i t y  o f  
s t o c k i n g ,  bu t  i n  wikich p i n e s  ' comprise 25 
t o  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t o c k i n g .  

Uptand hardwoods.--Forests i n  which 
up land  hardwood spec ies ,  s i n q l y  o r  i n  
combinat ion,  compr ise  t h e  p l u r a l i t y  o f  
s t o c k i n g ,  except  where p i n e s  comprise 25 
t o  50 pe rcen t  o f  t h e  s t o c k i n g ,  i n  which 
case t h e  p l o t  would be c l a s s i f i e d  as mixed 
p i  ne-hardwoods. 

B o t t o m l a n d  hardwoods.-- Includes f o r -  
e s t  i n  which bo t tomland  hardwood s ~ e c i e s ,  
s i n g l y  o r  i n  combinat ion,  comprise a 
p l u r a l i t y  o f  s t o c k i n g  except  where p i n e s  
compr ise  25 t o  50 p e r c e n t ,  i n  wh ich case 
t h e  p l o t  would be c l a s s i f i e d  mixed p ine -  
hardwoods. 

Ownership Classes 

N a t i o n a l  yo res t . - -Federa l  lands which 
have been l e g a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  as N a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t s  o r  purchase u n i t s ,  and o t h e r  lands 
under t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Fores t  
Serv i ce .  

O t h e r  pub l ic . - -Land owned by f e d e r a l  
f e x c l u d i n s  N a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  l a n d ) .  s t a t e .  , - 
i o u n t y ,  o r  m u n i c i p a l  governments. 

F o r e s t  i ndus t ry . - -Land  owned o r  
l e a s e d  by companies o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
o p e r a t i n g  wood-using p l a n t s .  

O t h e r  p r i v a t e .  - - P r i v a t e l y  owned l a n d  
e x c l u a i n g  l a n d  owned by f o r e s t  i n d u s t r y .  
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Tab le  I . - -Area of p Z a n t a t i o n s  w i t h  a  f o r e s t  cZass of k e d  pine-hardwoods o r  
hardwoods by s t a t e  and  f o r e s t  type, 1985 

1 F o r e s t  c l a s s  

- - - - - - - - - - thousand acres - - - - - - - - - - - 

A1 abama 447 218 665 

Arkansas 307 194 501 

L o u i s i a n a  237 280 517 

M i s s i s s i p p i  381 286 667 

Oklahoma 176 131 307 

Tennessee 5 2  7 8  130 

Texas 142 139 281 

M i  dsou th  1,742 1,326 3,068 

S t a t e  

I /  - 
I n c l u d e s  up land hardwoods and bo t tomland  hardwoods. 

T o t a l  
Mixed I /  

p i  ne-hardwoods / ~ardwoods-  
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F i g u r e  2.--Timberland area by forest class for all owners in 
the Midsouth, 1952-1985. 

F i g u r e  3.--History of tree planting in the Midsouth by uwnership class 

and year. 
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F i g u r e  4.--Timberland area  by f o r e s t  c l a s s  f o r  f o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  owners 
i n  t h e  Midsouth ,  1952-1985. 
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F i g u r e  5.--Proportion o f  p lanted p ine  by F i g u r e  6.--Proportion of n a t u r a l  pine by 
ownership c l a s s  i n  t h e  Midsouth ,  ownership c l a s s  i n  t h e  Midsouth,  
1985.  1985. 
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F i g u r e  8.--Proportion of upland hardwoods 

F i g u r e  7.--Proportion of bottomland hard- by 'ownership class in the Mid 

woods by ownership class in south, 1985. 
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F i g u r e  9.--Timberland area by forest class for nonindustrial private 
forest owners in the Midsouth, 1952-1985. 
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F i g u r e  10.--Reversions of agricultural land to timberland by forest class. 
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F i g u r e  11.--Average annual change in timberland acreage by forest class in the 
Midsouth, 1952-1985. 
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Table  3.--Area of timberland in Arkansas, by ownership and forest class, 
selected gears 1952-1985 

Ownership and ! Year 

- - - - - - - - - - thousand acres - - - - - - - - - - 

f o r e s t  c l a s s  I I I I 

N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

1952 

T o t a l  

Other p u b l i c  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

1962 1 1970 

T o t a l  

F o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

1977 

T o t a l  4,178 _ _ _ 4 , 2 3 , 9  85 . 4,162 - - 4,365 

1985 

Other  p r i v a t e  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  24 75 134 207 276 
N a t u r a l  p i n e  1,946 2,180 1,784 1,482 1,225 
Mixed pine-hardwoods 1,136 1,549 1,423 1,549 1,478 
Upland hardwoods 6,059 6,229 5,929 4,745 4,106 
Bot tomland hardwoods 3,368 3,060 1,838 1,730 1,569 

T o t a l  12,533 13,093 1 L 1 0 8  9,713 8,654 

T o t a l ,  a1 1 ownerships 
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  4,481 4,690 4,180 3,882 3,377 
Mixed pine-hardwoods 2,181 2,667 2,870 2,956 2,926 
Upland hardwoods 8,500 8,351 7,779 6,691 5,970 
Bot tomland hardwoods 4,410 4,102 2,947 2,849 2,687 

T o t a l  19,627 19,971 18,032 16,793 15,950 



Table  4.--Area of timberland i n  Louisiana, by ownership and fores t  c lass ,  
se lec ted  years 1952-1985 

- - - - - - - - - - thousand acres - - - - - - - - - - 

Ownership and 

f o r e s t  c l a s s  

N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  ' 
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bo t tomland  hardwoods 

Year 

T o t a l  

1952 

Other  p u b l i c  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Up1 and hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

T o t a l  

1962 

F o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M ixed  pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bo t tomland  hardwoods 

T o t a l  

1970 

Other  p r i v a t e  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bo t tomland  hardwoods 

T o t a l  

1977 

T o t a l ,  a1 1 ownerships 
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  103 89 3 1,248 1,424 1,475 
N a t u r a l  p i n e  4,625 4,575 4,048 3,636 3,483 
M i  xed p i  ne-hardwoods 2,644 2,242 2,199 2,131 1,891 
Upland hardwoods 2,046 1,800 1,734 1,845 2,213 
Bot tomland hardwoods 6,621 6,526 5,901 5,256 4,735 

T o t a l  16,039 16,036 15,130 14,292 13,797 

1985 



N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  7 9 123 101 80 99 
N a t u r a l  p i n e  436 460 467 519 378 
Mixed pine-hardwoods 288 241 228 252 283 
Upland hardwoods 108 145 133 143 161 
Bo t tomland  hardwoods 125 140 132 129 132 

Tab le  5.--Area of timberland in Mississippi, by ownership and forest class, 
selected years 1952-1985 

T o t a l  1,036 1,109 - L 1 1 9  _ 1,123 1,053 . 

Ownership and 

f o r e s t  c l a s s  

Other  p u b l i c  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M i  xed p i  ne-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bo t toml  and hardwoods 

T o t  a 1 

- - - - - - - - - - thousand acres - - - - - - - - - - 

Year 

I 

F o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mi xed p i  ne-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bo t tomland  hardwoods 

1952 

T o t a l  

Other  p r i v a t e  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  117 297 460 531 609 
N a t u r a l  p i n e  3,643 3,593 3,489 2,644 1,781 
M i  xed p i  ne-hardwoods 3,174 2,406 2,265 2,393 2,496 
Upland hardwoods 3,007 3,642 3,334 3,466 3,588 
Bot tomland hardwoods 2,672 2,704 2,572 2,498 2,381 

1962 

T o t a l  1 2 , 6 1 3 1 2 , 6 4 _ 2 _ -  1EL-m __ 11,532 10,855 

T o t a l ,  a l l  ownerships 
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  284 645 933 1,121 1,724 
N a t u r a l  p i n e  5,147 5,133 5,108 4,180 2,951 
M i  xed p i  ne-hardwoods 4,309 3,305 3,162 3,452 3,560 
Upland hardwoods 3,541 4,319 3,992 4,240 4,347 
Bottom1 and hardwoods 3,572 3,642 3,522 3,512 3,490 

T o t a l  16,853 17,044 16,775 16,505 16,072 

1970 1977 1985 



Table  6.--Area of timberZand in OkZahoma, by mnership and forest class, 
selected years 1952-1985 

Ownership and I Year 

- - - - - -  - - - - thousand acres - - - - - - - - - - 

f o r e s t  c l a s s  

N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M i  xed p i  ne-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot toml  and hardwoods 

T o t a l  

1952 

Other p u b l i c  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot toml  and hardwoods 

T o t a l  

1962 

F o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

T o t a l  

1970 

Other p r i v a t e  
P ine p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

T o t a l  

1977 

T o t a l ,  a l l  ownerships 
P ine p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

1985 

T o t a l  5,075 4,892 4,620 4,319 4,270 



T a b l e  7.--Area of timberland i n  Tennessee, by ounership avd fores t  c lass ,  
se l ec ted  years 1952-1985 

Ownersh ip  and 

f o r e s t  c l a s s  

N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M i x e d  p i ne -ha rdwoods  
U p l a n d  hardwoods  
Bo t t om1  and  hardwoods  

T o t a l  

O t h e r  p u b l i c  
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M i x e d  p i ne -ha rdwoods  
U p l a n d  hardwoods  
B o t t o m l a n d  hardwoods  

T o t a l  

F o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M i x e d  p i n e - h a r d w o o d s  
U p l a n d  hardwoods  
Bo t t om1  and hardwoods  

T o t a l  

O t h e r  p r i v a t e  
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M i x e d  p i ne -ha rdwoods  
U p l a n d  hardwoods  
B o t t o m l a n d  hardwoods  

T o t a l  

T o t a l ,  a l l  o w n e r s h i p s  
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M i x e d  p i ne -ha rdwoods  
U p l a n d  hardwoods  
B o t t o m l a n d  hardwoods  

T o t a l  

Year 

- - - - - - - - - - thousand acres - - - - - - - - - - 



Tab le  8.--Area of timberland i n  Texas, by ownership and fores t  c l a s s ,  
se lec ted  years 1952-1985 

Ownership and 

f o r e s t  c l a s s  

N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

T o t a l  

Other  p u b l i c  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M i  xed p i  ne-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

T o t a l  

F o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

T o t a l  

Other  p r i v a t e  
P ine  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
M i  xed p i  ne-hardwoods 
Up1 and hardwoods 
Bot tomland hardwoods 

T o t a l  

T o t a l ,  a l l  ownerships 
P i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
N a t u r a l  p i n e  
Mixed pine-hardwoods 
Upland hardwoods 
Bottom1 and hardwoods 

T o t a l  

I Year 



I 
B i r d s e y ,  R i c h a r d  A.; McWi l l iams,  W i l l i a m  H. M idsou th  

f o r e s t  area t r e n d s .  Resour. B u l l .  SO-107. ~ e h  Or leans,  
LA: U.S. Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F o r e s t  Serv i ce ,  
Southern  F o r e s t  Exper iment S t a t i o n ;  1986. 17p. 

T imber land area t r e n d  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  p resen ted  f o r  
t h e  Midsouth  and f o r  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s .  P l a n t e d  
p i n e  has i n c r e a s e d  t o  a 9  p e r c e n t  share o f  a l l  Midsouth  
t i m b e r l a n d .  N a t u r a l  p i n e  has decreased f rom 28 pe rcen t  
t o  20 p e r c e n t  o f  t i m b e r l a n d  between 1952 and 1985. 
Bot tomland hardwood areas c o n t i n u e  t o  d e c l i n e .  Upland 
hardwood t y p e  acreage i s  i n c r e a s i n g .  

i A d d i t i o n a l  keywords: f o r e s t  area, f o r e s t  t r e n d s ,  f o r e s t  
ownership,  f o r e s t  type.  
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